
emorandum; 

Subject; JO)Ult Army Navy, Surface and Air, liberation and 

evacuation of P~WS in Japan , under co and of the Commanding 

General of the 8th A y and utilizing units of the Third 

Fleet under the co nand of COL ander Task Group 30.6, and assis6 

ed by representat;ives of the International Red Cross and of 

the Swedish and Swiss Legat ions . 

1 . itachi'Ar.ea 639 prisoners 

A liason offioer of the Com Gan 8th Army (Gl·Section~ 
to baoard the Flagship of Coumander TaSk: Unit 30 . 6.2 

Tio 8th Army Medical, teams to board the Ros ital ship 
or evacuation ship of this unit. A representative of 
the ~ternational agenci~s also to board the Flagshi , 
C!U 30 . 6.2 then proceed to Hitachi Harbor with appropriate 
shipsi an evacuate the pows in this area in accordance 
with the policies of the COmGenSthArmy . 

Japanese motor and rail transport to be camm deered 
for the short ov. 1 nt to the harvor . Li!nite moter 
t,rans ort to be 10 dcd in an amphibious ship of 30 . 6 . 2 to 
as 1st in the operation . 

Air cap and advance air reconnaissance to be provided 
during the operation 

2. Sendal Area. 2000 powS 

A Idason officer of t~ Co Gen8th Army to board the 
Flagship of CTU 30 . 6. 3 and 2 Eighth a~y edlcal Units 
to board th Hospital ship or Evacuation Ship of this 
Unit . A representative of the International Agencies 
also to board the Flagshi • 

CTU 30 . 6 • • 3 then proceed to Kamaiishi harbor and 
liberate and extend edical care and evacuate the pows 
in the Sendai area in accordance with tIE 1011c1es 0 

the ComGen 8th Army . 
Japanese mail and motor transport to be 00 landeered 

for the short movement to th harbor brom adjoining camps . 
Air cap and advance air reconnaisance to be 

provided ~uring the operation . 

3. Niigaata Area . 2300 POWS 

Same proceedure as and B proce ding to nl1ga ta Harbor. 



4. ~ago'Ya Ar ,a 1500 POWS 

S e proceeduDE as A an B 
entering Hammamatsu harbor. 

5. ahl0 rbor 

6. 

An 8th Y team 11th an Sth Army ed1acal unit and 
a ava1 Linson Of icor fro eta ;0.6 and unit to 
obtain l~ited motor transport and 00 mandeer aadit10 a1 
transport and ~rocood by road to Yokohama docks and 
deliver reloased POWS to tho arigo1d· Ar. y Hos ital Ship 

bulo.tory Talaea ed PO fter medical screening to be 
o floaded t YolosUOa docks r air tr nsport to 
ppropriate destinations. 

}..-J 



4. Nagoya Area 1500 POWS 

Same proceedu~~ as A and B 
entering Hammamatsu harbor. , 

5. Ahhio Harb~r 

An 8th Army team wi'th an 8th Al"1 Y Mediacal Unit?and 
a aval Liason Officer frQ~ O~G 30.6 and unit t6 
obtain lDn~ted motor transport and commandeer aaditional 
transport and proceod by road to Yokohama docks and 
deliver relea.sed POW'" to the Marigold USAn y,Hospital Ship 

\ 

6. ~ bulatory ralaeased POWS after medical screening to be 
. 0 floaCied at Yolosulla dOCks fo r air transport to 
appropriate destinations. 

\ 

, I 
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I .. T S,.. -
To atoll over satlor otory L1on, it -being 

tood that ulttmat ro ons1bil1ty re ta w1 h t·~ 

Jap eee ~111tary thorltl0 

o his . troct the Delce te ball: 

a). bta1n fro· th Ca. Au horitl 8. 

• 11 Sill, e .... t? ,. ted by c . ps 

11ty~ 

2. Up-to-date lists of 810 , 

Y OW!lpo. atatlnt'$ din ~.l.O 

u cd inv llds, so regatod 

heth r capable of! trano ortatlon 

3 . 

• 

5. 

and, it so, t or 11 a sit ·1n 

lists, 'oel!rega ad by nat! ....... "_ ... y, n r peat ofthooe 

thus to oe left hin, inea bl.e of tf't1l .. ~p rtatlon 

indio tiIg d1~gnoal 

~ l1 t of Civ1l Int os, ogreg ted y nat! nellty, 
• 

remainln in Japan. 

by If'lt on 11 1, t all Pc) and . 1. 

e ou od. 

Indic tions of stren In posao~ on of ~~e 

on nuryojo~).oky ku'a figuros p r June SOt 1 45. . It 1 ... " ther tor , 

os ible at dl vergono! s ill be found to en:) t whe. comparIng 

these fl g ures th thooe to b submit d by the C mp uthor1-

ats mentione un 61'1 1/5 ho a1.n 0 fe ro to bt. brought back by 

tl e Doleg t.e t 'okyo f r 1 .odinte sub ' lso1on to tho Chief 

-



b) bt in th n 1 t n pl th C P 

) 0 00 plot ev unt nt n to the 

ct t t no pr1son r 1 t 0 t1 0 1"'1 on , 

spl ls or ot r pl c ot dot t • .. 
d) void all bottlQnooksJ P eeod1.:au 1'l:rot h ev cuat on of C 

ost to oint ot ar tion a b 

it: hAt of' C p ns , 

e) "'" o t 1 1'1.0 1.'1 ot t 0 v .. 

c tl a e1 t oint s r aceD 0-

a.ilabl.a , 

t) to tit i tor tra. port 

or, at nee ot s eh, to t 

die p onn 1 . 

} , v1 

be on in n;l sh 

1s to e a too lyi t s1. ttl 

or s \ 1n po 1t1on. 

dical off1e rs . 

h) se in 1'1 to 

n t th 

• f 

) & 

j) :re ort c noern1ng 

in 

to b 0 ta 11 h d by 0 

ort the 0 et of 

or 

n o~ va 1 ti 

to 

or t lephO ot: 

a 0t etlat 11 f, llow1 em.b i!atlon of 

tel t 1'1 

.. -

• 

is 



The Dele to 11: 

} Contact ondoavo to remaIn in touch ~th the otf cor n 

00 reO C Group as C1:ned to o th 

Co. nding O-.flc~n· of t e Japan& e Army fa"" are 

b) t b11sh oontaot t tho onrlle t 0 port ty 1th 0 r pre-

sent tlv ,who s 11 slst the tho cut ton ot 

hiJ ta k on th d with th 111 forces on the ot.er. 

0) A pro oh t 0 lac e Jap 1 I ad Cros 001 ty 

1rlt_l a v ew to obt n1n a8si th Slck, Yloundo 

InvaJ.1d • ted Oro oaiety 1 nd vo r to h 

in din s vaeu t10n jour ey the folio -

r oll1t1es: 

~oqu1 lte tart. 1 _or c phor ad r un ... njeo ion 

irs - Id m t rIal. nolu in st tc er , p_llow , to. 

001 tea . 

d) e am 1 con aot ith e 1~otact1ng o,or represe t tl 11 

decision to b t n jointly. 

e) ndeavour to c or t lephon i 11 th C liaf 

aleg in Tokyo, ry difflc\!lty s 11 be referred. 

) 20~ of th tlon trai will b mnde up of eeon - cla 

oar lages which ar re rve fIr t for tl e 8i 01 # wounded d 

Inv1111 , e c l~ for t o · otfJ.c r • 

b) t air af' ot ,. 

e) rioan ad Oross relief, eb as stuffs and 1Tledla 1 u plies, 

1 tl ro rty or th i onor , to han d 0 r 

-



to and taken e.long by them, if t y 80 de ire . 

d) ion 1'81 tJ.ng to 0 saving ccounts a d sh II of dece sod 

o ... 0 ithin t 1.0 phe of cv ~etenc ot t 0 protect lb 

ON s all, ho GV r, be per.,lltted'to oarry an adequate aunt of 

poCk t-man y in apanose currency . 

The De ega. to Is prahl 'kI1 ted fro . d closing any infOl t ion or 

making 1 statement w tsoever to embers of the pr 8 • 

ard and lodg d'nn t 16 ml s Ion s all be rovided by e 

Japanese aut orltl or by h 100 1 chapt&t 0 . . 
oolety . 

Tho Delegate s all manifest throughout hl$ iLaslon a. spirit 

of objectivity, 1 art! 11ty and cono11IatIon, an sha~l 

l~over com ol't hJ.tn:Jelt in mann r betlttlJ'lg a me er of the 

Red Cross . 

Tokyo, August 25, 1945. 

C lof of 
The Int 

n ot 
Co.mt1ttee 



roSTE.R (i.e' OF .:nC~R:.:.i 
NavPers 353 (12-43) 

To: -I'he Chief of Naval Personnel. 

Ship, S'i:iation 
Or Act.:...vity 

, Como. : 'C Cdr,. 

Date of 
COIilIllru1der :i,'usk ,li'lotilla SIX 

~ rot 
. :l 

1 i , j 1 2 t . ~ 
~.. .L ~ i -." I 
. --- - . -- ---;io.---~-~-l 

'i'otal. , 
on Doa),i.----

5 

:1 . 1 2 3 l 4 i - 5 1 6 10 11 -r---ii -1'-1:3--1' -U:-' 
iSee I ~ I I Kii. Cl. Duties in rros. ! .Courses 

File No.'!In- Na.me IRank I Date of ' I or Prima.r<J D"l.lty Collateral Duty Trui,ring ~atG . !' \~u.ali 
15tr. ;PrcsentRank NRC1. for. 'iu.all.f.j¢~t.ions 

'30986 

63.380 

95786 

97.377 

2003,58, j 
i 

1607.53 l R 
j 
I 
I 
·1 . 

I SIAi.PSON, Rodger n. 

i li'()S'.i.'ER, rial term. 
i 
\;'" ;- c u ... "I ' . d - R i w.~l.I,;;u., ~e .. ~ er • 

! GIU~~l, Charles . H. 
I 

IWILLIAIilS, Josoph n. 
I 
I 

IPPYfEJiS, milton ~. 

r 

, 
Como. I 4/6/45 

I ! 
I ' . , 
iCdr. \ 10/1.5/42 
, I I Lieut ~ 12/1/42-, 
I ! 

ILieut.; U/1/42 
I ' 1 
j Lieut .110/1/43 
I . I 

,Li6ut.! 
I i 
I ' I I 

! 
'j 

I 
1 

I 192.1 
I 
l ;1..9.30 , 
I \ i 
! USNR(D) I 
: USNR(D) ! 
, I 

I USNR(C) ! 
i 

USNR(D) : 

I f 
I j 

3 I 3 J 

3 :; 

2 2 

2 2 

3 .3 

I I 

I ; I' f ! ' 
j , 

3 

54 

2 

51 

3 

ComTas~'lotsIX i None 
, i 
I Cr:ief S'(,aff ufi .!Opt::rc.tions 

I . 

Gunner..! \Asst .Op~;rt: t ions 

CTli' 

DcsDivCom NOVl 

Operations- NOil 

Fl!1g Secretary I IntelliGence Open,tionli [ lio" 

'~r CL.,',t Now l!"lag Lieut. Conununica tions 
Cosrun. O.f'f. 

"- . PI }f 0'1-1::­
W. M. li'OST;&,H 

I 

Chief Staff ufficer. 

.;' " 

'I 
l'Jone 

M3 I 

I 
I S$ 

I1'T(any) I ' '-~--

76 

ie,p.· '" 3.,"" , 

~ .... 

, / 

;.." '.~, 

," 

". 
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TO:- Allied Forces H •• , on Japan . 

FROt:::- Squadron Leader <;.UINN Royal ustralian Air Force. 

DATE:- 20th, ugust 1945 . 

SUBJECT:- Treatment of Prisoners of ' ar e 

Whilst stating that treatment of P . O.W.s, was universally very bad, it is not 
my purpose here to cover treatment other than that which I have seen myself . 

I was shot down at Rabaul Harbour, !Jew Britain, on the 4th., December 1943 
and captured almost iJrmediately by the Japanese IJavy. 'Tas refused any medical aid 
for self or crew. Kept blind-folded and closely tied, not allowed to speak (except 
to answer questions) given nothing to eat or drink for four days . "Third degree lt 

questio ing under threat of death VffiS continuous for ten days, except for short 
periods about noon each day '(hen 'lie were left tied out i n t he sun where the mob 
aIlDlsed themselves by kicking us on the wounds, beati.g, pulling out our hair, 
burning us with cigarettes, etc . Each night we were handed over to Navy guards who 
kept up a similar intimidation programme . Refusing to answer questions or giving 
false or misleading information brought on severe beating~ with a knotted rope and 
the flat of a sword . Requests to be treated according to the Geneva Convention 
resulted in more beatings and a statement by the Japanese commander at Rabaul that 
he had no regard for the Geneva Convention and that prisoners in his eyes were lower 
than dogs . 

After .sixteen days I was flown t o Japan and taken to a II quest ioning camp II , or 
intimidation crunp as the Japanese called it, at OFUN.; just outside Yokohama. 
This Camp was run by the Japanese Navy; it was hidden in a pocket in the hills 
behind Of una r ailway station and is approached by a tunnel through the hill. In 
this camp, the guards and the prison camp administration did to the prisoners 
exactly what they liked. 

/ As indicated above this camp was maintained by the Navy for the purpos e of 
extract ll1g inform&t i on fro~ prisoners by force . Beatings, clubbings, torture 
exercises, starvation and all sorts of other intimidation methods too numberous 
to mention were used continuously. No restraint was put on the guards, in fact 
they were encouraged by the authorities to harras prisoners as much as possible . 
Any guard could beat or club any prisoner as much as he liked; a Jap medical 
orderly was one of the worst . Prisoners were not allowed to speak or communicate 
with one another . 

Only prisone7Js fresh from COl-bat were brought to this camp . l~any were injured, 
most were at least half naked. Medical attention was a bitter farce . Almost 
no clothing was issued to prisoners, yet during winter they were kept outside all 
day to increase their misery. Frost bitten extrenuties coupled with the common 
mal- nutritional diseases were the co.:Jllon lot . Food was kept at starvation level by 
order and worsened below that by wholesale pilfering by cooks and guards . Prisoners 
averaged forty to sixty pounds below their normal weight; my own weight went dovID 
to ninety five pounds from a normal of a hundred and fifty . 

Everything was done to debase and demoralize the prisoners as much as possible 
becaus e the more intkidated they were, the more likely they were to reveal infor­
matron whilst being questioned . 

Prisoners were not considered P.O.W.s, but IIcaptives ll who had no status, no 
rights no redress of any sort . rotest to the camp aut~orities or to the visiting 
interp~eters always resulted in an increase in the sever~ty of the treatment to 



continuation 1. 

the complainer . 
There were usually between, forty and eighty prisoners held at Of una, the 

period varying from a fevi weeks up till two years but averaging about six months, 
at the end of \Wlich they were handed over to the Japanese Army. 

I arrived at Of una December 2hth . , 1943 and was released from there 
September 30th . , 1944. 

Treatment by the Army was better but stlll far from satisfactory. During the 
time I was i ll the Tokyo Headquarters Camp the place was terrorized by a Jap 
N. C.O. (Sgt. WAT~~ABE) who went berserk at least once a day singling out officers 
as a rule for the worst beatings . The Japanese officers made no attempt to 
restrain this man. He beat Padres, Doctors and many other officers very severly 
during my time there for little and often no offense . Pilfering of food and 
Red Cross supplies by the Japanese (in particular by Sgt . Watanabe) was heavy i n this 
camp. I was forced together with about forty other officers to work in a leather 
shop sewing back packs for Japanese soldiers . I was at 01i:ORI that is Tokyo Head­
quarters Camp from September 30th. , 1944 till February 28th . , 1945 when I went to 
a brick factory crurrp at Yokohama, (Yokohama Taika Renga) . This was camp No . IS-D . 
This camp was COL paratively peaceful , beatings of prisoners occuring at less frequent j 

intervals, pilfering and withholding of food and Red Cross materials by the Japanese 
was severe . 

After June 5th. , 1945 I moved to carup 5-B at NIIG T . This Niigata C21!lP though 
latterly improved was during 1943-44 extremeLy bad, ninety seven men died from 
mal-nutrition, exposure and rough treatment in the first six months . The best 
witness to question regarding treatment in this area fs Sergeant .W. Rance, HKVDC., 

Treatment at many other places was similar to Rabaul . 
Marcus , Penang, Truk and Rabaul were all Hell holes for prisoners . 

I am prepared to repeat this statement, and more, on Oath and am more than 
willing to give evidence t hat will assist in bringing tpe persons responsible for 
such treatment to justice. 

/s/ N. Quinn ..... ......... ... ... .............. .. 
S~uadron Leader N. Quinn. 
. R. A. • F. 

We the undersigned agree tha t the statements made by S/Ld . , Quinn concerning the 
treatment of prisoners in P. O.W. Camps in Japan are correct. ~e are willing to 
give similar s t atements or evidence as may be necessary. 

Co-pilot of a Catalina PBY (VP-ll; Il-P-IO), I was imprisoned at the Ohuna Camp 
from S October, 1942 until 8 kay 1943. Al.JM Ralph Ames and AL1U Willie Scarborough, 
members of my crew, entered Ohuna Camp in good health, but died later as a result 
of treatment authorized by Japanese authorities . 

'-

/s/ J . L. COULTSR 
J .L. COUIJlIER, EnSign, USNR. 

At Ohuna, Jan . 6, 1944 - Oct . 1, 1944 VTilliam lI cFerren, 1st Lt . US C. 
Capt . Farken W/U ALLIDES at Of una 19th Aug - 3rd Dec . 1943 . Maj . D:~ . Boyle US1':CR, at 
Ohuna Uarch 7, 1944 - January 15th, 1945 . L.L. Farran Civilian Asst . Supt . Wake 
Island - ct 11 1 2 to ,;lV g 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FIEST 
THIRD FLEET . 

4 September 1945. 

IGt.iORANDilln. TO: Chi~fs of Sections. 

Subject: PO.I ,.;.'vacuation. 

1. The emergency phase POyV evacuation as far as this command 
is concerned is completed. 

2. Henceforth the T •. IIW Fleet participation in PO« evacuation 
will be considered as a normal operation, under an assigned con~der, and 
placed into effect by a normal op-plan or op-order issued by Commander 
T;:E:.D Fleet. 

3. Further arrangements vlith the Army in connection with POn 
evacuation are now considerej to be operational in character and COIllll.1ander 
THIRJ Fleet will be represented at joint Aru.y-Navy conferences by an of- . 
ficer from 11 Section who may call on appropriate mer.ibers of tile Staff 
for. technical advice when required. 

4. Various aspects of PO •• liberation and evacuation will h~re-
after be handled normally by the approl'riate Staff Section. 

H.C. CARROLL, 
Ass't Flag Secretcr,r. 

ROBT. B. Ci.:aNEY, 
Chief of Staff. 
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FILE 

:mlORANPtDl TO: 01 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
THIRD FLEET 

8 September 1945. 

Subject: Evacuation of POW's from Western Honshu. 

1. On 2 September )(ajor Fellows, Senior Camp POW of Niigata Camp 

S B, came to Onori No. S with Japanese Sergeant Major guard frail his camp. 

He there contacted CTG .30.6 Sent17 partY' and was sent out to the SAN JUAN. 

He was interviewed bY' Commodore Simpson and 02. 

2. He cORtirmed our previous carrier intelligence information that 

there wre a number of camps on west coast of Honshu.. He stated his own S B 

Camp was one of largest, aId had 68S POW's. He stated that the tension in his 

camp had become acut., that he had maintained discipline with d1.tficultY', that 

the uncertaintY', and the continuance under Jap guards who had beaten and o~ 

pressed them, and the illness of a number of the men caused a serious situation, 

that he had received approval of the Jap Camp Commander to accompany a gQ&rd to 

Omori Camp in Toqo Bay, had called all his men together, told"them to sit tight, 

and that he wwl.d be back the afternoon of .3 September. He stated he had in-

dications that other oamps were in the same or worse situation and that Camp 

16 B at Kanose was hidden in mountains and bad bad no food drops and were in 

bad shape. Other camps 'WOuld run out of food that daTe He brouSlt a letter 

trom capt. Hewitt, Senior Officer POW ot 16 B, which had been sent to him via 

& Jap ard ~ch verified facts. He stated he needed someone to go back with 

him with a definite prog~ and authoritative directions to the Japs and to the 

POW' s, and that he considered evacuation by special train to be teasible. 
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FILE 

UNITED STATES ' PACIFIC FLEET 
THIRD FLEET 

8 september 1945. 

SUbject: Evacuation ot POW's trom Westem Honehu. 

-~--~--~~-~-----~--~-------------------

3. A dispatch _s immediately sent to C0a(3rdFlt requesting more 

tood drops and specifying camps (Com THIRD passed to CTF 38 and USASTAF and 

dropa came in on the 4th) • 

. 4. His int_ormation contimed CTG 30.6 previous estimate of situa-

tion. Com THIRD Fleet had previously recOllllllellded by dispatch to SOAP and Sth 

AI"IIJy that contact parties be sent in to these and other camps. No replJ' had 

been received and informal remarks by otficers of 8th AI'Jlf3' HQ had indicated 

that they did not consider it feasible to go that far beyond phase lines ldth-

out ~ occupation foroes. 

S. oro 30.6 told Major Fellows he would endeavor to arrange for 

his retum flight and 'WOUld send 02 with him and would request 8th A'f'Iq to 

send officer, and to send up stretchers, medical party, etc. Major Fellows 

was nearly exhausted and was put to bed on SAN JUAN overnight. Kajor Fellows 

was also invited to remain at Yokosuka and that other officers would go back 

in. He fiImly replied that he had. told the m.en he would be back and he wished 

to and would retum. 

6. CTG 30.6 sent a request to Cal. THIRD Fleet tor 2 TBM's and. 4 

VF for flight to take 4 passengers to Niigata indicating identity of passengers, 

and purpose ot trip. Com THIRD Fleet passed. the dispatch to CTG 31.6 for action. 

7. Early on the 3rd, llajor Fellows was taken to CanGen 8th A'f'fq 

HQ where he was interviewed, renewed his report to CTG 30.6 and 8th ArII13' HQ. 

agreed to send Major SUtter on flight al¥i to send stretchers, food, medical 

party, etc., and to prepare to receive POW's by truck at rail station it rail 
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FILE 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
THIRD FLEET 

8 September 1945. 

SUbject: Evacuation of POW's from. west em Honshu. 

------~---------------------------------

evacuation proved feasible. 

8. 02 and party rePorted to Yokosuka. air strip at l.l.45. The oper-

ations officer stated the trip would be ready at 1300 and that TB)( 84 would be 

flight Leader. 02 and Major Fellows embarked in TBM 84 and Major Sutter and 

J ap Sergeant in TBU: 88. 

9. Ae to the flight, the operations officer gave the pUots a course 

of 3300 to fly. Approximately one hour out 02 noted a change of course and ad-

verse weather ahead, and inquired of pUot on intercom as to course and plans. 

Pilot reported he was flying north seeking a way through, as his course was 

blocked by weather and conditions did not appear favorable. Pilot was advised 

that if he could not find clear way through in another 10 minutes, he should 

retum to base. Approximately 25 minutes later noting that courses had changed, 

but cwrse did not appear to be toward base, 02 inquired of pUot on intercom as 

to course and plan. PUct stated that the pUot in TBM 88 had taken over the 

lead, that they were flying 030 to avoid weather, that they were lost, did. not 

know course back to base, and that they now had bad weather to south of them. 

02 then gave his first direct order on the VHF. He verified with TBV 88 that 

he was lost and did not know course to base. Then he directed TBM 88 to fly 

2:fOO over the overcast until he could verify that he was over the Japan Sea; 

that he should then let dolOl under the overcast and return to the coast line 

for position, that he should not fly through any overcast at less than 9,000 

feet, as some peaks were that high in Honshu. Pilot obeyed orders, flew west 

over Japan Sea, let down through hole in overcast and returned to coast. From 
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FILE 

Subject: 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
THIRD FLEET 

S september 1945. 

Evacuation ot POW'IS from Western Honshu • 
.. - .. - .... - .... -.... - .. - .. - - - - .... - -- .. - .... ~ --. ....... - .. --
POW map 02 identitied coast as being approximately 100 miles north ot target 

&Ild directed pilot to fly south along coast line watching for target. Rain 

s~alls were encountered in the vicinity of target and target was overshot. 

Another Jap air field was sighted and pilots were ordered to land for positive 

location. Location was verifiedl planes took oft and flew direct to target 

and landed at Ntigata field. It was then 1640, weather was adverse, and margin 

of gasolinesatety in the TBM's was narrow for return flight. 02 verified this 

estimate ot uncertainty of reliable return flight with all pilots and then di­

rected that they remain overnight for safety. A double gIlarci of POW's trQlll 

nearby camp and a Japanese gIlard was established with at least one pilot al~s 

at the planes and then 02 proceeded to POW c&mp8. 

10. The situation was found. to be as reported. The POW's in each 
..fo YffI(!,td 

camp were ..... in the compound and given the detailed plan and told to stand. 

ste~ tor an orderly evacuation. The Japanese were ordered to tumish truck 

and bus transportation and drivers at once to the Camp Senior Officers of ~ 

7 camps and also to 02 for trips trom camp to camp. They were directed to 

arrange a SbiplJlEmt ot food from 5 B to 16 B, with a party ot one officer and 

3 men from the POW's at 5 B in charge, on a railroad. train up the branch line 

at 1 AM next morning and to return the escort party that attemoon. Eftorts 

were made with assistance ot radiomenl POW's, and Jap equipment to get 8. mes-, 

sage through that planes were remaining overnight. The Japanese were also di-

rected to transmit this message via their circuits for relay. 

-4-
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FILE 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
THIRD FLEET 

8 September 1945. 

SUbject: Evacuation of POW' a from Weatern Honshu. 

-----~-~~-------------------------------
11. A complete achedule for the prompt evacuation of all seven campa 

of 2,843 POW's via aeven special trains direct to Yokohama _a arranged. (Evac­

uation has since proceeded successfUllY). 

12. The 1I8atbBr _a adverse on the morning of the 4th. 02 conferred 

with tbB pilots on their estimate ot aituation and then directed that they remain 

at Ni1gata until situation claritied for sate retum flight, directed that one 

pilot and 4 POW' a maintain constant guard at planes and directed Japs to maintain 

double guard. 02 advised pilots he would promptJ.¥ report details of situation 

to Yokosuka air baae on hia arrival in Yokohama and would request Tokyo weather 

intor.mation be sent in to them with a navigation plane it necessar,y for certain 

flight. This message was sent to Yokosuka base on arrival 02 Tokyo Bay. All 

six pilots and planes returned without incident to Yokosuka. airtield at 1130, 6 

September atter receiving favorable weather report fran plane from base. The 

conduct and attitude of the pilots throughout W8.S of the highest order. 

13. A flash report followed by a seamailgram in detail _s made im-

mediately upon OZ's retum to Yokohama late at night on the 4th by rill. 

14. COJJGen Bth Army and SOAP on the basis of report of this trip, and 

because of additional reports of disorders and serious conditions in Kyushu and 

Southwestern Honshu camps, determined the necessity and feasibility of prompt 

contacts by air and rail to all oamp centera in Japan and dispatched officers 

and medical parties for this plrpose on the 5th and 6th of September. 

~. 
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FILE 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
THIRD FLEET 

6 September 1945. 

OWPUIl TO: 00 
01 
11 

Subjects Evacuation. 

1 . At conference on 5 ept r at GHQ, Grand lotel, 
attended by Gener 1 itc I Adj. en . of )'1 P, General Rice, Sth my 
S rgeon other 0 icers of SC P d ComGen 8th Army, a c lete 
plan of e cua tion of 11 PO's in J s presented by G-l and 
approved. 

2 . It is ir ctly base on C ander THIRD" Fl et'. dis-
patCh rec endations d on the procedure used by ComGen 8th , 
and C der THIRD Fl et, and it as so stated. 

:3. Gan r 1 itch tated th t the concept of aiting tor 
occup tion by troopa of ports an areas s out an that neral 
ac rthur had stated "Let's 0 as h rd d as f st a )"OU can. al 

Halas,. has s 0 the "8.1' • 

4. Specific 1.1'1 steps r being t en 
t U"Oughout Japan. 

(a) The Ja t is b ing r qui:-ed to install 
radios in all c ps reassuring d st ady-

broadcast including ne sc st are t.o be de . 

(b) FEAr is to fly in re so bly wenior ffic r<.> t.o all 
c ps as fa sible to ssura en and tain discipline . 

report of gun fire b t ean PO t S and guards at ot 
is b ing inv stigat d. 0 cpa rioted. 

(c) Jap r 1 is to be used to s 1 cted ports ot b3rkation 
t edical supervision and liaison of tic r Ul 

c or anization nt !ned tor journey, tilled out 
under Senior Officer in Charge . 

(d) n 11 is to be used screening ship at e ch 
point and t familiar TH Fleet scream 
be follo ad ith Al"IfJ7 record te and fora . API>'s) 
LSi's and AP 's to be used aa tempora17 billet. pend-
ing tlya 901' or surt" ce tr portation ot to 
non- oapital cases . 

-1 ... 



FILE 

Subject: 

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
THIRD FLEET 

6 Sept her 1945. 

PO ETaeuation. 
--~--------------------~-----------

5. The ports of evacuation are to be: ~ 

agasaki 

Wacanaura 

Senciai 

Rokadate 

Iokoh 

Hamamatsu 

- 18 camps" 10 .. 000 PO's. 

- 32 cps .. t ,259 pa. I s . Assistance ot Com-
mander FIFTH Fleet wi1 be requested on these. 

PO. f s . ssistanc of Calk­
Fleet will be requested on th see 

5 camps, 1,605 PO. IS . Assistanc of Com­
mander North Pacific ill be requested on these. 

- 21 camps.. 6 .. 350 's . 
Continued a9sistrulce of 
will be re uasted. 

(Over ~ completed) . 
ommander THIRD Fleet 

- 11 cps.. 3,340 PO I S . (OVer 4fJfo c plated) . 
Continued assistance of C der THIRD Fleet 

be !' q:lested. 

6. The Sendal operation 18 the only rema.in.in:g responsibility-
of consequence as all other ' e s in Co nder Til Fleet.' s area will 
be evacuated as a tter of' course by operations no underway. 

H.R. S. 



l 
Buiteb ~tnteg ~nrifir lJrteet 
3Jflagsqip of tq~ C!tommanb~r itqirb 3Ji~~t 

In the name of the President of the United States, 
the Commander THIRD ne~t, United States Pacific neet, 
takes pleasure in presenting the BRONZE STAR MEDAL to 

COMMA£.jDER HAROLD EDWARD STASSEN 
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE 

for service as set forth in the following 

CTIATION: 

"For meritorious service in connection with operations 
against the enemy while serving on the Staff of Commander 
THIRD Fleet in July, August, and September 1945. He was 
designated to formulate evacuation plans for Allied pris­
onders of war interned in Japan, and while on temporary 
additional duty with Commander Task Group THIRTY POINT SIX 
he contributed materially in liberating hundreds of United 
States military personnel prior to the formal surrender of 
Japan. He -personally led rescue parties into inland camps 
in the Tokyo area and in Northern Honshu and freed the 
prisoners from their Jap captors and from conditions of 
death, disease and starvation. His fearlessness in the 
presence of the enemy, superb leadership, and consummate 
skill in the handling of dangerous situations undoubtedly 
saved the lives of many of these prisoners who were serious­
ly ill, undernourished and suffering from Japanese brutality. 
Without regard to threats or obstacles which were placed in 
his path, he carried out his part of this successful evacua­
tion operation days ahead of schedule and at a time when 
Japan was still armed. On 29 August the first sizeable 
group of prisoners were rescued and the operations continued 
until every known officer and man was safely aboard one of 
the Allied ships. His cool and determined accomplishment of 
this momentous and unique task, and his courage, sound judg­
ment and expert counsel were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service. 1f 

Temporary citation. 

w. F. HALSEY, 
Admiral, U. S. Navy. 



~ ... reply "iddreu not the l ilner of thil 
letter, but Bureau of Naval PerlooDeI, 
NaY)' Department, WalhinltoD 25, O. C. 

Refer to No. 

• Pera-10 I T-mfh 
114875 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

10 December 1946 

• To: Captain Harold E. stassen, USNR, 
744 s tewart Lane, 
South St. Paul, · nnesot a. 

Subjectz Permanent Citation - Legion of Merit. 

1. The Chief of Naval Personnel takes pleasure in forwarding 
herewith the permanent citation for the subject decoration which 
was prev1oua~ awarded to you on a temporary citation. 

2.. The records ot the Bureau indicate that you have received 
the decoration -tor this award. 

B.1 direction of Chiet ot Naval Personnel: 

Enel: 
1. PermneDt Citation. C 

I 
1 

1 
(,1 

706 
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December 26, 1946 

aO;~Qre.bleJ'ames Forrestal 
Seere.tary.of the Na vy 
Wash:ngtan , D.C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. .~ 

I dee-ply. apprec~ate redt~pt . of the ' 
Perrnanen·t Citatl0n - Leglon of Merit, 
as :rorwarded to me on December lOth. · 

Sincerel.y, 

RES vc ' 

./ 
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