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SER. 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

FLEET AIR COMMAND, SOUTH PACIFI.C 05/msd 

27 December 1943 

M-E-M-O-R-A-N-D-U-M. 

Td Flag Secretary, Commander South Pacific. 

As you no doubt knOTI from our recent official letters, 
we are still having a great deal of trouble ~ith slow mail delivery. 
Just today, for example, we got a letter mailed on 17 November from 
another Command £ll this island. In all probability, some mail orderly 
saw the address "care F.P.O., San Francisco", and dropred it in a 
San Francisco mail bag. 

I have instructed all hands at this Command not to 
use the F.P.O. address on mail to Commands and units in the South 
Pacific, but to use only the Navy Number. May I suggest that a direct­
ive to that effect from Commander South Pacific to all commands .and 
uni ts in the South Pacific area would probably result in eliminating 
one important source of delay? 

It is very easy for untrained mail orderlies - the 
only mail clerks available at many places - to drop a letter in the 
San Francisco bag, particularly if the Navy Number does not appear 
in the address. I can see no reason for using a Fleet Post Office 
address for mail originating in this area and addressed to this area. 

I am sending this as a memorandum rather than as a 
letter to Commander South Pacific so that you may take whatever steps • you think ,,,,ise. 

~~ 
D. M. MILLER, 
Flag Secretary. 



CO!,'SOP AC FILE 

• 

• 

th 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE ur~HTED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

31 1943. 

Sine 17, 

B. • • 

OOA 

01 

02 

11 

12 

15 

16 

17 

20 

22 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

1

31 

1)2 

7f> 

80 

90 

95 

05 

05A -
06 

07 

08 



nclo ur : 

rr rs 

( 

-
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

AIRCRAFT SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 

ort1~c 

H. • 
r S uth 

(. ) U I • • 

ss Ig r 
DFS/4621 . 

( } Envelope d 
• • artl.&ld . 

Decemb r 2 • 194-3-.-

to Lie t nant 

o. ~ . URKE . 
1 B cret 

\ 

.. 
\, 

, " 

r 



SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE ---OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 

22 Dec8llber .3 
.............................. , 194 ..... 

MEMORANDUM 

From: Flag i.ecreta17 

To: Flag Beare ry, Commander ~e 

Subject, 

Force, Pacific Pleet. 

Inoorreot17 addressed maU tor 
the COIDIII8I1der SOtlth Paoific. 

1. Your Officer lIe.sellger register 
75.3.0.43 arrived at Comeopac at NOUII8&, New 
Caledonia on 22 Decellber 194.3. 

2. It was 1ncorrectly addressed to 
Freeaantel, estern Australia 88 shown on the 
envelope returned herm th. 

H. E. STA~S • 

I 



COMSOPA<; F1LE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO:\JMANI.lER 

15 December 1943. 

Dear Captailu 

It you see Commander Dow tell him that DuPers 
1s insisting that th81' want radiomen trom the SoPac tor 
new cons~ruction. See DuPers to ComSoPac despatch 
131904. 

The Adm1ral has directed a strong rep~ to 
be sent, see our 150533. 

Commander Dow mrq wish to explain to BuPers 
the situation that exists in the SoPac. 

Everything 1s still quiet in Noumea, but the 
Pearl travelers will soon return .. 

Captain H. R. Thurber, U.S. la..,.., 
3218 - 29th. Street, Northwest, 
Washington, D.C. 

Best regards, 

H. E. STASSEN. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANUER 

15 December 1943. 

Dear Captain Rayl 

As of 1817 on 10 December, I am entering a 
requi 1 tion on ;you for a box of tb best cigars that 
thq have in ashington. In fact, 1 t could have been 
1817 on any dq, up to and including todq. 

Everything bas been very quiet since you 
left. 0 operation excitement and the only unofficial 
event of 1lIlportance was the gala open1ng of the new 
SoPac show "Topic of the Tropic a, 1 t was a good per­
formance and the opening was a success. 

Rollo Uson is do a fine stead,. capable 
job as ;you knew he would. The first Echelon of the 
Pearl trip wUl get back tomorrow, the 16th, and the 
second e10n will return on the 18th. 

Trust ;you have had a pleasant trip home and 
a rousing e1come from your fs.mil.y. 111 look forward 
to seeing you when :rou get ack. 

Captain H.R. Thurber, U.S. avy, 
3218 - 39th. street, ort est, 
ashington, D. C. 

B st regards, 

B. E. STASS • 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES P ACIFIC F LEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDE R 

... ___ ll_.lJlaeBer ___ uuu ________ uu. 194 __ ' 00 00 

MEMORANDUM 

From: FLAG SECRETARY 

To: naa Seore&u7, ctF 39. 

Dear lID. 

For 7ortI -fDtomat1cm _ received todq your 
ottleer "--aw pukagee Woe. 1963A, 19631, aDd 
1992. b_ ccmta1De4 ;your eeriala 0062 ot 3 
.~.1Iber aDd ~7 of 6 DeoeIIber 1943. 

!be. tmw pwtkaea8 _1'8 addreaeed ·Ca.ander 
South Pae1fto, lav]401l, instead ot laV7 131. 

m handa bere now realize what happens when 
,.,. are m port! 11 

,I.ue .u.nct ba&rt7 cQIlgra\ulatiO!18 to the 
AdIdral em tJ. .U7 C%'cIe J was delighted when It was 
s.-d. 

Beat regarda to all, 

B. I. Sl'JSSIN. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PA CIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO" MANDER 

1 December 1943. 

The Depuv cc:m1lD8I:w1er South Pacific. 

Leave, Rehabilitation, 
Flag Yeomen. 

Rotation Pollet tor 

(a) SuPers Circular Latter 167- 43. 
(b) BuPers tetter Pe -63O-Nd , Pl6-3 • 

(A) Present Policy of Leave, Rehabilitation and 
Rotation of opae Flag Y en. 

IDj Co eron emoramum to (05). 
C Cow of request for Leave Orders . 
D 00P1' of randum to Captain I . H. If.qfield, 

regarding Yeomen leave. 

OOA 

01 

02 

11 

12 

15 

16 

17 

20 

1. By olosure ( ) Comseron attempts to change the 22 
e sting polley as to leave for opse Flag Yeomen. 1--+----

25 
F}1closure ( ) 1s bad.tted with the recommendation 2. 

that it approved as the t1uuiDg poliet. 1_2_6-+-__ _ 

3. The pre t pollet bas worked out well, is clearl3r 1_2_7--+-__ . 
und tood by all baDia, the rale of the Flag compi ent is good, and 28 

at of tb fll'O pItting 1D long hours on a 7 da;y basi • 1---+----

4. ten-da;y leave or l1be~ granted after ",.ear 
29 

should not be deducted f':tUil the 3O-dq rehabilltation leave upon return 31 
to the states tor reassignment to new construction_ t laval Distric, ........ -+----
OIl th tnlam have a ten or t1fteen-dq annual leave £or personnel 

CD their shore- eel tat! • Furthermore reference (b) provides 
tor 30 dq upon return to the states after on year or or overs 
service there is small l1kellhood of nag personnel returning to t.b 
tates 1D less 18 months. In st instances it 1s eloser to two 'Yr-==iL----

Thus ten-dq leave at the d o£ om year, plus 30 d~ h 1'Otumod 
the tor s :t i not excessive and is ill accordance 1_9_°-+-___ . 

wi tb 1"8 policy. 
95 

5. er thaD dqs is ot desired as experience 05 
indicates t this period of t e works out quite s8.tistactori~ to tb,e--+----
personnel. It al 0 it eas! -r for the eMofs of sections to 1."S!:lrr.bDf"ei 

the work of the than it would be to e ork for a 15-day - --+---
or 3O-d.q leave. 06 

1--+----

07 

08 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFI(, FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO\IMA NDF.R 

~G&&oI. and tralla should 
OOA 

the transportation 1_0_1-+-__ 
COJl:IJXU:-abl • 

-",""' ... nroD. 

( ) iDilcates th ethod of or. 
th in vance or the t ti ve program 
be e 1n section tor the ro1ief. 

02 

t of the ex1st1ng polley the to'.&..IJI;J.--+--_ 
, or are now , returned to the mainl.a.nd tor 

00 truction. 26 

, V. G., Y2c. 
27 

Lef't the U.5. :r, 1941 28 
I surv1 TOr of the tr~ TORIA. 

29 
D l:.oInJiIfIlLl, J .R., cr 

Left tb U.S. July, 1942. 
Is t· surv1 r. 

Svn.l1u:.o..L.1~.I;Il1., ., no, 

S 

tt the u.s. pri1, 1942. 
Is a r 0 the U 5 

EL, C. • nee 
Left the U.S. Jul3' 1941. 
I a survivor r t u 

H. 

I:: 
75 

80 

flO 

!)5 

08 



:.~. .~ .. 

' . . --
''''f-- :::.> ~. 

.'.~: 

-;"'",;.;. 

'~ 

.......... 

. :.\ ..... 

COMSOP AC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO~ER 

~. eal piRSdCn:: -

Deal" Captain: 

I find in cheeldng up on your orders that as tar as the 
records of' our perscmnel 0,.f1ce. show" 'JOU c,aJie , to ComSoPac 
under orders to ' ;report to ~he SARATOGA. !hen you were given 
tempor81"7 ' additional duty orders port to port. Nothingelse 
bas happened smce that tmtU your B1iPers clisJ>a:tch orders. 

It this is, ~orreet, I bell.eve your orders , detaching you 
and ordering )'OIl to proceed to carry out tb,e ~rs orders .. 1;0 
the HOOGATrBAY should be issued by, ComAirSQPae where you have. 
been. on duty. ' 

, , 

!'his is the opbrlon of our persODDel sectlon.!rust it 
works out O.K. , Perhaps 7fJfJr old SARATOGA orders should have 
an endorsement by COII.A:1rSofac ot report!ng (1l such and such 
a data tor tempora1'7 additicmal duty and than detached on the 
date you leave for Seattle. ' 

C.om.UrSoPae can also give, you temporary, additional duty 
, orders on this last trip with Captain BMmann. 

If' this does not work 'out properly, send me a copy of 
your om various orders and 118 will figure out ~ best 1nq to 
hBlldle it and sead the~ to 1011- !be BuPe~s d1spatch itself, 
is ample for the trip back. 

'things have been verr quiet aDd peaeetui. in BODea since 
JOU left, but • all look forward to seeing 1011· sga!n some 
time some place. ' 
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COMSOPAC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS / OF THE COl\fMANDER 

'1 Dee, ... 194). 

Dear Captain IDwt1ie. 

This w1ll ~1edge your letter or Jio,caber 23, 
1943, to" JdIdi'alIla1H;r with eoele.eel letter, wldch .. 
.. t to yoar ottJ.ce b7 ~. 

The AdId.Nl .,peci the arisSnal letter eddreBsed 
to IMw8, Incorpon.ted, mel 1t baa lODe torwud direct to 
that OCIII-", this date, Y1a.u.n. A COW 18 enoloeeel 
berw1th tor JOUr tUes. 

Beat raptde, 

S1DcerelT, 

B. E. STASSI'S, 
Lt. ec.az.. V.s.I.a., 

Flag Seoretar;r. 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE O F THE SECRETARY 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr ., U. S. Navy, 
Commander Third Fleet, 
c/o Fleet Post Office , 
San Francisco, California . 

My dear Admiral Halsey: 

I am enclosing a letter which has been sent to this office 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer . 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

OOR-5(35160) 

That studio is producing a feature motion picture based on Captain 
Ted Lawson's book "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo , " which is the story 
of the Tokyo raid . Both the War and Navy Departments are extending 0 
cooperation to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in the production of this pic­
ture . Army and Navy technical advisers will check it not only on 
the technical accuracy of what is photographed but also on the 
propriety of the scenes . In addition, final review will be given 
to the film here at the Navy Department . 

Inasmuch as this production will be more or less of an historical 
presentation, and since it will be kept in hand, I can safely 
recommend for your consideration the signing of the enclosed 
letter . In a picture such as this a great many states of the 
Union require that permission be secured before using real names 
of characters . 

With respects and an intense pride in the great work that your 
command is doi ng, I am, 



J.ROBERT RUBIN 

VI CE-PRESIDENT 
AND 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

LOEW BUILDI NG - 1540 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 

Admiral rfilliam F. '{alsey, Jr., us}'" 
c/o The irector of Public Relat-ions 
r,.,VY epartuent 
Washington, • C. 

Dear A~iral ~alsey: 

Yovember 1), 194::; 

. s you are crobably ~~re, we are contemplating 
making a motion uictul-e based on Captain Ted Lawson's book 
"Thirty Seconas Over Tokyo". The 'lar and Navy Departments 
have ~iven their consent to the production of this Fotion 
picture , and we have had and will continue to have their 
wholehearted cooperation and enthusiastic support. 

It is our oesire to give credit to the Een who 
participated in this heroic venture by using "their names 
and charac~ers in the motion cicture . General ooli~tle's 

approval h' s beeL given and we have already 'eceived and 
are continuing to receive consents from many of the parti­
cipants. 

'Ive trust tha ~ you too will see your way clear to 
consent to the use of your name and character in the llio~ion 
picture and tha t you will sign anu return to us the enclosed 
for_'l of cons ent. 

As we are planning to 0 0 into i~~ediate production 
on tlis motion picture , we vould thaLk you to ~ive this 
ma1Jter your early attention ~:. s we must know at the earliest 
date possible whether you are agreeable to Lhe use of your 
nar.e . 

Encl . 
sm'c 

Veri truly yours , 

NO AGREEMENT OR ORDER WILL BE BINDING ON THIS CORPORATION UNLI:SS IN WRITING AND SIGNED BY AN OFFICER 



Imnr'-s Incorporated 
1540 Broe.clwlQr 
Bew York, 19, N.Y. 

Gentlemen I 

COP! 

7 December 1943. 

I understand that the War aDd Navy Depar1ael1ts haft giftD 
;you their consent to the _king o£ a talking motion pic­
ture based on the book -THIRTY SEOONDS OVER TOXIO,· b;y 
Captain Ted lawson, and that tbe7 haft apprond the sor1pt 
thereof. 

Since J'OU haft such approYal, I hereby irrnocablJ" con­
sent to the use o~ rq naae and likeness and to the 111-
par8ODation ot me as one ot the characters in TOur said 
tal~ng motion picture, and in its advertising ncb 
tOl"llS as 1W mtJ:7 deaD. neces88.IT. 

(JdId.ral WUl1am F. Halsq) 



COMSOPAC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE CO~NDER 

Dear CaptafD jOklSSt 

!be box or mall ad personal ettecte urind 1D good 
... ___ good condition. 

I8PPrec1ate your courte87 in this utter WI7 nab. 
Cbap!a'. lattert7 81JU8sted this _thad or ezped1t1D.g -
NkSal certain ot -the sh1~t ee.. o1't1cere haft bad cem-
e1derable d1tt1cu1t7 1A baring perscaal eftects tOl'wardad. 

till look torward to I18smg you perama117 8088 Mare 
t~. . 

Captain .mest .,1d.ss, 
. c/o...". Bellet ott1oe, 

12th l&ftl District, 
8m Jr8DCisco, CaUtonda. 

I . B. Br.AS8ll. 

OOA 

01 

02 

11 

12 

15 

16 

17 

20 

22 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

31 

52 

75 

80 

90 

95 

05 

05A 

06 

07 

08 

JI~ __ ----,I,------,--, 

L-~------~----~--------------~ 



COM:SOPAC FILE 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 
OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COl\fMANDER 

S December 194:3. 

Dear President Sinclair.: 

fha:nk you tor your ldnd letter of November 9. 

I appreciate your invitation very much. However, 1 
have not made any public addresses since entering the ser­
v~ce, hence will decline._ It ID7 duties take me to Pearl 
Harbor at aD.7 time, however, I wUl be pleased to meet you 
perGOD8l17 • 

I have, at various times, heard very tavorable reports 
about the University ot Hawaii and its e.ccompllslments. 

Sincere regards, 

R. E. STASS~. 

fresldent Gregg • Sinclair, 
University of Hawaii" 
P.O. Box 18, ,Honolulu 10, . 
ferr1to17 of Ba aii. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 

OF THE UNITED STATES P CIFIC FLEBT 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDE}{ 

m ..... 2.o.o •• '.I' .......... --- .......... 194) ..... . 

MEMORANDUM 

From: FLAG SECRETARY 

To: Oft1oer 111 Cbarp, DAILY DIS. 

1. ru.. 1Dcrea. the nuaber ot oopl .. 
alloted th1. beadq~ra trom 150 to 1SO. 

2. Th18 1Dcrease 1. DeCe .. ltated by the 
1'8Oent apan.lcm or the .tatt. 

H. E. SfASSII. 
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