
• t - rr 

f a S8t3~i Ly t£ .... f; A-:"T.~c :r~Lffi.J.iner 29J5 
Approved by CLNCAFPAG 

ON THE EVE OF VICTORY WITH rMCARI'HUR 

By Juliu6 IQ.ein , 
Colonel , Army of the United states 

Q<;>lonel Julius Klein , formerly with the Hearst pa p:>rs in Chicago , is a 
veteran editor and World War I correspondent . He entered active duty in 
Nh+G~, 4-941 , with the 33r d Infantry Divi sion, Il]ino~s National Guard, and 
bas be~n o~era~as ~ince early 1943 as commanding officer of a large ~uarter­
ma~ter Group, He ~s the recipient of the Legion of Merit , ~ldier ' B Medal 
for heroisI1l~ th~ :aronze~ar for his part in planning the Eighth Jtrmy 
occupatiqn of Japan , and numerous citations . This art~cle gives Colone~ 

KLein,s impre ssions of General of the Army MacArthur, whom he saw a shol't 
time ago on official business , 

The sign over his dQor read simply WC~nC" . I eptered with the natural awe 
of a s J ldier for his commander-in~chief • . But as he moved from his desk to greet me, 
I felt my heart pounding as it had so many years ago on my first big a~signment 
as a +eporter~ 

We moved to a corner where there were two oomfortable chairs, and he offered 
me a cigarette . His fine hands tarn:Md down the toba cco in the bowl of thE? long corn­
cob pipe which has seen so roonybeach-heads ~ 

It wa s l a te in the day .• This man was the nerve center pf a gigantic Wi1r 

machine, But I could detect no trace of nerves or exhaustion in spite of his many 
callers and conferences , Qnd the decisions he had rendered that day. 

Even th~ elerr~nts Beemsd not to affect him. My fr~shly starched shirt had 
already wilted ~n the sweaty f'hilippine sun , but the General showed no trace of 
diaoonJ;rort~ 

I had r~hearsed my repor~. believing tha t the interview woulq ~ brief. But 
~c~rthurt one of the bus~est men in t he world. during the busiest ~nd most historic 
time of t h~s war , seemed eager to rela~ in oonversa tion , 

The l a st tj,me we had met was more than twelve years ago, in the Washin~t6n 
of Herbert Hoover. :]: remsmbered well his youthful dign~ ty , his iIYllJ¥lculate dress. and 
th~ dash~ng gollant figur~ thRt he cut . I was prepared to ~ee a much o+der man, 

weary. bElaring the mark of the tragio war yea rs, 

Bl.\t the IllEln whp greeted ID3 was the MacArthur of old . ' 

Ie ha~ not al t~red, lli remains the erect . charming, youthful, blaclyohaired 
soldier of those dist8nt df,lYs vvhen he wa s Chief of maff . 

~he subjec t matter of our convers9tion must be veiled, rije details of this 
interview must await po s t - war days when I again sit at an editor ' $ desk~ I must 
admit, for the first time sinGe I h3d donned my officers tunic , a feW tWinge s of 
regret becau~e :r; was not just a newspaperman on an assignment. 

As he spoke I beg3 n to rea lize t he grea tness of the rnan-he ha s long since 
proved himaelf the so ldie r , ' My mind flashed 'back to the great of another wo.r whom 
I had ~nterviewed, ~erQhing , Haig, Foch , March, Bliss and the ot hers, apd he suffers 
by oomp3.ri son with no man . ! know why tho Uni ted ,~tate~ Under- S:;)c:retary of 'lfar , 
Hobert ??a.ttersop , in a ch8t I had wi 1;h him a few months ago, referred tp Mac4l'thur 
as '!the Genoral of' the i\ge~" One could sense in his pre sence the great general , the 
fine p'1 triQt, the statesman, scholFi r and humanita rian Who embodies all those 
qUQ1~ ties thqt mt':\k~ hint the most illuBtr~ous 4rner~can of our time . 

I \ I 
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We discu s sed v!'lri ous problems f3.cing America now and nf t er the -."T'U . The . 
Gene rnl's gr oat devotion to the sons of 4meric~ , his intere s t in the smallest detail 
concerning the welf:J.re of hi s men , Vlcre onlr 0. highlight of the inte rvi ow. M~cl~rthur 
knO'iTS ':111'1 t he ,mnts for them, for America, and he hopo s and prays va th millions of 
others th'1 t the sacrifices m~de by the flower of our youth \nll not have been in 
vain . 

\ 

His rrmuovy is romarkable~ His eloquent use of the English l a nguage , his 
diction ~ his own presenta tion of rTh 'l t he tries to bring home to hi s listene r can 
bo mTliohed \1it ll the best I h'we ever read or he 9. I'd , 

When he t nlks nbo~t vn r and the .suffering tha t ~ t brought '1 bout, ;VOU detect a 
sad cmotion~ ~ou notice when he talks of the enemy tho. t his expresdon bocome s grim 
and resolute,! It is the only time he r esorts to rough Inngu ':1ge, He knows what Pe3rl 
Itlrbor, Bat3an~ qorregidor [l nd ~nto Tomas mennt to Americn , and ns I S4t t here I 
realhe d -;1h,Zl V it !reBnt to M':\CArthur himself • 

• \13 nay be expected, he di sc\l s SGS the importa nt s trntegy of ~he WIll' nith equal 
brillia nce as concerns ~rmy, Nav;v or Air Corps :J. ctivities , and he i s not only ' 
e qu·'111y we ll postod bu t a~so something of 3.n expert on the economic , pol~ tical, 
intermtional 'md cultura l consequences of the Via l', He see s with grent cl':lri ty what 
is needed in addition t o the United N'3. tions Charte r to assure lasting po',') ce, with 
a pO-11erful , strong and free Amarica gu'l r 'l nteeing thn t our gene r a tion '.7ill return t o 
it s own f orm of living and pursuit of ha ppinc ss . 

I bod given h i m a ten~PQge ~e port on my missionr ':I nd '1 13 he pe rused it my eyos 
s trAyed r ound t he ,nlls :md r es t e d on a framed inscr~ption , Reading it, I \70.13 

st ruck by the key it gave me · to the Gener'l l' s lifo and .3.c tion$ .,. I took out my 
pen nnd -,,-ro t e down t he '.''IOrd s , as M':lC.'l.rthur rO 'ld on . 

I 

"I do the best I knO'il how , the ve ry bost I cnn and I roeI'm to keep on 
doi nB so until the end . If the e ljd brin{' s me out a lright \7h3t ia sa id ag'1inst 
1m ';';on't amount to anythi ng ; if it bring s me ouii wrong, all tho angols sweC\.fing 
t h:c t I W':I S right would make no diffe r e nce . 

4brahnm ~incoln" 

I had t aken down the se \;ord s , I/hich I hope I h·,.vo r e ndere d corrGctly, -,lithout 
knowing th':l t the Gener 'l l had observed me . Looking up, he said , 

1IJ noticed t ha t you were copying Mr, Lincoln's -ilords. I sh~ll r emembe r them 
a l ways for they g~ vo me courage , Gnd often in d'1 rk hours I look t o thn t Viall I1nd 
feel comf orted." 

I wa nted to say how much I ,nshe d ~ome of those who ha d h~pered and detracted 
from t he Ge neral could be thore to hea r him spe 'l k, His pa tience and courage during 
the YO '"l rs of aide.,.tra oke d discouragement were very like the black wn~ da ys of '61-
164 when Unc oln foug ht back .. bi t e l's a nd COPl'erheads t o his own imoorta l glory, 

I Yl[\ S thrilled by t he aptne s8 of this j.nevi t a ble comIY.,; rison be t ween the two 
libe r : t or s , Lincoln, t ho gr eat emnncipator, a nd M.'1c.\.r'thur, the man -.vho had stood 
like a \{ ')11. of steel aga inst the crumbling Australian b8 stion and he ld back the 
yo1101[ tide vlhile he forged the 'ile ',l pon wit h, which he lias to cleave his \7ay back to 
the fhilippines . He ho s r e turned, cmd he has brought ba ck f.reedom nnd the j oy of 
liber:lti on to our v :llion t fellm7 l\moric ')ns of t he Phil~ppine s Commonwealth, paving 
tho -.;-:.y for "the ro ~, d to Tokyo . ," 

Inevit~bly also , I t hought of Gene r a l Pershing , old "Bl')ck J ack," r esisting 
i'li t h all: his mi gh t t he i nc lusion of t he young 4W unde r a ny but on l~rico.n 
commande r, Hi s ins i s t ence on a n i ntegrate d .~eri co.n f orce wa s fully justified by 
t ho triumph of our arms just a s Ivlac.',rthur' s embracing c ourage and brilliant con­
viction force d r ecognition of tho Phillppine s a s our neco ss a ry springboard to 
vj,ctory in the facific~ C'pposition, negle ct, apQthy, nono of these staye d 11im, 
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My ~houghts turned to the kl'ords of Lt. Gen. R01)Qrt L, Eic llo1borger as I hoard 
thQPl a fOil meks ':lgo at his Eighth Army Headquarters . The l:uln I1ho led the assault 
on Buna and Biak, and hurled the E~ghth Amy like an avonging bolt through the 
V~saYQ~ and Mind:.mao , had said to me I 

~Els 8i+itnry achievements are tr~ump~s of courage and Qbi~ity over limited 
mtorinls . It \'JQ S Genoral IVTncArthur who insisted that the Philippinee rust be takep 
a~ rapidly a~ possible to divide the J 1P Empire, pe~stnblish our prestige in tne 
East ~nd, ' POst inportant , provide a base for the concentration of oVGrl1helr.dng 
force for the fipel blow~ against Japan . 

"Not only did his gre-9t heart go out to tho people, but he kne\7 t ha t witnout 
tho fhilippines l1e l10uld have no comparable place whore the great supply bases and 
staging areas, so nece ssary for our concluding camwign, r.ught be bunt,. So 
unsl1.'~kable and so firm Vias his conviction that this 'fOuld shorten the war, that 
he llad to ~res~ his Vl11lingno81;1 to advance with what was alreadr availab+e , or 
not ad~ance at all~ His brilliant leadership , statesoanship and strategy wore 
merely superb tools I1Pich he used unsparingly . 

qH~s rea+ clein to greatnes~ in history, " concludep General Eichelberger, 
"l~es in the strength of his conviction of the soundness of his daring conGopt~ and 
in his un~ar~lloled nIDral courago in beating down all obstac~e~ through years of 
sca~city, oeQger t~o~ support. frustration and crit~c1so,u 

Typica l Of th~ +oyqlty and esteem in wh~ch he is held by his 'Jble leadet? is 
the statement lmde to me sorn time ago by Lt, Gen. Robert a, l'ichardson, ;Jr . , 
logistical and ta ctica~ genius~ 

"Klein," he said , "I hope and pray the t Mac4rthur will be our cornmander~in. 
chief. He is- the only non whom we can follow wi th confidence wherever he goes-the 
only man, moroVer , whoso concern for the succes~ of his mis~ion ~s touched by his 
consideration for the safety of his men. He will do grea t things at a mininum cost ~ tt 

Both Gener~l Eichelberger and General Rich~rdson arc old disciples of Mac. 
4trthur, their associati on wi th hin dati ng 'back to their Vlest faint days sore forty 
years ago T They, as brilJJiant t a cticians and conrnandcrs in their 0\7n right, can 
keen],y app'reciCl te his genius a nd pOITers of leadership . 

I 

'At tho other cnd of the ladder l1a s the Gf whon I passed on the way bac~ · to qy 
tent . His heavy pa ck see~d to heng from his shoulders as Itghtly as a cloud , and 
a, smilo was on his face . I asked, It Soldier, why so happy? II 

"Colonel~" he stlid, "lIm off to Uncle P.ugAr,tI 

"With whom were you1" 

"Why, I ,las ';vi th M3.c4rthur, Co10nel l 11 

I ' 

~nd tha t \-:111 be their proudest boast, until the l "l st soldier of ~/orld War 
II hQS heard the notes of taps. "rie fought wt th MacJ\rthur, II they wq.l sqy j !lSt as 
'~heir foref a thers used to boast tha t they were with Lee, with Grant at Richnond, 
\/i th ilashington at ValleY forge, 

There was another inqription on the walla-a n essay on youth ~itten by a close 
fr~0nd of the Generalls--to I1hich he directed ny attantion. It read in part, 

"Youth i~ not a time of life - it is a state of rnind . ,.nobody gtpl1~ old 
by lne rely living a number ~f years; people grow old only by deserting their 
ide."Ilsf YearS w;,in}{le the skin. but to give up enthusiasm w:rinkles ' the soul ,.· 
lorry , doubt, self-distrust , fe a r and despair ~ these Elre t he long? leng yea>:s ~.' 
tha t bow t):le .head and turn the growing spir~t b:'\ck to dtj.st"fYou €j.)1e a? . 
young as your fa ith~ as old as your doubt~ as young as your self-confidenceo 
as · o:J.d '1 S your fear . as young as your hope, as old a~ your despair." 

-more .. 



Gen Q MacArthurcooAd 3 

It explained the erectness of his c ~rriage , the firmness of his handshake . 
the stcuina that makes his youthful secretaries and staff officers gasp in wonder­
f.l3nt . 

This insight is ca rried into the selection of his able lieutennnts--the iron­
\'l illed futherland; Blarney, the sVla shbuckling Australio.n, knney, daring and force­
ful; Krueger. a general Is general, cool and calculating , Eichelberger. brilliant 
t a ctieian. fearless and intrepid; Ric~q rdson, a logistical and tactical genius, 
wise . f a rseeing and intensely loyal. 

Prominent in that simply furnished room overlooking the sh9.mbles of MacArthur 's 
bel oved and once beautiful Manila was a tri~ute by ~alter Lippman to the heroes 
of Bat-9.an. 

"THEY FOUGHT ••• knowing thot they themselves had no hope. This is the very 
heart of courage, transcending all! other acts of · which men are capable. and 
the surest proof th3t man is more than his flesh, his blood, his bones and his 

appetites. On this proof as on a rock, tha t there i s in al~ men a capacity to 
live and a willingness to die for things which they themselve s can never hopo 
to enjoy .. thero rests the whole of mans dignity and the title to £11] his right s 
___ It 

The General paused as he saw that my g18nce had centered on this inscription. 
Rc rosc. and, laying aside my report, stood t he re ",li th me as I read it. If) drew 
his head back s l owly as he too forroo d the words sil.ent ly vJi th his lip·s. Pain and 
pride and deep emotion crossed his f ace. Pain pe r haps in t he thought th9. t he had 
been ordered to leave them there, and pride in t he knowledge th3t he had made his 
pledge, "I shD.Ul return~" como true . It was as though he rendered a silent no.lutc 
to t hose who had fought and bled with him t here , and t o those who remained to 
endure the torture and humilia tion of those d3rk hours of 4lnerica' a history. 

His f aith in t he Philippines ';las no less great than theirs in him. The failure 
of Tokyo's "Asia for the Asia tics" policy W3S foredoomed by thiS, the mutual love 
and trus t they boro . 

Bata an is more t han just an historic ba ttlegr Qund to MacArthur . Ilia love for 
that sacred spot goes deeper than his pe rsonal devotion to the hero~s t ha t lio 
there in glory . For him whose i ntense p3triotism knows · no equ3l. it s tood as a 
b3stion of democracy , of freedom, and of human decency , 9. symbol of the American 
way of life. It had f a llen only after every l a st ounce of ene r gy had been expended , 
only after every sacrifice had been made , only after a display of such courage 9. 13 

the Horld had never known. 

Its fall VlaS a blow t o t he dignity of mn , a treA.chc r ous stab n t the he-9.rt of 
humanity, 0. thrust a t his be l oved country t ha t had to be ave nged, And so in the 
shining hour of victory , vrhen General MacArthur a s ~preme Allie d Conunander 
dirocted t he Japanese Emperor t o send his emissaries to Manila to accept t he 
s urrender t erms , he erased fo r ever t ha t blot upon .\lrerica l s history by demanding 
t ha t, on approac"!ing the ci ty, t hey flash t he symbolic identifica tion signal­
"Bataan." 

The conversat ion svrung i nto easi e r channe l s o One i s he ld ~pellbound by 
IJIo.c.~rthur' s e loquence . Ris keen eyes , calm digni ty and extraordinary cOIJm:md of 

speech make one feel th~t his presence is not only that of a gr ea t military lender , 
but of a gr e'lt schob r and toacher .. One mi ght t hink that a man in his position 

>i'ould be engrossed in the .t '1 sk ::1 t h::md - in maps and ch3rts and figures. But his 
thoughts rise far above and beyond ~ll these . Free from al~ illusions, he is alive 
to ·:! ll the econonic, political and cultura l consequences of Yla r, and to the need for 
a froe and pOVTerful Ai.Tlerica which will gu:uantee future gener'1 tions the right to 
live i n peace and to devote their ene r gies to the benofit of man and t he glory of 
God . 

A diplomat t o the core, his phenomena l memory reache s out to each unit and 
individual under his c"mmand. He spoke .;Ji th f ee ling of the c itizen-soldie r, that 
unique product of our democracy. Na tiona l guard unit s have fought long and well , 
of ton under t ho most difficul t c~ndi tions . The General W'lS e speci 3lly pleased wi t h 
the 33rd Division, ray old outfit whoso gallant action a t Baguio W8 8 highly r egarded . 

-more-



Gen: M~(;.d.rthuI' 0 " .Ad 4 

;.8 we returned to our ch"lirs my n :porter' s curiosity got the upper hand [lnd 
I could' n~t help asking ~ few questions. 

"General," I said, "I have reo.d ffi'J.ny specub tions 3S to wh'1t you will do 
after the W'lr is over. Wh'J.t re'11ly Clre your plans?" 

He smiled at this. 

"Klein, I 1m going to get myself 0. gre':t big rocker and put it on rrw porch 
before a snD ll, beautiful garden , Vlhore I can finally spend life as t he average 
ilrnericoIl husb:md with his fnmily in pe,':! ce ond contentmont-th'J.t is, if the Nips 
don't get me first ." 

I rema rked th'.t I doubted tho li.merican people Vlould let him do th':lt, but he 
VlCl.vod the thou3ht a side. 

"'l/hy think of ' it nOVl, Thero is so much to do and , like every other GI, my 
thoughts aro of home and rest. I vrant my rocking chair, my g~lrden and my f amily to 
look after . n 

I gL:nced at my w"Itch ~nd vms anazed to find th:lt more than two hours had 
elapsed si nco I h.'1d reported t o him. From the OOllont I had sClluted him, he rod put 
me at PJrfect ease and the time hndslipped by wi thout my knowledgo . I apologized 
for taking up 00 nruch of his time, but in his smile I read thG t he had welcomed the 
relaxntion. I asked his permission to l oave, '1nd he roso and "Iii th '1 firm hnndshnke 
escort ed me to the door like a neighbor [lnd n good friend, 

He presented me with a picture which I . shall troasure above all. decor "l tions. 
The kind inscription ends as followsl 

"from his old comrade-nt-arms 

Dougl.3s MacArthur 
Lu-tlOn, 1945. II 

outside , I met Bri g . Gen . IDGrande 4. Dillor, viho as Public Rel'1tions Officer 
ho.s PJrh.o.ps the t oughest job of all , bec'1uso the Qener'11 dete s ts ballyhoo and 
self - glorific '1tion. The f'lCt is t h" t he is .. Unericals NUl';1ber Ono Hero , ::md wh'1tever 
he says or doos makes inspired copy . In tr:\ de lnDgu'1ge , he is a "nCltura l." 

My cOlleo.gues among profession.:11 nowsmen h''1ve told me he soldom makes radio 
bro0.dc'1 sts, has 'eld few pross conferences 'lnd , whon he does see the press ' 
individually or in sm:tll groups , it is a t their re ques t ·::md not his . The J~rican 
people hlwe dem'1nded t h"l t copy be mnde of the ir hero . History has not ronde himJ 
he has 1l1Ctde his tory. 

It rns after eight ",hon I l eft, but several staff officers wore s till on rnnd 
wai ti ng to s ee him . I repoa t e d my apology to General Fellers, Mili t , ry Seoret:::.ry 
to the CinC, and aske d him whon the Ge ner.:tl ever got time to eat . He smiled Qnd 
told me th:J. t he hever got through before nine, [lnd then never left wi thou t t aking 
papers to hi s qUSlrters , ye t w~s .'1lwnys '1 t his de sk by 0800 . wring ca.mp{}i gnB, ne 
c :J. tchos Q nap at odd hours whenover he cnn , 

"We youngsters (General Felle rs is a little over 40) have a tough tine keep­
ing up wi th him, but his vi tali ty and porsoml considorntion inspire us to work 
tn ice as h'1rd for him," lie s0.id . 

It w.:ts d'1rk when I entered the bomb-sho. ttc red streets of M.'1nila . 4n endle ss 
stream of trucks rolled bybenring supplies for the front . Thousands of CT'1neS and 
ninchos strained ": t their task of unlo ::l ding cargo fron the myriad ships th'.t t 
dotted t i:',e harbor . EverYHhore WflS n scene of '1n tlike [lctivity . My thoug hts turned 
to the ftrno.in str eets" of ;.r:leri cn nnd I thanked God t hat t hey had boen spnred tho 
horrors of -:letr. 

The lights in tho lliadqurtrters burned brightly f :1r into the night . M:lcArthur 
and his Iren ';,ere awalro to ensure th'1 t tho children of ,\merica might sleep . 

-more-



I v/rote this article on Ameri ca' s gre') test general and foremost ci tizen at 
the headquarters of General Eichelberger's Eighth Army, then aVlai ting novemont 
orders. As it ,las completed, the 'ilorld began to rock 'iI i t h t he ste.ggoring series 
of blovls which Hero to drive the Jap3nese to surrender; thei r vocabul,: TY previously 
void of .this word "surrender",had been enriched . 

, As MacAJ.-thur had planned, this victory w')s ch3ry of American blood, Not so 
f or the Japs . The blinding flash that completely demolished s ixty per cant of the 
city of Hiroshima, on the southern tip of Japan's nain island of Honshu, was a 
terrifying, soul.searing blow to arrogant Nippon. The devastatIon has been adnutted 
to be beyond a11 human comprehension, retribution in full for the agony a nd long 
priva tion of General Wainwright and his companions in exile .. a ju,st and righteous 
vengeance for the heroic luoorican lives ·poured out on the sand of Guadalcanal, Biak, 
Bum, Tarm7a, the ~alaus and the Philippines, poured out th.l t Ireedom night return 
from exile. 

General Macl~thur and his leaders and his men had fulfilled their pledge, the 
might of America had seized tho Nipponese throat in the final ~P of total 
destruction. 

When this terrific news broke, I recalled the advance infornation General 
Y~cJ~thur ha d given. His comment at that time belied any thought of personal glory. 
He saw the possibility of an early end to the 'i-l1r and said, 

"Anything can happen now. Hhat branch of service gets any credit is i rru:J!l torial 
if this horrible war can come to an end and a needle s s sQcrifice of lifo be pre­
vented. 1I 

My hGad reeled vIi th the grandeur of comprehension. The Russians, our allies 
now in the East, unleashed their arDor and rolled into Manchuria driving all. bef ore 
t hem. The General's \'lord s, spoken to IIB only a fe vl days before. stood out in l:-if 

lcdnd in le tters of fire. His gi f t of prophecy, founded on his capability and 
knowledge, his strength and inflexible deternin1tion. had ~gain cor.£ true in total 
fulfillm:mt. 

Tho Japanese Empire awqits its master, its guide , if it chooses, back to 
rehabilita tion QS a nqtion. ~hat could be more fitting than that this task should 
fall to th8 t groat leader of men v1hose wisdom as a scholar and as a teacher is no 
less t ban his genius as a conqueror'] 

History's pen is poised, stilled over its perpetual screed in ~hich 1s 
inscribed the eternal story, . the faults and f oibles, the grandeur and the heroisEl 
of mankind . A ch'1pter has ooen finis hed. We and t he people s of the earth aW3. i t t he 
next . 

Wh3tever the peace \1ill bring, there are Len uhose passage t hrougfl tiP.le is 
El!3. rked with meteoric brilliance, ~ch nen QrQ history. Many da ys have passed since 
t he interview which gave birth t o this story. "dore they ye ·')rs, they could nevor 
eradicate the mmory of the emotions it roused, or thqt s:;rift fulfillment of ' the 
Genernl 's '.'ords of prophecy . His .slogans, "I sha lr. r e turn'" and "On to Tokyo'." 
,vere word s core to lifo. 

• 
He has kept his f 9. i t h with il.Oerica and I'li th God; let faith be kept with hiEl. 

##rl-fM 
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fUBLIC ~ELATIONS QFFICE 
HEAD ~~UARTE?.s , U. S. ARMY FORCES 
MIDDLE PACIFIQ 
l..:ro 958 % Postmaster 
San Francisco , California 

FOR L;iI.'lEDI.i~TE RELEASE 

1,R\1Y HDQS . , MIDP1."C , FT . SHl.FTER, T.H.---Col •. Julius Klein , veteran 

Chicago journalist and Hollywood executive , has r eceived tho Bronze Star medal 

for outstandinG service in planning movement of Eigh~L.rmy units into Japan, 

Lt . Gen. RobE:rt L. Eichelborger~s Eightl.J~rmy Headquarters in Tokyo annouYJ.ced 

today . 

Now in the Middle Pacific Comrmnd , Colonel Klein was at l.j}'PLC General 

Headquarters after a conference with General MacArthur when Japan's surrender 

delegates flew to Manila to-make preliminary arrangements for American occupation. 

Immediately following these conferences, Colonel Klein returned to Eigh~.Arl1.\Y 

Headquarters to help plan the troop deployment to Japan . 

Following is the citation received by Colonel Klein from General Eichelberger~ 

whose road to Tokyo had stretched across Buna and Biak , the Visayas and Mindanao~ 

"During the period 15 August , 1945 , to 28 August , 19l~5, as cOln.mnding officer' 

of the 523rd Q,uarteiTIJaster Group , rendered valuable services in a superior manner, 

in planning the movem(;nt of the Group and attached Eightl,Army troops from Cebu , 

Philippine Islands , to the next objective, Japan. 

"During this period , Colonel Klein also distinguished himself by outstanding 

performaT.lce of plaiming and advisory duties in logistical studies and in the 

preparation of movement plans at Eighth Army Headquarters . 

"Colonel Klein ' s exceptional planning abili ty, foresight and professional 

knowledge contributed in large measure to the successful formulation and execution 

of these plans , and measurably aided the advancement of our military forces both 

before and after the surrender of Japan. " 

Colonel Klein previously received the Legion of Merit for exceptionally 

meritorious service in the South Pacific , and the Soldh,r ' s Medal for heroism. 

He has com;nendations from Admiral William F. Halsey , Lt . Gen. Robert C. Richardson , 

Jr ., Lt . Gen. Millard F. Harmon and Major Gen. Frederick Gilbreath among others . 

His home is in Chicago, Ill . , where his wife, Mrs . Helen Klein , resides at 

3172 Sheridan Road . 
##### 



PHO- .5230.11 C·roup 
I.PO 710 

Septcnber 15 , 1915 
Cebu , Phili~pine 

I'or COI0'18 l Julius Elein , forner ChicaGo neVls:J£tpOl' celi tor rIorld 
\lo.r I corI1cs :)o:.lc~ent , all(~ l:011y\!00c1. pr00.ucor , t:le ·.Jal"ti:.1C of the ways 
i1DJ::' ~(i:'e . !~:;...::: tonUl"e of offico as Corl' ~and::"1::: Officer 01' tho 523rd 
0;l1artol'!l'.l.: ·co:..' GJ.'c't"J) hL,d boon c. lone; ono , ilal"l::o(L bJ'" a nutuo.l confid­
once n.nc~ E.:oteon \.;lic:l \:as of a 1'0.1'0 and c;enuine qUolit:,r . LIan:: of ' 
his 1'1("1 ~ln(" cor:C oversec.s \!ith htr.l 0'101" biG YO[}.rs aGo , t~10Y hnd 
sorv(.l~ \J.'.tl'l ll:~.n :.11 ') rovious orc;anizations &.nd. hc.d follo"\IOC~. hin unto 
the I'oor[;n.nj ZO(~ crOll;) as j.t \'!as fornod at the e;ront :Tow Caleelonia 
'oa8e . At lToul1ea its \lOl'J: \:as of so lliC;:1 0.:1 order as to b:"-'in r:; num­
orou C cO'·lllOnclo.t ions and aVlnrd3 I inclllc.l~1g tho aue.rd of tilO Logion 
of ::orit , ariel Intor , t}lG Soldier ' s Trodal to Colo;::'61 Elein hir'1so1f . 

It vas arnistico - eve , tho follmL.nl~ norni:1G '<'ould bring the 
noVi" o·~, tho Ja"'D.neso ca:)i tulntion , tho ond of tho lonl; bi ttor 
st :,.'u: · [~lo :[,or \/ .i, ch ovor:T nan :l,n evo1"7 ;)I'anch of tly.l service had 
."ra~TU(l o.IlcL worl:cc~ , or fduGb.t , [lS his lot f1iGht bo . Oro.ors had come 
fo}' ':~'lC Colonol , he was to C)·vo u) his 80Y"ll'and and :ll~ocofJd to anot1:1e r 
bD.80 :Cor [) posit:1.on of' staff :1.!1po' tD.~lCO . It \Ins an order , an un-
hl:).1) :T one througll t}w encb ll'- of Q lonG pD.ptnel'ship , but orders COr:lO 
to all solcliu.T'G , and thcr;'T arc 00o JTod . 

To thu Colonols c;,uarters Ca!1G evory ()nliste:d Y1t..U1 D.'.lcl oo.ch 
officer of 11i8 cO:Tlancl . It \,as a r:)pontUl).oOlJ.S costu:'o , unplon:1ed 
S[lVO in PlUtual ac;rflonont . T~lO;:T ornUt:llt \!J.th then a scroll , on uhich 
a ;'0\; \!Orl~C of fareVJoll v/oro follo\100. by the Sl '~na turos 02: all nom­
'oorn of t:l() Gl'OU::-) . Colo::wl J~J..oin roso i~l aclmo\llocl~:onont of tho 
sift , a1"(" in c. voico w~1icll S:.lO\IOel Ids :2001inG nac:o his fn.rOlJol1 . Ho 
VO :~CC'l' llis r()~':rct i;-·18.t circtlrwtancvi.) d::.cl not ~)orni t bin to tal;:o his 
non lnto .. Tn.·,len , ". novo \:hich \faS soon to 'oocono noI'C than a possi ­
'oili t~- , £l.f. ()t..~Cll : _our t.i. c~:oc~ aI/C.y to\ :o.rds t:lO J2.~/a::losc capi tulation . 
1:0 . oc&lJ.c(~ . .l.nc5..dont~; of po.r-t 80r'rico typical of t~lO bonien patorjlo.l ,.. 
iSH of hi::: (JJ:rlo.n(: , \"I111ch fo\! of his non hc.'JO ovor failod to sonso . 
lIe tool: ins loavo then , Sh[lL~nc ·..-[lell '.wn ' c lu:md , D.nd 8.S he Dounted 
the s t r .~:.1'C8.80 to ,lis quartcrc tho s tro.ins of II Auld Lane; Sync II wont 
wi tlL J.lin . 

:Ur non \Jill YI.ot forGet Colono l Julius 1:loin . :~is lone; and 
colourftll caroor h~,s nc;vcr lost for hin t:1C hunan touch. Iro was ovor 
PQ.}'t 0:1"' :liG Crou.p , novol' o.'oovo it , and ~lis abilities as a co:mnandor 
(~l d :lOt ob3 C1.:eC h.i.f; 1.m(~crstaI1dinG , nor sb::.y his holpinc; hand . He 
tnLc~; 'v'1~:.ti1 h..!.Y1 th...l ['<dniration D.ndrospect of his non and tho con­
sciousn03s of a jol) loll donG; tho apoGeu of tho Soldiors Faith . 

C olonel ~:lo:i.n ' s \;ifo , Hrs . Julius I~loin , ros ides at tlh:: lJelmont 
Hotcl " ,')1 72 }~ortll ShoriG.o.l1 noad , Chi ca l~ o , Illinois . 



Age: 

Commander Harold E. stassen 
Com Third Fleet Staff 

0/0 Fleet Fost Offioe 
San Franoisoo. Calif. 

Dear Sir: 

• 

Cinopao Staff Adv Hdq 
Box 7 % F P 0 

San Franoisoo, Calif. 

I trust it is not out of order that I write you 
in the following oonneotion. Our offioer in oharge 
has advised me that it is not improper. 

I understand that the Navy Department has need of 
lawyers for duty at Washington and else\ here in the 
States for work in industrial readjustment. and that 
you will partioipate in reoommending personnel. I am 
desirous of obtaining suoh duty. partioularly at or 
near Minneapolis beoause my home and law praotioe are 
at Wadena, Minn •• where I praotioed for five years 
prior to entering the Navy in June. 1944. 

Sinoe January. 1945, I have been in the Faoifio. 
at duty in oommunioations on Cinopao's Staff. Advanoe 
Headquarters. As you know, this headquarters moves to 
Pearl Harbor shortly. and I am assigned to duty on Guam 
with Com Marianas. I am listing pertinent data as to 
my status and disoharge pOints below. If you deem it 
proper that I do so, I shall be pleased to furnish as 
referenoes, reputabl& members of the legal profession 
and laymen aoquainted with me in Minnesota. I do not 
know whether you remember me or not. From 1936 until 
1939 I worked at the State Capitol in st. Paul as law 
olerk for Justioe H. H. Peterson. I am quite sure that 
Messrs. Fallon Kelly (a fraternity brother) and Harold 
Levander (law sohool olassmate) will remember me. 

As stated above. I hope this informality will not 
seem an impertinenoe. As we all are. I am anxious to 
return to the states. and am also very interested in 
legal work. Sinoe I have some months yet to serve in 
the Navy beoause of my low disoharge points. I would 
naturally like to serve them at legal work "baok home." 
I will indeed appreoiate any suggestions you may oare to 
make. 

With best wishes, I am 

32 ~~'~~~~~~~ 
Lt (jg) Charles W. Kennedy. Married - 2 ohildren 

Disoharge Points: 36 
Entered Navy - June, 1944 
Overseas - Sinoe Jan. 1945 

Staff Com Marianas 
Fleet Post Offioe 

San Franoisoo, Calif. 



200 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

SYDNEY ANDERSON 

Comdr. H. E. Stassen , USNR 
Staff Comdr. Third Fleet 
c/c Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Harold, 

MIN NEAPOLIS , MIN NESOTA 

U. S . A . 

September 22, 1945 

Esther called me this morning to tell me that you 
were at Pearl Harbor and presumably on your way 
home which, of course, makes us all very happy . 
When I saw the announcement in the paper that the 
Third Fleet was returning to the United States, I 
naturally wondered whether this did, in fact, mean 
that you were also coming back to the United States. 

I sent you recently a copy of a letter which I had 
written to Elmer Ryan. I would like to make some 
additional observations which may help to give you 
a more adequate picture of the situation here as I 
see it. 

I have recently talked with a number of the members 
of the A Committee and with some of the old B Com­
mittee and have reached the conclusion that the 
situation as respects both Committees is now such 
that we might undertake the coneolidation of these 
two Committees with some hope of success. When I 
say consolidation I do not mean merely combining 
the membership of the two old Committees. What I 
have in mind is the complete reorganization of both 
Committees into one committee whose membership will 
not only include some of the members of the old A 
and B Committees but will also include a consider­
able amount of neW blood (younger men) and a real 
representation of the returning servicemen . My 
thought is that this committee might now be a pub­
lic committee and that we would still retain the 
nucleus of the old A Committee to deal with the 
larger contributors. 

My discussions with the members of the A Committee 
led me to believe that they are in entire accord 
with this program, and unless something happens 
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which seems to indicate that it is unsound, I think 
we Will start accomplishing it within the next few 
days . Of course, the rub will come when we get down 
to actually selecting personnel, but I have several 
people working on this aspect and I think we can come 
to a pretty satisfactory set-up of the Committee. 

The second problem is the make up of the State Cen­
tral Committee and particularly the choice of a 
Chairman. 

I am convinced now that we made a mistake when we 
insisted upon the selection of George Jones, not be­
cause he hasn't done a good job, but because he has 
not been able to establish the relationships With 
the Governor whtch I think are essential to the de­
velopment of an~administration of sound policies, 
strategies, and procedures in Republican organiza­
tion. Governor Thye has frequently indicated that 
he was entirely satisfied with George Jones and his 
work . The fact still remains that the relationship 
and the cooperation between the two men is not what 
it should be if the best results are to be obtain­
ed. I am sure that Geor ge agrees that he should 
not continue through the next campaign so the prob­
lem is to find a. way by which he can continue to be 
useful while getting out of his official position 
without discredit to himself or disadvantage to the 
party . 

It seems to me that the same type of organization 
should be developed in the State Central Committee 
as we propose to develop in the Finance Committee. 
In other words, returning servicemen should be given 
a definite part in the main organization and should 
not be set up as a separate sideshow and handled 
very much as the Junior Republicans have been in the 
past . More emphasis shoula be given to the better 
utilization of women and women organizations-

These are matters which are capable of being worked 
out because to a large extent they lie within our 
own capacities and jurisdiction. The principal dif­
ficulty is in our relationship with Governor Thye . 
I am sure he wants to and thinks he gives us the 
kind of cooperation which we think we should have. 
I am thoroughly convinced that e do not have the 
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relationship with Governor Thyewhich is essential 
to the work out of a satisfactory pro~ram. I cer­
tainly have not been kept in touch ith the Govern­
or's plans or with the current development of poli­
tical affaire. Thie i8 of no importance if the 
Governor was keeping someone elee in our group so 
informed which I em sure he is not. He hae occasion­
ally consulted with me principally about appointments 
which, as you know, I have always refused to have 
anything to do with, but even as to these matters, 
he has not thought it worth-while to advise me of 
his conclusions or to keep me in touch with his think­
ing as the matter developed. My own situation is 
typical of that of practically everyone else Who has 
in the past and Who thinks perhaps he i8 entitled 
to have now a more or less direct and continuous 
contact with the Governor . He does not have the 
faculty which you had of consulting with a good 
many people, getting their ideas, making up his own 
mind, and keeping those with whom he consulted ap­
prised as to the reasons why he makes up his mind 
in a certain way. As a result a good many people 
whose influence and attitude is important in the 
picture are either apathetic or more or less defin­
itely opposed to the Governor. This oPPosition will 
not go to the point of advocating or supporting 
another candidate, but it does make for a degree of 
apathy and diSintegration which is most undesirable. 

I expect to see Governor Thye at my house Tuesday 
evening. At that time I hope that we can arrive 
at some definite program or arrangement under which 
someone in our group will be more in touch with 
what he has in mind and what he is doing than we 
have been up to now. I am not particula.rly sanguine 
that the outcome will be satisfactory, but there 
will have to be some kind of a showdown, and I am 
hoping that something satisfactory will work out. 

As I indicated in my letter to Elmer, the Star 
Journal and Tribune are both giving substantial 
aid and support to Mr. Humphrey- He gets every 
possible break in publicity_ He was recently in 
Washington, partly I believe on the question of 
the DFL organization which I think Mr. Hannigan 
wanted him to head up. I understand from Elmer 
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that he declined this leadership which from his 
pOint of view I think is sound . It also is satis­
factory from my point of view . The articles in 
the newspapers would indicate that Humphrey is 
aiming at the Senate rather than at the Governor­
ship, but of course, he will keep himself open to 
file for either one office or the other and will 
build his fences as far as pos~ible on a state bas­
is . He is taking in a lot of territory and undoubt­
edly has a conSiderable amount of political sagacity 
and public appeal . I have still to satisfy myself 
as to what his newspaper backers have in mind, but 
this 1s something which I can and will find out. 

Nothing definite has transpired so far as my retire­
ment from the company's service is concerned, except 
that it 1s still quite definite that I will retire . 
I anticipate that What, if any, connection I may 
have with the company thereafter will be determined 
within the next several months. I am anxious to 
turn over the activities which I have heretofore 
conducted in connection with the state politics to 
someone else, but neither I nor anyone else appears 
to have anybody in mind for a successor, and I ex­
pect that the most I can hope for is that the re­
organization of the Finance Committee will develop 
the necessary leadership within itself. 

Elmer called me on the phone this morning. I under­
stand his plans contemplate his return to Minnesota 
sometime this winter or next spring subject to con­
versations with you as to where he can be the most 
useful in whatever you have in mind. 

Incidentally, I may say that I had a letter from 
Mrs. Carlson a day or two ago in which she quoted 
from a letter from John Hamilton requesting any 
information she might have as to your intentions. 
I think this is a contact which it might be well 
to continue cultivating. 

We are all looking forward to having you back and 
to again having the benefit of ·your wise leadership. 

Sincer~ly, 

SA ZM 



MINNEAPOLIS 

STAR JOURNAL AND TRIBUNE 

,JOHN COWLES 
PRESIDENT 

Commander Harold E. Stassen 
USNR 
Staff Commander. 3rd Fleet 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Harold: 

September 25 
1945 

-

A number of times over the last few years I have talked with T. W. Lamont 
about you in relationship to 1948. Today he phoned me and said that he 
had t"alked with Lew Douglas about your being the principal speaker at a 
meeting of the Academy of Political Science dinner in New York on November 8th. 
He said t hat t here was a possibility that Eisenhower might be the other guest 
of honor. He asked whether I would transmit the invitation to you if Lew 
Douglas should phone and ask me to do that, but I said I thought it was 
preferable for Lew to communicate with you direct, and t hat I was sure that 
Forrestal would have the message transmitted if there was need for a prompt 
decision. Probably you will have heard from Lew before receiving this. 

The Academy of Political Science in New York is a fine organization, and I 
believe about as influential a group as one would find anywhere. I spoke 
at one of their dinners after getting back from the~ip I took to England 
with Wendell in 1941. If you are planning to make a number .of speeches 
around the country later this fall, I would think that the Academy of Political 
Science is certainly one of the top audiences that you could have. 

I have heard that you expect to be back in Washington in a couple of weeks 
and out of the navy by the end of October. I am looking fonlard to an 
opportunity of seeing you, as I have a lot of different things that I would 
like to talk with you about. 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
John Cowles 
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P. O. BOX 2450 

FILE NUlIfBEIl 

HA\\TAHAN SUGAR PLANTERS' ASSOCIATION 
OPF'ICH OF TUB SBVRBT ..... Sy .. TBB.&.SDBBB 

HONOLULU, HAWAII, U. S. A. 

September 28, 1945 

Commander Harold stassen, USNR 
Pearl Harbor, 
Oahu. 

Dear Harold: 

LEITER NO. __ _ 

Cable and Wireleu Addru. 
~HASP" 

To follow up our tour of the Oahu Sugar 
Company the other day, we have prepared the attached 
table showing earnings per 8-hour day in various 
sugar plantation operations. These operations are 
divided into two groups - Nos. 1 to 12 are called 
Harvesting Operations and Nos. 13 to 19 Non-Harvesting 
Operations. The bonus at the present time consists 
of 30i%. 

Mr. Faye and I enjoyed very much having had 
this opportunity to show you around, and we wish you 
good luck and success upon your return to civilian 
life. 

Sincerely, 

P.S . If you should have the time and care to meet 
a friend of ours in Washington, please call 
on Mr. Ernest W. Greene, 731 Investment Bldg., 
residence: 1917-23rd street . You will find him 

WP:EP an interesting man and well conversant with 
Hawaii's problems. Used to be manager for many 

Encl.. years of Oahu Sugar Co. and is now Vice President 
of this iLssocia tion, Vlashington representative. 
His wife, Ethel, and Er~est are very dear friends 
of ours, and very charm~ng hosts. 

"A BIT OF SWEET MAKES THE MEAL COMPLETE" 
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HAWAIIAN SUGAR PLANTERS' ASSOCIATION 
Honolulu, T. H. 

AVERAGE FOR ALL ISLANDS • ISLAND OF • 
FOR JULy 1945 • OAHU • · · Excluding Including · Excluding Including · Bonus Bonus Bonus Bonus 

1. Cutting 3.81 4.97 4.34 5.66 
2. Cutting &. Packing 4.11 5.36 
3. Packing 3.7S 4.93 
4. Packing &. Fluming 4.24 5.53 
5. FlUIlling 3.55 4.63 
6. Piling 4.78 6.24 
7. Loading 3.34 4.36 3.20 4.18 
8. Hauling Cane 3.44 4.49 3.93 5.13 
9. Laying Portable Track 5.04 6.5S 5.37 7.01 
10. Laying Portable Flume 4.08 5.32 
11. Other Operations 3.14 4.10 3.47 4.53 
12. Totals &. Avgs. 1-11 3.~0 5.0~ 4.37 5.70 
13~ Planting 3~45 4.50 3~61 4.71 
14. Cul tiva ting 3.31 4.32 3.45 4.50 
15. Fertilizing 3.61 4.71 3.28 4.28 
16. Irrigating 2.9S 3.S9 2.S6 3.73 
17. Brooming 3.26 4.25 3.53 4.61 
IS. Other Sugar Act 2.94 3.84 3.39 4.42 
19. Totals &. Avgs. 13-lS 3.25 4.24 3.39 4.42 
19.(a)Totals &. Avgs. 12&.19 3.54 4.62 '3':'m' 4.79 
20. Machine Operators 3.6I 4.?I 4."2'5 5.55 
21. Advances 2.42 3.16 2.62 3.42 

Long Term 

22. Totals &. Averages 
Farm Sugar Act 3.79 4.95 4.34 5.66 

Note: In Addition to these cash wages, the laborers receive the following perquisites: 

Free Housing Water Fuel Medical attention and 
Hospitalization for 
himself and his family. 
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BARTLEY C . CRUM 

Airmail 

Capt. Harold E. Stassen 
744 Stewart Lane 
South st. Paul, Minn. 

Dear Harold: 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

RUSS BUI L DING 

S AN FRANCISCO, 4 

October 16, 1945 

First, my congratulations on your elevation to a captaincy. 
I have always understood from my Navy friends that a Captain 
in the Navy is almost equivalent to "God." 

Freda Kirchwey of The Nation, has written me that she is eager 
to have you partiCipate in the forum of The Nation AssOCiates, 
particularly in the dinner meeting which will take place on 
Monday, December 3. 

I should like to add my hope that you can find time to attend 
the dinner meeting at least. The Nation Associates is doing, 
in my opinion, a valiant job for the cause of progress and your 
presence at the dinner would serve, I think, to emphasiS and 
to~ierline the forthright and progressive role not only which 
you have played in the past, but which we all know and believe 
you will play in the,rough days ahead. If you can do it, I 
believe that you should. 

I was sorry that I did not see you when you passed through 
San Francisco. There have been some developments within the 
party of the liberal end, which are modestly heartening. The 
general impression though of the Republican Party is that 
leaders such as yourself and Wendell are really mavericks and 
not representative of the party's attitude. This, of course, 
is an understatement because the record in the Congress of our 
party has been ~~Q ~-' 7 as it has been in the past twelve or 
more years. 

It is still pitting itself - I think, stupidly against the 
entire trade union movement. It has not fulfilled its one 
specific pledge in Chicago on a permanent fair employment 
practice committee. Its hierarchy from Brownell on seems com­
pletely blind to the facts as they exist in the world today. 

InCidentally, Spivak of the "American Mercury", has asked me 
to do a job on a "Proposal for a Progressive Republican Party.fT 
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I may do it, although I am not at all sure that it should 
not come from you. 

Warmest personal regards. 

Bartley C. Crum 

bcc:hu 







II A..'tl.1ED FORCES RADIO STATIOli 

",XLI NAVY 926 

9 January 1946 

Dear 101r. Ste.ss n: 

Greetings of the 1946 season from Guam in the Marianas. I know the waters 
in this vicinity were your stalking grounds for perhaps a longer period of time 
than you care to remember. 

I wieh to thank you at this time for autographing and returning to me the 
copy of your timely and thought provoking article, liThe Cost of Lasting Peace". 
I prize it most highly. 

Because you must be wondering about the reason for the gift package accom­
panying this letter, I will explain same immedintely. As the war neared an end, 
I was transferred by ComServPac from Commander Air Support Control Units for 
whom I was working on Guam to Radio Station WILl . As part of my work as contin­
uity director here I have been writing and aS$embling a quarter hour round-table 
type discussion program called, "This Concerns you". The program, which i8 
broadcast from 2000 to 2015, runs twice weekly. To date, we have discussed several 
score subjects of varied fare which the Information and Education Section of the 
Army Garrison Force has suggested. Only the most topical and informative subjecte 
are submitted by this unit, which provides the broadcast talent. I was very 
pleased to find your Collier's article offered, and jumped at the opportunity 
to present it to our listeners. 

In drawing up the script, of course, I tried to remain as close to your 
actual text as I could and still maintain our established radio type format for 
this program. I have enClosed a print or two of some pictures taken during one 
of our September programs by a Stars and Stripes photographer . The boys are all 
admirers of yours and were happy to be able to do the script. 

I, in fact, am now (and have long been) such an enthusiastic supporter of 
yours that I am going to be bold enough to ask whether you might find a place for 
me somewhere in your campaign line-up. During the four years I was on the 
advertising and radio staff of the ilwaukee Journal (1937-1941) I followed your 
'linnesota reform campaigns with great interest. In the one yea.r period following 
the time I left The Journal to open a television department with Douglas Leigh in 
New York City and before my enlistment in the Navy in 1942, I must confess I was 
pretty busy getting away with the green light . But, when you moved in to the 
office a.t Great Lakes for tholSe five "eeks in early 1942, my interest (and that 
of my brother1s) in a certain H.E . S.,and what he stands for, broke all bounds 
and has continued growing ever since. Life can mean so much more with first class 
government. I watch all our teletype ne\iS out here for possible campaign material 
and read everything else I can get to round out the ~icture. 

At nresent, I am ready to start my trip home for a discharge. I have com­
pleted f~ur years of service as a reserve.(reservist) in the enlisted ranks. 
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My brother bested me by one month. His sea duty was in the Atlantic. After 
leaving Great Lakes, I was assigned duty at several other stops across the U.S. 
I was thereby in position to study a country at war. At the present time. I have 
spent fifteen months at sea or overseas. At all times I have tried to make 
accurate and thorough observations of my environment. 

After a short rest at the home of my parents (Richmond. Indiana), and a 
visit with my brother John at his home in ~ilwaukee , I plan on heading back to 
New York City and having another look at the magic of television. The firm I 
was with when I enlisted in the Navy (Douglas Leigh, Inc.) produced and filmed 
the National Broadcasting Company1s first animated film commercial especially 
made for television (1941). I wonder whet~r you might share my belief that 
television could make a creditable showing~he field of public service in the 
metropolitan areas in the 1948 presidential campaign. 

For the past few months, I have been attempting to visualize various pro­
cedures as they might be used to further your campaign. I know that my brother, 
too, has many ideas on the subject. Especially. as regards the veteran's vote. 

Well, I guess I must out with it --
vould it be possible to arrange a meeting some where-some place where the 

Kamp brothers could once again have the pleasure of the inspiring Stassen presence? 
Should you grant us an interview. I can assure you we will set out post baste for 
St. Paul (our mother's home town). But, no matter what your decision in this 
matter, Mr . Stassen, we ask that you consider us among your most staunch and 
ardent boosters. 

Douglas Kamp, enroute to: 
227 Jorth 16th Street, 
Richmond, Indiana 
c/o i·~r . and ·Irs, Earl J. Kamp . 
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