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ADDRESS REP!.. Y TO 
. ' EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

• 

AND REFER TO NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

rs. Jason e Quist 
1812 Firat Avenue, South 
Minneapolis. 1nnesota 

Dear ra e Quist: 

November 10. 1945 

This ill aoknawled your letter or 
September 10, in whioh you inquire about the 
release of your husband. Captain Jason Quist. 
I regret that it as not possible for me to 
reply before no e· 

I am very pleased to learn from the ar 
partment that Captain Quist has been liberated, 

and regret the additional information that it has 
been necessary for him to enter a hospital for 
treatment. I trust t hat this period of hospital­
ization is briet and that he 1s with you now or 
will be in the very near future. 

Very truly yours, 

Harold E. Stassen 



" 

Commander Harold Stassen 
c/o Fleet Postoffice • 
San Francisoo, California 

Dear Comm. Stassen: 

1812 First Avenue, South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
September 10, 1945 

There are several of us here in the Twin City area who have 
either husbands or sons held as prisoners of the Japanese on 
the Island of Shikoku. 

It has been a long time since the surrender of Japan and from 
all news reports it will be some sixty days more before many 
of the boys will be released. It is hard for us sitting back 
here to realize that it will take so long when this work was 
accomplished so quickly in Europe. 

The reason I am writing you is, that I know how deeply con­
cerned you are in securing the swiftest possible release for 
all the boys who are held there. It certainly feels good to 
have one good friend at "court" that you can count on. 

The part that is most distressing is that landings have been 
scheduled for everyone of the four Jap Islands with the ex­
ception of Shikoku. I oannot understand this When Kyushu is 
so much further south. Why should MacArthur ohoose to by-pass 
this partioular point? 

My husband, Captain Jason Noble Quist, 0 368 437, has been held 
by the Japs since the fall of Bataan and he has been at zentsuji 
on Shikoku since November 1942. 

Has there been any indications that this camp was moved to Hiro­
shimo sometime in 1945? I have a horrible fear that this has 
happened. 

I really want to know the truth, Comm. stassen. It has been pretty 
hard trying to keep going when so ~ittle information oames through. 
Please do what you can to secure any information regarding my hus­
band and why Shikoku is not listed for invasion. I realize that 
you are with the Navy and may not know the Army plans but, l'IIhatever 
you can unearth ,vill be appreciated. 

Yours very truly. 

Lorentina B. 
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I ADDRESS RIIPL Y TO 
EXECunVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

• 

AND REFER TO NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D. c. 

• H. L. Vest 
2318 Grand Avenue, So. 

nneapolls 5, nnesota 

Dear ra. Vest: 

November 10, 1945 

This 111 acknowledge your letter ot 
September II, in which you i nquire about the 
release ot your son, 1st Lieutenant Lee Herbert 
Vest. I regret that 1t was not possible tor me 
to reply before now. 

I am very pleased to learn from the ar 
Department that your son has been liberated and 
is probably now with you. I as also inf'onned 
that Captain Alfred Breher was to arrive in San 
Franc1sco on October 18, and that Captain Jason 
Quist has been liberated and is now hosp1talized. 

Very truly yours 

Harold E. Stassen 
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Comm. Harold Stassen, USNR 
3rd Fleet, c/o Fleet Post office, 
San Francisco, California. 

Deer Mr . Stassen, 

MINNEAPO~I~ 5 , ~I~N . 

Sept • .1..1., .l1l45 

Naturally we don't expect you to recall Mr. Vest and 
son, 1st Lt. Lee Herbert Vest (graduated at 21, Engineer U. of Minn . 
June 1~40 Class) when they ate dinner with you at Univer*tty. 

e are most anxious to know why the Zentsuji Camp, 
Shikoku, Japan has not figured in the news since the surrender and 
more than anxious to know where are son is, also Capt. Alfred Dreher 
(St.Paul), Capt. Jason uist (Mpls.) along with their friends in this 
Camp, hed been transferred from Shinagawa, Tokyo-- Vest end Dreher 
were originally at Clark Field,Ft.Stotsenberg in 1941 (Quist,Manila) 
, later at Del Monte and Valencia, Mindanao at the Philippines Fall 
May 6, 1942--than missing-located in Tokyo. 

month has passed since the Surrender, and while we 
know there are over 100 P .O. W. Camps in Japan, have no word of Zentsu­
ji being rescued-- these boys have been prisoners now about 3 1/2 years 
--very l~ng time indeed, while some of those closer to Tokyo not nearly 
half that time we understand. Anything you can do to be of Service to 
rescue theae boys and their companions will be most appreciated. 

Thanking you in advance 
Sinc4rely, r.&Mrs. H.L.~st~Rd~rginia . 

~U. 71':-;?f~ ~j/~ 



ADDRESS RI!PL Y TO 
EXECUnVI: OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

• 

AND REFER TO NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D . C. 

• Gordon Peattie 
Osborne Hill Road 
Flshkl1l~ New York 

Dear r. Peattle: 

November 10, 1945 

This 111 acknowledge your letter ot 
August 31, in which au. inquire whether any 
additional information has been received con­
cerning your brother, Lieutenant Francis G. 
Peattie. I regret that it as not possible 
or me to reply before no • 

I am very sorry indeed to have to tell 
you that no further information has as yet come 
to light regarding your brother. The ar Depart­
ment informs me that he is still carried 1n . 
their records as missing in ction. 

Very trul yours, 

Harold E. Stassen 
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ADDRESS REPL. Y T O 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

AND REFER TO NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D . c . 

rs.. EdWina S.. Ely 
348 West Outer Drive 
Oak Ridge, Tennes ee 

ar s. Ely: 

November 10, 1945 

This will acknowledg your letter of 
October 4, in ch you inquire hether any 
additlonal information has been received con­
cerning your son, illl au ch. I regret 
thnt it as not possible for to reply before 
no .. 

I am very sorry indeed to have to tell 
you that no further infonnation has -as yet oome 
to light concerning your son or other possible 
survivors from hi ship. He i still bing 
carr! d a m1 s1ng because of the possIbI11ty 
of his urvlval. The Navy Depart ent is soon 
to ma 8 a final determination of his statuB_ and 
you will be notIfied at that time. 

Very truly yours, 

Harold E. at sen 
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I 
ADDRESS REP!.. Y TO 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

AND REFER TO NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

iss Geraldine Cooler 
3546 North L dale Str et 
inneapolis 12, ltl..nnesot 

ar ss Cooler: 

ovember 10, 1945 

Th ac mo 1 dge your letter of 
ctober 2, g ding your broth r, Serge tEd 

Cooler. I regret that it not possible 
to reply b fore no • 

I am very orry indeed to have to tell you 
that I do not 1m the id ntity of the man in the 
picture you enclose. It 1s pioture of pr1soners 
at K asa 1, ne r To 0, t en on August 30, and I 
believe s c lIed Ka akl unsho C o. 2, or 

isson 111 Camp #2. 

The ar partm nt infonns me that your 
brother Is carried n their records as presumed dead 
as of October 26, 1944. 

Ve truly yours, 

Harold E. staas n 
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STASSEN GREETS LIBERATED PRISONER&-Comm. Harold E. Stassen, former gover­
nor ~f Minnesota and now on the staff of Adnl. Halsey, shakes hands with joyful Allied 
prisoners of war wKo were rescued by United States navy ' mercy squadron Aug. 29 and 30 
from ,camp,s in the Tokyo area. The men seem overcome as they await'. transportation t o a 

n· naval hospital ship in Tokyo haI:bor. . . ' 

...... 



, 
ADDRESS REP!.. Y TO 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

AND REFER TO 

• 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

November 11, 1945 

Dear \ alter: 

Viill you add this inquiry regardIng 
Lieutenant Muellerle11e to the taaks that 
you undoubtedly have. and find out hIs status 
and hopes of return and let hi father kno • 

Congress an f; 1 tar H. Judd 
House Office BuIldIng 

ashlngton, D.C. 

Sincere regards, 

Harold E. Stassen 



ADDRESS REP!.. Y TO 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

AND REFER TO 

To: 

Subject: 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 25, D. c. 

11 ov ber 1945. 

Co ander alter • Finke, US R 

Ensign John ll11am E1llott, USNR (Deceased). 

1. I do not have any 1nfonnation regarding sub-
ject officer. I presum the r quest of his father as 
in the hopes that we had acquired some infozmatlon during 
the evacuation of prisoners of ar, but 'Ie did not 
acquire any such info tion that is not reflected in 
the o1'fio181 reoords. 

Harold E. Stassen. 
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