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Mr . President, Ladies a' ld Gentlemen : 

I am happy to have another opportunity to speak ,to members of The 

with you in person. 

I recall with great pleasure and staisfaction the me -ting on hay 14th, 

last year, when I spoke to the U~ited States Associates ofyQur organization 

in New York City. 

j,t that time I expressed the opinion that businessmen, as businessmen, 

had everything to gain from the suc'CE<SS of the United Nations in achieving 

its objectives~ 

The argument which I useS. was plain and simple: The United Nations 

seeks to q;uarantee permanent peace. Business, whether it be on a local, na-

tional, or international scale, requires peace and stability. It is also 

one of the s'pecific purposes of the United Nc;ttions to advance the economic 

well-being of people everywhere . This purpose, too, is clearly a matter of 

vital interest to the business communities of tbe world. 

I have been greatly impressed by the manner in which businessmen them-

selves have accepted this line of thinking. My own observation has been 

that businessmen regard the United Nations as a practical proposition. They 

have shown that they beli~ve inthe United Nations, and that they regard the 

United Nations as an organization which can ensure tha world-wide political 

and economic stability which is essential to the expansion of trade, 

They have shown a desire to cooperate with the various organs 
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of the United Nations in giving practicAL ;effect to our concrete program for the 

improvement of economic as well as POlitical conditions throughout the world. 

In the United states, where busines~~en are commonly considered to be 

very practical about things, we have receiv~d the full-hearted support of many 

leaders in many different spheres of business. 

In Europe, too, I have found' a great measure of understanding among the 

leaders of business. 

It was in the belief that busine'ssmen could play a valuable part in world 

economic progress, that the 3conomic and Social Council, on October 1st, 194~, 

~ranted cohsultative status to the International Chamber of Corrunerce. 

I have noticed with pleasure that the International Chamber of ~ommerce 

has been quick to take advanta~e of its new consultative position by presenting 

us with most helpful statements of its point ot view on a number of important 

economic questions. I have every confidence that you will wish to continue to 

strengthen the United Nations with your counsel and with your' whole-hearted 

support. 
, , 

I do not have time tcday to present a full analysis of the political and 

economic situation, as I see it. However, I would like to say a few, things 

by \vay ~f encouragement and also of warning. 

First of all I must say that the political situation is not as pleasant 

as we would like to see it. Neither is it as bad as some p~ple feared that 

it would be at this time. 

• Obviously we a,re ' still living and working in a period of post-war distur-
" , 

bance, politically, economically and socially. 
, , ' 

Despite many efforts it has remained impossible for the Great Powers 

to come to full agreement on t he major ,Peace treaties. j , S long as such agree-

ment is not reached the whole tone of the Internatio~~l situation will remain 

disturbed. The gigantic task of post~war reconstruction will ?e impeded; so 

will the even greater task of correcting the chronic economic and social 

troubles which continue to beset mankind. 

As I have said so many times before, the full functioning of the United 

Netions as conceived inthe 'San Francisco Charter must wait upon the conclusion 

of the Peace. 
(MORE) 
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He recognize that this Peace is very diffic'urt ; to~hieve, ' and we 1;" 

wou1d rdher wait for 8. reasori~bie:'~nd ' dUra~i~' ::p~tic~ ' ~'t:r1an 'b~ ' giveri a hasty 

But we must insist, and the peoples of the world'Will certainly insist, 

that t he Powers shall ' continue to seek agreem~nt withtUifla,g,ging determin-

ation. The hope of ' el~re8ment must never b3 lost. 

I r e j ect completely t he view that ' another l arge":'scale war is ' possible 

in the -- forseeable future . 'I ' am certain that the peoples of the world would 
,j ~ 

not allow such a cat ast~6phe ' to ' oGc,.lr;., Ther e a.r e , it is 'true) difflculties "': 
I -: _,' 

2nd frictions bet\~~cn - g~-irern;nents. ' It would be surprisihgif there ' w~r'e " no ' 

s~~h :di~:e;g~~ici~s " ~f ':vre\oi~ ':B~ttilave" n6 doubt that on thB ' cruci~l q~e sti.ori ·'" 
, . ,:-:"; ;.. " ... ,:: , ... ' . ' \ " . 
of peace or w,:;.r there is no differ ence ofvi'ew ' ~h~ts6ever ' amongst the :Member : 

,;r .. : . :, (:."~ .. :'" .;.~' ';-,:1""" '~'.;..~_: " t ',': • 

Gov6mmentsof the Uriited' N"tions; ' 
: .• r ,., ..... 

No , it is not the danger of an outri~ht conflict which disturbs me 

most today. 
; Jr. 
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The greatest danger - and it is a living} fearful danger for countless 

millions of people - is the d~"1.ger of continued eco~oill!c and social die:o:r.gaJ.lization 

and 9rogrees1ve misery for the mBDS0S of mankind. 

We must endeavor to promote political understanding among the nations 

and a conclusive peace. 

But while that Peace is being worked out, steadily and constantly, we 

must do everything vTithin our power to get ahoe.d with economic reconstruction 'a.."ld 

'the expansion of production and trade. 

For soroe tiae to come it vlill be nece!1sary for ths nations which can 

do so to help other nations which are in distress. This relief must be given 

generously, in e\rery sense of the word. It must be given in the knowledge that 

the good of the world, and the good of every nation and every comm~~ity in the 

world, cannot tolerate the collapse of other nations and other communities into 

economic chaos and misery. And, above, all, this relief must be g~ven in good 

time. 

International economic cooperation 1s also badly needed in many other 

fields at the present time. Let me instance the need for the reconstruction of 

the economics of the war devastated areas, and for the hastening of the economic 

development of backward countries. It is possible that nations which are faced 

with problems of economic reconstruction or development will, if necessary, find 

their own individual solutions to these problems without help from others. But 

there is no dou1t, equally, that such a process must take an· unnecessarily long 

period of time and might err.bi tter international economic relations. It has been 

said that fascism anYVlhere means the danger of war everywhere. It might equally 

well be said that poverty anJrwhere means the danger of economic crises everywhere. 

In these days of economic interdependence, every country ~~S the strongest possibl~ 

stake in the prosperity of every other country. 

In speaking to the International Chamber of Commerce, I need hardly 

dwell on the advantages to be gained by the business commllnities of advanced 

industrial countries in lending aid to backward and devastated areas. The pro-

ductive power of many cO~"1.t~es has grorm enol1ffiously in tbe past decade, but we 

may well ask ourselves whether the world IS markets have gro',m in step. Impoverishe' 

peoples are bad buyers. The expansion of ihternational investment J under appropria­
ap1='r?_pria te 
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political safeguards, can' bring great benefits to all. 
. .. . 

On the one hand, the borrowing co~~tries will be enabled to raise their 

productive capacities, and hence ths sta..'1.o,<.ord of living of their peoples. At the 

same time, the lending countries will profit from the new and greater markets 

which their investments wE1 genera.te. 

It is sometimes argL~ed t~at the United Nations is not as yet equipped 

to take practical steps in the sollAtion of intern.atio,Llal economic problsm'. I 

cannot agree. 

One of the first te8ks of the United Natior~, for example, has been to 

prepare for the establishment: of e,n in'ternatio::ul orgF..-.. !.ization ccncerned ,dth 

trade and employnent. Prepa!'a.tory ,~eet1.ng!3 hr.ve already taken place in London and 

New York. And now in Ceneva, as you know, an unprecedented series of negotiations 

are in progress, aimed at freeing t::'e cha.."L"'lels of international trade. Pro bleI!l.S 

of international trade, however, ccnnot be isolated from those of full e~ploJ~ent 

and, economic development, and it is in reco~liti6n of this important fact that 

the preparatory meetings, to Which I have referred, have occupied themselves with 

questions of employment and development as well as with those of trade. 

It is hoped that thes'e preiimina.ry meetings "Till lead the way , to a 

great conference, which will take place in due course, and which w~ll establish 

an International Trade Organization. Tr.is body will take its place amongst the 

other Specialized AgenCies, 'which, to'gether with the Economic and Social Council 

and its CommiSSiOns, will complete the structure of international organizations 

working for economic progress. It is within the power of Member Governments, if 

they so choose, to make of this grect st!'ucture the most powerful, versatile and 

flexible internutional economic machinery that the world ha~ ever seen. 

It will be asked: "How could this international lll3.chinery be employed?" 

I should like to answer by drawi~B your attention to two of the mal~ organs of 

the United Nations which will be of particular interest to you on this occasion. 

The fair city of Geneva, not many miles from wh0!'o you are now meeting, 

has recently seen the inaugural eesoion of the Economic Co!~tssion for Europe, 

established by the Economic and Social Council on 28 March 1947. 

One of the most importa.'"1t of the dut::'es of the E~o~omic Commission for 

Europe as defined by the Cou:'1cil, is to: 

, More 
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"initiate and parti.cipa'tie in measures rot- facilitating concert!3d action 

for the economic recons.truction of Europe, for rai :31ng the level of 

European economic acti.vi ty, an4 for mainta1ning ~ strengthening the 

economic relations of the European countr1es both among themselves an<l 

with other countries of the world." 

A similar Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East will shortly 

be holding its first session at Shanghai. 

In my opinion, these CommisSiOns, within their terms of roference, can 

render Sreat service to the .world, provided that there exists amongst all nations 

the ·will to use international machinery for the solution of economic problems, 

as prescribed in the Preamble to the United Nations Charter. 
we 

I must repeat that these, and any other measures which/can take, will 

depend for co~plete success upon the ability of the Powers to settle the major 

differences which now exist in the political field. 

We look forward to the day when we can proceed with our work unhampered 

by these strong, delaying forces. I ask you tq recognize the difficulties, to do 

your best to help in eliminating them, and to maintain your loyal support of the 

United Nations in its efforts to overcome them. 

# #11 # /1 # 
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The following 1s an advance text of 
a speech to be given by the Secretary-General, 

Mr. Trygve Lie, before the Winnipog United Nations 
SOCiety, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Wednesday, 11 June 1947 

It must be regarded as 
confidential and not published or 

quoted from before delivery which will bo 
aU.J2.roximately 9 .0Q PM, Winnipeg Ume. 

Mr. Chairman: Ladies end Gentlemen: 

Tonight I am r8alizing an old ambition . 

Although I have visited Cancda on severnl occasions, this is the first 
, 

time I have been t o this part of ,Canada and it is the first opportunity I have had, 

as Secretary General of the United Notions, to talk about tho Unit.ed Natinns to a 

gather.ing of Canada citizens. 

It is an inspiring eA~erience f or me to find so many of you, here in 

the heart of this vast oountry, so deeply interested in what the United Na~ions 

is doing. 

Oile of the fine things aoout being Secretary Gen0ral of the United Nations 

is that I am entitled to feel at home wherever I go . This is my privilege because, 

as Secretary GGnoral,~ am tho s ervant of all of the nations'which bel ong t o the 

organization . 

I feel especially at heme tonight: not only because of your kind reception 

but becauso I have come to know this couIltry s o well through tho War end thr.)ugh 

the many ropros entatives of Canada whom I have had the good fortune to meet ~ut8ide 

your bordors. 

As a member of the Norwegian Government during the War I had meny 

opportunities t o appreciate the contributions which 'Ccnada made to our common 

victory. 

Many of my young countrymen enjoyod Canadian hospitnlity while they were 

training for the Norwegian air ferce at Little Norway. 

MORE 
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Norwegian ships called at your ports throughout tke war and our seamen, who 

fought the battle of the Atlantic from start to finish, found comfort and friendship 

hero. 

From the early days of the war I mot many of your fig.."1ting men in Great 

Bri tain. 

As a membor of the fighting United NatiDns CRnqda proved t o be a brave 

and generous ;Jartner. The distance which s eparated t his country from the cent ers of 

the conflict was never usod as an excuse to prevent you from giving up t o the 

limit of your energy, your wealth and your blood . We 'Fero proud of Canada as a 

fighting ally . 

I am happy to be able to say the same of Canada and the Poace . 

From the beginning of our efforts to f orm tho United Nations tho Govorn-

ment of C&~ada and CanaGian citizens have played an eager and onorgetic part in our 

work. Even during the l ast month ono of your outstanding citizens, Mr. Lester 

Poarson, has mado a groat contribution of skill an1 lli~derstnnding in a special 

meeting of t~o Unitod' Nations Genoral Assembly , devoted t o the Palestine question. 

The generosity of Canada as a fighting nation has boen duplica t ed by 

Canada during t ho difficult early days of the Peaco . You have given, time and again, 

t o r elieve tho suffering and mis ery of Europe . Such contributions t o the well-being 

of your f ell ow men will not be f orgott en . 

This community, which acts as tho nerve center of one of the greatest 

wheat producing areas in the whol e ,vorld, has hed the honor to playa vi tal part 

in this magnificent effort. 

So tonight, when I spenk to you about tho United Nations, I f oel that I 

am among fri ends and allies, who know what war means in t erms of sacrifico, and who 

ar e fully prepared to make the sacrifices which we must all make if we ar e to ,have,-

a decent peace . 

The fact tha t many of you in this connnunity como , originally, from 

countries which havo boen devastated by the War , gives en added touch of r ealism 

t o anything that I ~BY say . 

I am sure tha t this audience does not expect mo t o make any excus es for 

what tho United Nati ons has done or has not dono. I cortainly do not o~~oc~ t o 

was t e your time by gloss~ng ovor any of O'l r difficultios . 

! 

\ 



.. .. 
LIE - 3 - Press Release PM/396 

6 June 1947 

" vJhat I do want to do ton:i,ght is to explain to you what our diffic~ ties have 

been and the problems which are going to confront us in the future and to show 
, 

you, if I can, how you, in this community and in this country ~an help to rr~ke 

sure trlat the United Nations will be a success. 

The first thing to be borne in mind, in judging the work of the United Nations 

until this time, is that we are still living iQ the aftermath of the war. 

The major peace treaties have not yet been signed . ¥~ny of the most basic 

questions regarding those treaties are still outstanding. The Great Powers are 

responsible for making those treaties and the negotiations which they have con-

ducted so far make it clear that' very important differences still exist. 

As long as these differences exist between the Great Powers we must expect' 

two consequences . 

First, we must expect these differences to be r eflected in the deliberations 

of the United Nations organs ; such as the r~neral Assembly, the Security Council 

and the Economic and Social Cnuncil. The result is an atmosphere of disagreement 

which is bound to confuse and to discourage the public', mind. 

In the second place, this lack of agreement is bound to delay and complicate 

the work of r econstruction. We know, only too well, how these differences have 

hampered the r evival 9f Europe and what widespread misery has resulted. 

In this situation it seet1S to r.'le that our attitude nust be the fol101!fing: 

First of all vie must be realistic but not pess:i.J11istic. 

iTe lmmv--or vie should know - th.J.t no cruntry in t his world is able to con-

tenplate anothe r general \V.J.r . The aggressors of the Second lJorld Har have been . . 

laid in ruin; for the Doment a re-birth of niJitarisL1 in those countries has snall, 

jf any, hope . 

The -~~t'0r~t t heT.1seJ,ves, are faced \'lith enornous problens of reconstruction 

and reconversion. Ikk~y of them find it difficult to cope with the sinple problen 

of keeping their people supplied vri th food and clothing. Their leaders are 

deeply pre-occupied Hith economic and socia1 probleD.8 greater than their countries 

have faced at any other tir.le in recent history. Even the most fortunate of the 

victorious countries are busily engaged in paying for t he Lost costly war of all 

time. 

MORE 
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I ask you to believe t:1at no. :ces~'onsi01e ~overnnont in this "[orld seriously 

believes tm t anyt~in; c an be gaine d by a ne," war. 

I do not need to tell you th..:.t the people themselves shudder at the very 

thou&~t of anot~1er conflict. It is not. only a question of their hating lJar; 

they ",muld not eyen stQnd for cmother .. rar. 

For this reason alone \'10 can look forvw.rd to a period during uhich HQr, in 

tl-:.e clQssico.l sense, is so inprobable th,'1 t it is practico.llY"JIlthi!L\(able . And for 

this re3.S011, too, it T,Vould be non-sensic::tl for us to .. :aste our tin~ and our 

energy th~:1king nnd talking about anoi:.her war in t~le peY'::'od im",1edhtoly aheo.d of 

us, 

The rT.tter lms put fr2l1::::ly Qnd clearly by the i:onorabl.e J X:les F. Byrnes, . 

f or l:ler Unit ed States Secret:-cry of State, :L'1. 0. recent speech . 

The peopJe of t he ~;o;rld , 1':::". B;yrnes said, "Qro disturbed, beco.us e both in 

the .3oviet Union t~.nd in t:1e United stQtes th ere is too rmch talk about ".Tc~r :;nd 

too litt.le tQlk Qbout ~)OQco . 'lhe people of the .:ioviet Union' do not vrant ~[.::lr . 

The peoplc of t ho United States do not vmnt ::Qr." 

So as the old disputos continue and fresh ones arise , let us rego.rd thGr:1 

cooly Qna i'Tith pcrspoctive and vlithout losinc; our bQlancG • 

.. t t he s ,"I.~e timo lrro rny,- and He nust , insi st upon one tbin.s; . 

T.le Imovl thQ -c. it ~.s rlif:ficult to r:'ake the peace . E'n.n.y ir"portant issues and 

rony inpcrtQnt 11atiol1al interests o.re invc:lvod . ire h.J.vc been ~J.J.ti(mt becQuso we 

h~vo not w.J.nted the po."lcrs to conclude a hnsty PeQce .1Jhich vmuld not bo durQblo . 

But vIe. r.1Ust insist th::t the FOHoY's shall cont inuo to s eo:{ agreoTIont and 

s11Qll nover stop seoking a~reen:e',t) in t ho spirit of ngreemnt, until n.grecJ;',ert 

is found . 

So nuch in re gn.rd to the onc grl3at difficulty llhich Ius hn.ndicQPr,:ed t he p ro-

ccedings of thc Unit cd NQtions durin; tiiO tHO yon.rs f ollo ling the signint; of the 

.3c:.n 1rn.ncisco Chc.rtcr . 

KORG 
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Uhat I have said on this subject :oust not be taken as .::1.11 exCUSe or aG re-

cril:linn-::,ion but SiI'l)ly C'..S an e;;:planation . 

EOH I 1l0uld like to say s onethi.ng on the brighter side .• . 

Pe.:::.ce Trcc:.ties. or no Peace Treaties the Unit ed Nations has already developed 

into a goi.n.,:; ins titut:Lon . 

The organization bas 55 nenbero i:J.cludin,s the Gred PmlOrs of the \'lOrl d . 

;"11 of thesc rler:.ibor8 enploy the Unit ed Nations as a place uher8 they can dis cus s 

their differei':c es freely in public forun . It is t ho first tine in the history 

of tIle '\Jorld tInt all 0; the Gre.t I'G1tfOrS hav" joined with the snaller nat ions i n 

an orGanization of this kind . 

Loss t }lan tl:0 yeo.rs froE1 the s idling of· the Chc.rter in Scm Francisco the 

1'[1101e orgar:ization outlined by the Charter h.:l,s beon creC'..ted. 

The Secret.C'..riat of tl~e Un2.t cd lTations is ful::'y ,nn...'1ned . The Gener .:-.l ASSGDbly 

has net t hree tines , includin; tho special session held last nonth in Heu Yorl-: . 

'rhe Security C.)uncil has [Jet at regular intervals - o.t least once every Iort- night 

dmring the last 16 nonths . The highly inportant ,;:;conomic and Social Council has 

ho.d four full sessions and vJill meet again next ::-.lOnth . ThG Trust~eship Council, 

.!hich ITG.S the las t nain organ to be established, recently held its first sessi on 

and organized itself for future operJ.tions . 

Hai1Y dEferent problems and situations have cone before these bodies and 

decisions of grec~t :t.lportance have been taken . iiost iT.lportant of all, those 

organs 0': the United nations have developed nethods of procedure and oper,:.tion 

;/hich Kill sta.'1d then in good stead during the decades to corn . 

This young. offspring of the 'Jar has learned to 1tf.::tlk and to talk o.nd to 

think . It is grmrinG up . 

,'.t tines tIl e Unit ed Ibtions has had t o . consider probler.:s whic h sone people 

may have felt should not proprr ly be inposed upon a lW1t1 organization. Sone of 

these problens hoW!; boen connected with the Peace Treaties ther.lsolves .:l.nd other s , 

it fllight be argued, could best be settled by direct consult.:l.t i on and arbitration 

beb-reen the c 01Jntri es concerned o Yet tho Unit ed nations has taken thon as they 
• 

l-.o.ve c ome , has dono its best to sol ve them, and on rrany occasions has net wit h 

success . 

MOm:; 
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In the first place the Economic and Social Council has eleven COIDissicns 

and th~ee sub-corrunissions, which act as working teams. In the second place it 

wClrks in harmcny with a large number of specialized agencies. WorkiIlg 

agreements have already been made with the Food and Agricultural Organization, 

with the International Labor Organization, the International Civil Aviation 

Orbanizn:6 i on and UNESCO. Aisreements are now being negotiated with no l ess 

than six other Specialized Agencies, which, as the name indicates, cover 

special fields o 

One of the difficulties of the United Nations has been t o impress the 

~~ortance of this type of work on the minds of the general public. 

There is nothing ·very glamorous about most of it; just as there is 

nothing very glamor ous about a l.oaf of bread. 

Somehow or other we have got t o drive into peoples1heads the realization 

that the eccnomic and social work of the United Nations is the finest and 

the most truly interesting thing about the organizationo 

This is where you men and women, living here on the prairies of Canada, 

can do a vital service t o the United Nations and t o the world o 

Repeat t o yourselves, and t o y ur neighbcrs, day in and day out that 

we are now engc.ged in the greatest and the most glorious war of all time -

A World War against misery. 

Any victories that we can gain in this war will save lives , instead of 

costing lives. They will destroy misery, instead of creating it. By 

contributing t o human welfare in the l ess f ortunate lands we will be worthy 

of our own good f ortune , and in the l ong run we will improve our own 

well-b,eing, material as well as moral. 

In the tiny world in which we live t oday it is evident, beyond all douut., 

that the welfar e of one nation must contribute t o the welfare lof all llations. 

It is even more clearly evident that distress and misery .in one nation or in 

one part of the world quickly infect other nations and other sections of the 

worla. 

Even though the bitter experience of the past and wise stat esmenship 

may prevent such distress and misery from leading t o actual war, they are 

b 01.i"l d t o l ead t o social unrest and ciistl1.l"uance. Such things do not know 

any geographical houdaries. 
MORE. 
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I have said that it is t.h~ (iuty of tne Economic and ' Social Counc1l 

to make studies and recommendations regarding economic and social matters. 

The fact reIll8ins that it 1s up to the memb€1r nati )ns themseives .. I in 

other words the governments - to decide what~os1tive action shall be taken in 

any field. I ask you to rememberthls when the question arises of whether or 

not the United Nations haa succeed8d or failed to live up to expectations. 

Some uneasineEs has been caused in the recent past by the feeling 

that the United Nati: ons is not jerforming all of the functions which it can 

pro~erly be expected to perform or that certain measures taken by individual 

members of the United Natj ons have intruded upon its sphere of activity. 

I shall only say th,is in regard t o what the United Nations is now 

4Qing and what it can be expected to uo at any time, under the terms of the 

San Francisco Charter. 

The United Nations is an organization of 55 sovereign states. What 

tho United Nations does in an' y field is detormined by those nations. They 

tako all important decisions rogaro.lng the acti vi ties of the United Nations or-

gnnization ond they aro coIled upon t o financo those ae: tivitles. The Secret~y 

Gonor al of the United Nations and thG Secrotariat of tho Unitod Nations arc simply 

tho instrumonts by which tho decisions of tho General Assembly, or tho Councils, 

are put into affect. 

I f oel that it is only f air t o say in this connoction that the Socre-

t ariat of tho United Nations has novor failod t o put into offect any ordors 

issuod t o it. 

It must also be borne in mind that tho financial r osources of tho 

55 mcmbc·r notions diffor groatly. Cons oq,uontly thoir financial -Jbl!gatione tv 

tho Unitod Noti2ns also differ and tho contributions which aro oxpocted of thom 

i~ connection with any groat and costly schome which the United Notions ~y con-

/ sidor or o also unoq,uol. 

This meona that tho cons ont of cortcin powors is nocossary in dotor-

mining tha t any p;Lnn calling for hoavy o~pcndi turo shnl l '!:l0 undortukon by tho 

United Nations as an orgDniz~tion . 
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It if' a matter of judgement for the powers concerned whether or not the 

United Nations shall do the job. If the assignment is given to the United 

Nat:.ons then it is t'.p to the United Nations to ca:rry it out in n. satisfactory 

manner. I do not knovr of any such assignment which has bem given to the United 

Nations which has not been carried out properly. 

In the long run it is up to the people themselves to determine what shall 

happen. An enlightened and sensible people, with wide vision, will inspire the 

government of its country to take active ~nd progressive action in the councils 

of the United Nations and ' the specb.lized agencies . A short- sighted people may 

actually prevent its govern~ent from twling the action which is required for 

the conN~n good . 

Likewise, the enlightened 'b.ttitude of one people, converted into an enlight- · 

ened policy on the part of its government , has cont3.gious qualities. 

The history and the present position of C~ada and the Canadian people 

quolify them to playa leading rol e in the vast progr am which confronts us , out 

of all proportion to the size of your population. 

I beg you to make the most of this npportunity. 

Canada and the Canadians , I am sure, will be worthy of themselves and of 

the United Nat ions. 

• 
, 
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1'fl1at I have said on this subject I:1Ust not be taken as .:1n excuse or as re-

cril:lination but sir..l)ly as an eApla~1ation. 

rou I Hould like to say s oneth~_ng on the brighter side .. . 

Pe.::ce Trcaties, or no Peace Treaties the United Nations has already developed 

into a goL11.::; institution. 

The organj.zation has 55 1:1enber:::; inc1:udil1G the Grod PO\Tors of the v[orld. 

rill of theso l'1er.:ber,') enploy the United Nations as a place uhere they can discuss 

their differej::c es freely :in public forun. It is the first tiue in the history 

of the \lorld tInt all 01 the Gre .t PC1I[crs h.:1v", joined with the smaller nations in 

an orGaniz.:1tion of this kind . 

Loss tl1an tw ye.::trs from the s i~n:ing of' the Chc.rter in Sen Francisco the 

'\:Thole orgar:ization outlined by the Ch.:1rter ms been created. 

The SGcrcJ':''::riat of tLe Un:..tcd lTations is fuL_y nanned. Tho Gener,-.l ,\ss'3mbly 

has net three tines, includin; the spocial seasion held last nonth in Em'T York. 

'Ihe Security C;)uncil h.::s rJet at reeul:tr intervals - at 10.J.st once every fort-night 

dmring the last 16 lJ.onths . The highly iupo;rtant =:eonomic and Social Council has 

hnd four full sessions and 1:ri.ll meet a g.J.in next r.wnth. ThG Trust~eship Council, 

"hich H.:13 the last fl.:1in organ to '00 established, rocently held its first session 

and organized itself for futUro oper3.tions . 

lhny different problcm~ and situations have COIle before these bodies and 

decisions of grec.t i:.lportnnce have been taken. llost inportant of all, t hese 

org.:1ns 0;: tho United Nations have developed r.lethods of procedure and opor, .... tion 

,Jhich IJill sta.'1.d thorn in good stead during tho decndes t o corn. 

This young, offspring of the Har h.:1s lenrnod to ,v'::tlk and to talk .::md to 

think . It is grmrin,.,; up • 

. '_t tines tIle Unit ed lbtions has had t .o consider probler::s which sone people 

may have felt should not propr-rly be L'J.posed u;)on a nevi or gcm:"zation . Sone of 

these problcr.1s havr3 boon connected with tho Peace Treaties thcnsolvos ':1l1d others, 

i t r,light be a r gcl.ed, could best be settled by direct consultD.tion and arbitration 

beb-reen the c O'q.ntri es concerned. Yet the United IJntions has taken then as they • 

have c cme, has done its best to solve them, .::md on JTu:my occasions has Bet with 

success. 
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The latest naj0r probler.l to ectle bei'or.e the United Nations is an outstandjng 

exampl~ of the kind of problem with Whi~~ we may be eXpected to deal, ru1d with 

whioh we will have to deal, dudng the future. I refer t o the Palest-ine QI.!-€stion. 

This is cOlTIaonly accepted as one of ,the mcst~-ef\~;.giaJ_.ancL complicnted 

issues of the day. Many atterJpts have been made to settle it m the past and 

all have failed o Now the matter has be~m referred t o a special sessien of the 

General Assembly of the United Nations and the Assembly has appomted a Commission 

of eleven nernbers t o investigate ac'1d l'-€port back t o the Asseobly itself m 

Septemb~r. ' 

Here again the United- Nations has accepted a "rery serious ' task whic;h is ' full 

of potential pit:fillso We are determined t o do our very best t o s ee that- ju'stice 

is done, within the i"".camewo! k of the Charter .. 

This type of political C}.uestion is hoJ/i t o arise from tjme t o time -throughcut 

the history of the United Naticns, and there nay be many more 'which , w:ill be even 

more difficult.. After all the United Nations is destmed t o live and t o gr ow 

throu ghout the generations t o cone and we cannot even begm t o f or esee the 

problems that ~ill arise as time goes on~ 

What we can do is t o build firnly, t o perfect our machmery, and t o instill 

the high principles of the Charter into peopl es' minds. If we do this properly we 

will not n eed t o worry ab out the future. We will be a~le t o t ake cur 

difficul.tie s ,as they come . 

So far t onight I have dealt very l.argely with the purely political aspects 

of the -United Naticns. Yet the l ast thing I want t o do is t o l eave the 

impressicnm your minds that the United Nations is c on~erned entirely 1·dth 

strictly political J)Uestions 0 

It would be erroneous and dangerous f or anybody t o f eel that the United 

Nations can accomplish i.ts purpose in life only by dealmg with political 

controversies betwean the nations and preventing those contro~Jer5ies.. from 

leading t o war.. 

True enough, it is tho first Furpo~e of tl;e Unit ed Natims' ''t·D-1JI3:intain-

international peace and s ecurity", 

M8RE. 
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But when We assembled at San Francisco two years ago it was, clear in our 

r.1inds that we could not "save succeeding generaticns frem the scourge of warll 

simply by dealing with open and outright threats tc the peace D 

We know that war does not come of itself. We know that the seeds of war 

can ~row and flourish only when they are planted in the soil of human misery. 

Given a fair chance to live a decent life and to enjoy the advantages of 

civilization, man~ind does not, willingly go cut to massacre his fellow-omen and 

to be massacred himself. 

. Desperat~on leads men and nations t o gamble away their own lives and the 

lives of others. 

With this clearly in mind those who met at San Francisco decided to make the 

Unjt ed Natic'ns a constructive instrument through which the nations could tackle 

the very r oots of waro 

In the preamble of the Charter itself we announced our determination lito 

promote social prosress and better standards of life in larger freedomll and 

lito employ bternaticnal mechinery f or the promotion of the economic and 

social advancement of dll peoples o
ll 

As the centred clearing house for all eCGnomic and s ocial questicns we 

established the Econ c.,mic and Social Council. This council, which has 18 

members, has the authcrity t o originate studies and reports on internativnal 

lIeconcmic, social, cultural, educational, health and r elated matters." 

It Bay make recommendat'i ons regarding such matters t o the General Assembly. 

It may also make recommendations reearding human rights and fundauental 

freedcms. 

You can readily see that the field covered by this mandate is practically 

unliBited. 

In actual practice the United Nations deals with these many different 

problems through a large number of different organs~ The Economic and Social 

Council serves as a supervisory body and a nerve center f or all of t.helli. 

MORE 0 
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In the first place the Eoonc.;tnic and Social Council has eleven Comoiss i cns 

and th~ee sub-commissions, which act as working teams. In the second place it 

works in harmony with a large number of specialized agencies II Wcrki..'1g 

agreements have already been made with the Food and Agricultural Organization, 

with the International Labor Organization, the International Civil Aviation 

Orbanizntion and UNESCO. Agreements are now being negotiated with no less 

than six other Specialized Agencies, which, as the name indicates, cover 

special fields. 

One of the difficulties of the United Naticns has been to impress the 

importance of this type of work on the minds of the general public. 

There is nothing ·very glamorous about most of it; just as there is 

nothing very glamorous about a loaf of bread. 

Someho\'l or other we have got t o drive into peoples ' heads the r ealization 

that the economic and soc ial work of the United Nations is the finest and 

the most truly interesting thing about the organizationo 

This is where you men and women, living here on the prairies of Canada, 

can do a vital service t o the United Nations and to the world. 

Repeat t o yourselves, and t o your neighb ors, day in and day out that 

we are now engc.ged in the greatest and the most glorious war of all time -

A World War against misery. 

Any victories that we can gain in this war will save lives, instead of 

costing lives. They will destroy misery, instead of creating it. By 

contributing t o human welfare in the less f ortunate lands we will be worthy 

of our own good f ortune, and in the l ong run we will improve our own 

well-b,eing, material as well as moral. 

In the tiny world in which we live t oday it is evident, beyond all doubt. , 

that the welfare of one nation must contribute t o the welfare 'of all !lations . 

It is even more clearly evident that distress and misery .in one nation or in 

one part of the world quickly infect other nations and other sect.ions of the 

worla . 

Even though the bitter experience of the past and wise statesmenship 

may prevent such distr ess and misery from leading to actual war, they are 

bOl{i d to lead t o social unre:3 t. and ciistl1.roance . Su~h things do not know 

any geographic<tl houdaries. 
MORE. 

• 
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Honorable Trygve Lie, 
Secretary-General 
United Nation. 
Box 1000, 
New York 1, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Lie: 

Thank you for your letter ot June ~9th • . 

I deeply appreciate your courtesy in send­
ing me the copies ot your speechea. 

I would like to be put on the mailing list 
for the text of all of your speeches and 
a ta tements. 

May I extend my best wishes and I will look 
f"orward to seeing you again personally. 

Sincerely, 

RES db 

,- . 

(', 
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Honorable Trygve Lie, 
Seeretarr-General 
United latlonl 
Box 1000, 
Jew York 1, N. Y. 

near IIr. Lies 

Thank you tor your letter ot June 19th. 
, . 

I deeply appreciate your court.lY In .end­
iDa .e the oople. ot your speeohe ... .. , 

I would llke to be put on the maIling list 
tor the text ot allot your speeohe. and 
ltateaents • . 

May I extend my be.t wIshes and I will look 
torward to seeing lOu agaIn personally. 

SIncerely, 

HIS db 

S i 
\ 

J 
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Seoretary of state 
washington. D. C. 

Dear Mr. secretary: 

I am writing to inquire Whether or not 
the classified status ot the various 
memoranda reports working papers and 
minutes 01 the Uniled states Delegation 
at the San Franpisco Conference of the 
united Nations has been removed. 

~ particular reason tor inquiry 1s my 
desire to p1ace my ~m personal files 
in the Stanford Un! vers1 ty War Memorial 
Library for their proper preservation. 

Sinoerely yours, 

HF.S tja 

.. __ d ~_. _Jo.. 



lul.Y. 21 1947 

Seoretar,y at state 
washington, D. o. 

Dear • seoretary t 

I am writing to 1nqu1:re whether or not 
the olassl~led status ot the various 
memoranda reports wor!dng papers and 
minutes 01 the UD1!ed states Delegation 
at the San lran,isoo Conferenoe ot the 
united Bat10ns haa been removed. 

MY partioular reason tor inquiry ls m¥ 
deslre to plaoe ., own personal tiles 
in the stanford univers1ty ~r1a1 
L1brary tor the1r proper preserYation. 

~1noere17 yours. 

HF.8 tJa 
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