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Dear Harold:

Not having had a chance to see you before you left,
I thought I would write to you and tell you how very
proud I am to be your sister.

When you told me that day what your plans were, 1
didn't know whether to ery or be happy, and the whole
thing didn't really register, but as day by day goes by
I just get the funniest feeling about your being in
the Navy and sacrificing so much that wouldn't have
had to be sacrificed. I try to fathom the deep feeling
that you must have had to make the decision, and I think
of what a grand, brave little person Esther is, and it
just doesn't seem real. When I hear comments and read
mail bag letters against you, it Just makes my blood
boil and I would just like to meet the person and tell
them how real you are.

[
Very few people are born with such an unselfish attitude
toward everything and everyone. I wish you would have
left a little of that character for me, who was born
six years later.

Loye,
A
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most importln will be to be near to and happy with you and
Glen and Kathleen, and to be of constructive service to the
people particularly in world relationships., Other things
seem of small significance in comparison, altho of course
many factors have a bearing on these two. What then should
our tenative plans be?

The one question that was decided in my letter
to the Secretary of the Navy seems clearly to have been
correctly answered, The possibility of it coming about are
of course very remote. If it did happen then the need would
be to plan how we could live a full life together notwithstanding
the impact of this position. I am certain we can do this when
we place it in its proper importance and plan for it.

Ob¥iously too the second objective I have would be answered
to an exteeme degpee ikfx if I were to be nominated.

On the other hand I do not feel that I
should accept a Vice Pr. nomination. I do not feel that I
could be of as much constructive service on world policy that
way @8 I could without it. I w uld be tied in to a campaign
that will be conducted on a rather bitter attacking basis that
I would not approve of, I would be restricted by position both
in a campaign and in the office if successful as to the frankness
of expression of my views as they should not be express d then
in conflict with the views of the Pres. I have not minded being
completely silent now under these war circumstances, but I
would not be happy to be able to speak but not frankly and openly.
Either winning or losing I bclieve I would lose the solid
respect and conRidence of a condiderable number of people which
is the foundation on which I will be able to hawe the greatest
effect on the future policy of our country.

What then should We contemplate doing after the
war? What would you think of this. Spend the first year or
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two somewhat leisurely. We travel together some. Study and
write and speak on the subjects of national and world policy.
Perhaps finance ourselves entirely this way or perhaps
practice some law or accept the presidency of some college

or university. They would be years we would have to truly
live together, you and Glen and Kathleen and I, and to prepare
for future service, while having some immediate influence thru
speaking and writing and conferring., We could go to Boston,
as an example, and spend some time on the Cape and some time
in sessions with the Harvard faculty exploring ideas and
principles, I think I could have sufficient speaking and
writing reguests to meet a reascnable budget,

This may then lead at a later year to running for
President or it may not. It may lead to other public or
international position or it may not. It may result rather in
positbns in the educational field.

I will also want to spend a part of my time in
religous activi ies such as I have followed in the past years,

I suppose another way of saying some ofthe above is
to say that I do not have any driving ambition to get into
business and make money nor to drive toward any certain publioc
of febe. And on the other hand you end the childrengx mean
even more to me than ever and the course of our country and
of world policy in its effect upon peace and war and liwing
standards thruout the world mean more than ev.r.

What is your reactéon to all this? TWrite to me
your thoughts and questions. If we can think thru these
overall questions many more immediate problems answer themselves
rather easily.

Will close now by simply saying, I love you
very much and am so proud of you.
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org
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