
• 

JOHN COWLES 
PRESIDENT 

l 

CC - HAROLD STASSEN 

MINNEAPOLIS 

STAR JOURNAL AND TRIBUNE 

t 

-



MIN EAPOLIS STAR JOURNAL AND TRIBUNE 
~ 

.JOHN COWLES 
PRESIDENT 

• 

COpy 



THE NATURE OF BUREAUCRACY 

BUREAUCRACy , by Lud.wig von Mises. New Haven: Yale University Press, 125 pp., $2.00. 

Despite much talk concerning the great danger of bureaucracy there have been but few 
analyses of what is the real significance of bureaucracy. The discussion is often 
premised on the assumption that bureaucratic institutions exist only in government. 
Can they exist in a non-gover~ental organization? What are the. social and political 
implications of such institutions? Until this book was published the literature of 
politics did not include a real analysis of bureaucracy. 

The Author 

Ludwig von Mises is an AUstrian economist. For a quarter of a century he was a pro­
fessor at the University of Vienna. At the same time he was economic adviser to the 

• Austrian Chamber of Commerce. Subsequently he taught at Geneva and the University of 
Mexico. Among the books he has written are: Theory of Money and Credit; Socialism, 
an Economic and Sociological Analysis; and Omnipotent Government. 

Character and Method 

This work is a theoretical study of bureaucracy and its implications. Its author as 
an economist approaches the problem from the viewpoint of economic theory rather than 
from the standpoint of an analysis of the actual operation of government institutions. 
By contrasting bureaucratic management with business management he attempts to discover 
the nature of bureaucracy. The book is simply written and easy to read: although the 
discussion is on a theoretical plane, it is not abstruse. 

Summary 

Profit Management 

The nature of bureaucracy can be understood only by comparing it with profit management 
in private industry. Where a free market exists, the consumer. by his purchases, 
controls what is to be produced. "The capitalistic system of production is an economic 
democracy in which every penny gives a right to vote." "Profit and loss are instru­
ments by means of which the consumers keep a tight reign on all business activities." 
The great merit of capitalism is that it ts the only system of social co-operation and 
the division of labor that offers a method of computation on which to base the planning 
of new enterprises as well as the appraisal of the utility of those enterprises already 
in operation. The ultimate basis of such calculations is the valuation of goods by 
the consumer. This takes place in the market and the relative desirability of different 
goods to the consumer is evidenced by the prices that he is willing to pay for them. 
As a consequence of consumer willingness to pay the prices asked, the' production of goods 
results in a profi t or a loss. "Economic calculation makes it possible for business 
to adjust production to the demands of the consumers. 1I Under a socialist system l1there 
would be neither dis cernible profits nor discernible losses. II Consequently economic 
calculation would not be pOSSible, a·nd it would be impossible to discover whether given 
types of production actually meet the needs of consumers. 

Under capitalism all management is appraised from the viewpoint of its capacity to make 
a profit. In producing a good not for direct sale in the market, the test is: Can we 
buy it cheaper than we can make itl Under the profit system the discretion of the 
manager of a plant need not be limited by detailed regulations, because a sufficient guide 
to his efficiency exists in his capaCity to make a profit or a loss in the market. In 
view of the continued flexibility required by the market, it is not even advantageous 
to impose rigid regulations on him. 
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Bureaucratic Management 

Now in turning to a definition of bureaucratic management. the crucial problem is to 
determine what constitutes the public interest in any field where, the free market does 
not operate. Since there is generally no calculable profit or loss we cannot determine 
what actually gives public satisfaction. This is especially true in the case of govern­
ment action. Nevertheless there still is a need to determine what is a useful public 
service. and it is desirable to ascertain that the service is properly performed. 
But the author points out. liThe objectives of public administration cannot be measured 
in money terms and cannot be checked by accounting methods." In private enterprise the 
behavior of the public in the market is the guide; in public service not run for a 
profi t. something must take .its place. A series of rules is developed to determine the 
goals of public service as well as the methods of attaining those goals. Then the 
author proceeds to indicate the real nature of bureaucracy. 

Bureaucratic management is management bound to comply with detailed rules and 
regulations fixed by the authority of a superior body. The task ·of the 
bureaucrat is to perform what these rules and regulations order him to do. His 
discretion to act according to his own best conviction is seriously restricted 
by them. 

Bureaucratic management is the method applied in the conduct of administrative 
affairs the result of which has no cash value on the market. 

Bureaucragy in Private Enterprise 

Bureaucratic management can occur in private enterprise. Any form of government control 
of profits either by ta:xation or other means breeds bureaucratism in business. But "no 
private enterprise will ever fall prey to bureaucratic methods of management if it is 
operated with the sole aim of making a profit." In a large part of Europe. the author 
asserts that: 

With the increasing government interference with business it became necessary to 
appoint executives whose main duty it was to smooth away difficulties with the 
authorities. First it was only one vice-president in charge of "affairs referring 
to government administration." Later the main requirement for the president and 
for all vice-presidents was to be in good standing with the government and the 
political parties. Finally no corporation could afford the "luxury" of an execu­
tive unpopular with the administration. the labor-unions. and the great political 
parties • • • • 

Such executives did not care a whit for the company's prosperity. They were accus­
tomed to bureaucratic management and they accordingly altered the conduct of the 
corporation's business. Why bother about bringing out better and cheaper products 
if one can rely on support on the part of the government? For them government 
contracts. more effective tariff protection. and other government favors were the 
main concern • • • • 

Social and Political Implications 

Bureaucrats tend generally to identify themselves with the state. They consider them­
selves above the law. not bound by it. Thus they consider themselves as above the 
citizens and not responsible to anyone for their acts. 

Complacency is another outgrowth of the system. Bureaucrats identify themselves with 
whatever is good in society and they feel that the citizens should be grateful to them 
for bringing it about. 
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In a democracy the bureaucrat is also a voter and thus he has a voice in choosing the 
government. Above anything else he is primarily interested in increasing his own re­
wards and in keeping the existing government in power. He thus tends to utilize his 
power and authority to keep his regime in office. 

He is also interested in developing a given state of mind in the public--that the profit 
motive is not desirable or possible. Therefore more government action is required. 

Psychological Aspects 

The youth of the country have a hard time getting ahead in a bureaucratic society since 
advancement depends primarily on seniority. A sense of frustration follows and a special 
youth movement develops. 

Because of the rigidities of bureaucracy it stultifies progress. This rigidity comes 
inevitably from the need for following rules and regulations. In social life rigidity 
amounts to petrification and death. 

Another consequence is a decline of the critical sense. In a dictatorship, adulation 
of the "leader" is the rule, in a democratic bureaucracy the "common manu receives adula­
tion. The people are led to believe that the bureaucrat always does exactly what they 
would want him to do, if they were in a position to know W~At should be done, and thus 

- criticism is avoided. 



WHERE IIPLANlJED COUTROtll LEADS 

THE ROAD TO SERFDOM. by Friedrich A. Hayek, with a Foreword by John Chamberlain. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 250 pp •• $2.75. 

Here is a provocative analysis of and warning against the trend toward statism. Have 
Great Eritain and the United States been traveling the wrong 'road for the past quarter 
century? Are they being led astr~y by the same siren calls which wrecked Germany and 
Italy on the reefs of collectivism? To most of us nazism and fascism are haunting 
terrors. We dread them as we would the plague. We see no necessary connection between 
them ·and our interest in full emploj~ent, social security, or freedom from want. Eut, 
in our impatience to reach desirable ends, have we been committing ourselves to a course 
which means turning our backs upon individual freedom and political democracy? Viewing 
the complexities of modern society, some economists believe that monopoly, administered 
prices, and widely pervasive rigidities are inevitable, that competition will be~ome 
more and more restricted in area, and that as a result deliberate planning must take 
on ever-increasing scope. Can such a belief be reconciled with our traditional freedoms? 
Are not those who entertain it already traveling the wrong road--the road that leads 
away from individual opportunity and liberalism to collectivist serfdom? These challenging 
queries become particularly pertinent as we look to postwar America. 

The Author 

Friedrich A. Hayek is an Austrian economist who has recently become a British Citizen. 
Formerly Director of the Austrian Institute for Economic Research. he is now Professor 
of Economics B.t the University of London. Among his writings are Collective Economic 
Planning, published in 1935, and Freedom and the Economic System. published in 1939. 

Character and Scope 

The present book is frankly a political essay, written by an economist who has turned 
aside to voice certain compelling apprehensions. Mr. Hayek witnessed the fast-moving 
nazi penetration at close range and states that he has t,,,ice watched a livery similar 
evolution of ideasu-in Germany and Aust:ria during and after the last World War and now 
again in Great Britain and the United States. At present he sees lithe same contempt for 
nineteenth-century libere,lism, the same spurious 'realism t and even cynicism. the same 
fatalistic acceptance of 'inevitable trends tu • He feels all the more fearful for two 
reasons: first, well-meaning leaders of British and American thought who abhor dictator­
ship are nevertheless advocating the same measures which led to fascism and nazism. 
Second. the democracies seem to be on the defensive and uncertain of aim in attempts 
to explain their own ideals. 

Materials for the book are drawn mainly from German and British sources. Its primary 
purpose is to sound a warning. not to set forth what the British or American economies 
should be after the war. It proffers an interpretation of developments in Germany and 
Italy "very different from that given by most foreign observers and by the majority of 
exiles from those countries." 

Summary 

We here present the most pertinent aspects of IvIr. Hayek's argument as it pertains to 
national affairs, rather than a recapitulation of the whole book. The chapter on 
internationalism is omitted~ 

From Liberalism to TotalitariAnism 

Between the last war and this, nineteenth-century liberalism ~ms already being abandoned 
everywhere. says the author. Since then the movement has become accelera.ted. 
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The process of freeing the individual from political and economic thralldom spread 
rapidly until 1870. The most important outcome of this process in the economic "/orld · 
was the realization that freedom of enterprise, through the spontaneous and uncontrolled 
efforts of individuals, could create a complex competitive market system to which each 
individual adjusted himself in one way or another. The development of the anonymous 
~arket mechanism was a slow process, and its early defects loomed large. At the same 
time, by 1870 a new system of ideas was being perfected in Germany, from which center 
it advanced west and east and came to be embraced by impatient reformers in England. 
Socialism had risen to challenge liberalism. 

Among the first effects of the new ideas had been the coinage of the term "democratic 
socialism." Later this was changed to the "new freedom" by reformers who were making 
sincere if misguided efforts to correct certain very apparent social and economic mal­
adjustments. But, as Max Eastman, W. H. Chamberlain, and Walter Lippmann have recently 
.pointed out very emphatically, democracw and socialism cannot be combined. The road to 
the great socialistic "utopia" is not the road to freedom. It was exactly the promises 
of this new road which in Italy and Germany led, not to democracy, but to fascism and 
nazism. And today there is not much difference between these and communism. 

If socialism meant merely greater social justice, equality, and security, it would be 
one thing. But it also means the abolition of private enterprise, private property. 
and the profits system, together with the SUbstitution of a "planned economy" for the 
competitive market mechanism. Where such planned control implies the central direction 
of all activities according to some deliberately constructed blueprint, it can lead to 
nothing short of complete regimentation and serfdom. . 

Are there circumstances beyond our command which compel us to substitute central planning 
for competition? Is there no choice left except "between control of production by 
private monopolies and direction by the government"? It is not disputed tl'l..a,t there 
has been a rapid growth of monopoly in the past half century and an increasing contrac­
tion of the area in which competition is operative. But, as the final report of the 
Temporary National Economic Committee emphasized, there is no reason to believe that 
these are inevitable tendenCies and not chiefly the result of deliberate policy, both 
in the United States and England. 

There is some truth in the idea. which connects the growth of monopoly with technological 
progress. But it does not follow that we must abandon competition instead of finding 
ways and means of making it more effective. The deliberate planning for the whole of 
economic society is no alternative unless we are prepared to go the way of Nazi Germany, 
Fascist Italy, or Communist Russia • . 

Some economic planners like Stuart Chase believe that political democracy can be retained 
even though we have a dictator for economic affairs. Such a belief is erroneous. Our 
freedom of choice as consumers under a competitive system means that if one merchant 
fails to satisfy our wishes we can turn to another. Control over what we consume means 
control over what businessmen produce, over the terms of employment, and over what the 
people receive in income. From all this it is but a. step to the control of how we must 
vote if the over-all planners are to achieve what they regard as proper for society. In 
short. political democracy cannot be preserved if economic matters come under the conscious 
control of the state4 

The socialist road leads naturally to totalitarian nationalism, or national socialism 
as it came to be called in Germany. In England and America there is of course the 
feeling that "it cannot happen here ll • But it is not the present Germany that we are 
imitating; it is the Germany of twenty to thirty years ago--a socialistic Germany which 

led inexorably to nazism. The alarming fact is that most of the English writings which 



- 3 -

are preparing for a totalitarian course in the democracies are the product of sincere 
idealists and often of men of considerable intellectual distinction". Fearing the re­
sults of what they regard as an inevitable drift toward monopoly on the part of organized 
capital and labor (both of them building up enormous aggregations of power), such writers 
embrace, if not a complete totalitarianism, at least a corporative society in which 
the organized industries would appear as semi-independent and self-governing estates. 

This is, however, merely a fascist variant of totalitarian na.tionalism. The program 
of the Labour Party in England is now committed completely to the creation of a "planned 
society", which Professor Laski is convinced should replace the "competitive laissez­
faire order". All such tendencies in Great Britain and the United States mean turning 
our backs on liberalism, democracy, and freedom. They all lead in the opposite direction. 

, Democracy and the Rule of Law 

While all collectivist systems have a definite and all-embracing social goal, a democracy 
can have no unitary purpose or single end, says Mr. Hayek. We talk of a common purpose 
such as the general welfare but this is quite different from the conception of a complete 
social design or blueprint. On many questions people in a democratic society have no 
definite or conflicting views simply because there is no occasion to form common opinions 
about them. The essence of the democratic PQsition is that the individual is the 
ultimate judge of his ends and that for the most part his own views govern his actions. 

Comprehensive planning always requires more agreement than actually exists. The delega­
tion of legislative powers is not objectionable so long as such delegation covers merely 
the making of general rules. This is not alvTays understood and as a result arbitrary 
power is delegated which can be guided only tlby the whims and fancies of irresponsible 
individuals. II Hence confusion and dissatisfaction follow and the cry for an economic 
dictator is heard. Democracy and freedom require that whatever rules are laid down 
represent common agreement and that such agreement cover but a small area of the whole 
of social life. 

The rule of law in a democracy means that within the recognized general code the individual 
is free to pursue liis personal ends and desires unhampered. Such a rule is the opposite 
of arbitrary pO''ler in that it is no respecter of persons. All are treated alike. At 
the same time, since the formal laws of a liberal system apply only to general situations, 
the particular adaptations of people will vary considerably. This rule of law was 
"consciously evolved only during the liberal age and is one of its greatest achievements, 
not only as a safeguard but as the legal embodiment of freedom." . 

The rule of law under liberalism thus implies limits to the scope of legislation, whether 
laid down in a bill of rights, a constitutional code, or merely as a firmly established 
tradition. These recognized limitations guarantee the inalienable and inviolable rights 
of the individual. In time of crisis, as during a war, it is inevitable that some 
individual rights be temporarily restricted. But unless there is a return to the rule 
of law as soon as the crisis is past, liberalism is being abandoned. 

Impatience with material conditions over which we have no control has often led well­
meaning men to attempt impossible or dangerous solutions. In a complex civilization 
like ours, it is always necessary for the individual to adjust himself to conditions 
and changes over which no one can have any rational control. 

It was manls submission to the impersonal and seemingly irrational forces of the market 
which made possible the growth of a liberal economic society, and the only ultimate 
alternative to such submission is a subjection to the equally irrational and, in 
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addition,! arbitrary power of other men. Submission to the market does not imply laissez 
fa1re. ~carefully worked-out legal framework is urgently needed to make competition 
effective today. "Neither the existing nor the past legal rules are free from grave 
defects." But the development of suitable general rules for an effective competitive 
system had not proceeded very far before states began to turn to methods which meant the 
complete displacement of competition. This tendency must now be reversed. "Planning 
and competition can be combined only b,y planning for competition but not by planning 
against competition. • •• Within the scope of this book, we cannot enter into a dis­
cussion of the very necessary planning which is required to make competition as effec­
tive and beneficial as possible." 

In general, the main point "of the book is that, in a peacetime democracy, "planned control" 
over large areas of economic life must not be undertaken. Minimum standards guided by 
the libertarian rule of law should of course be worked out, says the author--with re-
spect to conditions of living, social security, and, particularly, with respect to the 
preservation and effective application of the competitive market mechanism. But beyond 
the establishment of such general standards lie vast areas of material conditions to 
which each individual must continue to adapt himself "in his own particular way if democ­
racy and freedom are to survive. 
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CALLING ALL PARTIE~ DEWEYHACES HANDICAP- ' 
IN A lCOND CAMP AIGN ')-';:'!,:~",~~ 

He Must Meet Party Opposition and 
First Be Re-elected Governor 

By JAMES A. HAGERTY 
WhileRepublicanleadersthrough-\feated tor that office. Should Mr. 

out the country. are not Inclined to Dewey decide to be a candidate for 
hold Gov. Thomas E. Dewey per- the Presidential nomination again 
sonaIIy responsible for their party's he would have to face that handl-
defeat, the question of his position cap. . 
in . the party . has already been Governor Dewey was nominated 
raIsed. , for President tor only one reason. 

Mr. Dewey s conference here on He had been elected Governor of 
Thursday with RepubUcan Con- New York In 1942 by a plurallty 
gresslonal leaders and Herbert ot 647,395 and a majority of 243-
Brownell Jr., Republican National 786 and wiLl regarded as having 
Chairman, has been accepted by the best chance of any of the as­
Republicans in Washington as an plrants of winning the forty-seven 
indication that he Intends to be electoral votes of the Empire 
active in his role as "titular leader" state. This made Governor Dewey 
of the party and to leave the way the logical nominee of the Repub­
open for a second try for the Presl- lican convention, just as Mr. Roose­
dential nomination. velt's re-election as Governor in 

Mr. Brownell's action in calling 1930 by a plurality of 725,000 made 
the national committee to meet in him the logical Democratic nom­
Indianapolis on Jan. 22 to author- inee for President in 1932. 
Ize the establishment of a vigorous, 
continually functioning opposition Looking to 1946 
party, with a reinforced and im- To remain In the Presidential 
l>rove~ staff at the headquarters in picture in 1948 Mr. Dewey must 
Washlligton, also was seen not only run again for Governor in 1946 
as an indication that Mr. BrowneIl, and be re-elected. Even If he .• 
whom Mr. Dewey picked for the should win re-election he probably ==;::======:",=======~c~.~rm=,;ck;,j;n,;T=h;e ;cb=r;j.;t1;&n;,s=c1=.;nc~.;M=O;nJ;to;.r 
chairmanship, wH,1 continue In th~t would not be In as favo~able a po- , 
post, but as a SIgn of the POSSI- sltiqn as he was In Chicago last again to be a candidate for Presi- up of nationalists, WhO Cavor some 
bihty of the Governor making a June. There wlIl be other aspi- dent. His defeat for Governor un- measure of international coopera- , 
second try for the Presidency. rants for the Republican nomina- doubtedly would end his Presiden- tion but are for proceedlzrg with ' 
Should he do ,so, difficulties, not tion tor President, among whom tial aspirations. Rll-election would caution in setting up, an Intern a­
necessarlly insuperable, wllI con- almost certainly wllI be Lieut. make him a possibility for the tional organization. 
front him. Comdr. Harold· E. stassen, for- Presidential nomin!1tlon, but only Further developments in Europe 

merly Governor of Minnesota, and a possl~ility, for lYe has few pel'- of the nature of the preselft diffi-
Stand Attacked Gov. Leverett Saltonstall of Mas- sonal frIendships among the party cuI ties in Greece, Italy; Belgium 

The stand he took during the sachusettl. leaders . stron~ e~ough to bring and Poland might increase the na-
campaign has been attacked by Should he s~ek re-election, Gov- about hIS nommatl~n unless he ap- tionalistlc feeling among Repub­
The Chicago Tribune, which repre- ernor ' Dewey · I. sure to face peared to them to ~e the candidate liCMS, and the 1948 c(;mvention of 
sents the isolationist point of view stronger opposition than he did with the b~8t chance of winning. the party might refuse to noml­
in the party. At the same time, when he defeated Col. John J. Ben- At this bme no one can tell who nate for President a candidate 
Republicans whose views on for- nett Jr., former Attorney General, Is likely to be the Republican Pres- holding the views expressed by 
eign policy COincide with those of in 1942. The Democratic candidate identlal nominee III 194~. As a Lieutenant Commander stassen 
the late WendeIl L. WlIIkie would for Governor Is expected to be World War veter~, LIeutenant and Governor SaltonstaII and leave 
hardly support Mr. Dewey for United Statel Senator James M. Comman~e~ Stassen might be In a the way open for the nomination 
another Presidential nomination. Mead, whom Colonel Bennett, with good posItion. o.f someone not under consldera-
Some of them, like RusseII Daven- the help of James A: Farley, de- Other Prospects hon at present. 
port- and Senator Joseph H. Ball of teated for the Gubernatorial nom- Governor Saltonstall who was Governor .Dewey is confronted 
~innesota, even opposed him for Inatlon. Senator Mead (assuming elected to the Senate 'while Gov- with a polltlcal problem in his own 
election. Mr. Dewey's support in that he wlll be nominated) i8 cer- ernor Dewey lost his State, also is State In the selection of a .State 
the Republlcan party is confined taln of nomination also by th'e regarded as a strong possibility as chairman to succeed Edwm F. 
to those who, like him, take a mid- American Labor and Liberal par- the party standard bearer in 1948. Jaeckle, who re8igned soon after 
dIe position on the part the United ties, which together poIIed 825,640 Both Lieutenant Commander Stas- the election. So far there has been 
States should take In a post-war votes for President Roosevelt at sen and Governor Saltonstal1 are no agreement on a successor, and 
effort to maintain peace. the last election. The Labor party, Sincerely In favor of an intern a- the lack of leadership In the Re-

Mr. Dewey has few close per- which III the political ann of the tional organization to maintain publlcan party i8 lllustrated by the 
.onal ties with the national com- PAC In ·this State, would go all out peace, and their views on foreign fact that a survey of the members 
rnlttee members and the State against Governor Dewey and for policy are regarded as extending of the State commlt* and the 
chairmen, who, much more than the Senator Mead if they should be the farther toward all-out interna- county chalnnen hall disclosed no 
Republican Senators and Repre- opposing candidates for Governor. tlonal coopr.ration than those of outstanding man wiIllng to take 
sentatives in Washington, usuaIIy • . Governor Dewey. the post or especiaIIy ·qualifled for 
sontrol the selection of delegates DeCISion (Jan Walt The members of the Republican It. The selection of a new State 
to the party's national conventlol). Governor Dewey, of .course, need party, as was shown during the chairman apparently wUl await 8:, 

Moreover, during the eighty-four make no Immediate decision on recent campaign, are not united on meeting ot the revised State com· 
years ot its existence the Repub- whether to run for re-election. A foreign policy. They include botl;! mlttee, to be held late in January 
lican party, unlike the Democratic decision to run agal!1 for Governor isolationists and internationallsts, 
party. haB never nominated tor would be accepted throughout the but the bulk of the party, particu­
President a man prevlonsly de- country as Indication of hi. desire larly In the Middle West, is made 

READ 
Th. Hundred N •• dled. 

,,~,,-,,:~~ 



~N~::::t From Se~~-to-r~Jo;eph . Ball ~ 
To the Editor: My respect for the editorial 2 I spent approximately one hour with the Presi- :,1 

Integrity of the Star Journal an'd Tribune' sank dent and Harry Hopkins, not three hours as , 
the story states. It so happens this was my sec- ' 

pretty low during the recent cam'palgn when ond conference with President Roosevelt, the first : 
you rehashed and printed all the various, and con- having been on the B2H2 resolution , In March, . 
fllctlng smear stories concerning me, dreamed up 1943. Hopkins was present at both conferences, 
In the editorial sanctums of the McCormick·Pat- the only two times I have ever met him. , 
terson pre~s. But It dropped another notch when f) Your story states an advance copy of Roose. 
I read the story In the Sunday Tribune, Dec. 17, \,) veit's Oct. 21 foreign policy speech was on my ', 
under Nat Finney's byline, purporting to give a desk Oct. 12, the day the three questions were 
new "inside" story on my ccinlerence with ltoose- made public. Fact is I never saw an advance 

copy of the speech and heard It for the first time 
velt, Which story appears .to be a rehash of Drew on the radio when It was ,given. I 
Pearson's colUmn for the same day. I 

After' all, there is not , even the heat of the 4 Finney's story ot what was discussed at the ! 
campaign now to justify the bald Inaccuracies of co'nference is singularly at variance with my I 

the story, inaccuracies which Finney at least was own recollection, bu t I suppose he was hiding in I ~ 
In a position to check easily. Theretore; I am the wallpaper and my ,own mem6ry Is at fault. { 

, asking you to print these few' corrections of fact. I' 
',I cannot pass on the accuracy of the flat state- \ '1 Your story is that President Roosevelt per- ment in the story that Russell Davenport wrote 

suaded me to pose the three questions on for- the basic text for Roosevelt's speech, but know- i, 
eign policy for aU candidates, both presidential Ing Davenport and his talent, I suspect it is a \ 

and congressional. Fact is the three questions , g:MoSaSyliblelhuomn bhlyiS SSUPgegeeCsht,wtrhltaltngwlatbhlllgtYr'eat new". ~,.' 
were ' made public by' me Oct. 12. I did neit see ., 
the President until Sunday, Oct. 15. The de- and Issues crowding newspapers for space, It is a 
clslon to reduce the Issues as I saw them to ques· shame to waste over a column and a halt on the 
tlons was made before I left St. Paul, Oct. 8, arid kind of journalistic tripe this story represents. 
the first rough draft made then. Obviously the Washington, D. C. -Joseph H. Ball, 
President knew nothing about it. U. S. Senator. 

Editor's Note: The Star-,-o-u-rn-a-'-a-n-d-T-r-i-b-u-n-e--I-.-S-en-a-t-o-r-B-a-l-'-h-im.sell has said he and ' tlle , l, 

have repeatedly expressed the highest regard tor Prelfideitt iliscussed foreign policy. Our inform.a­
Senator Ball's sincerity of purpose, and have ai- tion about the details came from a trustworthy , 
ways advocated ,the fundamelltal principles of for- source; but of COUT8e Senator Ball himself would 
eign poii'cy which Ire espou3es. So little , good can be tire best aittltority, if Ire wishes to be e;l:plicit. 
come from keeping alive the incidenlaL diff erences l . fl llere's a fair question: What did 1Il uence 
of a political campaign about tactics. Senator Ball to come out for Roolfevelt if it was 

Tire Star Journal and Tribune aim to publish 1I0t his satisfaction with Roosevelt's foreign policII 
what is being said abouf newsworthll Minnesotans speech. of which he 11010 speaks so slightingly? 
by people or periodicals In other paris of lhe coun- The Democratic high command's belief that the 
try. To this end we ha~e reprinted scores of com- Ball shift wtis their No.1 campaign coup was news, 
m.endatorll nrlicles and editorials from other neW8- and tile Star Journal and Tribune 'printed the 
papenl and magazines about Senator Ball_ Like· facts about it as accurately ahd completely as we 
loise, all a matter 0; news, we printed in tlle Sun- could get tltem with the best facilities at our com­
day Tribune Oct. '17 assertions which were "widely mani/.. We will continue to report the senator's 
current about Ball's po.,sible motives for support- new~worthy activities as adequately and acwrately 
ing Roosevelt-but we 'did so with Senator Ball's as we can get the facts, and uiith no purpose but 
own comment on .,uch 1ft oriel! featured under' the to tell the newl!_ 
headline: "Ball Denies 1918 'Offer' by New Deal." 
And we repeatedlll m(lde plain editorially our o,lon 
conviction that Senator BaU'8 motives were un-
inrpeacltable-even if, a8 we believed, his method., 
were mistaken. So tlte senator's complaint that 
our "editorial integrity" is involved is nonsense, 
and tlte lIenator, as 11 former new8paperman, must 
know it. , 

Five weeks after election, tlte interesting blit 
frequp-ntly ILnre.liable Drew Pearson wrote a Sun­
day column saying the Democratic high command 
regarded, Ball's indorsement of Roosevelt as its 
altrewdest coup of the campaign. Since this was a 
dory of special Minnesota inlerest, we sought to 
check its accuracy and direc'ted Ollr olQn Wash­
ington 'bureau to go after the facts. The story by 
Staff Corre.,pondent Nat Finney, to which Senator 
Ball now takes exception, loas the result. It was 
similar 'in many respects to Pearson's, but it wns 
the result of independent diggillg_ It came from 
1I0ilrceB high in the Dem"cratic inner circle. 
Senator BaU himself was away from Washington 

, and' efforts to reach him by long distance tele-
_" __ . i'ip'!fI ~ were unsuccessful. , " , 

\ \ As 'to the points 't'/[~'n1Cator rltlIlCIJ.: __ , __ _ 

, ~ 1. Our story did nO,t say liar imply that Sellat~r­
\{1tiU's three questions to tlie candidates were the 
fre llident's and not BaU's, or that they were pro­
p,olLllded only after his talk with the President. ' 
I, I. W heth,er Senator Ball spent one holtr with 
lire President or three, he was in the White II o~e 
grounds approximately three hours; Bome of 'that 
ti,rle may have been spent waiting in an ante-room. 
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Mr. John Cowle., President 
Minneapolis Star Journal and Tribune 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dear John: 

COP Y 

January 9, 1945 

Sure I vas sore at the Star Journal and Tribune . Not at your editorials, which 
were much fairer than those in the Pioneer Pre 8. and ~vhow as a newspaperman 
I ' d be th last to take i8sue with your right to take any kind of an editor~al 
position you wanted to take. nut I did get sore at the O'Donnell s~ r stories 
which the Star Journal picked up and reprinted ae news, when you certainly are 
familiar enou;h with ashl~ton to know how reliable O'Donnell lB. Also, I hope you 
know me we1l enough to know how much stook to put in such s ~orie8 . 

But I want to asaur both you and Gid that there was nothing personal in my letter 
at all, and certainly nothing to interfere with our friendship . I think you would 
agree that when I 88 a politician and a former newspaperman figure that it is 
necessary to correct charges that are printed, it is my obligation to do BO in 
the most effective manner possible. 

Sincerely 

JOE 

Joseph R. Dall 

JHB:S 
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Commander Harold ~ . Stassen 
3rd Fleet, % Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Harold: 

OLDSMOBILE 
SIX[5 & [IGHTS 

RECAPPING 

VULCANIZING 

The news reports we get of Admiral Halsey and the r est of 
your group show that you are realy laying it on and making 
excellent progress. I hope th~ t the turn of events ill be 
such that your stay will not be too long in the acific . 

The other day I talked to Harold Seavy and he stated that 
the Teamster ' s union had a meeting in Indianapolis and quite 
a bit of the discussion was about yourself regarding 1946 and 
1948 . The conservative members of the organizations seem to 
be quite concerned about the possibilities that the Democrats 
in 1948 will nominate a "reactionary" probably from the South 
or the border states . This being the case labor will be in a 
very bad position especially if Republicans do likewise . With 
this in mind the Teamster ' s union have decided to try building 
you up for the Senate in 1946 . If this fails their efforts 
will not be wasted in that it iill be a running start as far 
as they are concerned for 1948 . 

I thought you would be interested in this and Till try 
to kFep on top of it and forrard information to you so that 
you ill be advised as to developments . 

The reaction on Joe is better than it has been previously 
and he is gettin~ along in pretty ood shape . I have had 
several b~siness people stop me at Rotary and other meetings 
and ask -me for further information as to reasons why Joe took 
the stand he did . They say that probably Joe was right . Many 
of the old guards, such as Roy Dunn and others, still "hate 
his guts" and will do their best to "crucify" him . 

It seems quite likely that Hubert Humphrey will file for 
mayor in Minneapolis and that his op ponet will be Mayor Kline . 
If I bet right I say that Kline will take a 'Icleaning" . This 
will be one way to get rid of two bad eggs at the same time . 

Good luck to you, Harold ~ As things develop I will write ou. 

Yours tr~ 

!Jt's QuaLLtIj 13uLlt to ~as t 
LAM/vrn 



Co mmander Harold E. Stas sen 
C/o Comma nder , 3rd Fle et 
C/o Fle ~t Postmaster 
Sa n Francisco , California 

De&r Harold : 

Janua ry 24 , 1945 

I have just returned from a trio to the East and to the 
Net i onal " Committea me eting a t Indienacolis, and went to tell you of 
some of my experiences . 

It is t e desire of our organ ization here to correla te the 
work of the state group with the Congressional delegation ih 
Washington and we plan to be down there at inte rvals to hold meetings 
with them a nd assist them in any way 1.!;8 can to make r e cords for 
themselv es ~ ( e hold a weekly dinner meeting v ith the membe rs of 
our l eg isla ture here . ) 

_ In a ccordance with t h is plan , l a s t w.:;ek llTr . Coleman and I 
went to Washingto n a nd soent two days there , Durin?; this time there 
Were about 20 or 25 of the l estl ing ~ashin~ton newsoaoe~ men ho came 
uc to our room a nd with whom I had a chance to talk . 'These a re all 

_ fellows of the Washington news staff that I have gott_en to }rnow quite 
intimately during the- past year and> a half. We a lso had consicpr .ble 
time with Joe Martin a nd Charlie Halleck a nd had occasion to t alk to 
s eve r a l othe r Congress men. From these co nv ~rsation~s I got the fo llow-
ing imcression : (', 

There is con'siderable dissatisfaction in Congress i onal 
circles on the concluct of the l "ast camoaign . This does not neces­
s a rily m.ean t hat the cri_t icism is justified/ but it does exist to a 
very l a r ge extent . There was qu ite a lot of dissat is faction down 
there "'ith the s eniority system a s i 't aoolies to conmittee assignments . 
Nev: Congress men complain thc:.;t they ~Gve np chance to get on good' 
commi t tees and the t the .energy ~nd the i deas tha.t they have e re 
~~buf~ed . I t is hard to tell just h ov much ~f this is justified. 
Certa inly the seniority s ys tem does keep a lot of young men back , 
HOl,=v e r , Martin doe s 'quite a job oi' trying to ke60 'ev e r ybody a s haDDY 
P. S ooss ible . . 

- . 

The National qommittee headLluartpTs at WEls1hl lngtQn certainly 
is far from being effective . They h<:-ve nrRctically no facD ities 
there ' for ge tting information a0d there is no ulan ,to get it before 
the oublic . There is no corice nt r ated a ction to cl ay UD the mi8tak~ s 
of the New Dea l and h&ve t"i.em oublicized end k~ot before the D801)le . 

I delibe r atel y avoided trying to see Joe Ball he caus e 
f e""linp; a s I do at oresent I do not want to meet him. Joe haq , however , 
slic oed v 3ry badly from the limelight down the re,. Vandenberg , in 
outlining his ideas on foreign policy , has become the Reoublican 
sDokes man a nd is receiving a g r ea t many cOID'oliments and t h is has 
r el egated Jo e baek , a l most to obscurity . 

Herb Brownell was down there a coupletof ~e~t8 ago a nd out 
on a cocktail party fo~ the Republican members of both house s . Joe 
came to the Darty , but took a v ery bad beatin~ i'rom those who made tt 
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their purpose to ignore him . Herb , how.:;:ver , greeted him cordially and 
shook hands with him. I will talk more about Joe later on • . 

Leeving ~ ashington \":" 'ent to Nev' York a.nd soent three days 
there . lIJ.r . Coleman had business to trAnsact and I took advantage of 
the op )ortuni ty to renew and keeo alive acquaintances made there la.st 
soring. I sa ~ all of the political editors of the New'York naoers 
and the wire services there . I got to know th"m quite vl ell l a st soring 
and enjoy friendly relationships ~ith them. 

The New York state situation is badly demoralized . Ed Jaeckle, 
"ho \'·as state chairman , resigned that oosi tion after the cRITlnaie;n . 
He resigned because of a feelinq; that Dewpy was making his nos ition 
look ridiculous by dealing around him and aooointing otDer men to do 
tis work. Ed Jaeckle is a hard- boiled oolitician. He ruled his state 
organizc;..tion ypry efficiently pnd was well r0spected by it . Naturally , 
r is resignation ha~ caused c great de8l of dissension in the state 
organizati0n ranks . JEleckl e has been replac~d by a Dewey man ho is 
at present holding a state job , from vb ich he pill resign~ 

• 
The situation in Albany is also very bad in the relations 

betreen erey ehd the leg islature . There is Bot to be a blow- un there 
before spring . It is hard, of course , to get to the bottom of the 
tJ-ing and to knOVl just 'ho to blame, but genera lly soeaking , it seems 
that the suoer-e'fficiency of Derey and h is immediate associates is 
quite distasteful to ma.ny others . For example : At Al bany the legis-
18. tors wanting to s ee the9 Governor must fill out a form that h s been 

_ ~e cently devised . This form must state the purpose of the visit , 
v~at they intend to discuss , etc . Also , wh~re they can be reached and 
full information B.bout many things that they feel unn-ecessary . 
Another thing th&t is causing dissatiflfaction , of course , is the dual 
ocsition that Dewey finds himself in . To be national fie;ure he must 
sneak in na tional tprms; but to remain tJ national fi-;;ure he must also 
keep the supoort of his ~~n state and be re- elected in 1946. In this 
connection he runs into trouble . For pxtffiole: Irr fpvoring the 
St . Lav'r'?nce aterway his remarks met Tlli th fA-vor in Wis onsin a nd 
.• innesota and the c:ntirp middle- vest , but Are v~ry distaste ful to the 
oeoula of his own state . ae is also on record as very strongly 
age'iust racial discrimination and urges different bills to ,this end . 
He 'is , of course , to be admired for tbis stand , but it 's one that is 
going to cause him some trouble in his own st te o 

In NAw York qe spent sev eral hours with Herb Brownell , rho 
'ps ve ry fri endly to us . I also saw sev~r 1 of the oeoole t~at I orked 

with last soring , oarticularly ~ s . John: Cross and I'rs . · Noyes . I called 
uo the Ridders and several other o~ool~ . I didn ' t call or see Arthur 
Goldsmith. 

Joe Ball has been in ew York s.8v ~ral time:s on speak ing 
en~agements and draws large crowds . I snent some: time \1,i th Bob Coughlan , 
an editor of Life Maga Zine , and he , of course , thinks Jo e Ball is 
wonderful . He t hought the stand ae! very ¥Tell taken and he admires him 
a. great deal . This · is true of many other oeoole like him vvho I met 
there last 8oring. For examole : 1here pas a grouo of about 40 peoole 
V~Olf I met , rriters and editors of different magazines around New York 
such as Vog'u~, Life , Time lind other magazines . 

... 
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They are a group about 30 to 40 years of.age ,bo believe 
themselves to be quite liberal ir th-3ir view"" . They were all born of 
R€?1)ublican Darentage b'4t have quest ioned tre Re')ubl lean Party. of late 
years . They were all very fri-?ndly to\yard you and were quite help ful 
t o me hen I was ~n N.o York last soring . They di not , however , 
su ooort De wey , and durin~ the fall camonign most of them vere associatm 
~ith the P. A. C~ This grouo , of oourse , thin~s that Joe Bal~ did a 
very oourageous t h ing . 

Vihe n we left New York for the m'3etirg of the la.tinnal Committee 
at Indianapoli s , the car we w~re in T d'oraciically entirely filled 
with oeoole goin~ to the nat onal convention. Inoluded iD this group 
"ere Herb Brownell , Russell Spr8gue and Ken Bradley • . S-ora 'ue is , 
1: ithout question , a very dominant t, De of a "601itician . He has always 
been very friendly to me , but I l<no" that he is al:'RYs a oolitician 
and al ays vorking at his job , ~ich , for the Dresent , is keeping 
control of the National Committee for De~ey , end in this he does a ~ood 
job . ' -, 

At Indianapolis , there ra s ~uch dissatisfaction be16 1 the 
surfsce . ere is the situa_ tion . Herb Bro"nell is oersonally very well 
liked . He is very affable and ets along vit~ neopl e rell . Ther s is 
one exceotio n to this and it is difficult for me to underst~ nd . He dres 
not ge t along 'ell ~itb the ne~spaoer men . Princioally , I'believe , 
bpceuse tbe is too evasive with th~m at all times and gives them very 
Ii ttle ne'l'lS to work on . ASide from this , hov''3ver , Herb is 'oopula r. v 

There vas a feeli:ng , how3ver, tLat som13 ca rts of th'" camoa ign hfLd not 
be"'n handled rightly . There were differences of oo~ nion [IS to how 
attacks should have been made . But there \,,[-8 a general feeling every­
phere that something must be don~ # Herb proo0sed se~tin~ up a perma­
nent org8~ iz8tion and asked for $1 , 000 ,000 a year to finance it . He 
vrants to set uo research and oub l ici ty bureaus and really £'0 after the 
Congres sional electi0ns in 1946 . So far as we could discover , he basn 1 t 
any sppcific olsn. beyond the general outline and there is s ome dissatis­
faction that these plans are l ack-ing. Herb a.lso v'ants to :reta in his 
l aw oractice in N \ - York City an,d it Tas hip original ~dea that he 1Pould 
soend three days a eek \ri th tb~ Coro mi ttee . There was much feeling 
that this could not be done and ~hat the National Cls irwan should be a 
full - time man . He countered by saying~that he would hire caoable 
assistants . However , the'feeling still prevailed in many minds that 
peoole coming in from ~he nation woul d want to see the chairman and no 
matter hDV c80able the assistant might be they rould not ant to disCUSS 
m~ uters ':i th him. There also lies below the surface thet Brownell is 

, (. t.. 
a Det>-ey mBn and that. Dev'ey seeks ~o be the L;andidate 81!8 in . Then , of 
course , we come back to the same thing that exlst~d at C~icago . The 
fact that De,~r ey , for s ome reason or other , cannot oersonally\ inspire 
oeopl e the 1,vay some' other poli tical leaders can. They ha"e resoect 
forbis ability and his honesty , but he do~s not inpoire them personally . 
~ , 

All of these things , of cours e , ~tayed mor p or 1888 below 
the surfa ce . There las no 0 th er candida.te for Herb 1 s job . There had 
be-n some talk a_bout Charl ie Halleck , wb ich Charlie promptly stooped 
by saying that he would not res'ign from Congress . It 'as also the 
desire to have as harmonious a meeting as oossible , and in the absence 
of any leader to Rtir it uo everything went off fairly smooth . There was 
only one exce-otion to this . Roy Dunn gave Art r;elson his proxy and 
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Art made a speech . I ffiS outside the Committee room with the newspaper 
men ·'hen the soeech -Faa made b"'c8use the committee was in executive 
session , but Art really made a terrific scene . In the first place , 
he snoke in a very loud voice , and laid out on the table all the objec­
tioras there were to Bro 'nell continuing in ris job . It "as a very 
embarrassing situation to m6n~r p.=>oole th~r8 , I understand , narticularly 
to l,rs . Chris Carlson . But ,Art really,ooured it on .' He Sl; id that 
he \~'anted it understood tha t desDi te th8 fact th8 t he was from Hinnesota 
he 'as not doing this becauR"" hI'> Fas lIa Stasspn m.9n II . He sa 10. he ~~new 
StEP ~ n and admired him , ptc ., but that his rpmarks had not'-ling to do 
yri tll the presidential olans of Staesen . I \I'8S ratheR so"ry that Art 
hc:d s cn fit to inject this rpmark , bocause I don ' t belif've it would 
hav~ come out otherWise , and it did bring your name into the iscuRsion 
qui te prominently . The ne-pspaper reoorters imm'3diAtely 0~Ot hold. of me 
and anted to l\:no>;,' l':hat conn""c tion Art had ",i th you anc1 I told them 
a.bsol utely none , that y'r il pre had undoubtedly voted for you in s9v-?ral 
~lections that he 1:rraRn ' t, lI a Staf'sen man" . ThE' only pap,;;r that rea.lly 
connected birJ. uo \'it]:l you 8t all with th;:> Chicago Tribune , ~'}1ich ; of 
course , misses no oPlortunity to kReD on slugging you eVJry chance it 
gets . I am sending you the cliD)in~s on this . Thore is no doubt that 
Art's reill8rks wer~ th~ P'ioughts of many of thp del f>l?;e.t es , but his a ctions 
made it qUite embarr8ssing for the COf"wittee . In the first place , 
of coOrse , the fa ct t"bb t l1e "8 S c; oroxc WAS commented on by other mem­
bers vho felt that he had no right , because of tl:is Dosition , to talk 
FS he did . Art also Drobabl .. r '''Quld have made his C8se a little 
stronger if re hbd(no~ bpen<quite so oratorical and if he had not soent 
80 much time telling about imself and ~is law practice in Chicago 
and St . Paul and the fact that he had been a United States Senator . 

- Art left right after hi!=! remarks and a'unanimous vot;e of confidence 
was ",iven herb Brov.nell and he was'given a free hand to ~o aheEld and 
fornnlate his plans . 

~y observation in Indianaoolis leads me to believe that there 
is much that :r as to be d0'ne wi th the ac tual setuD of the National 
Co:nmi ttee . A large oerc entage of the members certainly have no ooli tical 
effectiveness . They are melrbers because of their social oosi tion or 
the money that they have contributed . lost of t}1em could not control 
votes t;nyv1here , in my opinion , and are not the representatives of the 
-'orking political mach ines in their sta tes . It seems to me tha-t the 
Tation81 Chairman of the Reoublican P":ety srould b'3 dealing l"ith one 
organization in eAch state 8nd that one s"ould be the one carrying on 
the actual campaigning . We ere fortunate in Wisconsin. that the National 
OOl'!'itt'3eman , Oy Philipp , and ilr . Col_eman , the Stat'S Chc: rn,'an , are 
personal friends and '-'ork v"ry closely together . Such is not the case , 
. 0 1ev~r , in many stetes , and ~a Mill nov~r have an effective national 
porty until 'e have this matter straigJ-1tened. out . 

Anoth8r bad t}1ing about th'El national committee , of course , 
is the age of its members , and certainly no young Dc:rson '."ould be 
insoired by thei!r leadership _ Certain'ly the female memb'3rs of the 
commi ttee , < with only a very fe r - exceptions ~ '''ould drive -·ven the voters 
of tLeir 0 rn sex a~"[jy from the 'DArty . 

Your name COI'1P.8 intn speculation in ever" Doli ~ical ~athering . 

Vrnen I- run into ne'VVSDa oer men in the Eas t I am a.l \'Iays a.sked a bout your 
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s~tup End my stock answer has been that your political future is entirely 
your o~n and that no one is author ized to soeak for you in 8ny r p 8oect . 
That it is my belief that .'TOU 'ould ~ngage in no noli tical activi ty until 
th2 v'ar is over and you D.re discharged . The f a c t remp. ins , ho 'ever , tbBt 
you are still a matter of com"1ent . 

The Joe Ball incident is a v~ry difficult one to figure out . 
A 10 ng t e party regulars , of c0urse , J09 Bhll's name is anfthema , and 
Eny r::co-;ni tion you ~' iv i? of _ im or c<ny C 'anc ? th9' h"v'" CO'1"" :'lcti ng you 
v'i t1: 1---~im v"ill be very detriment~,l to you 8 0 f~ r L~8 t~ ~~r eire cnncerned. 
On the oth:;r llrnd , it'p tru e thLt there is [;. IDrg"" nunb-I' of so- called 
lib=>rals , th e poo:)l v:ho flaunt 'oErt' organizat:0n anc id A 8S , "ho tt.ink 
Jo~ i8 \nnderful . : y oV'n o~rsonal viev s of Joe , of cours9 , heve been 
SOl ,;;1" r n thl'; ba.sis thE t I think th['t he had no right ":;0 ::n.lt you in the 
'~oeition that he d id , and I t nk he ~a s a olein fool to h~ve thro~n 
a','ay a n 0'0 Jo rtuni ty It. lch h'3 v'ould now have of beins th" l 'ader in 
rejuvenating the Re::lUblic&n pf:rty C'Llong thA lines all of us V'ould like 
to s ee it . He hap. thrown this ooportunity away . 

I em a~fully sorry to s Ae a inn~ sota slio~lnr bac~ fr nm the 
)os it io n it held a fp~ y~rrs ago in oolitical circles . I an '1't ~n0W 
just v'hOSE' faul t t 18 is , but .:in"18sota ic: a subj :s ct for s r·ma derision 
aga::n 'hen you ge t in the natinnal field . Hrfl . :::!, .rlson told me in 
Ino'f-'nEoolis trkt s e was qnite embarra8sed by o""onl e jUffiDing allover 
her for losing t~o Con~rAsRinnr l s ea ts in th~ l ost el a ct 1 0n , for 
Jo ~ Bell 's actions , for losing the state for Derey , &nd, currently , 
tre a ctions of Art Jelson. I CBn S ':>~ some t r ing to 1-ler DOints , but for 
my own obs ~ryation , I r egret mos tly s e~inq the sta te sliDDing back to 
the qaoe conditlnn ":;rat lt l"as 1n b-,;fore 1938 . 

I encl08 P some cliooings that may int erest you . 

'.11th kindest rega rdS , I remain 

V~ ry truly yours , 

Victor A. Johneton 

VAJ : chs 

Enclosures 
P . S. The effici8ncy of the DeY'ey organ ization is the efficiency of a 

well orga.nized business office . - Actually , they are quite naive 
in oolitical matters . The only tro Dractical ooliticians in the 
outfit are J aeck l e and Surague . With Jaec~le out , Sorague is 
the only one , and the l a rge part of is political ac tion is in 
terms of !;:; 'I York a n m"Ot1tods aD Jlicable there . 
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Dear_Harold, 
It took the discovery of the sheet on which I write to prod me to 

write the letter I should long since have sant.With its finding came a 
feeling of par onab1e pride hich the years have tended to strengthen . 
It was the beginning of a hight adventure which , C0me another day I hope 
will be rekindled in other areas and whicl1 I hope will afford the chance 
for further participation by some of us small fry. I think we ' might , "'i th 
slight modification use the quote at the head of the sheet as a goal for 
a sorely tried world , It looks ' to me Harold as though it will be tough to 
talk and fight for principle in the face of the ' tremendous demand for 
"practical thinking" which seems to me tO , be in the ascendency now . There 
is the ' genera1 assumption that the two are mutually exc1usi~e rather than 
complimentary . With the practical problems about which we all ondered 
aotually upon the United Nations in widespread areas of the earth the need 
for machinery about which you wrote just before leaving , comes in. full 
focus . Eng1and in Greece and Russia in her orbit continue to irk America. 
Criticism and suggestion unmixed with the moderation of responsibility 
continues to be our policy . Vandenberg struck a real vital when he said 
that much of the uhilateral action comes from the other countries' doubt 
of the attitude we would actually take . This has seemed apparent all along 
that with the actual cooperative association no better guaranteed the 
only rational course for each country was to look after itself . 

Ed is getting along ell . I'm sure you heard of his nroposal to tap 
the inco~e t x surplus for University and Teachers College expenses and 
reduce the general state tax to that extent. It is his way of countering 
the demand for lower state Income Taxes . My ober~ation has been that the 
suggestion has been we 1 received except for the expected opposition. He 
is in the middle of a nasty fight in re the University labor trouble. It 
seems that he has his back up a bi t on the high handed manner of lHddl1e­
brook's operations . Nothing in the Regent 's handling of this problem gives 
any justification to the move to prohibit strikes at the University . If 
p~blic employees are not given a status at least equal to that of private 
employees surely they should not be deprived of thie right to strike . 
This a local manifestation of the kind of thinking we are up against on 
a national scale . De Voto in a sizzling review in January Harpers discusses 
the difference in the party and after paying his respects to Willkie ,Joe 
Saltonsta11 and yourself says the choice must be made between this kind of 
thinking and that of the Pews etc, "but they cannot choose the latter and 
win .S ince 1929, when it became necessary to face the facts of li~e, the 
Old Guard has lost every election ?What so~e seem to forget is that the 
total of the last four is just 18 electoral votes short of one victory . 

Joe had the lead article in last Sunday's N.Y. Times magazine sectio~--~ 
There is no ivory tower for us , is its title . He points up the problems 
forcibly and says they must be considered against the background of 3 
facts :l political objectives aren't achieved at a single jump 2- another 
war will finish western civi1ization,3-Dumbarton Oaks and its p~oposa1s 
weak and imperfect , are the best and the only starting point we have. 
"The only alternative to joinging whatever comes out of Dumbarton Oaks 
beginnings is to retire to our ivery tower of isolation that V-I and V-2 
have turned in~o rubbie. It just isn't there any more . The alternative to 
the best kind of collective security we can ach:feve is incr~asing militar­
ization of the nation , Universal military conscription, ever mounting taxes 
more and more governmental control of industry , so basic in modern was ,ann 
at the end of the road almost certain w~. That is not an alternative to a 
democratic people . It is suicide . " He has announced he will support the 
nomination of Wallace . I do not agree with him on this but I am unwilling 
to ascribe to him all the ambitions which some of my frieds credit him with. 

Of late I ' ve been busy with a project of vital interest to us . You 
remember our trouble with our little fellow , Brian. The Franciscan home 
near Milwaukee where we had hoped to place him has no room. Bishop Busch 
is starting a Diotcesan Home here on a small scale . The Benedictine nuns 
from st . Joe are to be in charge . I have arranged for the rental for a 



period of years of a former Hotel in Avon (remember your speech). It 
will be a wonderful thing to have the assurance that our little fellow 
is in such kind and understanding hands. Things have become complicated 
to some degree here and naturally he is quite a drain, physically and 
mentally on Valeria. 

Bob Herberger's wife ha? been seriously i~l ith some strange 
trouble involving her entire right side. Recovery can be had from this 
trouble but no assurance ~s given that recurrences will not come . Wanren 
stewart's mother died recently. Himsl is schedu ed to ~esign and the woods 
are full of pros~ective judges. Harrison no longer feels the necessity of 
divorcing politics from law. While I hope to be judiclouB/ the things I 
have in mind for the future do not call for a particularly judicial impar­
tiality . Harvey Hoshour is back in st. ,Paul with the Morgan Chase Etc. firm. 

Saw Esther for a little visit the day of t he message to the Legislat­
ure. She looked very well and seemed to be in good spirits. Just as modest 
and unassuming as ever. I can't help thinking Harold that that attitude, 
on the part of the world in general, and her leaders in particular, is as 
necessary as any other single factor in the challenging years ahead. 

Hope you are well when this reaches you, wherever that may be. Valeria~ 
kid brother was thrilled to bump into you such a long way from home. ][ay 
God continue to attend you and your ef~orts, now and always. 
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