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Although ware well informed about day-to-day activities

w I hope it may interest ycu, if I can give you
& perscn ; of the genefal situaticn as I see it,

The first thing to be reported at this time is that the
United Nations organization, as outlined by the Charter, is now

practically complete and in working order,
' The Seerctariat, which consists of about 2,800 international
civil servants, chosen from all parts of the world, has been
established on a pernanent basis and its-work is improving.
Our new headquarters site has been chosen, Within a fairly
"short time I hope we will have a permanent home on the East River
in Manhattan,
I will spare ycu the details of the questions handled by
the United Nations orgzans. You will be interested tc know,
however, that in the year which ended on June 30th the General
Assembly held 443 Plenary and committee meetlngs, the Security
Council 347, the Bconomic and Social Council 168, “the Trusteeship
Ccuncil 56, and other United Nitions bodies held 897 Leetings.
Altogether there have been 1911 meetings,
The mere physical work of organizing and handling these
neetings has been enormous.
sltheugh the United Netions is still in its infeancy, with
only 20 menths of active work behind it, it has not been trEntEd
11ke an infﬁnt by the thlons whlch make up its mem:"

“roblems in our post-war world

(more)



- Press Release M/326 "

These problems have raenged from Grecce to Atemic Energy;
from Palestine to the question of an international security force;
from Iran, Indonesia 2nd Egypt to the treatment of refugees and
the aspirations of the pecple of Western Samoaj from disarmanent
to Syria. \

During the few months of cur existence we have covered the
world, in the pcliticsl field alone. With less fanfare we have
ranged over the world in our consideraticn cf econonmic znd social
juatters. The establishiuient of an Economic Commission for Europe
end an Economic Commission for isia and the Far Eest is of the
greatest inportance. y

There have been some successes in déeling with some politic-
al prcblems which have faced the United Naticns in the Security
Council and the General assembly. There have been nany unpleasant
fajlures to r each agrecuent in the Security Council, In scme
cases where failure has already been reported, however, the fact
is that the discussions are still zoing cn and can be expected
tce go on for some time to come, with a possibility of success in
the long run,

What I want t¢ stress in ccnnection with these pclitieal
questi ns, which have aroused so much sttention sznd have led to
so much discouragenient on the part.of the general publiec, is that
they'have 2ll been iuiscussed openly and in full view of the world,

I regret that these discussions have often been earried on
in what has seemed to be an unfriendly and uncompromising spirit.
The determinaticn of the Nations "to practice tclerance and to
live together in peace with one ancther as good neighbors", as set
forth in the presmble of the Charter, has zppeared to be forzotten
on more than one occasion. -Yet I am sure we all agree that it is
better to have had these discussions staged openly, in a forum of
the nations, than it would have been to bottle up the animosities
which do exist. '

This in no way lessens our obligation and the obligation of
the WKations, under the Charter, to work constantly and aggressive-
ly for better understanding in the spirit of tolerance and give-
and-take,

When we speak of the United Nations we are referring to an
erganizaticn of 55 different Naticns which retain theéir sovercignty —
under the Charter. = ' |

It is these 55 different naticns, working in and through the
United Neticns, who decide upon the volume and the character of our
work,

(more)
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If those nations agree upon the néed for coopératicn in some
speclal field we will have a joint effort to selve-a problem.

If they are divided amoneg theﬂselves, for one reascn or
snother, and prefer not to work together, then we will not have
that coumon effort, ; .

4ny so-called success, or any so-callsd failure, of the
United Naticns boils right down to the success or the failure of
“~the Nations theriselves to work together znd settle their Jifferen~
ces.

It was our hope and our intention &t the tiie of the San
Francisco Conference that the pr1n01plg of Sovereignty would not
frevent the Nations from basing all of their decisions in the
United Nzticns upon the ccumon interest,

It is certainly 9st urgzent today that the prineciple of
Cormion fLetion for the geod of 211 should be upperimcst in the
minds snd the decisions of thcse whe take part in cur deliberations

The United Nations must serve as s constant speed-ccntroller,
to prevent niéticnal interests from cver-riding the interests of.
2ll humanity,., To an increasing degree, our Assenblies znd cur
councils rust be dominated by the inescapabls and relentless fact
that in this small world, we are zll clcse neizhbcrs who must
live together end work together as friends,

In the long run it is the people themselves who will deeide
whether or not this spirit will rule relations between the Nations.,
Through their povernments they will decide whéther the Naticns
are to help cach other cr to go their individual ways.

One Chauvinistic ' or insular minded pecple may tempt other
pecples to ai.opt the szme attitude. By the samg sign, even one
high-minded, tolerant Natiun, with a clear ccuprehension of the
interdependence of all Wations, can impel othér Netions to think
and beheve in the same manner,

Deceney is contagious.

. In the final analysis this means that every thinking wan and
weman aumong you, or anywhere else in the. World, can make & real
ecntribution to the internaticnal order,

(more)
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There is nn sense in concealing the fact that the World situation teday
b i
is pnpleasznt bath politically and econcmicallys Economnic reconstruction and

improvenent, on the scale required, is.béing seriously inpeded by a political
situation which shows no signs of improvement .

The whole scheme of the United Nations for the settlement of controversies
and for tﬁe relief of economic and sncial distress is being hampered or retarded
by factors beyrnd our immediate control. g

I refer to the inability of the Great Powers to settle the terms of the
major peace .treaties,

I dn not need to tell you, I am sure, that the United Nations itself was
not expected to perform the role of a Peace Crenicrence. The ncgotiations and
conclusion of the Peace Treatics was left to the powers irmedistely concerned,

At the time we signed the San Francisco Charter in 1945 we fully realized
that majsr issues were at stake and that conclusion of the treaties could only
follow a painful and lcngthy process of negotistion and concession,

At the same time, we hoped that the negotiations could be undertaken and
carried through to a conclusion in a friendly atiicsphere and with ne unnecessary
lass of time, We clearly realized that the political and economic picture
of the whole world would remain affected and distorted until‘th Powers could
come to a basic agreement on the big issues,

For one rvason oxr another, for nany reasons which seem satisfactory to the
Powers, the negotiations have not yet led te a solid solution. Both Eurcpe
and asiz remain unsettled by the absence of such a selution.

It is not for me to quarrel with the position of any power or any group
of powers. I can only point out that these treaties remain to be signed, that
it is the duty of the Powers to cOnclude'them, and that the ccnsequences are
what they are,

From the point of view of the United Naticns and the ordinary penple of all
the world every day of delay is serious.

I know that I express the wish of people everjywhere when I say that I hope

T

from the bottom of my heart that the next meeting of the Council »f Foreign
Ministers will produce prsitive and satisfactory results,

MORE,
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It would be treacherous t6 the whole idea of ‘the United Nationus — 2 union
brought about by war and dedicated to perpetual peace — to condene or to be
satisfied with a chronic state of disagreement between the powers.

I feel that I must say this in regard to the generai situation which exists
today,

It is of great importance to 1lnok at any political situation, including
the present one, with a sense of historical perspective,

If we do this we will often find that situations which, at first glance, seen
to be "serious" or even "eritical! or no more than the crests of waves in a sea
on which there have always been waves.

It may be useful, at this moment, to compare the situation in the world
today, two years after the end of the most complete conflict in history, with
the situation which existed after the first world war. '

It continued, to a very serious degree, on several fronts for many years,
There was a whole series of small wars ovar a large part of the old werld and,
finally, even in thé New World loss of life and blondshed were enorucus. The
social distmrbances which wars always bring with them were especially violent
in their manifestations., Then there came an economic crisis, both of raw
materials and means of preduction, which crippled enterprise and left millions
unemployed. This happened despite the fact that the actual destruction caused
by the first world war was small comparsd te the damage created in the Secend .
World War. On top of all thot the world experienced widespread epidemies and
famines which claimed a fearful toll of human livess

large parts of the werld were on a war footing or in a stage of crisis for
nearly ten years after the first world war was finished,

It is clear that the situation teday is far, far from being so bad, True
encugh the economic effects have been greater, beczuse the Second World War wes
waged with far greater virlence,

Differences between the victars, which alweys follow wars, are alsn evident
every day, '

= Still, in comparison with the pericd afﬁer the first world wer, tha‘écbnﬁr
mic and politiecal disturbances of the warld-ta&ay =re not in any way ﬁs
sensational as many people make them out to bee

However, astonishing as it may sound politically, the most important Big

Powers are distinctly closer to each other than they were in the Twentiese

B
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The widesprcad socinl adjustments which have token plzce have found
different forms, Some of these problems heve been taken in hond by the former
coloninl jcoples, through nuvicnalistic novenents for liberction,

Here, gerhups , lie the greater possiblities of conflict today,

Yet, until now, the .urely warlike complications have becn few 'nd
of miror dincnsions, In no instince have ticy tiken the form of open war bet-
ween two or Lore differcnt nztions.

If the sitv tion todsy is betler than it was after the first
world tar 1 Jcel that ve can attribute the fhctlprincipnlly-to the unoucstion=-
able progress which we have uade in internstional cooperation.

This cooperation, on & truly "globel" basis, is, in foect, soue-
thing altogether nev 2s a deter ining factor in tae affuirs of the vorld,

«fter the first rorld .ar we hea the Lenguc of witions but it
was re arded by rany people as an .ssociztion of wActoricus ,owers, This vas
the fecling even tiiough two of the largest nations in thc”world were rot mer=
beRS . Jﬂ& the fact is thit the League of letions never beca:ie 2 central, ~2ll-
inclusive rolitical organ.

The geriod which followed rade it clear, at the sane tinme, thzt the
necé for coll:zboration was felt by everybody.
Cne eharacteristic of the Twenties wzs the larse number of bilaternl
and raltileteral ndlitary and politicdi alliznces encluded between the notions,
But the developrent onvard towarc 60?mﬂn solidurity was frustrated.
lhe De.ocracics allowed thenselves to be kept apert beczuse trey
hed not found coion sround on which they could stond. ?hcy 1ed found no ef=-
fecbive, coison instrw.ent for colliboratichis
The eneries of faseisi and nazisrn had lezrned their lesson., .8
a rcsuit, cven vhen the Scconé Lerld tar was =t its very heisht, they reached on
agrecuent on a consron basis for weace,

They ercated the United aticns, the orgenization which greduclly

has berun to becone rart of the internstional life of every nation and has in=

.pressed itself on the wind of the entire world,

i
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I do not want to say that the United Netions organization as
such has prevented a repeétition of the catastrophies which followed
the first world war, 2y

The decisive factor, i_beiieve, is that the importance, the
necessity, yes, even the selféevigent rizhtness of internaticnal
ccoperation is now accepted by all sensible people,

This understanding expresses itself tocday in a steadily grow-
ing econcmic, practical and political international cocperetion
in almost zll fields, We know that all of the conferences which
heve been held have not been equally successful. Some of them may
heve looked like real fiascos. But if you analyze developrents
with care you will find that every negotiation, every nicetlng -
¢ven when the exchange ¢ views has been impassioned - has brought
the naticns a little farther toward understanding.

knd, &s I have pointed out, during the last year we have had
nearly two thousznd iwectings, of one kind or another.

It is en the bhasis cf this developuent, seen in connecticn
with the events of this century, snd also e:cinst the background of
esrlier historical tendencies, that I have come to the conclusion
thet, with the help of ordinary nen snd wonen all over the world,
pernanent pesce and progress can be achieved,

I have nct menticned scientific developments of the uost
recent years, even thouzh they clone provide overwhelming arguments
in favor of permenent peace.

I feel that the purely logiczal basis for belief in peace
should be enough, especially when developments are seen in their
historical perspecsive,

At the same time, I fecl that we must accept the statement
of men of science, that any great war would lead to the total
destruction of all the ngtions which tock part in it.

We are entitled to look forward to years of pezceful develop=-
nent in the relation between all nations,

We must encourage that development, and forece its growth, by
giving our loyalty te the idea of the United Nations and cur sctive
suppert to everything thet it undertakes.

I should like to conclude by quoting the words of the Presid-
ent of the United Sfates, in his speech at Rio de Janeiroc on Sept-
ember 5th, '

"It will toke steadfastness of purpose, unremitting tGll and
infinite patience to achieve our goal.

"The United Neticns is not a tempnrary expedicnt bR g
pcréanent-pmrtnprshlp - a partnership among the peoples of the world
for their common peace and common well-being. ‘

(more)
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"The difficulties that we have enccuntered in this early
rhese in the life of the United Nations have not discouraged us.
On the contrary they have increased our determinstion that it shal.
succeed",

With that spirit, ladies and gentlemen, the United Nations
cannot fail.

I ask you to believe, with re, that it cannot fgil,

XXX XXAXAXXXXAXAXXX
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(The follcwinz advance text of a speech to be given by

Mr, Trygve Lie, Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations,
before the 58th Anmual Conventien cf the Nationmal:
Association of Life Underwriters at Bgston, Mass., mst o
net be published ¢r quoted frem by press or radie befcre
time of dslivery--approx. 11:00 A.M. (EDT) Wednesday,
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ADDRESS BY M3. LHY“VH LIM, SEGRETARY-GEITERAL OF THE UNITZD NATIONS
=
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WEDNESOAY, 103 ,_ﬂ..mqw

In speziting to you teday abeut the Unitea ‘sticns' I kncw that I am talking
te reople who can be expected to un tand why the United Nations is Zrying te
de and to sympathize with its mcst basie purpeses.

The aim of Life Insurance is to provide sesarity to individuals and ts their
families. On a mass scale you endeavor to provide sccurity ts great groups of
people. ‘

i do not need to t&ll you that it is the aim of the United MNations o provide

. spsle -
ecurity on a glwoal /fto individuals, to nations and to the entirz world: security

agzinst war, security against Jo‘cvtf and disease, security against eccnemic and

social distress,

=1

ineause of this similarity in purpose it is natural. that you, who are engaged
in Life Ipsurance work, should fesl an individualrinterast in thewerk of the
United Nations and a high degree of re soonsiahllt toward its success.

In this ccuntry alene it is ;stiraﬁed that you, who are intércsted in Life
Insﬁranca, céme into daily business contac£ wibth #efhaps two million peeple, 4s a
resuit yeu constitute = ﬁermancnt and highly Vaiue‘cérp& of anbassaders, ﬁho can-

de- = c* Lo wake your fellew cmt;zgns unner-tand the decp need £y security cn a

»,
“J

world npsis

I am confident: thab Feu will ﬂaf-fgilﬁQQ iékéfa&;agiég; cf such ; great opport= =
What T would like to do teday is to mf'frc the warld 'éthion, as I-"-s'ee' it | l
frem my positieon in the United Nations, and to consider the risks which are invelved

(1{CRE)
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ﬂn that situation. Then I want to tell you what the United Natioﬁs is doing about
the situation and what I feel that the United Nations mist do in the future to
make certain that this situation, or any other situation;.shall not lead te ruin
for us all,

First of all I hepe you will sxcuse me for saying something about 'my
positicn® as Secretary-General sf the United Wations.

The United Nations, as yeu all know, is an org&nizatipn of 55 nations, This
organization was formed volumtarily at San.Francisco by the fighting members of
the United Nations. It was designed as a means by which they could regulate their
relations with cné another and contimie their cellaboration with one another, and
other.dsmocratic natiens of tﬁé wcrld;in time ¢l Peace,

Thgy dedicated this organization to the maintenance sf peace, and the
prometicn of international‘cooperationa aimed at improving the social and economic
conditions of all humanity, thus eliminating the very causes of war.

This wae no exclusive club or cligue. Governments representing many colors,

races, and ereeds and many diiferent political systems, went into it epen~eyed,
sclemnly determined to practice tolerance and mutual consideration.

In order to allcw the United Naﬁicns ta accomplish its aims elaborate
machinery was designed. The mest important parts of this machinery'were the
General Assembly, which ordinaﬁ_ly mects once a year and gives general direcﬁives te
the organization as a whole, the Sceurity Council, the Economic and Secial Council
and the Trustesship Council, all of which mest pericdicelly,

‘here was also established a permanent Secretariat, which now consists of
roughly 2,800 international civil servants, to assist the General &ésembly and the
nth-s.f organs of the United I\I-q,tiens in carrying out their work. -

This Szerctariat is reeruited from all csuntries which are members of
the United Nations. Its merbers are international civil servants, In their work
they are required by cur regsuletions to give their fuil allegiance to the United
Nations, without taking instruetisns from their own goveruments.

They arc the servants ef 55 different coUntries,'or rather of a communicn
cf 55 nations, In my capacity as Secrctary-~General and the head of this bcdy’of
dntertistional civil servants, by the joint decisisn 6I*alléﬁhé£Bﬁiﬁédsﬂﬁffﬁﬁﬁ,

I ém—ebligeﬂ to be impartial and egually considerate of the rights and views of

all nations making up cur membership,

(MORE)
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It may scem to some pecple =t some times that such a position of neutrality

is eivher immoral, or, for that matter, impossible, Jt stands to reason that! & :

it ean be difficult. But tile rule is th wat we, in the United Nations Secretariat, .
thll be dnpartial and I can assure you that we intend to chey our instructipqs. :
: VWe imst do this even when a lack of partiality Ay be interpreted =s "trading
| with the enemy." | 3

I emphasize these facts about the character of the Sccretarial and of the

|
|
|
|
1 Secrctacy-General because there has been some confusion between their position
5 and that of the yeople who recrecent individual governinents at the United Nations f
: deliberstions and; consequently, are free to take definite positions on contro- ’
versial issues,
When 1 speak to you today I de so0; mot as a Nerwegian or as a life-leng
Soecial Democrat, but as an international servant, whose first loya;ty is to the §
vorld commanity.
Cur  job, con behalf of the United Nations as a whole, is to view.things
with clear eyes; to bury our rrejudices, and to do everything in onr power to
‘ destroy other p=orles pregudlees. Tite honzst dlf*er:ngﬂs which do exist between
the mations - and which are bound to arise irom time to time inm the best of
l circumstances ~ can anlj be setitled in a decisive manver if we do approach them
| in an objective manuer, without passicn,

i 1 vant to ask you to join with me in looking at the World today in this
| Waye
1

First let us considur the causes of the frictions and the differsnces which

b=y

now céivide the nations, botn the lmmediate causes and the long range czuses.
The ir;@diate reason for meony of these differenﬁes.and-disputes was the
Second ljorld uar,
' Thot War caused colossal drs tTuCtLOH and loss of life in niany couhtries,'iga
|

| cluding both the: victors and those wiich wer: defeated. It dustroyed we&k eeog;;'ﬁ

ﬂﬂd it %eavily damagﬁd tCGﬂOmLE whlch were fairly sfabla befbra the W%?-—'.

o

:-Ehe eaﬁe of such.a rich and hig%lv devéloped conntn@nas bhe‘ﬂhited States it ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;"u

-heawy 1nruaﬂs on your-weglth,
v, ' Tt curtalleu sivilian *roﬁuctlon and at. the same time it des+roged-markeba

fhy &oatrﬁvln the menas with which people and nations could purchase goads fron

one another, : y ) oy

, {MORR)
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It cannot be surpriéing that s@ch a‘war left in its wake a group.of tired
BrrE e ek nations,’pcﬁértymstricken but determined, in the pride of victory,
to defend themselves asainst further intrusion'or even remote threat of
ihtruéinne,

Every one of them, quite naturally, was debermined to defend the interests
for vhich it considered that it had fought. |

The actual end of hostilities cre.ted other problems which could not
have been foreseen in all of their propertions beforehand. Vaccums left by
the cbliteration of Fascist or Nazi goverﬁments attracted optosing political
and econcmic elements from outside, Politieal movemenets which had been kept
uncer the 1lid for many years found wvent; in &ii parts of the world.

Thus it was nob astonish.ng tﬁut the post-war werld was a scene of confu-
sion and dissension and disagreement, as well 25 poverty and wholesale distress,

Jith our experience from the First .Jorld dar we knew that some such thing
would havpen. Considerine the violence of the Second World Var we could not
be very much surprised by the violence ef the afternath,

But there were other factors which sdded to the turnmoil and which had been
forzotten, temperarily, in the contest for mera existencéo

If we look back to the days before the beyinnin@ of the yjar in Ldroepe we
will remembgr that econeniic as well as peliticul troubles existed even then,
Scic of the proudest ef the naticns suifered from both kinds of diffieulties
and s;‘._a.de no secrct of the fact, Such difficulties were made 2ll the nere
obvious becuuse govern.eats were calling nore and more upon their resources
to weet demonds for an incrensed standord of living,

Toduy the nations are.consﬁquantly deallng with douhlé trouble; an acute
coribination of leng-standing difficﬁlties and the viclent, acute prcﬁlums
brought by war,

it weuld be foclish te winiaize these problems, whether they be political
O ©COnOMit,

.. Mouould also be foolish bo allow thege problens to wake us lose cur heads,
The thug to do is to make g full inventory BT then And Lher) Bostacs then
" a1l end deul hith them with courage, imagination and gerierosity.
I crder to understand the role of the United Nations in this whole complex
of difficulties it sust be understood, first of all, that the United Nations

MO,
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was never-expechted to play the role of a Pedce Confercuce, - It was understood, and
still is understood, that the Psace Treatics were to be nezotinted by the former
belligerent powens imuedistely concerncd,

,In the first instanuce it was up to the Big Powers to decide upen the terms of
those treatics and to put them into effect, This, I must emphasize, was to be done
outside the framework of the United Nations.

\

1t was our hope, at the time the Charter was siegned at San Francisco in 1945,
that these treaties would be concluded within a fairly short space of time and that
they would fora the basis of a peneral pelitical and e¢conomic settlement din
Burope and the Far East.

We realized that such & scbtlement would be necessary if the United Nutions,
as & werld Organizabicn; was to fulfill its nany objectives, You eannot maintain
a-Peece until you have established Peace. ECerteinly you cannot hope to establish
full economic cooperation bstween the nations unless you hﬁvc a palitical basis
for such. cocperaiions.

Beonomic ‘ordeér is lorgely dependent upon politieal order, just as pglitical
order is largely dependsnt upon econcniic ordera -

Unfortunately for the werld it has begen impessible for the Big Powers to i
scttle upren he terms of the major peace treaties. Frequent attempts to settle |
the diffiarltiss standin? in the way of those treaties have, so far, not been ‘
suecessful,

It is not ¢y function te criticize the Pewers for their inability to arrive
at an agroanent. Me must recoimize that some of the questions are fundumental and
that ‘concessions by the diffcerent powirs are mest difficult for them to concedes

#hat pesplas are entitled to ask, at the same ting, is that the Powers shall
continue to sesek apreeuint with onc another and shall never lose signt of the fact
that apreement is absclutely - necessary to the “isrld,

From the peint of view of the United Batioms it is simply not conczivable or
taicrable'that the World shall be divided permanently into several groups or canipsS.
‘Such a state of affairs, if contipu«d indefinitely, conld only lead to. ppligigdl i
land acaﬁgmie ehaos and bring endless suffering to the psople. £l a1 18

I repeat, the people are entitled to expsct.all povernments cgncarnad,tﬂ
pursue tha path ff arpecmont, relentlessly and in the spirit of compromise and
understanding, until apreeaent is resched. 1t would ruin everyth;ng R
gﬁVﬂrnAent, or any group of gavvrnmnnts, cecid,d that it could afferd a pernanent
lack or agre@naﬁt.

I say this knowing that many consclantlous and well-meaning people in many
lﬂnds have grown tired of argument and are tempted to c2ll it off,

I have mentioned this lack of agreement because it deserves full attention

and beczuse it has a serious -effect upon everything that the United Nations, as’
as organization of 55 different nations, can dw, It also affects the well-being
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T mmst ade immediately that I regard this as a tenporary state of affairs. ;
Althqﬁgh there will always be disagreements of one sort or anpther, between the
nations, 1 look forwaxrd with absolute confidence tec the day wiien the most basic
ana ﬁamnnging-dlaugreewpnts, which exist today, will be resolved. They will be
resolved because they must be resclved,

In any case, and I say this in all seriousness, 1 cannot make myself believe
that this situation will be allowed to lead to another war within the_foreseeable
futnre, We, in the United Nations, are proceeding on the rock-bound thesis that.
thene must never be snother war, x

Everything that-l know, from cbservation, from the information at wmy disposit—
ion, and from wmy contacts with the leaders ani the people of the hiations, convinces
rie that no country with the power to make war regards war as a practical proposition
now o in the future.

Ls for the present and for the 1nregiut* future I can .add, without fear of
dispite, that no country on esrth ean tolerate another War, even within the 1imits
of \iarfare as we have known it in the p;st. ] .

Ky irmediate preoccupstion is not that the adp of hostility which prevails in
So nany quarters:today may lead to an actugl armed conflict of global proporticns,
My greatest concern is with the effeet which misunderstanding has upop the whole
scheiie of work enviszged by the 5an Freneisco Charter,

in th@-best of circumstances we have enough work 1aid.out for us to. consume
the best brains and the comrlete enérgy of all Governments, working in absolute har-
nony, for many generations,

As I'nave already rointed out, social and economic conditions all over the
world required drastiec atterition even before the Second World War. Even the rmost
modern #nd-prosperous countries had large masses of undernourishcd,‘undereducated,
poorly housed people, suffering from lack of proper nedical attention and other
privileges which are required for normal , deeent.existance. The péorer and more
backward counntries suffered from coriditions which were a disgrace to their fellow
men, - K= . :

R —

= Eﬁﬂay the awuvaga stqndard of ‘conditions: has gone-ﬂm@m_bad.%ﬁ_wﬂraaﬂin_mangh_____
aountrles, from ziserable to 1mnossib1e A others.

& is tlie job of the United Nationq, through eooperation and mutual assistance
between all of its member countries,. to tackle these conditions and to keep on
tackling them, year after year and generation, uniil we have given all humanity an

(xS
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Jonportunity to enjoy & decent la._...

We cen only begin to do this job with the good will and the earnest c@pera—.-
tion of all'thinking men and woman, Gverywhefe, ékpr&ssed in terms of solid
contributicns by their governments in the councils of the United Nations and its
allied agencies.

I'am glad te tell you that the Unitad Na?lons has alresdy laid the ground-
work for its long-rafige prograu.

It is not my imtenticn today to give you a cﬂm;l gte outline of Upited Nations
activities since the Tirst mesting of the General ﬁssembly in Lendon 20 months ago.

: he- Tact ds, lowever, baat our organization is row practicélly'complete. All of
the varisus oprgans; including the CGuneral JSssenbly, .the three coﬁncils_ , and the
many ocompittess and cowsiissions .\ror.{.kw urder those bedies, have deone- an' immense
amount of woric, \

You may appreciste the scope of this werk when I tell you that, during the
pear betwesn July 1, 1946 and the same date.this year, the Cencral Asscrbly had

443 ylenary and comnittsee nectings, the Sceurity Council 347, the Bcoriomic and

Social Council 168, the Trusteeshiv Council 56 and other United Nations bodies
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¢ meevings have not brought positive results I rust ask you to
remenber that the United Netions has beon in operation cnly two years and that, its
Program is so vast in oxtent that It will, take genératicns to acccuplishs

We fave had to begin somswhere and we have, in fact, bepun.
W2 are no core entitled Yo be;.disccuraged today than we were during the War
itscl?, The struggle in which we are sngaged today vromisca to be long. '-:nd
difficult, Ue must {acs it with the seme cool hends and bravs hearts and the same
spirit of sacrifice which bfcug_ht s victory in tine of War, P.ntli we must face it

togc’-.f.’her‘ -

N In. nam;lusian T vould liks to SWHL B v remarks as follo‘tm’ T A

u—.‘,, ., "l‘ i

P fkmguq_
*!' _*r:.- -9':; i'Ehg ﬁﬁiﬁéﬂ ’iﬁtiom, .’Hhich A8 collee-h:We ‘.Lﬂd cnopexrative apgarxiaat&;é gg' 55

Sl Lk Doy

: nat:mna, imlu-:ijmg naticris of 211 sizes a.md, gowe*m:mts of mr!x;y tﬁfﬁﬁs zmﬂ dﬁ‘feivéh‘ei:
irtervqh-a,.;;ﬁ

VR er:m‘._.,, l:win-r bndy standing solidly i‘or Pem;—ment Pegce R =

' wclmre of 511 Nations and of all penrles. TN

I‘% g‘ame ﬁ,hta be&n as the child of our qtrugg;le to the death against a common -
" ' (MORE)




My T 14/321

eneny, It is a permanent orgenization with an imrelling, long-range progranm
of hunan betterment, : L . v _ . }
Differcnces which now exist or which may arise hetween the Nations must np?
I be allowed to prevent this community of nations; working_as‘a commnity of nations
ffcm fulfilling its many dities ﬁo magkind,
} Ve fully intend to maintain Feace and to make that Feace worthy of the uen
|

and women who suffered to'win it.

I ask you to join me in this confident determinsvion,

CAUTION: Hold for release on delivery & 11:00 A.N, (approx.) EDT, Wednecsday

10 September 1947,
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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this opening meeting of
the World Statisticaiﬂongrass cn behalf of the United lations.

Your pféseﬁce here testifies to the importance of the occasion. It
confirms the belief of the Eccnomic and Sccial Council and of the Statist:.}cal

Commission that the time has corie for the statisticians of the world vo take

stock of present activities in this field and to make proper plans for the

" ‘future,

'The task ahead will require the combined efforts of all-countries and’
‘of all organizations. For.this reason 1 am'very glad that it was possible?
to arrange for concurrent sessions of the fi§e important professional groups
which have schedulel their technieal and business neetings in conjunction
with the mectings of the world Statistic.l Congress. “On behalf of the -
Beononic and Sceial Council I warhly welcone the delegates to these
" organizations to all the meetings of the Worid Statistical Congress, I am

confident that these organizations will find it pessible to work
a‘.
MORE,
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clesely with the United Nations in £hgc£as?_§{,building and improving the
statistical machinery for- internaticnal comperation,

The mission of all statistital organizatiens in the years ahead is a v}tal
one and an urgent mne,

The free exchange of information on economic and social affairs among all
countries in the world is absclutely necessary to economic and social advantement.
We cannct cure our troubles uniess we know in the first place what those tréubles
are, lLikewise we cannot achieve international understaﬁding, which is the basis
of ‘advancement, unless the peoples of the werld are given the facps about, each
other, Nations are now too large, eccnomic affairs are ﬁow to6 complicated and
too highly inter-related for us to rely upon the accounts of returned travelers
for our information on econcmic and secial progress, e are much farther upen
our course than we were in the days of Marco Polo and of Captain Cook, There
is no substitute for facts, for clear and systematically organized facts, They
alone can be relied upon to measure resources aﬁd the possibilities for prazress
and to direct.policies and actions desighed to achieve the objectives of all
civilized peoples,

Facts are just as important for the United Nations and fer the intar~-govern—
mental agencies which are being brought into relationship with the United Nations
as they ars for a national government or for the managing directors of a large
business enterprise, The larger the'organization and the more complex the
preblems with which it is confronted, the more need there is
for comprehensive and up-to-date infermaticn, systematically organized and
freely available,

I must emphasize what must be considered the three indispensable characte—
ristics of statistical systems adequate to suppert and direct ecenomic and
sacial pregress. In the first place, the statistics must be csmprehensive and
timeliy. They must be as comprehensive as the problems with which we are ﬁrying
to deal. They must be sufficiently timely teo record the current spatus of
conditiens in perioeds of rapid change., Statistics which are not up to date
are of little use in dealin: with current problems.

Secondly, the statistics must be carefully organizedf By'thiq_l mean that
they must be comparable from time to time and from place to place, This preblem
of coﬁparability is especially acute when we deal with the inter-related preblems
of many countries of vastly different chéracteristicsﬁ Difficult as the problem
of comparability is, it must be solved, Unless it is solved we will be seriously

MORE.
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handicapped in studying and deéling with preblems on an international scale.
" Finally, it is cbvious that statistics must be freely exchanged between
all those wine are working on .cormon problems.

Accerding to these standards, which nobedy can disputé, the position today
is nowhere near ‘satisfactory.

The werld is orly now reccovering from a statistical blackeout of nearly ten
years duraticn. The free exchange of statistics on economic and social trends
and current developments wes made impracticable during the war fo; securibty
reasens, cven amcnz those countries whose statistical machinery centinued to
operate. In many countries which suffered the d evastation of war; statistical
machinery ceased to operate and is now being painstakingly rebuilt. In many
other countries adequate statistical machinery has never existed,

1t is’'shocking to realize that no statistics worthy of the name exist for
preabably half of the worldls peoples. No one knows exactly tiow many people there
arey-hew they make their living, or the characteristics of their social, eccnomic
and political institutions,

There 1s ipncrancc about the econcmic and social rescurces available for the
development of adequate and dignified standards of living, ignorance about the
most. elemental facts that would highlight the cundition of the sceciety and
paint to-pessibilities of improvement,

"1 do net mean to6 imply that thosz concerned are unaware ef the usefulness
of statistics, I only want to emphasize the tremendous size of the task which
must be undertaken in jyour field if the werld is to reap the advantages of
~concerted action upon imi:nmtant common problems,

It is obvious, of course, that an adequate statistical system is to a high
degree¢ dependent on thalpnlitical and eceneomie urganizﬁtion within a given country,
Nevertheless, the deyeloprent of statistics in the arecas where  they are lacking
is one of the urgent tasks to which we all must pgive ovur best attention.

what of the other half of the world's: peeples about.whom scme statisties:
are available? Here, too, therg is no reom for complacence.: There are. .
possibly 30 countries which: have reasnnably accurate statistlna on. the clemental
facts of birth and death; cnly about 25 cguntries,have-attempped.ta make even
crude estimates of fhéir naticnal inceme, In many countries no statistics are
‘available about education, health or sanitation, about the amount and utilization

of manpewer or of agricultural and industrial resources, and about the host of



. page ~h- Press Relcase M/319
: 29 August, 1947,

other economic and secial factors which must be measured in order to define the

problems we wish to selve, fiven in coduntries that are considered the most advanced

we often knew more about the number, condition and progeny of livestock then we knet

about human beings,

I have mentioned befere £hat the time is cppertune for the statisticians of
the werld to sit -down.tozether to lock ahead to the problems they jointly face
in crganizing statistical werk in countries and in arcas of economic and human .
interest ‘where they are lacking.  The time is ripe to gpu&d eanperative werk
upon measures to promote comparability of statistics frem place to place and from
time teo time, The time is ripe tec establish channels for the widest psssible
exchange amcn. countries of the statistics themselves and of the metheds and
materials which produce the statistics,

In cenvening a Warld Statisticzl Congress, the Economic and Social Ceuncil
was aware of all the facters I have montiocned, It was aware that the work which
lies ahead of the statistical offices of the International.agencies must be done
cocperatively and in full recognition of the needs that it must serve, ' The Coun—
cil wished to previde an early opportunity for a discussion af statistical
problems and of the methcds we have?ﬁur disposal for their solutien.

The programmes for the meestings have been arranged to previde the fullest
.account possible at this time of the statistical activites of the United Nations
and the Specialized Agencies and to provide a cress section of ths most impertant
developuents in statistical work of the national governments, The programmes
will emphasize the needs fer statistics by the intcrnational agencies and the
methods the agencies are using to meet these ne.ds, The United Natiens is
conscious of the role of leadership that it must assume in drawing the attention
of Member Governments to urgent statistical preolems and »f ths initiative it
must take in seekinz selutions for them. In addition, the United Nations will
welceme requests of Member Governments to be of every possible assistance on .
all matters dealing with statistics -~ on matters ranging from those on the
content of national statistical programmes te thase on effectiye statistical.
methods and precedures. In discharging these fun;tians.the'Ungtgg¢mgtinns_nmst
draw very heaﬁily upon the experience of the national stptisticél offices.,

r

MORE, |

(



Sa L o | = e T . - - ST FEE Sy TR = 8

, . e page b= Press Release M/jl?
29 Magust, 1947,

I an convinced that the United Nations, with the generous participation
of nember gevernments and Speciclized Agencies, can make a significant arnd
unigue centribution to the statistical knowledge of the werld. The importance
of this centribution is not lessened in any way by its technical nature and the
fact that it lacks the drama which makes newspaper headlines, The progress
that I confidently count on will be solid and permanent, It will advance
the objectives of the United Nations and the interests of pesple everywhere,

I am sure that the cbjectives of this Congress will be achicved.s 1 thank
you all for coming and I wish you all success in yeur work, now and in the
future,

i aieid

(CAUTION -- HCLD FGA RLL&aSE, 2,30 P,M. (EDT), 8 SEPTEMBER, 1947.)
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I am very glad to haVe_thp chance to be with you here today and to say a few
thinge to you ebout the United Nations. :

... I understand that you have been diecuseing "The World We Want" and I take it
for granted that The World you Went ig nothing, more or lees, than the kind oﬁié
wog}nghich the Unlted Natipqe iteelf has underteken to create. e

With the help of your generation, and the generatione to follow, in a;}
countriee, it ie the kind of & World which we will have.

We shall not ﬁreate this world in one year or in ten years or pgrhape in our
lifgtiyee. The gqql is too high. But we can lay the foundatione for guch a world
and it 1g the duty of every one of ue to make hie contribution. :

To differenu ones of you, different things about this World We Want are of
spgcial‘importanqe. But_wpwcgn ell agree upon ite most 1mportant features, It is
desoribed clearly and eimply in the preamble cf the Charter of the United Netione.

It will be a peaceful World, f?ee from Wer and the threat of Wer. In thie
World peopnle will enjoy the fundamentel human rights and the fundamental frengms.
In this world nations and pgop%eg will work together to promote soclal progreaé
and better stenderde of life. £

It will be a decent world, in which both individuale and nations will be
allowed to live their livee 1in peace.

. Of all these thinge the firet end moet fundamental one le Peace. For without
P;age we cannot have the other thinge. We cannot concentrate our thoughte, our
energies and our reesources upon building a better world.

we met not only have Pcaca but we muet feel asaured that peace will be
/permenent .

MORE
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permanent.. Thie meene that we must hsve a etate of normal, friendly relations
between the many nations of the eaxth. .

Here, then, you have the obJjective to which the nations pledged themselves
at San Francieco. e N

In the United Natione we alreedy have the instrument by which we can reach
this objective, if that instrument ie properly used by the nations.

Firet, it providee a means by which thé Nations can settle thelr differences
in a reagonable and a peaceful manner. In the Security Council it hes machinery
for preventing and euppressing actual hoetilitiee between natioms.

Secondly, the United Nations provides means by which the Netions can work
together for economic end social progress. The Economic and Sociel Council with
all ite comiseione, end the Specilalized Agenciee provide the machinery by which
the natione cen really build this New World.

So we know what we want and we have the machinery with which to make what
we want.

Now what are we actually doing with this machinery? How far are we
going toward creating the World We Went?

These sre questione of the greatest concern to you and to all of your genera-
tion, everywhere. I hopé that you will ask yourselves these same questions con-
stantly during the yeare to come and insist upon getting good clear enswers.

What, I repeat, éra we doing to create this new world which we all want,
which people all over fhe world want?

The anewér, at thie ﬁrasent time, ie not the answer thst I would like to be
able to give you,

There ere certaln things on the credit side. The United Natione serves as a
forum in which the Netions can air their differences. It ie a place to which any
nation, large or small, is able to bring.ite complainte againet other nations and
to demand rsatlefaction.

Everybody must recognize that the United Netione has served en important
purpoge in opening up and exploring'eituations which otherwiee might have grown
dangeroug in secret.

Such probleme.ae indonesia, Polestine, K. rea, Greece, Triecete and Kashmir
/have demanded

MORE
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have demended and received attention,

In the Economic and Soclal fielde ya'have‘made certain ﬁr?gr?eef The
Speclalized Agencles have done much solid work, and the Economiétggd Soéial
Council, with ites Commiesione, hae prepared the way for a.lpng—régga.progfam in
many different fielde. ' E;

I cannot glve you a detailed list of accomplishments at thie time but fl
should sum up by saying thet mch very valuable o:ganizaticnal work haa_been done.

The Trueteeship Council hag sterted ite fine wp?k_qn behalf of peoplés wﬁi&ﬁ:
do not govern themeelves. T

But I muet point to the other side of *he picture and give you & warning,

The United Nations todey.ie not what it wae intended to bé.. Tt Mombers ave
not doing 81l they could be doing to make it work.._ j

We have falled to take definite action on probleme of great and urgﬁnﬁLim;.
portance =- the control of-Atomlc Energy, the prpvieioq of armed forces to serve
the United Netlone, the reductlon end control of conventional armemente. B!

The Security Council has often failed to reach clear and effective déciaions
becausge there hae not been full agreement among the natione which have permanent
seate on the Council -- the Blg Five. .

The Geueral Ascembly has not been ae effective as 1t should have been because
the governmente have been unwilling or unable to agree upon practical measurce
for putting the reoommeﬁdatione of the General Assembly into force.

Many recommendations of the Gesneral Aasenmiy have never teken effect.

It ie clear that ithe preetige, the autbority and the effectiveness of the
United Netione ee a whole demend that these recommendations of the General Assembly
comngnd reepect.

* ¥ ¥ *

I do not need to tell you a large part of the world today livee in fear of
agaression and war.

The very Powere which were responsibls for founding the United ' Natione are

bitterly divided among themselves.

[Ihe
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The constructive progt;am of éocial- and economic improvement, which the
nations have egreed to carry out through the United Netions, has been shoved to
one gide by political differencee. : |
g.ll_ I want to gay about these differences here is thie.
The United Natione was founded on the principle of world ccoperation. It

wes ascumed at San Frencieco that the netione were prepared to live together and

vork together ae good neighbore. They solemly agreed that this was thelr purpose.

We can only achieve full success in creating a decent world, for all of
menkind, 1f the nations work together in that direction.

To you young‘people -- and to all thoéé who care to listen -- I want to
repeat: | .

"We cen duild The World We'ﬁant only if the nations se a whole live together
peacefully and work together l.oyally ta-a realize the principlea cof the San Francisc
Charter." |

There 1f no other way.

¥ *

(HOLD FOR RELEASE UNTIL 5.00 P.M. (EST) SATURDAY 6 MARCH 1948)
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