
TI-J.E OFFICER IN CHARGE OF ADMINISTRATION 

on behalf of 

THE GENERAL OFFICER CdMMANDING, 

NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE IN THE PACIFIC 

requests the pleasure of the company of 

.... . : .. ~.~ ... ~~L ...... :! 
at a revue 

"TAKE IT EASY, SOLDIER," 

to be presented by the 

Ktwi Concert Party (Pacific) 

in the Hickson Theatre, N oumea, 

bn Monday, 13 March, 1944, at 1930 ht's. 

ADMISSTdN BY IN VIl'ATION ONty 

RSVP by Monday. 6 March. 
io office of the DAA and QMG. 

NZEFIP. 
Vallee des Colons, 

Noumea. 

'rHlI: HICKSON THlIiA'fHlIi HAS BIIIIIIN M·AOIII AVAILABLE BY COUlt'rESY OF 

Tlnll COMMANDING OFFICER, SERVICE COMMAND 

-~ 



COMSOPAC FILE 

'--

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

15 larch 1944. 

Dear CaptdD folaoln 

have no record 1"8 of' OaptdD 
IU1 keep lookout tor him. 

at re~a. 

B. E. 

Captdn JosepJl L. leIIiOD, U R, 
la."" 60. 
c/o Fleet Post Ortlee, 

Pranclsco,. CaUl .. 
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------------------ ------

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

rte from \1Il1te ope tmg in 
~JC's desire to hawt the 

roulMG JJa hSa. 40 not requ1N ortgS"" 
of , but, _ 0 tbe or1g1Dal _ two e lete 

1ea m OI'der tbat _ ~ t tbe ortgSnal em 
COW to CIRCP. !n t ~ t SgSDal to 
C • 

I truat this wU1 c doubt oar letter 
ft created. 

It a1gbt be poea1b1e t I tbe opper-
tit,. ot JOO. In DeC' rut 
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·uss DiX'le----4-25-43- 1500. 

MEMORANDUM 

. _____ ............. ? .. ~~E~~ ............ , 194 .. 4 .. 
• 

From: Flag Secretary, Commander Task Force THIRTY- EIGHT . 
To: 

Dear Lieutenant Carroll, 

A question has arisen in my mind as to what 
ComSoPac desires in the matter of hction Reports as set 
out in his A16-3/05 Serial 0330 of 4 Feb. '44. 

In Para 2(8) does he have reference to the or1e1-
nal that goes to Cominch -- or does he desire his 2!ll 
orieinal plus two copies. 

I ' ll be grateful for an answer. 

Sincerely, 

A-fsw~ 
A. T. PRIMM, III. 
Lieutenant, D-V(G), USNR . 

.J 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COI\IMANDER 

Dear CoIIIIlodo1"8. ' 

Please accept my sincere thanks for agree.-
1lIg to the trauter of Socha to the Admiral IS nag 
allowance. I quite undeJ'Stand )"ourposl tion 1D want­
ing to retain h1m until ,-our new Flag Secretar;y has 
been on the job for awhile. 

1 will drop you another note about the 15th 
or April to ge.t your ccnCUl'r8llce before having any 
orders issued .. 

Best regard , 

B. E. STASSEN. 

Commodore ... Quigley,' U.S. Be.vy, 
CoJDJDaDler :val Bases, onard Area. 
18"" 145. 
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UNITED STATES ·PACIFIC FLEET 
SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 

COMMANDER NAVAL BASES 
FORWARD AREA 

9 March 1944 

Dear Commande.r: 

Thank you very much for putting i 
so gently. Your letter of th~ 6th relative to ~ 
the transfer of Chief Yeoman EdTNard J . Socha to 
Comsopacts headquarters has just been received . 

As you probably know, I am Ie sing 
my Flag Secretary - he will be leaving within the 
next week - and would like to retain Socha for at 
least a month in order that he may aid in breaking 
in the new secretary. Unless I hear from you to 
the contrary, I shall assume that Socha's transfer 
on or about April 15th will be agreeable. 

I recommend him highly t o you as a 
very bright lad. And, you vnll admit, that in so 
doing I am parting with one of the mainstays in the 
management of tP..is outfit. 

Sincerel 

t 
U.S. Navy. 

Lieutena~t Commander H. E. stassen, USNR 
Flag Secretary, Staff 
Commander South Pacif1 c Force 
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COMSOPAC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

· 
14 IIarch 1944. 

IrP"JRAHDUII TQ. The nag Secretar.y I 
Pleet Air Comme.Dd, South Pac1tic. 

Subject-a Distribution List. 

1. Your mezorrmdum of 10 llarch 1944 was 
received today aDd our -.ater distribution sheet has been 
cbazlged to 81ft 70U 'Zl5 copies of our letters. 

,... 1 dropped ,"OU a DOte about teD. da7s 
ago, 'V1a an officer cadDg 7atlr UT, regarding Lt.CoIIir. 
ClevelaDd 's pe:rscaal aaU. I all not sure if it was ever 
delivered. It his 11&11 w111 DOt reach here on or betore 
the 16th I suggest JOU hold it untU he or I call for it 
persoftal..q • 

3. ThaDk 70U ter lett1Jig us know about 
'Your diatribQUoa as we l1ke to ca.pq with all such 
requests. 

Sincerely, 

B.C. CABROLL, 
Assistant Flag Secret&r1. 
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FILE: 7.F12-5(1 /A 5 
SElL 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

FLEET AIR COMMAND, SOUTH PACIFIC OS/mse 

Ie arch 1944 

u "ect: Distribution List . 

1 . Co oPec frequently sends this Command 131 copies of 
correspondence to be distri ted . Since the number of co~mands end 
unit~ n our distri ution list is more than 250, his necescitutes 
our having to copy and mimeograph each such item - - an unnecessary 
use of our limited manpo ere 

2. It is requested that in the future 275 copies of each 
piece of correspondence destined for our distribution be sent us • 

• r:IILER, 
Flag Secretary. 
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COMSOP AC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO~UKANDER 

11 March 1944.· 

Dear Graves: 

Your letter of 8 March regarding housing ' of our enlisted per- ' 

sonnel was received today. It is appre~'ia.ted that the facilities 

at Crocodile have been taxed to the limit and we have tried to keep 

the number of men in our Advon to the minimum. 

Before taking any action to have material sent up from here, I 

would like to have some points cleared up_ Heretofore, our men Were 

quartered in tents that were screened, floored, and lights were in-

stalled. It seems to me these same arrangements could be made again. 

Also, it is our belief that a number of your men will be going aboard 

the Flagship for the operations. If this be true, couldn It our men 

be quartered in the pla.ces vacated by your men? 

I am opposed to having any men housed in tents without decks, 

screening, or lights. 

E. S. Graves, Lt. USNR. 
Staff, Com3rdPhib, "",' 
c/o Fleet Post Office, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Best regards, 

H. E. STASSEN. 
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SEC 
oe:::' 

THIRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

Office of the Commander 

8 March 1944. 

Dear Cdr. stassen: 

In order to give you as much warni.l'lg as possible of what 
~ of your enlisted personnel may expect in the way of housing here, 
I am writing to inform you that lumber and screening is unobtainable 
here for housing. We fortunately have on hand enough for two addi­
tional tents for officers; but when that is used up, according to 
information I have received both from the local Navy Public Workes, 
and the Army Engineering Office, there will. be no more available. 
I am therefore planning to obtain tents, whfch will be set up with­
out any decks, and probably with no framing; although if I can obtain 
any labor, I am going to try to build a rough framing of cocoanut logs 
and screen in the tents with mosquito netting. 

There are some Quonset huts available, but I am not dis­
posedw~?' rL~c~ rhe~ here unless I receive instructions to the contrary; 
and tnose acco~&nied by a release from Comseron. 

'" 
In the event that this proposed housing project is not 

considered adequate for your men, the only other alternative is for 
some of you to obtain a prompt shipment of materials here from Comseron, 
together with instructions that a sufficient priority be assigned to 
the project to enable us to obtain the necessary labor. 

Incidentally, the proposed tents will not have lights in 
them, and there are no lanterns available; consequently, I should 
appreciate your equipping the men who will live in them with lanterns 
or good flashlights. 

We are moving most of the fighter director officers from the 
Camp, and should have sufficient housing for your officers in Quonset 
huts and tents. I should appreciate, however, your seeing that I am 
informed as soon as possible the number and rank of those coming, and 
approximately when. 

I am extremely sorry that we shall not be able to do any bet­
ter, since it has always been row desire to provide adequate and fairly 
mosquito proof shelter for the men first; but I wanted you to know the 
situation as soon as possible. 

'~--;D~E;:C:L:-' f'.:-C':-~---'E---...I1ery truly yours, 
'- '-' /', 0 

Authority ..lltJ d n I ~_'!!:.~t1.1. e .PI'.,., . - . A ~ A 

~~ 6:1r.~~~ 

By ~ ___ L~E.::.:O :.:.::te.f:/:!t.@1-f
J 
~ 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ·CO~ER 

Dealt ,LtMlt. Gfoa .. , 

I lMel..t your letter daW , larch a t. <te:Jw_ 'bat 
, :ha.,. a-lapel : axunrer!Bc 'unUl ! had 8CB8 detWte ~ttCIII 

to tOrWard. · I 08l'l well und8l"8tand 7"'D" pI'IObl_ of hcus1ftg 
aDd it .... with that in Idftd when I .:.waited dU ... to gift 
)'O1l 8IJT dop8 '8S to the ~ot offlO8J'S ad lIeD Smolftct. 
. It is rea11-.d !lOW if' I had' giftlll 1ft the a,,~oJd_te _hap 
... three cr tOUl' da7s __ it nu1d haft been tee high. 

, expect.8 to ha ... 20 ~8tect MIl at 1f1fJP cap. ls' fer 
otfteers - you .hGttld plan 011 ha"riDg approx!Mta~the same 
mabel' as \)etore (?eb!'U8l".1) but flw pree_t 1Ddleat1cms the 
aot1J8l II\1aber ehou1d be Oft the to. sUe. 

er ~ offleere ana 1 1IB1l should am ... at 70fIr camp e1th 
Sa~ ~ S\mdql U orficers aDd 22 _ (4. tG go to Ada. e 
should' &!'ri_ about the 14th Oft the~. '1'he rest to aJ'!"!ft 
on the' lStli or afteIt. It 18 pl • .".., to haw ~ ee.p1 
set ~ on the lSth and so ,.. 08D be gddetl .eecml1!lg~·. fte 
Qumulett B1It we use fer operatiClll8 abtm1d ha ... the same tae!U 
as _ ber.a • I bOw _e ,.. aeel1eD.t BtJpeI'v1elca it will be 

ap) 
...... 4. 

:~ 

·U .. 
80 

~ 1 . kilDir this ts short but I am sure it 1& the iBtoraatlC11 
. des!re., I 'hope ~ see ~ there .ho2'tty. Pl..tle gift .,. bee t 
to Cc1:Ddr. 1I1emie!' and Ccalr. JJaucm • . 

.., 
' .. 

I .; 

With beet reprde, 

DECLI,SS!FIED 
'714t/.14 

Author"ty '1 d 0 a IIlJ:gJIIP 

By ()::J1f NLE Oa ts! IJJullA 
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Serial 

TIDRD AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

Office of the Commander 

J = ~arch 1944 

Dear Secretary Carroll: 

This tble: I am 1'e2.11y faced with a dilemma whi ch 
caTh.'1ot be resolved '",' i thOLlt kn.ovJledge which I hope you are, 
or shm.~tly viill be, in a 'position to se:2d :Lle. The proble!l1 
is hOD to reconcile reasonable hospitality ~ith t he a_del' 
(and my own fervent desire) not to overbuild . In addition, 
tiley are re2.1;Ly giving out of rna terial and la-oar up here, 
as ~rou 21'0 ba bly know ; e.nd there vJOn~,f t be any of t his rushing 
through at the last minute. 

In addition, I a.:.'Il Quite sure tha t iNe are SOln§; to 
have some unex.gected guests, who will CODe around either to 
add a last bit of essential knov,11edge, or out of c uriosity; 
so I am especially anxious t o know all I can. Tl:.e situation 
is not ~uite as bad for officers, as it is for enlisted men . 
But I need to know ~uite definitely about both , as soon as 
I can know; other wm s e, vve icnx: shall h2.ve peo]le sleeying with 
each other, or in the galley , wi t :2 2. number swung I'rom the 
rafters . 

The Top i c s of the 'rro ,;:lics is finally beginning l"CS 
run in our vicinity, and Yle are looking forward to seeing 
it: I eSg ec iall y , s:~ce I want to see how Leta cen do ~hen ~ 
t~ey really turn h er loose as I underste.nd t~1ey have in t b.is 
shov-] . I hope tll2.t we Ill have sometb.ing of t he sort to en­
te~tain us nhe n all of you next ep]ear. 

~1.1thougb. I do'ubt if the Japanes e ca:l make much out 
of this even if they got it, I am classifying it as secret, 
and. s ending it by officer messenger vvho leaves to'r.'lorrow • 
Do the be s t you can for me, as soon as you can; and I · 
hOye t na t v;e t 11 be a 'ole to make everybody reasonably C O~l­
f ortable. 

~'li th best regards, 

DECLASS' 'tED d' 

1.41/.1(1 / 
Author~ty (J 40 IJItle.Gn~1. 

By Oill/;;.. NLE Date 
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COMSOP AC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

10 ... 1944. 

'r·, , ! • ~ • 

-Dear U-8Qt~' - Mtehen, 

--- ~nag -Liettteunt, Uet.- -litehell. asked 118 ta chtop'-",n 
th1s DOte tcgtw 7CU -a_e adftDOed ,.bJ'ol'Mtleft -011 ' the eetttaw 
up ot COEOPAC ·Ad,... !he AdIIhal DOW ct-estr.. Me .Camp. ~ 
in all respecte on the 15th ot thie -.tll. -lIJo. !1 tebel1 · would 
like 7"U to 'haft the lIeD at the Campapprleed -of this tact 8.c 
that the1 e&1l haft all themaitlteuaftce atteD~ to aDd-:he 
~ber desires 7C'U to inepeot the cap to Bee that t t is 80. 

-. . 1'02' YOU!" intomation ... will ba~ n .C)f'f!ce!'S-~ 22 . .as 
~..,. at Guadalcanal.01'l ·the ftrC8 on the ·24th • . ftte othett 
ottlcers and ·men wi1.1 am.,., b.7' ~p OIl' •• 15th or 8hfJrt~ 
~~. - ' 
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-_ ' 'rbe Coaodore will ,1mdoub~ reaetw addi~ tafOftlati 
fta d!:spatebes. . . - _ - _ C1 - __ , ' , 

em 27 . . 

DEClA<.'2iFI 0 
'i1.1f .~IJ / 

Authori ty ..iJLJ a Q (11 I pen '::! 
By_ D'qjl lL 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES P ACIFJC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS O}-- THE COMMANDEH 

...................... U ...... MJl............ .... 194 .. 4,.. 

MEMORANDUM 

From: FLAG SECRETARY 

To: 

AWllrdla. 

• • • 



tAllU II 

From: 

To: 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES P ACIFIC FLEE'!' 

HEADQUARTi:RS OF THE COMMANDEH 

....................... 11 .. lIardl ..... ... ... , 194 .. 4 .•.. 

MEMORANDUM 

FLAG SECRETARY 

lOX, '1.le. 

Prepare OM ot Ir. Utahen'. letter. 
with an autograph oard to Kenneth I. CrOUGh ot 
the attached letter. 

B. E. STASSER. 
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COMSOP AC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO~~ANDER 

, . . - , , .', 

10 larcb 1'44~ 

Deer Commodore Qtd8i61' 
.... 

For your informatlcn present 'puma are t~ CilptaSJi, 't'hUl"ber ' 
and some of the staft uftleere to ' £q up ' to JdV8DeeBeed~era 
9D the 15th or March, for the Adm1ral end others or the stat .. to 
come up on t he l?tih, and to chop .rations :trom Admin to Advon . 
on the 17th.. . . 

Thanks for ycrIr past courtes~8. Will look f'onard to see­
ing ;you again. 

COmmodore w •. tI. QUigley, U.S. JiaV, 
Commander Naval' BaaeSj Forward Area, 
e/cCn6et PoSt' Ott1ca, 
San. hane1sco, CU1t. 

B.. E. Sl',A,SSm. 
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COMSOP AC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO~ndANDER 

Dlar ~ litch, -

t~ 
i , 

For your- information -present plebs are tor-cepttdrl 7h_ber 
and some of the staff' of ricers to nr up to ~vance Jeadquerters 
on the 15th of March, for t he AdnUral and others ot the Staft -to 
CQme Up on t he l?th, . and to chbp operat1,*,s tram Adtdn to AdvCl). 
OIl t~ l?t.h .. , 

, !hanks ,for. ywt" paSt c011rtes!es. wm look forward to see­
ing 7ot1 aga1n .. 

Vice Adudral A. w. ritch, u.s. Navy, 
Ccmmsntier ~t south hcUtic. 
of 0 J'lee\ Poet orttc." ' 
San Fi"anC1sco)· CaUf. . ' ' 

i' : 

DEC~' .. - ED 
5' 24 1/. ~ () 

Authority n IJ a /l llU::xv 

By lJv!I- NLE Dm: ' , 
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COMSOPAC FILE ;· 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COl\lMANDER 

Dear Admirsl WUldJ18OD' 
.- :,.., . 

. .) 

For your 1ntol'1l8.tion present plans are for Captdn Thurber 
end some of the statt. of'ficera :to f'l7 up to j;iVlmC8 Headquarters 
CD the 15th of March_, lor the A<Im1ral and others or the etatt to 
come up an the l?thp and to-chop operatiOl18 f'rom Admin to -.mm 
CD the l?th. 

!hanks tor your past courtesies. wUllook forward to see-
ing you again.' - -

Rear -.tdDt1n1 ,. S. 1J1lldnSOll, U.S, Navy, 
Conal"ier THIRD AJaphlbious hrce, 
~/o Pteet Post Ott1ce, . ' 
SaD Francisco, Celif-. 

DE(,! 

~~y~uul ~~~~~ 

By Odll: NL.E 0 
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COMSOP AC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COl\IMAIIlDER 

10' larch 1944. ' 

Dear General Geiger .. 

For 'your, informat.ion 'present plans are for, Captain 'rburbel" ' 
and some of ~he starr off icers to t1i up . to Advsnee lieadquarten 
on t he 15th of !i8.rch; for the Admiral and others of' the Statf to 
com up ' on ' t he 11th, end to chop operations from Admin to .ldvon ' 
on the 17th. 

Thanks £or your past courtesies. lUI look f'ol'W8l"d to .see:­
hg you again. 

Major General R. S. Geiger, U.S.v.c., 
COJI!!Ianding General; FlRBr Marlne Amphibious Corps, 
c/o~ Fleet Poat Office, 
San Pran~1seo, cal.1.t. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

. . ~ Dear General Uttrr.ar- . 

"., .. 

.' ,', : For your mtor.ation present plans are tor C.e.ptain ThurbJr 
ahd some or the Staff off1cers to fly up to AdVance Beadquariers 
on the 15th of f#.areh, for the Admit-al and others or the staff' to 
come up on the 11th, and to chop operatiClls from Admin to Ad". 
on the 17th. . 

!hanks for your past eoartesies. fl.ll look. £orward to see­
ing you again. 

lla.jor &mara! IaDell 1Iarrq, USA, 
COil!nandmg General. r01"Wa1"'d Area, 
c/o neat Post orttce_ ' . 
SaIl 'francisco; Calif. 

S., E. STASSm. 

-
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 

OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

....................... 10 .. Mar.ch .......... , 194.4-.. 

MEMORANDUM 

From: FLAG SECRETARY 

To: __ 

1. Take credit tor and deduct !'rom '43 tax 
". what was paid tor ' 42 tax. 

2. If' '42 tax was less than $SO deduct it in 
full from '43 tax. 

3. All income under .3,000. is considered 
1tearned moo_we 

11 

B. E. S'l'ASFEN . 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

OOA 

01 

02 

11 

Deer 1Ir. C8l'MY' 12 
\--+----

,lease eend to the Comaander outh ,ac1tlo a concise 15 
at tement of the Red Crose are.tiona]. aJ1d rest facilities --t----
,avaUnble to officers ed per onnel at tbe various porta ot 1_16-+-__ _ 
th South ctric a. 

, , 
I requestfng this at te t tor pOhslble dissemin-

ation of t he 1nf'onaatica to th ships end station of' the 
South P aific Force end rea, so that our officer and per­
~ 1 be informed of the Red eros 88"ices wh1ch the,. 

utili • 

• ,ohn Came7, 
Director rice Red 01'088, 
South '801£10 Area. 

SincerelJ lOurs, 
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