
Dear HArold , 

1654 Jefferson 
St . Paul 5 , Minh . 
January 28 , 1945 

It is a cold Sunday afternoon at home . I bave 
spent tbe day sitting by the fire and tabulating the results 
of a completed survey taken in St . Paul , Minneapolis , 
Chisago , and Washington courtties . 

I know you are interested in what I found out so 
I enclose duplicates of the forms used and the exact results . 

The St . Paul labor figures come almost exclusively 
from employes of Minnesota Mining , all men , all members of 
the AFL . 

The St . Paul business , p~ofessional , and office 
workers group includes lawyers , engineers , doctors , etc ., 
and a ~ood share of office workers (unorganized ) from 
Northwest Airlines . 

The Minneapolis Labor group comes entirely from the 
GIO , about 60 per cent employes of Minneapolis Honeywell 
Regulator . Some women workers are included in the Minneapolis 
GIO group ; but all represent the union worker who takes 
more or less of an active interest in union and political 
activity . 

The groups from Washington and GhisAgo counties were 
gathered in the traditional fashion , going in and out of 
stores , banks , creameries , filling stations , feed mills , 
etc ., stopping people on the streets , catching farmers 
bringing in cream to the creameries . The proportion is 
per haps 60 or 65 per cent small tovm residents , 35 to 40 
per cent farm . 

I would say the most Significant thing about the poll , 
taken personally , is the total lack of interest in "politics" 
as such . 1'otal interest is centered on the war , and the number 
of people who refuse to bother themselves with markin~ ballots 
s ometimes runs as high as 50 per cent and better . In Lindstrom 
I conducted a test , putt ing each b allot that was refused into 
my :9ocket with the marked ballots , and .for 53 marked ballots 
I got 59 blanks . That , however , was unusually high for 
refusals . 

The incident of three servicement being put off an 
airliner for Elliott Roosevelt ' s dog ffBlaze" was causing a 
good deal of comment, but people had still not recovered from 
the r~verses on the western front , the Russian offensive had 
not yet begun in full force , and the weight of the war bore 
very heavily on their shoulders . 

Now for some comments that were fairly frequent and 
I believe significant . 
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In Chisago county , a barber said , "I used to think 
Shipstead was okay , but no more . n He voted for Thye . His 
wife disagreed , said "I guess old Henry is still doing all 
right . n Others com.T11ented that they had once been for Ship­
stead but had turned . 

Several people , in tmvn as well as in Chisago and 
Washington connties , said , when they saw the name Stassen on 
the ballot : ttl thought he was going to be our candidate for 
president . Is he running for Benator now?" 

People in the country , vlhen marking the ballot Stassen , 
occasionally said , "Well , I think we ought to pive a vote to 
a serviceman," usually sm.iled a little in saying it . 

Only one man , in Forest Lake , went after Joe Ball . 
The dirty so and .so , he said , he ' ll never be elected to any­
thing again . No one commented on his name being on the ballot 
despite the fact that he does not come up untilJ948 and viII 
not be a candidate against Shipstead. 

A man in Ta,rlors Falls , who later . dentified himself 
as a St . Cloud business man , said "I wouldn ' t vote for that 
s . o . b . Stass,en for dop:- catcher . " He didn ' t bBve any reason 
to aive , just said he thought you were an s . o . b ., fmd 'NBS 
glad to see that you weren ' t on the ballot . 

All with whom I talked agreed that there had been a 
complete blackout of interest in polit i es since the November 
election and didn ' t expect it to revive until the War is 
over . Consequently , it was hard to draw them out on their 
reasons for votinR or thinking as they did , unless they had 
a particular bitch of some kind . 

Labor members often expressed bitterness tow8rrd 
Shipstead . The only way we ' re going to beat tha+ so and so , 
two 0 r three said" is go after him in the Drimary , and that ' s 
what we ' re going to do in 1946 . Some got really vic ious "!h§n 
they talked about him. There ' s a general friendliness expressed 
occasionally for you and for Joe Ball , but they prefer to vote 
for someone like Elmer Benson as the results will indicate . 

Labor members with strong political interests are 
apparently encoU'trraged by their showing this year , and I 
think are more optimistic than they ha ve ri r ht to be . They 
don ' t realize how much more difficult it ' s going to be to 
stir UD interest in e non - presidentiiL year than when they 
have a-Dewev- Roosevelt contes t . Some of them talk very big-­
Judd and Shipstead \Alill be next , the, say. 

One said , you know when ~le sent J udd down to Washington 
we t houRht he was going to be 8 good influence on the congress ­
men . But it seems'- to be t he other way a round--the ReDublicBr,t 
congressmen have been a bad influence on him . I quoted for 
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him a remark the little fellow once made to me , "You know, 
when these high minded fellows come dovm to Washington they 
generally turn into enough of a demagogue to stay there for 
a couple of terms . t! 

So much for the poll . I mode no attempt to strike 
totals for the totals oN each of the four kinds of ballots be­
cause I don ' t think a total would necessarily represent a 
fair cross section of the state . Nor do I think it would tell 
anything that the individual groups don ' t indicate . 

There are about 460 ballots altogether . I have a few 
left , and a letter regarding their disposition will reach 
you in a week or so after this one . -

Will call your attention to some things that were 
surprisine; and a little difficult for me to understand . 
One is the great lack , almost total absence , of strength for 
Shipstead among St . Paul Republicans polled . He got two 
votes , compared to your 19 and Ball ' s 12 . 

Another.thing that surprised me was Ed ' s relative 
weakEess, ... especially in the country , as a candidate for 
senator . 

I was likewise surprised and pleased to note that in 
Lindstrom you ran ahead of Shipstead . 

Note the way Joe Ball runs consistently ahead of 
Staff King , King ahead of Judd , except among St . Paul 
business , professional, etc. 

Your name apparently still means a ~ood deal to 
all yoters . 

Of course , to my mind , as I think over this smrvey , 
I return to my original contentions . One is that the reason 
Shipstead has been so long in office . J lIP is :vhat he has 
lacked concerted , capable , and organiz.ed opposition . 

The other is that it is less ~ question in my mind of 
whether you ~ go to the Senate in 1946 than whether you 'i"'8.~ 
to go to the Senate in 1946 . 

Wi thou t the experience of your la st SU:tlliller ' S vis it in 
the United States to go on , I would be less inclined to take 
a stand . As a result of that , however , I am fairly well con­
vinced that you should not run for the Senate in 1946 unless 
the situation materiallv changes . 

It was clear when you came home that your name makes 
news merely as Harold E . Stassen , U. S . Navy , former governor . 
You were in the news--nationally--during your entire visit 
home , not beCause of your position as a former candidate for 
U. S . president ( the showing we made for you when the chips 
were down weuld hardly inspire much excitement) , but because 
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yo~ have achieved a newsworthy position as Harold Stassen, 
n~ional figure . As such, your comings and goings , your 
sayin~s and doings , make news . If , during your visit llOme, 
you had been permitted to discuss matters of politics or 
policy , you would have been listened to and widely quoted . 

It is my belief that this s itu8tion wlill <mntinue to 
prevail when you become Harold Stassen , former governor , 
former aid and assistant chief of staff to Adm . Halsev 

" in the successful Pacific naval war . Publication of more 
details regarding your pArt in the war in the Pacific will 
add to your luster . 

Under these circumstances , you could travel , organize , 
and speak as Harold Stassen , without any official capacity . 
You could , if you chose , take membership and office in various 
public spirited groups . 

I know this from my brief experience on the Times -­
your arrival in a city of any size would be reater news by 
far than many of the persona]jties about whom we publish 
columns of stuff every day . Your Pacific experiences plane , 
without any previous experiences , would be public trading 
stock for a considerable period . 

If all these thinas are true , and I think they are , 
I look upon candidacy for the Senate and two--or six--yearS' 
of experience there as unnecessary . 

It is also questionable whether election to the 
Senate would add much to your record--to become one of 96 
fellows who belong to a group not now much in public favor . 
I would judge it especially difficult in a house composed 
mostly of opposition members . 

It is true , to present other arguments , that if vou 
should miss the big job in 1948 election to the senate in 
1946 would leave you with four years in the Dublic eye . 
And it is also t rue that your elect ion t o the Senate in 1946 
would make national news of considerable consequence . 

But if , rOtl recall , so did the election of Ken 
Wherry . I have hardly heard his name since . 

My present opinion , is , therefore , no . 

Now if any of these factors change , or if my anal ­
ysis is incorrect, I am ~nlling to revise my opinion in 
the light of new information . 

Enough of my poor opinions . I will try to 2:i ve you 
a little information about whet I hear of the currents and 
cross currents of politics . 

As I have mentioned previously , I don ' t get to 
the capitol frequently . I was told again :Testerday that I ' m 
to go there often now as th I . I ce egIS Ature gets ~oing a little 
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more actively but in our business those plans change from 
one minute to the next . 

Ed ' s budget message was considerably better received 
than his inaugural . He reAd it , and the co~~ent was that 
both construction and delivery had more craftsmanship than 
the first . Following the message , he delivered a ten min­
ute extemporaneous plea for unity and high purpose, and that 
waw especiall:T well received . 

Typical comment came from a clergyman 'lho was in the 
audience and sAid : Governor , you should talk alwAYs from 
the heart , never from the paper . 

It would be optimistic , of course , to expect that 
the Minnesota legislature will be kept in line by powerful 
speeches . 

There has heen a general sensation of lack of leader­
ship on the second floor of the capitol . The newsmen caught 
it first , and asked why , ~ny , ~ny without seeming to come UP 
with a good answer . Some did Plention that the governor had 
not thrown a bunch of prepared bills in the hopper . 

The legislators with whom I ' ve talked have likewise 
agreed that this session is slower in gathering momentum 
than any in their memory . 

I spent a half hour with Don Wright three days 
ago and he advanced two chief reasons for the inertia : 

1 . All the members , deep dOVID , realize that the 
big show is the war , and what they do in the session 
is pretty small potatoes compared to the events 
around the world . "We can't put our hearts in it , tf 
he said . 

2 . "The Governor has got to tell us where he 
stands . He can ' t ride six horses forever . " 

Don was vehement about the latter point . He 
can't play all Sides, he insisted. tie 's got to realize 
sooner or later that someone' s go inc; to >,,;et hurt . He's 
got to figure out where he's going to go, or, Don said , 
"the le gislature will make up h is mind for him . " 

Perhaps Don exaggerated , but it is true that 
there has' been a lack of -drive from the Governor ' s office 
and people still don ' t know exactly where Ed stRnds on a 
number of questions which mav become important before 
adjournment . 

I can understand his reluctance to get out where he 
can get shot at after my near two years of working with 
him . But if he doesn ' t decide beforehand , he will have to 
dec ide when the bills get la id on his r'iesk for signature . 
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You may know that Elmer Kelm finally jumped him for 
putting a third Hepuhlican (Arthur Ei Stewar'dl) on the Industrial 
Commission when it already had two Republican members . He made 
no reply; just evaded the two letters; once said he "had 
gOSd reasons for acting as he did" without giving the 
reasons. Now, despite the facl;<" :b:llutUl_.r that the heat 's 
on , he sent the names of Wi lliams and Stewart up for confirm­
ation, . " ;:i:s ltWIJti>leavinp; Ramberg out in the cold . I presume 
Orr is advising him , since ;jtewart is h is man and 1 presume 
he is as anxious to keep him as he was to appoint him in the 
fAce of a law which prohibited it . 

Joe O'Connor suggested a way to play it. Wh en the 
i£'irst letter came in he told Ed to refer it to the attorney 
general and ask if it was mandatory that not more than two 
Republicans serve . If the atty . peneral said /es , then ask 

FAt ... r«Jf,Bj;lt~!,~P~! it was to?e determined that a man was. a member of 
f ''''~1 a POl1't~'~.'J'.. If the answer then made lt necessar;T 

to get rid of one member , Ed could sa¥l all right--in the face 
of this ruling one of these men has to go . 

As it is, it looks clearly like they ' re trying to 
shake Ramberg , which is true, and vvh ich is also quite a kick 
in the teeth to organized labor . Here t s a union man who was 
willing to come over and run as a Renublican--and look what 
the Republicans do to him. Wonderful . 

Joe reported that Ed seemed to be confused and uncertain 
about the whole thing when last he talked to him. He had no "~ 
particular line of thought about it all-- just retraced the < 

series of events which led up to Kelm ' s last letter. Changingj 
the law (WhiC. h has been mentioned as a possibility) isn ' t ~~ .. 
a very savory idea ei.ther , to my way of thinking. ~. 

I have the feeling that Ed will muddle through these 
difficulties . He seems to have a way of managingto come out 

1: 

l 
of troubles like this one~~:ai a •• (.I.IIl .... ~ However , he did make .J 
some people mad the way he handled apDointing a successor to it 
Elden Rowe. At the same time as he was sa;Ting nno" to candid- ~ 
ates being advanced by supporte rs around the state, he was j' 
making pub lic statements that he ffhadn ' t been able to ~~~l ' ...•. ' 
anyone ft for the job . As it is , the appointments are flrJ4J1jf y ' 
made and nobody seems to be too upset about it . . ... ""..... wi 

With all his fault s , there is no denying that Ed has f 
a powerful way i,vi th people , and with that he may be able to .1 
get through anything . 

There ge other interesting reports kicking arou~ 
One (on fairly ood authority ) has it that ~n~~J.J~~~:~~A1amed 
as secretary to and spokesman for the house "Tib'8raI group ,. 
is actually on the payroll of Thatcher And the farmers' ulllon, 
who fear legislation at. the hands of the big four . The be ­
lief is now that Ed will get licked on his attempt to maintain 
the income tax at its present level . I believe, personally , 
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that he t s absolutely sound , and doesn ' t h8ve to Worry about 
his position even if he gets beat . (Don Wright has suggested 
as a compromise writing lef,islation now for pos~ar income 
tax reduction . ) 

Income tax and 18 bor legislation will no doubt be 
the chief issues (now foreseeable) ·before the session . 

The question of diverting school funds from the income 
tax into other educational f Eields likewise has run into loud 
opposition . Almen is reported to have gone sky- high when 
he heard about it , but how tough he's going to be about it 
when the chips are down remains to be seen . 

Right now , the perpetually threatened univerSity 
strike is hot again . A 30 day truce expired today . Negot ­
iations have broken down , and the union membership is meetinp: 
en masse to decide its course tomorrow evening . 

The fact that th,e legislature is in session has kept 
the controversy from flaring wide open so far . The union is 
especially fearful of some kind of retribution . Perhaps that 
threa t will result in some kind of ".gT' ; negot iated peace , 
but , if so , it only defers the day when the union will have 
it out right on the mat with the regents and , I think , win~ 

To other fields . Minneapolis is as hot about its 
local government situation as can be during wartime as a 
result of the street corner sla,ring of Art Kasherman . With 
any respectable kind of opposition , Kline is done . 

I can ' t figure the deal on HUmphrey . Under the new 
draft regulations , I can't see how he can successfully stay 
out of the army . He ' s in I -A, and at the time of his physical 
examination in September was pronounced physical~acceptable 
for general duty at Fort Snelling . 

He has the united support of the three labor groups , 
and it may be their idea to run him 1J :.. in absentia . 

Somewhere , however , there ' s a nigger in the woodpile . 
Humphrey is currently in the east , to attend the 4th term 
inaugural , as is Elmer KeIrn . The day before HUJj.phrey ' s 
fi-~".fItt~ during hi~ absence in the east , the little . e 'o;ha ca led and sald..! forget about Humphrey , he ' s gOl\ng 
in the army , and advising Herb Nelson to get in with both 
feet . 

What the deal is , I don't know . I do knoVJ this , 
that the right guy could walk into that race and knock it 
off . The tOiJ'm blames Kline for the killing . They don ' t 
care about Kasherman , any more than they cared about Guil ­
ford , but they accept the killing as evidence that the town 
is corrupt and that Kline is in, league with the underworld . 
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.l.AJ..'v.....,.,~ 

Against smart opposition , Kline couldn ' t save himeelf~by 
sending somebody up for the murder . I believe the race , 
if Humphrey ' s position can be clarified , i s a golden op­
portunity for the ri~ht man , if he can be found . 

Les Malkerson tells me he has written vou a letter 
tellinp you 'mat he knows of the activity of the teamsters 
in regard to 1946 and 1948 . . 

When I was in Forest Lake I stopped to see Rollin 
Johnson , to see what he vms hearing . He told me among 
other things , that Hjalmer Petersen WB,S in to ha~e lunch 
with Holmberg and Matson shortly before Rollin left the 
commission early in December . Purpose of the luncheon 
according to Rollin , was to find out if Holmberg ' 
p~anned to run again in 1946 . Rollin says he does , and that 
HJalmer then gave him his assurance thBt he mu1d not be 
a candidate against Holmberg . What ticket Hjalmer lIlas 
thinking of running on , he didn ' t saV e 

Here ' s 8. fine example of the way the "Washington 
miracle boys" (as our manaring editor refers to t hem) do 
things which I uncovered for a story [l bout two 1"'eeks a" f'\0 . 
Perhaps you have heard about it . ( . , f) 

They siezed about 100 mid !Vest truck linesl\after 
a six day strike , and still have about 90 of them . Bone 
of ' contention was briefly that the WLB had oroered 
higher wages for the drivers , and the operators contended 
they couldn ' t pay higher wages and make the book,)balancet. 
They refused to pay the higher wages ; the drivers struck . 

So the government stepped in and started running 
the lines out of a Minneapolis office , run by a typical 
bureaucrat from Washington . He is balancing the hooks by 
refusing to pay state taxes , either truck license (on a 
truck mile basis ) or gasoline , filing exemption certificates 
for the latter . All very legal you understand , since 
the truck lines are U. 3 . prop erty . Not only that , I no '/ 
find that they are permitted to "lake purchases of tires , 
parts , and new t rucks at treasury procurement prices, des -
pite the fact " .' that they compete with other firms 
which have no such advantage . 

Why the governor or the legislature doesn ' t kick up 
a real stink about that one is more than I can understend . 
Regardless of any other considerations , it is a case of 
moral dishonestv and evasion , and should be showed up 
exactly as such . 

30 the home front stagf~ers on , still burdened with 
its same old problems , disputes , moves , C'nd counter moves . 

I believe I ' ve gone on long enou~h . I hardly expected 
to come up with such a tome when I sat down this afternoon 



· . - 9 -

( it ' s now evening and I' ve been to my s i ster ' s house in 
Minneapolis for dinner and returned .) 

As for ourselves , we haven ' t heard from Bernhard 
for close to three weeks , no doubt because he was in the 
Luzon operation . Grant ' s leave finally ended after two 
five day extensions and he reported back for duty Jan . 12 . 
He has.recieved orders to report to the district naval 
commandant for transfer , will probably be released from the 
Sabine about Feb . 1 . He has no idea what his new assignment 
will be . . 

I had a pleasant lunch with your sister Violet a 
few days ago . 

The dates on the survey , incidentally , are from 
Jan 14 to Jan . 26 . It was done after work and on two Thursday ' s 
off , plus a little Sunday stuff . 

As for myself , I ' m leading a quiet , sober , and relative­
ly industrious life . I like newspapering , bu~ believe that 
politics under the right circumstances is lTIore interesting to 

e . Apparently I remain in good health--when I tried to buy 
a bottle of wine for Dagne the other eveninR 1 had to produce 
proof that I had reached 21. I ' ve learned ~ lot of valuable 
thin~s about the 'whole newspaper field , part icularly in the 
Twin Cities , in the last six month~. 

Such spare time as 1 have is suent reading or writing 
or thinking , Before lon~ , I will develop into a first class 
hermit . 

Add scuttlebutt : The department heads t hrew a party 
for Ed last Monday evening; apparently some wanted to get a 
good word in preceding names going up for confirmation . 
Ev Haedecke believes he has been marked for the ax by 
Spaeth- -and Ed has offered no help . Ed had some of the most 
reactionary senators in for dinner the other night and told 
them their · drastic labor bills had to be modified. 
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oJ p:meso trom tho p. UBI thro· '1 tho Philippino to 110 Ch!n~ Seas, those l.OOn 

wore :f'1nd1Jl.;! quiet peace for tho first tiroo. in months. 

Throu.gh tho Cltot«! loowd , al ays cOlLTteous and thoughtfUl, al y r My 

to help BOzneO fi.nd a lost book~ and ttending to end answerin3 the till.tl~ua 

questio ot tbe R at .membor of the 

no phew f Adndml Halsey' s Chief of statf, 

ttle • Cbael CarneY'.. mischovlous 

al Robort B. Camq. ndle the 

conversation fiowed. thoro s n. light stil at one end or the 1 • A Naval 

officer had just joined t,he perty; and. info:rmod the Cl'OUP 

just co through that K9itU had boon entered bymor:i ann troops" 

atch" r. Tula:u a..q he !l¥)V()d thrw' t he I'Iroup of people, 

he could not knmY or hhio nms" his expression ro.s too c '1 and 1 t was obvious 

t hat ho had not yet hear t . I wondorful n • em of us mvod }1iclrJ.y over to 

Admiral. HaJ.soy, fmO was oittin qui('ltl,y' t !"1 to Admir W:i.1kinson, and t,cld 

him tha.t 1fan11 !uJ,d been entered by \ltpoctad to t all at 

at\1 tirm. 'I'ula; did not kno't'l:t we wer sure, ould the Admirol be tho OM to broak 

the ne'wa to the litt19 chap? To!mo our 1'ightinl" Adniral is to know a. groat man, 

IUld biG eyes Slone as ho said "1 must ten 'l'ulau of thl.s imnacli.o.tely". 

113 were thm pnvilegod to _tnoa one of the mat touching mo:o:mta of Qur 

11 vcs- the Admiral lked to Tulau, who s r.:till mv:i.ne; to and fro the 

£,'Uoats ... he said. IfTulau~ come he 0 please". Tul. moved quic" over, hi$ 

eyes llehting up, as they­

and he opped to,.ards him. ttTullu, son .. n £laid Admi liall ey ... ft Ar!J.erlcan forces 

al'O in _~aJf. No one pro sent eQul ever f'oreQ.t the look on tli lit tle (}n ts 

fa.ce) it seamed to b!'9athe a eU nt {'Thank God", and one felt that one should 

walk very soi'tll' and ou.ietl , a.s ona ~ uld in the rev -rtlnt nUance ot a church. '1: n 

hu'~ d him, hold:ine him ~ tl@1tly to him - not mny wore ncar enow)1 to 
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Tulau can be veheDmt too, as one quickly f'inds by asld.ne h1a if he 1s g01D£ 

to .lap-JlI. with the dmiml. "Yes of' course. and I wJ.ll. walk behind the 

~ror H:lrOh1to l'dlen he is lad up the m:J.n street of TQlqo bY' • master, and 

if h falters, I will prod hia on his wa:r fram hehindt: . 
'lJ.)y t;y such as T'ulaD' s and his countl'7JOOIl does not dte, it is 10nderfUl 

to see, d an inSpiratiCCl to a t1Nd wort.d, a world tired or war and strife. 
. " .. .. 

Meeting you, and tc:Uld.ne to you ~ "'-I." makes us £001 humble, and proud too, that 

we have shaken your hand. Ifa3 your wishes be granted, ma:r you f1nl the dear 

tall1l¥ who tor too 10tlJ have been forced to serve the Jap:meae' rule, and may the 

yoors to eome still t d you serving the grand fillht1ne AcIm1ral. or the Unite4 

states Navl 
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