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Dear Harold: 

Not having had a chance to see you before you left, 
I t hought I would write to you and tell you how very 
proud I am to be your sister. 

When you told me that day what your plans were, I 
didn't know whether to cry or be happy, and the whole 
thing didn't really register, but as day by day goes by 
I just get the funniest feeling about your being in 

. the Navy and sacrificing so much that wouldn't have 
had to be sacrificed. I try to fathom the deep feeling 
that you must have had to make the decision, and I think 
of what a grand, brave little person Esther is, and it 
just doesn't seem real. Vfuen I hear comments and read 
mail bag letters against you, it Just makes my blood 
boil and I would just like to meet the person and tell 
them how real you are. ,. 
Very few people are born with such an unselfish attitude 
toward everything and everyone. I wish you would have 
left a little of that character for me, who was born 
six years later. 
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~ r<- • r her the .... r the two things t at wi 1 be ' 
most importan will be to be near to and happy with you and 
Glen and Kathleen, and to be of oonst ruotive service to the 
people partioularly in world relationships. other things 
seem of small signifioanoe in oomparison, altho of oourse 
many faotors ha~ a bearing on these two. What then should 
our tenative plans be? 

The one question that was decided in my letter 
to the Secretary of the Navy seell18 olearly to have been 
oorreotly answered. The pos~ibility of it ooming about are 
ot oourse very remote. If it did happen then the need would 
be to plan haw .. could live a full life tOGether notwithstanding 
the impact of thia position. I am certain _ oan do this when 
we plaoe it in its proper import anoe and plan tor it. 
ObTiously too the seoond objective I have would be answered 
to an extnme deg_ee t:t1x if I were to be nominated. 

On the other hand I do not f eel that I 
should aocept a Vice Pr o nomination. I do not feel that I 
could be of as muoh oonstruotive servioe on world polioy that 
way as I could without it. I 1lJ uld be tied in to a oampaign 
that will be oonduoted on a rather bitter attacking basis that 
I would not approve of. I would be restrioted by position both 
in a campaign and in the offioe if suooessful as to the frankness 
of expression of my vi .. s as they should not be expres s d then 
in confliot with the views of the Pres. I han not minded being 
oompletely silent naw under these .... r circumstanoes, but I 
would not be happy to be able to speak but not frankly and openly. 
Either winning or losing I bolieve I would lo.e the solid 
respect and confidenoe of a conlliderable number of people whioh 
is the foundation on Whioh I will be able to haVe the greatest 
effect on the future polioy of our oountry. 

What then should ~e oontemplate doing after the 
wart What would you think of this. Spend the f irst year or 
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two lomewhat leisurely. We travel together aome. Study and 
write and Ipeak on the lubjeots of national and world policy. 
Perhaps tinanoe ourlelvel entirely this way or perhaps 
practice some law' or accept the presideno, of some oollege 
or university. They..,uld be years ... would have to truly 
live together, you and Glen and Kathleen and I, and to prepare 
tor tuture service, while having lOme i!IDediate influenoe thru 
lpeaking and writing and conterring. We could go to Boston, 
al an example I and lpend lome time on tRe Cape and some time 
in selsions with the Harvard faculty explor :ng ideas and 
prinoiples. I think I could have sufficient speaking and 
writing re~uests to meet a reasonable budget. 

This may then lead at a later year to running for 
President or it may not . It may lead to other public or 
international posi tion or it may not. It may r8sul t rather in 
posit:bna in the educational field. 

I will a180 want to spend a part -~f my time in 
reUgous acthi i.s such al t have t .ollowed in the past yeara. 

I suppose another way of saying .ome of the above is 
to .ay that I .0 not have any driving ambition to get into 
busine88 and make money nor t ,o drift toward any certain publio 
off'... And on the other hand you and the childrena mean 
eyen more to m. than ever and the oouTse of our country and 
ot world polioy in ita eftect upon peaoe and war and liWing 
standard. thruout the world mean more taan eVvr. 

What 11 your reaot~on to all this? ~rite to me 
your thoughts and questions. It we oan think thru these 
overall questions many more immediate probl ema answer themselves 
rather eas11y. 

Will olose now by limply saying, I love you 
very much and ~ 10 proud of yo~. 
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