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1~DDRE33 BY THS,lliRET~qY-GENEIhJJ BEFJRE THE_UNITED NltTIONS 

,:.3S0CI l.TI ON OF i':J ,uYL".ND 

Lord Bal tir'lor e Ho t el, Bal tinor e , rviaryland, 14 Se ptemoer 1947 

l1:.,;~~~--':I"'::'tt-~'1re well infor med about day-t o-day activities 

Nati ons I hope it n-1UY inte r est you, if I can gi ve you 

a pe rson~ of t he general s ituation a s I se e it. 

The first 'thing to be ~eported a t thi~ time is that the 

United Nat i ons or gG.n izati on, B: s outline d' by the Chart er, is now 

pr a ctica lly compl e t e a nd in working or der. 
, - \ 

The Se cre t a riat, which c onsists of nbout 2,800 internati onal 

civil s ervants, chos en f r om a ll parts of the world, ha s been 

est i:lbl ished on a perr.1anent basis a.nd its -wo rk is i mproving . 

, Our new headqua.rte rs site has been chos en. Within a fairly 

" short t,i n18 I hope we will have a ' per r:laEs nt home on th ~ East River 

in jilanhat to. n. 

I will spafe you t he d e t <J.ils of t he que sti ons ha ndled by 

the UniteclNati ~:~ns or gans. You will be int er ested t o know, 

ho'.1ever, tha t in t he' year wh ich en jed on June 30th the Gene ral 

il. s s embly he l d 443 Pl e n ar y and committee mee tings, the Se curity 

Council 347, t he Ec on omic and Socia l Council 168, ' the Truste eship 

Council 56 , and other Unit e d Nations bodi e s he l d 897 meetings. 

Altoget he r t he r e have been 1911 meetings. 

The me r e phys ical wo rk of or ganizing a nd handling th e se 

lileetinbS ha s been_ e nor mous. 

Al t l)ou gh t he Unit ed N~tions is still in its infcmcy, with 

only 20 nonths of a ctive work behind it, it has not been treated 

like a n inf'-'.nt by the Na tions which make up its ner:lbership. 

It ha s been cQlle d ~pon by the Governm~nt&to co~ider and 

t o t [,ke tie cisions upon 'many of the most <;!ifficult p,nd con roversial 

probl ems in our post-war world. 

(more ) 
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These problems have r2nged from Greece to ~tomic Energy; 

from Palestine to the que stion of an int e rn'::.t i onal security f orce; 

frOin Iran, Indonesia and Egypt to the tre.s.tr.:ent of refuge e s and 

the aspirations of the pecple of Wes tern Samoa; from disarma:r:ent 

to Syria. 

During the fevv mc,nt.hs of cur existence we have covered the 

world , in the pc liticEtl field a l one . With l e s3 fanfare 'de have 

ran ged over the world in our consiJeration c f econonic cmd s oc ial 

:Jiatters . The establishi.1en t of an Econordc ConuJission f o r Europe 

end an Economic COOI:lissi on f or ;isia and the F3.r EC'.st is of th e 

gr eatest ir:1portance. 

There have been sor,le successes in dealing with sorae ro litic-

0.1 prcbl ems which huve faced the United Nt .. ticns in the Security 

Council and the Gene r e.l fl.ssembly . Thc; re he.ve been Emny unpleasant 

failure s to reach agrcE;lllGnt in the Security Council . In SOl7le 

C2~se s where f ailure h2.s c~lre.:dy been r epo r tci , however, the fact 

is that the discu.s .: i ons are still go ing cn and C2..n be expe cted 

to go on f or SOl7le time t o co~e , with .s. poss ibility of success in 

the long run. 

Wh a t I want t o stress in connection with these pclitical 

qucsti ns , which have aroused so much 2t t ent ion ~nd have led to 

so much discourager:1ent on the p2,rt of the gene r D.l public, is that 

they have ?~ l been ,.lis cussed openly Md in full vi ew of the Norld . 

I r~gret that these discussions have often been aarried on 

in what has see!T,eJ to be an unfriendly [,nd uncompromising spirit. 

The determination of thE; Nations "to prc::ctice t c le:: r[,n ce a nJ to 

live t ogether in peace with one another as good neiehbo~s", a s set 

i'orth in the pre amble of the Charter , has e.ppaared to be for go tten 

on more than one occasion . Yet I am sure we all ag r ee th.s.t it is 

better to have had these discussions stageJ openly, in a f orum of 

the nati ons, than it would have been t o bottle up the aniIilosities 

which do exist . 

This ia no way l essens our obligation and the obligation of 

the Nat ions, under the Charter, t o work constantly cmd aggr ess ive­

ly for "better understcmding in the spirit of tolerance and g'i ve­

and-take . 

When we speak of the United Nations we are referring to an 

organization of 55 different NE1tions which r8tc.in their sovereignty 

under the Charter. 

It is these 55 different nations, working in and through the 

United N2ti0TIS , who decide upon the volume and the ch a r a cter of our 
work . 

(more) 
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If those ndt ions agree up'c n ·the need fo'r coop8'rc,ticn in some 

specia~. field w,e will ~a.v~ , q ?o: ~~t e.ffor~.,~? sc.,lve · (1" pro.t~~em . 
If they are divided among th er;lsel ves, for one reason or 

a.nother , and prefer not to work ' toge'ther, th~n vie vjiii not have 

that COli~on effort . 

J,ny so-cu.leq. SUCCf'ls~, or any so-c allEd. failure, of the 
, ' 

United Nations bo ils ri ~..:ht <.lown t o t he success or the failure of 

'-·'the r~8.t.ions ther~~.§.l ves' to work to gether cmci settle their G.iffe:r:~Eill=. 
c . 

It was our hope nnll our intent ion at the 'tiU8 of th e San 

Francisco Conference tha t the principle of SovE::reignty woulJ not 

fc·revent the lhtions from. basin6 a ll of their decisir_-ns in the 

United ' l~:o_tions u i)on the common interest. 

It is eert~inly ~ost urgent t oday that the principle of 

Cor.llHon j:~etion for the bood of all should be upper:nost in the 

minds and th e decisions of th~ ~e who t ake part in our deliberatiorn. 

The United N8.tions l:mst s erve as a constant speed-ccntroller, 

to prevent n[~t i enal interests from c~ver-riding the int er'ests of , 

0..11 hWJ2..ni ty. To an increas ing degr ee , our ;.ssel.lbl ies [nd . our . 

co uncils liJUst be dm:lin2,ted by the in€scE..pabl e and n;:;lentless fact 

. tPc:.t in this small world', we aTe [;,11 cl os e ne i ghbo rs who must 

live to~~ther ~nj work t ogether as friends . 

In the l ong run it is the, people themsel ves who will decide 

wh~ther 6r not this spirit will rule r e l at i ons between th e N2tions . 

Through' their vo ve:: rnrnc;nt s they will decide whEj th8r the Naticins 

are t o he lp each othe r or to' go their ind ividual ways. 

One Chc:uvinistic or insul<IT Di~(-1.ed pee ple may t empt oth er 

peeples to 8.",opt the S':,[;le attituue . By the same sign , even one 

high-minded , t o l e r ant Nt,ti ,)n , with a ' clear c O~11prehension o'f the 

interdependen~ e of 2.11 . Nttti cns , c an impel othe r , N[~tions to think 

und behave in the same ffiQnner. 

De cency is ecntagi ous. 

In the ·final 3nalys is this means that eve'ry thinking man and 

woman 2l:iOng, you , or a nyv.]-ne r e else iri the . \tJorld, ccm make a r eal 

contribution to the inte rnational order . 

(more) 



page -4- Pr ess Release ¥V326 

Ther~ is 1;1(1 sense in conce.-'3.ling ·the fact that the Horld situation tf.'\day 

is unpleascmt b0th politically and econo:Jlir.ally. Econo,nic reconstruction and 

improvement, on the scale required, is being sel'iously iL.peded by a political 

situation which shovlS rio signs of impr0vement. 

• 

The whole scheme of the United Nations for the settlement of controversies 

and for the relief of economic and sncial distress is being hrunpered or retarded 

by factors bey0nd our ~mediate control. 

I refer to th e inability of the Great Powers to settle the terms nf the 

major peace. treatie s. 

I dn not need to tell you, I am sure, that the United Nations itself was 

not expected to perform the role of a Peace C0n1'erence . The negotiat ior.s and 

conclusion of the Peace Treaties was left to the p~wers ~ediately concGrned. 

At the t irr.e we signed the S<<1n Francisco Charter in 1945 we fully realized 

that rrnjor issues were at stake and that conclusion of the treaties could only 

follow a painful and lengthy process of negotiation and concession . 

At the same tirr.e , we· hoped that the negotiat.ions could be undertaken and 

carried through to a conclusion in a friendly atmrsphere and with nl' unnecessary 

l~ss of time . We clearly realized that thl, political and econolaic picture 

of the whole world would remain affected and distorted until the Po\'!ers could 

come to a basic agreement on the big issues . 

For one r eason or another~ for rr~ny reasons which seem satisfuctory to the 

Powers , the negot fat ions have not yet led tc- a solid s olut ion .. Both EurC'pe 

and ... sia remain unsettled by the absence of such a solution. 

It is not for me to quarrel with the position of any power or any· group 

of pr)wers . I can only point out that these treaties remain to be signed, that 

it is the duty of the Powers to conclude them, and that the consequences are 

what they are. 

From the point of view of the United Nations and the ordinery penple 0f all 

the world every day of delay is serious . 

I know that I express the wish of people everywhere when I say that I hope 

from the bottom of h1J heart that the next meeting "'f the Council ,.,f Foreign 

Hinisters will produce p0sitive and satisfactory results" 

IvlORE. 
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It would be treacherous t b the whole idea of 'the Unit ed NntiolLs - a union 

brought about by war and dedicated to perpetual peace - to condone or to be 

satisfied with a chronic st~te of disagreement between the p~wers. 

I feel that I must say this in regard to the general situation which exists 

today. 

It is of great importance to l('lok at any political situation, i'-"lC.:luding 

the present one, with a sense of historical perspective, 

If we dn this we will often fiI1d that situations which, at first glance, seem 

to be "serious" or even IIcritical" · or no ;rl('\re than the crests of waves in a sea 

on which there have always been waves. 

It may be useful, at this moment, to compare the situation · in the world 

today, two 'years after the end qf the most complete conflict in history, with 

the situation which existed after the first ·world ware 

It continued, to a very serious degree, on s everal fronts for many years~ 

There was a whole sE::ries of SInD,ll wars OVi3r a large part of thE:: 0ld wrrld and, 

finally, even in the New W ('rId los s of life and blo()dshed were enormcus ~ The 

soch~l dist~bances which wars always bring with them were especially violent 

in their r:...anifestations. Then there cane an econonic crisis, both \If raw 

materials and means of production, whioh crippled enterprise and left millions · 

unemployed. This happened despite the fact that the actual destruction caused 
. 
by the first \vorld war was srmll compared tr- the drunage created in the Sec0nd 

world War. On top of all th~t the world experienced widespread epidemics and 

famines which claime d a fearful toll of human live s o 

Large parts of the w0rld were on a war footing or in a stnge of c·risis for 

nearly ten years aften the first world wa r wns fL~ishedQ 

It is clear that the situation today is far, f ar fron being so bad. True 

en0ugh the economic effects have been greater, because the Second World War was 

waged with far grenter vi0lence. 

Differences between the v l ctors, which always follow wars, are alsn evident 

every day. 

Still, in comparison with the period after the first world var, t.he econo-

mic and political disturbances of the world today ~re not in any way as 

sensational as many people make them out to bee 

However, astonishing as it may sound politically, the most important Big 

Powers are distinctly clos~r to each other than they were in the Twenties, 

"\,,...~ ..... 
' .. 
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'the "ddes~r(;;nd soci;>,l 3.cljustm~nts .Nfl.icl: have t ;-" ke.n pl.:.ce have found 

diffcrunt forcs. SOIIle of these problems h,,;,ve !:>-ee:n t3.ken in h 'nd by the forrJer 

culoninl 100;)le5, throu.:::h n·~tionc3.list,ic n.ovelLents for liber[.tion~ 

Hero, perhL:.!,s , lie · t:1C greater fossiblities of conflict today. 

Yet, wltil no,,!, the .. urely ,·:arlike cOD:fjlications have be<.;n fe\-: . nd 

of ~ liinor ciir4c.n.sions. In no iust;.cncc '.,.!ve t ;ICY t i.:.ken the form of o~cn "J<.tr bet-

ween tvJO or :...ore different n.:::, tions e 

If thc situ tion tod,'y is bctLer than it '~ ;.~ s aftGr' the first 

,,·.-arld '. I':r I .L'cel thnt " e can attribt;,te the f -<i.ct · f~rincip.'llly to tlw uno.ucstion­

able pro,sress which VolC hEtve J::ilde in intel'n;.)tional cooperation. 

This coo~ere.tion, on :... truly II BIebel II b~sis , is, in f :2.ct, SOl.:e-

thine. altotet ber nc .. ; 1:'.5 a ,detcrLining f uctor i:-! t nc tlff:J.irs of the ,;orld • 

.• fter t ho first "urld .a r ViC hui the LG'~b"UC of A', ; .-Lions but it 

\'Jas r€ ~~i;l.rC:ed b;):rl:<E1Y ~. t:)otJle e.s an .. 5sociation of '~~toricus i,O\/ers. This "~as 

the fcclir:g even tClou(:.h t .. :o of the largest nc=.t:'ons in the imrld ';Iore not l'1Gf,-

ber~. ,Jill tl,c:: f:.:..ct is t h!,t the LC3.[Ul! of i c,t.ions U(::.ver bec:-: . ,C [l. ccntr<'ll, r ~ll-

inclusive 1_01itic.J.l oru-:n • 

The r-eriod 'It,hien fol:O\'Jcd r:,~dc it clear, at the saLe tine, thEct the 

need for eoll!.iboration " fcl,S f~lt by everjTbody. 

Cnc ch[l.r 3.cteristic of the Twenties \125 the lc-~rt. e number of uiLlter;~l 

and r.Lultil2.t~ral nilitur,)i anu polHic'1l alli<mc8s encluded betllecn the ,n<:.tions~ 

but the devcl0t:i l~.;nt ~m;ard toV;(..!.rc cor~ .. on solid~rity \Jas ~rustratod. 

'lhe Cc."ocrC'cies allO\:ed the:-.s3lv3s to be l-cc r t aF,~rt bcc[.us ~~ t ::-1 ey 

haa not fOU11d COl J • • on ~;round Oil Hhich they could st,:,' nci. 'i'hev .~::.d found no ef-. ~ 

fective, cou. on ir!st.ru., cnt for collLbor'i:..tiorl. 

The ene: ies or i'3.scis ' ~nd na'2.is'" :";'ld I G:' rncd t ;':eir lc r. son. , S 

a r 3sult, even \.'hen thc3ccond '; "c.rld ·' .. ur l,'as r.: t its very hoL ht, t{ie~: re[;.ched an 

aGre;.;mer.t on a cou:-.on basis for l--e ,1.ce • 

. They cro.:lted the 0nited ho.ticns, t he organiz1.tion v:hich Lr?.dur.lly 

has bt:; b-,un to beCOl"c }:urt of the lntern3.tional life of every nation and has irc-

·pressed itself on t he rind of' the entire 1r\orld. 
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I do n ot w.::nt to s ay tha t th e Unit 8d N2tions organiz .::tion as 

such has prc vsnt ed a r epctit jon of the c ;.~ t astrophies 1.'lhi<h f ollowed 

t he first world wc:t r. 

The de cisive f a c t-or, I belie ve , is th.:. t th e irllporta nc e , the 

ne cessity, ye ~, even the s Glf-evi~ent ri r'h~~ of int ernatiorw l 

ccope r ation is now a ccept ed by all s ensible peo ple . 

This underst .:.nd ing expre sse s its e l~ t o~ay in a steadily grow­

i~g e conomic, pr a ct ical and political inte rna tiona l c00pe r~ tion 

in a l mo st [,11 fi e: l d s. We know thCJ,t all of the conferences which 

h c: ve bee n he l d hRve not been e qua lly succe ssful. Some of the m may 

hov e l ')oked like rec.~l fi c:t sc os. But if you <lI1a lyze deve l opraents 

\V'ith c c:.. r e you will f i ne. ' t ha t e ve ry nego ti ati on, eve ry meetir_g -

oven whe n the e xchange cf vi ews h as aeen im~assioned - ha s brought 

the nat i cns a little f arthe r t owar d underst a nding . 

hnd , a s I h c..v e po inted out, dur inG t he l a st year we have h aJ 

r.eClrly two t hous anJ i,L8c tings, of one kind or an other. 

It is on t he ba sis c f th.is de vel vlx.lent, s een in co nnection 

with the e ve nts of th is c entury, end a lso c;.,:. 2:. inst the backgr o und of 

(.c rlie r h istoric C',l t onJencies , th c:t I hc~ve CODl3 t o the conclusio n 

th;::.t, with the he l p of or J inary Ilie n t,n":' won:en all ov er t he world , 

pe r nam.nt pee. co and pr ogr 0ss can be a ch i e ved. . 

I h&ve n ot men ti oned scientific de vel opments of t he most 

r e cent years, even t h ou ;;h they t.1 one pr ovide ov e rwhe l ming 2r gu ml- nts 

in f F- vor of pe r man(mt peClce . 

I f eel t hClt the purely l osic&l basis for bel i e f in peace 

shculd be enou gh, especia lly whe n devel opments ar e s een in the ir 

hi s t oric a l pers pe c~~ve . 

h.t th0 S C?.LG t i r le , I f s-.;l t hat vIe must &cc ept the s t C:. t ement 
f' .co. • t 'd 1 d 0 ... r,ten 01. sClcnc 8 , tne. &ny gr eat war wou~ 82' to t he t ot a l 

de s t ruction of all t he netions wh ic h t ook pc:r t i n it. 

We a r e entit l ed to l ook f orwar d t o years of pea ceful d e ve lop­

Lent i n t he r el at i on be tween a ll nati qns. 

We IilUSt encour uge t hat devel opll1ent, u n i f orce its [;r owth, by 

g iving our l oya lty t o t he i Jea of the Unit ed Natio ns ane: our &ctive 

support t o e veryth i ng th E,t it uniert "::lke s. 

I shou ll l i ke t o conclude by quotinb the vlor ds of the Presid­

ent of the Un i t ed St a t e s, in his s pee ch a t Rio de J aneiro on Sept­

ember 5th. 

"It will t ·:Jce steadfastness of purpose, unrE:mitting toil and 

infinite p~ti ence to achieve our ~oel. 

"The Unit ed N~·.ti cns is not a temporary expedie nt. It is c. 
perma n0nt p2rtnership - a pnrtnJ rship among the peoples of the world 

fo r their comnon peace and common we ll-being. 

(more) 
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ilThe d i :ficultia s tha t we hElv e: e nc c·unt er ed in th i.s early 

rhasa in the life of the United Nati ons have not dis cour aged us. 

, 

On the cont r ary they ha ve increas ed our det e rminati on th~t it shal: 

succ eed". 

With tha t s p irit, l adi e s a nd gentleme n, t he United N(~ti ons 

c a nno t f ail. 
I as k you t o be lie ve , with Le, tha t it c annotf[~ il. 

x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 
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In spec\-:ing to you today about the United :: '1ti cns' I knew that I am talking 

to ' peopl e who C3Il be exp0cted to understand 1;Jhy the United Nations is ~trying te· 

do and to sympathize 1;fi th its m:)st basio pUrp()S8S. 

The aL~ of Life Insurance i s to pr ovi de s8~~rity to individu2~s and t~ their 

families. On a melSS scale you Emdeavor to pr(')vide security t;:; gr eat group.s (':) f 

people . 

.: (io not need, to tc-;'ll 3'~OU th3.t it is the. ai ln of the Urlited l·Iation.s to provide 
~:ics.l.e 

s ecur:..ty on a gl'Joal/to individuals, tn nations and t b the ent.i.t>; · world : s ecurity 

agrlinst w.:,:::" security agaiLst poverty and. disease , security against eccnl~mic and 

social distress . 

in Lile Insur,mce v~ork J ",hauld fe81 an individup~ ' int er i::J st in th":-,,?,Cl·k of the 

United Nations ar::l ,'), hL:;h degree o£' r esponsi b:i.lity t;-ward its success . 

In this ccuntry alone it is c st~.rnatod that you , w~o a r e interested in Life 

Insurance , come into daily bu~'iness contact wi:,h per~a:ps two million people . As a 

result Y("U consti tute c:, ~")erman8nt and hi ghly value corp~ d' am'bassaclol's', who C9.n 

w')rld basis . 

'J,t1ity . 

~:Lat I IlIould like to do tGclay is to survey the W")rld situ3.tion, as ' I see it 

fr~m my positi\'m in the United Natior.s J an<l to consider the risks which are involved 
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jn that situation. Then I want to t ell you what the United Nations is doing about 

the situation and what I feel that th~ LJnited N3.tions must do in the future to 

make certain that this situation, 'or <lIly oth'er situation, shall not l oad to ruin 

for us <ill. 

. First of all I hope y01..~ vfill excuse me for saying something ahout limy 

positi ·.m" as ,Secret1.ry-Generu ,d the United Nat ions. 

The United Nations, as Y'.:U all know, is an org;.nization of 55 nations . This 

organization was formed voluntarily at San Francisco by the fighting memb6rs of 

the. Unitod Natiolis. It "·ras design0d as a mea.ns by. whj.ch they could r egulato their. 

r el -:.tions with cne another anc~ continuo their collaboration with one another, and 

other democratic n3.ti(";I1s of the wcrld, in time (.: Peace . 

They dedicated this organization tv the ma intenance 9f peace, and tho 

prom:::tion of internation;'l..l cooperation; aimed at improving the s ocial and economic 

conditions of 3.11 hum3.nity, thus eli:nim.ting the very causes of VIaI' . 

This was no exclusive club or c2..ique. Governments :repr esenting many colors, 

races, and creecs and. IT.any di~fer8nt political S;)Tstems, went into it (.pen-eyed, 

solemnly determined to p:ractice tolerance and IITu.tual con3idoration . 

In order to allcw the United Naticns t·~ accor.:plish its aims elC'..borate 

machin3ry was designGd. ThO nest importcmt parts of this nachinery were the 

Gencr:ll Asscrrbly, which ordi~1a'ri ly meets once a yea:r a nd gives general directi VE:S tr 

the organi z8.tion as [!. .... Jhole, thd S.)curity Council, the Economic and Social Council 

and the Trusteeship Council, All of which mc:et pericdically. 

'i'he r e WA.S also established a permanent Secretariat, which nOI" consists of 

roughly 2,800 international civil serv;mts, tr) :l.ssist the General Assembly and the 

other orgnns of the United ~hti:)ns in carrying out their work. 

This Sicrvtariat is r ecruited from all c)untries which are memb ers of 

the United Nations . Its me!.:bers .:1l~8 int ernational' civil servants . In their wor k 

they a r 8 r equired by cur r eg'-llations tv give their full allegi<l.nC'e to the United 

Nations , without tak:L'1g instrt:cti~ns from their 0 1,m £,oVerni11.tJnts. 

Thoy arG the scrvanto of 55 differ·zmt countries , or rQthe r of a cor.ununicn 

cf 55 nations , In my capacity as Secr8t~ry-Gcneral and tho ~ead of this body of 

int'~.rll::..tion3.1 civil serve..nts, by the j0im, dGcisi" n of .;.11 the Unit8d Nations, 

I am obliged to be impartial and equally considerate of the rights ftnd views of 

all n:"tions making up our membership. 

(MORE) 
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It -'ay S Je:l to ,:lane pecple .::-.t SOJ:.8 ti:"es th:'ot such r-t positio~ of neutrality 

it C~ll1 be d:'lficult. But tile rule is that we, in t.ee United N;:tt.i ons .secretariat , 

shall be i npartial and I c:m assu!'e you that v{e inter-d to c~Je:T our instrJ.ctions. 

.L' 
vile ene~T)y . 11 

I enph".3ize these f'lcts about the ch'3.rp.cter of the Secretari'li~ and of the 

Secrt.:tilJ.·~--Sencra.l because thoro l:Jns b.oen SO;:18 .:::onf'J,sion bet ween their position 

'lnd l;,oat 0f th e reople w~o re:_recent inc!ividual goverrunents at the United Nations 

delibe:r:.:-:c,iol.ls nnd; cOGseq'13ntly, are free to tJke definite positions on contro-

Ijiher: I spef.?k to you tod~,y I do so, noL I1S a Nc r ... ;egian or as il life-long 

Social fler.-.ocrat, but as an intc,rn::.tional s~rvant, ~"hose first loyalty is to the 

Hor~d CO!.1'.:unity . 

OUJ. job, on bt1h2.lr' of the :Jnited i'lat i ons as a whole , is to view things 

wi t~1 clear eyes , to bury o'..::.r :r::rcjudic es, and to do eve:-;:rthin,g in Ollr };O\..;er to 

de3tro~' other reoples prejudices . The hon~st dif:::'erEnces '(.;hich do e:~ist between 

the n').tions - -:nd .,hicD are :-,ound to arise i'r0L'1 t:i;"e to tiJ~le i!1 the best of 

circu::~staDces c"...'1 only be settled ir: a decisivE.' ,:',anner if "re do a'!-'rTop.ch them 

in [',n objGcti ve mmr.o:::' , witho'!s Y'l.ssion . 

I vr'lnt to ask :70U t:) ,;o i n vrith !,.e in lookine; ,t theviorld t oday in this 

Hay . 

First let us C0i'iSid T the C'l.UJeS of the frictions wd the diff8Tf,nc8s which 

nov! civide the n?.tio~lS , both thE. ll:l::ec1 i att:; causes and the lonG r3.nge caus es. 

S'2('0nQ ~;orld ,;:1.r. 

Tl-:',:.t ,ar ca'J::J'Jd colo csnl drstruc ,i0n and loss :)f life in lilan:/ countries , in-

clu.:,r~.Jlo bot:-: Uk vict~)l'3 ~..r(J thos. V,lJiC:1 ... ·ccr3 de:eate;d . I t destroyed v:eak economies 

,;nd it :-leJ.vily d'3J,1-':1,f.cd r;.;CCDf);';.lCG which ,J8:::'G r'1irly stqble hefore the Vial'. EYen in 

the C~8C of such 1. rlch 'md hiS;hl y 'Jf'.veloped cou~ltr:i -'1.3 the United St1.tes it ca.used 

It c\lrta::'ls":' civilin.n r ro iuction c,nd 'it the Sa,ik) time it destroJ'ed I'larkets 

'oy cl-str(\~-ir. the merns Hith which people 3.ud nations ('ould purchase iSoods fron 

one ~nother . 
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it Cc:.!'Xlot be surpris:i..ll~ that such a war left in its >-Take a group of tired 

nnci. confus2<i ndions ) poverty-.stric~en but deter;~Lilled, in the pride of vic t or y , 

to <iefend theifiS elves a,~ainst further intrtwion or even re::lote thr eat of 

intrus ~.on~ . 

l<~very one of then> qu ite n(1~Jur11.11y, w:.s dcter.-:lined. to de':end the inter ests 

for i'lhich it consider ed thc.t it had fought. 

The .actu·'1.1 end of hostilities cr e .ted ~)ther problems which could not 

have be8n fo::ceseen in all (:.£' their proport i ons beforehand . Vaccums left by 

tne obliteration of Fascist or' i'J:1.zi govertll:lents attr<lcted oP,,~osinr. political 

J.nd econo[aic elE.l':J.ents fro:- 0'1 tside . Pol it iC'l1 1:lOV6,J£mets which had been kept 

une.er the lid for l1any Y0:'..rs fOllnd vent J in:'~.l p1.rts of the world. 

Thus it w~s not astonish .. n~' that the pcst- vrar w::.rld. was 11. scene c·f confu-

sion ::md dissension nnd disc:ErI:..:2ment , 11.S well ~s pOvert;y mld vlholesale distr-ess • 

. lith our Experience fror.:L tho First ;~~)r1d ~h.r ~'Je lille',., that some such thing 

i'lQulct ho..~-,pen . Considerini the violence of tht:: Secon<i ,iorld E:lr vie could not 

be very icucn surprised b~' thd violencs c;;f the aftoSr:.lf'.th . 

But there were other factors WhlCh :ldded to the tUrI:J.oil c:.nd which had been 

for~otten, t emporl~ rily, in tile contest for merl.) existence., 

H 1:/8 look bo.ck to tD(' ;i,;,~lS befort- the bGf :i..nnir,,,. Cif' thE.. ''':.:.r ill .G'clrepe we 

will reme:nbtr t~,.:~t ccono ... ic as '{Tell LS p61itic ',1 trou:)les ",xis'sed even then . 

SC.,it;; of th(~ pr·:md8st of the: '1f~ticns su.fvred from both kinds of difficulties 

[.rid T.:o..de no secr",t of the f.:lct. SJ.ch difficulties v'ere ),1[l de c.l1 the r.ltJre 

obvious becaus(. gov ern .. E..!1ts ',ft-rb crt11i!W L10r", and Dore upon their resourc es 

TOQi.y t,1t, n :tions ~ire conSGCiU,mtly cteC1::".~n?, witll double trouble : an acute 

COnLi-l'1 __ ti~,n of l(')ng- st:.ndlD[ difficu1tit;s and the violent, .:.tcute problems 

brout',ht by war . 

It \lOuld be fooli,sh to l.lini.lize th,,~se problens, '",hE:.ther they be po1itic.:ll 

or .... conorr:ic . 

J.t, i-;oulu c.:. so bt.. fooli;:;}} to :1l1D"i1 these prcble:ns to l[~1.ke us loso cur heads . 

Tl"}t; t: .liJ.E. -co do is to lflul-ce c. iull invent0r:;r 0:: thl,;j'l and then to f"l ce them 

In crder '(.0 undermand the role ~f the LTnitt:d Nations in this whe-l e complex 

of difficulti8;:; it Just be upderstood, first of 0.11, that the United Nat i ons 
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was nevBi. ... -€~::~c~ted to pl':1} the role · of a PeacE.; Con.fel~unce~ · It !:~~ understood, and 

still is understood, that the ,Pec:ce Tr \3aties wera to be ne(;otjn.ted by the former 

, In the f irst instnnce it was up to th'c Big Pc..wf;rs to decide lJ,pt:n the t",rms of 

thos8 trcdies and to put them into effect . This, I must emphasize , was to b e done 

outside the fram(;work of the Unit sd 1\'.3.tions .. 

J.t W3.S (-UT hope, at the tlli1e tile Chart er was signed at San Francisco in 1945, 

that these tr8e .. ties ",[ould be conclu.ded w:L:chin a fairly sho::.~t space of tine and that 

tht.2;'/ would ':;:'or;a the b.3.sis of a general p01it ic:~1 and economic scttl er1ent in 

Europe .3.nd the Far Ee,st" 

'lIe realized th~t such a settlement wO:Jld be necessary if the Unit ed Nat ions" 

~I.S 0:. itit4r l d Organization) vIaS to fulfill its liany objectives , You C3.nnot ma inta in 

.3. PC2C(:; until you h~:vo established Pcace~ Certi:. inly you C'1.nnot hope to est ablish 

full t;conomic sooperation between the nations unless you have a p')litical basis 

for such cocper':..tion. 

Be"nomic order is IGrgcly dl;pBndcllt upon jJ'..;litical order J just as p::;litical 

o:cder i s l a r £:,:'31y de,rendent '.lpon econoJ:lic orderj> 

Onfor tunat tjly for the wcrld it has b08n L':lpessible fl1r the Big Powers to 

sGttle u]:'cn t he t(;rms of th~ major l)eace tr8aties 0 Freauent attempts tQ settl e , ~ 

the dU'fia:ltio3 stomdinc iii thE:: way of those trl;aties have) so far, not been 

succ8ssful" 

It is not ~ 'J- functiol~ tu crit:'.cize ths Pow-ers for their inability to arrive 

at <m·'grcu;:10nt . IJe 1:1Ust r ccogniz;e t hat Sork1E:: of the qUf.;stions are: fundQDental and 

thnt concessions by the d i ff..:;ront pm·i\. rs a r e nost difficult for thUEl to concede . 

,Jhat pc~pL; are entitled to ask ) at the Sar;l8 t:L-:.e > is th<~t the Pm-lOrs shall 

continue to seek ('..[;r 8c:}lcnt wi th onu another cmd sh,':i.ll never lose s i ght of the fact 

that agrecnent is absolutely necossJ.ry to the ";:')rld o 

Fr0I:l the p -:: int Gf vi ew ~f the Unit ed Nation s it i s sirnpl y not conce ivable or 

tolE:.r :c..ble that the ~~orld shall bE:: divided pCTl~nently into severG.l groups or campso 

Such a state of Clffnirs) if conti{nL:;d indefinitely, could only lead to polit ic[~l 
<'lnd 8col1::>mic chaos .:.n.j bring endless suffering to the peQple c 

So, I repeat, the pec..ple ar e entitled to expect all goverrJ:18nts Gcncerned tv 
pursU.e the path (' f cc,:-reG;:lBnt, r elentlessly nnd in the sp irit 0_ compromis e and 
understanding, Qntil'}.[r8e,1ent if) -r eached. It would rclin everytlnng if a.ny 
[;nVer ffi:,ent , or any g;coup of gov vrf'.lT1Gnt s, dec i d3d th2.t it could affcrd a permanent 
l'lc k of agr e8!:lent . 

I S3.y this knowing t h'lt many consc i entious £lnd woll-menning people in many 
lands i~'-'.ve grown t ired of a r gumen t and 'a r 8 t empted to 'call it off . 

I h,':.vc> mentioned this lack of D.gr eement bec.:mse it deserves full a ttenti.nn 
and becc.t...se it has a serious er-fect ~pon everyth~g that the United Nat i ons , as' 
as organization of 55 d ifferent nation-s) can du. It also aff cctG the well- being 
of every nation individually and eVE:: ry man , woman and child on earth . 
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I must 9.dd i mmediately that I r egard this as a t er:lFor a ry stat e of affairs . 

Al thongh there • .nll always be d:'s s.grocments of one sort or another, between the 

nat:'ons , I look fo:'Wa:::-c1 ilj.th 8,bsolut e conlidE::Ilce t o t he d:lY l,vl1en the mo st basic 

and dar:(mgi ng disagreements, w~1ich exist toda:r J will be resolved. They will be 

r esolv ed becaupe t hey mus t be resolved. 

In any case, !3.nd I say this in al'1.. seriousness, 1 cannot nak e :nyself believe 

that· this situation will be allowe0 t o lead to another w:J.r wi thin t h8 foreseeable 

futur e . We,:in the Unit ed l~at i()ns , '3.1'e }Toceeding on tile rock- bound tl18sis that . 

thel e T'mst £§..Ycr bt~ QDothcr W3,r. 

Ev t::.rything th8.t I kno1-l, ironl oo.serv;,tio~, froe: the L.'1formation at Liy disposit-

ion) Jnd iron [olY cont,q,cts with the l.cadel's t~· .... the people of the I';ations, convinc68 

me that no country w·ith the power to Iil.3ke \-iar r egqr ds war .<lS a practical proposition; 

nOvl or in the future . 

j~s fo r the present and for the ii':l"'ledi.3,t ·_ future I can .3.do. , without f ear of 

d· . .:. sI;u"S G , th-o..t nr; cxmtr y on e.;>.rtll can toler n.te another 1Jar, even 'within the linuts 

I 

of .i'l:cfare as we htlve known :Lt in th8 P3.st . 

l~y ir:c.1wdiatc pr c;occup-:t:'on is not t~3,t the air of ;10stility which pr evails in 

so I.k.ny qU.'lrter s today ;rtay l~ad to "Cn actu31 armed conEict of b10b",J. proportions . 

My grcatt3st concern is ... rith the effect i.;~ich :-.1is'lr:o.erstanding h.<ls u:r:-on the whole 

sC!1eiLC of \-iOrk enviss.g . .;rl b~· the :.hn ?r;::ncisco C:l':lrtcr. 

I n tn" best 0 f circlL-:1.st.:'.,nces we bave eno'lgh \.;ork l.aid out fo::.~ ,~s to consume 

the b<.Jc:t brains <'.r.ct the cOI1~~le t e (1Dcrgy of all Goverrunsnts , working in absolute har-

.~s I h:>.ve .J.lre'l0y ;.oint3d o'lt , social and economic conditions 811 over the 

'.rlorld rsquired cr'lstic 'ltter,tion t.lven befor e thE: Second ·World:o..r . Even the r.os t 

modern ::lJlG' pr03f-(::rous countries h'ld l~.rge masses of und ernourishod , undercducn.ted , 

poo.:.~l:, housed pe0ple, suffering from lack · ofpro}:cr I •. edic 'l.l 3.ttention and other 

prj,vileeos \-!hich are requirod for normal , dcct-:;llt exist ence • . The poor er and mo r e 

back .... J,:'].'d co'mtrics sufft3rcd frolil conditi ons which wer0 :.t disgrace to their follow 

uen . 

1'od::-.:)" tIl"" ;:tver :lt';c st'lnd ,1.rd of conditions hilS gone from b'ld to worse in many ---
cOtd:tries, £'ro::1 rd.ser ?'ol c to impossible in others . 

It is tLe job of the United Nation G, through cooperation and mutual a ssistance 

beh'I'3Gn ?ll of it s member countries " t o t"l.ckl e these conditions 8,nd to keep on 

t ackling them, year after year and gene r ation, until we have given all humanity an 

(hOFIE ) 
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ive C::Jl cnly begin t o do this joo with tht': g,)od 'tIill ,1.nd the c"r ncst coo;>er:t-

ti::ln 

contrib~tlo::1S b~)· their governmeDts in the councils of t~e Unit ed No.tions and its 

alJ.:'€c1 'lgencies . 

v;o r k for its long rar.ge P:'06l'1:ll . 

It i s net: y inten·~,2.:;n tod'W to give y:n a co:npl atc out,l i ne of Unit ed iht i ons 

activiti es Sir.CE the f:: rst Jl:odL ng of th <.) G-: '.]1'::].1 "~ssembly in LO:'ldon 20 :1:ont hs ago . 

The fact, L" :z ,,,ev\;.r , t!lC,t cur ol.'g3Iliz1tJ..on is IiOvl 1.T o.ct i cnl ly conplE.tc . All of 

t he var::'ous Or;JJl3 J inch :.ding the G~nt'rJ.l "\sserr,bly , the thr ee c01.:ncils) and th e 

m.:lny co:tr:tiL tCes ':lGd cO[r~.issiGns \vor:dng ur..d ':3 r those bodiss , h-'v8 done an i lymenSe 

bct~"'2cn ,Ju.ly 1 , 1946 :1:ld th e SCl.!":',C C"ltc tbis ye[,r , the Gener al .;s s errlbly had 

1",43 rlemTY "lnd C')n'JrJ.ttCG r;;(;dings> UlC Secur ity Council 347, the .c;conomi c and 

Socir:,l Ceur,eil 168, tte 'l'rlJ.stt~LsLi:v Cmmcil 56 'lnd Cl t ner United r'Jo.tion-s boc.i es 

897 ::-.sctinJs . 

:U: -:.11 :;f tlws8 :~lt;cGin,;s h3.ve not b:"o'..:ght p03it:i.ve n~3ult3 I [lust &sk you to 

rCT[t<JD.bc;r t~3.t tliG Gnh<..d J:htions h"'!.s be3:1 in opcr?tion cr.ly two Y8[1TS and t hat its 

pr ogr 'l.':: :i.e> so v"'}.st i n cxtCj'jt that it '\Ifill t~1.k8 gen:;raticns to ,'1.ccC!.,plish . 

v;') -'re n:.> I;.0Tt.' E.Dtitlt/l t,) 'oe r.iscour..,ged today th;?n '",/8 wer e during the Wa.r 

d i fficult. ~Jc ,I.U3t i ,-'.c!l it, vdth th0 SU"Jc' cCl01 l1e ds ':'iV1 br'lY2: he"'r ts 'lnd the' Sqm.8 

spirit, of 3'lcrifice w;lich brcu~~t L1S victor;r in ti:,18 of. :fr~r . l~nd he r.lUst face it 

It Car:0 into 0e;!.r:r; as the child of our strug~le t o the dec..t h against a COITh":lon 

(}I;.ORE) 



- 8 -. M/321 

enemy. It is A. perr:k'ment orgcnization with an im~,eJJ.illg, long-range program 

of hwllaTl bBtterment. , 

Differ0nces \ihlch now exist or which may arise ;:·etween the Nations IilUst not 

be '1,llowed to prevent this cOI,lmunity of nations , \'Jor!:i.ng as a corrununity of nations 

frc;:-. fulfill.ing its many dities to ma,nkinrl . 

',;[e' fully intend to maintain Peace anti to luake thA.t ;:'e-?tce worthy of the itlen 

ancJ women 'Nho suffered to win it. 

I aSl\: you to join DC i n this confiofmt detQrrr.in&f ion . 

C!iUl'ION: Hold for r elease on delivery ·"t 11 :00 A . }t~ , (ap.r:l'ox . ) EDT , 'V;edn8sday 

10 Septemb8r 1947. 
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. " 

~RESS OF .HR. TRYGV~ LIE, SECMTI.RY-GEN:&1w.J OF 'l'F..t: UNITED N ... ,TIONS, OPENING 

THJ:!; \WORLD ST1.TISTICc~ CONGRESS,., .HOTEL SH0RBH.i.h , WiiSHlNGTON,. D. C. 

S September, 1947 . 

It gives me great pleasure to welcoDe you i~' this opening meeting of 

the Horld Statistical Congress on behalf of the United l'i"ations. 

Your presence herE; testifies to the importance of the occasion. It 

confirms the belief of the Economic and Social Council and of the Statistical - . 
~ 

Commission that the tlri£ has cOli18 for the statisticians of the world "LO take 

stock of ?resent activiti~s in this field and to make proper plans for the 

·future. 

'The t~sk ahead will require the combined efforts of all countries and 

of all organizations . For this reason I mil very glad that it- was possible:) 

to arrange for concurrent sessions of the five i.llportant professional groups 

which hav,-) schedule r: their 'technical and business It.eetings in conjunction 

with the rae ttin8s of thl9 ,~orld Statistic_~l Congress . ":On hehalf of the ' 

.l!.;cono;.1ic anci Social. Council I warmly welcome the delegates to these 

or~anizlltions to all the meetings of the World stitistical Con[;ress o I am 

confident trJCit these organi~"ations will find it possible to work 

.- . 
~-
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cl~sely with the United Nations in t'he~£a~~ ;;i ,building and improving the . -. ~ .. '" ... . 

statistical ,machinery fer ' inte~na.tionai c~~pera.ti~~. 

The mission of all sta tistital organizatj.,ons in the years ahead is a vital 

one and an urgent "ne. 

The free exchange of information on economic and social affairs among all 

countries in the w~rld is absclutely necessary to economic and social advancement. 

We cannot cure our troubles unless we know in the first place what thoJe tr~ubles 

are. Likewise we cannot achieve internat ional understanding, which is 'the basis 

of 'advancement, unless the peoples of the v~rld are given the facts about each 

other. Nations are now too large, ecc;.nomic affairs are 'now too complicated and 

too ~~~~~_ inter-related for us to rely upon the accounts ~f returned travelers 

fnr our informati('ln on economic and social progress. ~le are much farther upon 

our course than we were in the days of l'iarco polo and of CRptain Cook. There 

is no substitute for facts, for clear and systematically ~rganiz6d fact~. They 

alone can be relied upon to measure resources and the possibilities for pr.l"gres s 
, 

and to direct policies and actions designed to achieve the objectives of all 

civilized peoples. 

Facts are just as important for the United !~at ions and fer the intGr'-govern-

mental abencie~ which are oeing brOUGht into relationship with the United Nations 

as they 4r~ for a national gov~rnment or for the mana~ing directors of a large 

business entorpr,ise. The larger the 'organization and the more oomplex the 
pr~blems lAorith which it is confront~d , the morG nded there i s ' 
for comprehensive and up-to-date information, systematic~lly o~ganiz~d and 

fre61y available .. 

I must emphasiZE: what must be considered the three indispensable characte-

ristics qf statistical systems adequate to support and direct economic and 

sqci£l.l progress.' In the first place, the statistics must be c'>mprehensive and 

time~y. They must be as comprehensive as the problems with whicr. we are trying 

to deal . They must be sufficiently timely to ~ecord the current status of 

conditions in periods of rapid change. Sta~istics which are not up to date 

are of little use in :dealine- with current p~blGms. 
~ \ ; ~ 

Secondly, the statistics must ,be carefully organized. By this I mean ,that , 

they must be ccmparable from time to time and fr()IIl place to place. This prr~blem 

of comparability is especially acute when we deal with the inter~related preblems 

of many countries of vastly different characteristics. Difficult as the problem , 

of comparability is, it must be solved. Unless it is solved we will be seriously 

HOR.E~ 
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handicapped · in studying and dealing with pr,:blems on an international scale. 

Finally, it is ebvious tbat statistics must be freely exchanged between 

0.11 ttose "';~c are work ing on ·c:Jmrnon problems. 

Acccrdi.:1g to these standards, which nobody can dispute, the position today 

is nowhere near 'satisfactory. 

The wcrld is olily nmV' r8CGVering from a statistical bH.ckout of nearly ten 

years duratiqn. The free exchange of statistics on economic and social trlmds 

and curr6nt d~velQpnents w~s ·made impracticable during tD6 war for security 

reasons, even amcng those cO'.lntries whose statistical machinery cc'nt inued to 

operate . In many countries which suffered the devastation of ... /ar, statistic.al 

machinery ceased t.o operate cmd is now bein; painstakingly rebuilt. In many 

other countries adequatE.; stat istical ma chinery has never existed. 

It is : shoc~ins to rlO-alize that no statistics worthy of th;; name exist for 

prrybably half of the world's peoples • . Noone knows exactly how many people there 

are; hew they m:lke their living, or the chc1.racteristics of their social, ecc.'Uomic 

and political institutions o 

There is igncranc G about the e conemic and social res~urces available for the 

development of 3:deq\iate and dignifkd standards of livinS, ignorance about the 

most elemental facts that would highlight the c~mdition of the s0ciety and 

p()int to possibilities ~f i'1lpr(lvement. 

I do not mean to imply that those concerned are unaWClre Af the usefulness 

of statistics . I only want to emphasize the tremendous size of the tusk which 

must be undertaken in your field if the world is to r 8.':1.p the advantagt;;s of 

/ conc ert€d action upon important COmMon pr~blems . 

It is obvio\ls , of course, that an adequate statistical sJTstem is to a high 

dec3ree dependent on the pf'll1.tical and economic vrganization wittin a given country. 

Nevertheless, the dGvelop~ent of statistics in the areas .where . ~hey Fre lacking 

is c.ne rof the ur~ent tasks to which vr8 all }.lust give' uur' best att~ntion . 

',ihat of tte oth6r half of the world's· p0t;lples about whom some stattstics 

are available? Here, too, ther~ is n~ room fer complacehce.' rhere are 

possibly 30 cruntries which .:have reasrmably accur'ate stat 1,.st iC,5. ('In·. the ~lemt;ll1tal 

facts cf birth and death; cnly about 25 cwntries have attempted to make even 

crude estimates .jf their national inccme. In many countries no st.atistics are 

3.vailable about education, health or sanitation, a1:lout the amount and utilization 

of manpower or of agricultural and industrial resources, and about the host of 
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other . economic and social factors which mustb0 In0asured in order to define the 

" 

problems v/e wish to Golva . .8;VGn in cuuntries that are considered the m~st advanced 

w(, ;:.1'ten kntlw more about the number , condition and pr''Jgcny df livestock than we knm; 

about human beings. 

I have mentioned befere that the time is cpPQrt~ne ~or the statisticians Clf 

the w~rld to sit ·d(:n'm .. togethe:r; to look aheaq to the problems they j ointly face 

in c.rganizing stat.istical work in countries and in arc:as of economic and human . 

interest where they arc lacking . The time is :r:-ipe to spvEod c0"pera~ive ,wl)rk 

upnn measures to promot e comparability of statistics fri_m place to place and from 

tiJne to time.. 1;'hc ti"'1e is ripe to e.sttiblish channels for the widest p~ssible 

exchange amcnt:, countries · of the stat istics themselves and of the methods and 

materials which produce the statistics . 

In convenin~ a ~hrld Statist:j..cal Con[rress , the; Ecc·nomic and Social Ccuncil 

was aware ' of all the factors I have muntiohed . It was altlare that the work .. lhich 

lies ahead of the statist iCB.l offices of the Internat ion8.1 J.gencies must bo done 

cooperatively and in full recognition of th0 needs that it Iflust serve . ·The .Coun-

cil wished to pr0vide an early oppcrtunity for a discussion of statistical 
at 

problems and of th.E;l methods we have/our disposal for their soll,..tion:. 

The programmes for the meetings hav8 been arranged to prcvirie the fullest 

account possible at this t ilJle of the statistical activites of the United Nations 

and the Specialized Agencies and to provide a · crr/ss section of the most irr,portant 

developments in st,ltistical work nf the nat,ional government,s . The progrrunmes 

will emphasize the needs for statistics by the int0rpational a gencies and th~ 

methods the a Gencies are using to . meet these. ne.ds. The United Nations is 

consci0us of the role of leadership that it must assume In drawing the attention 

of I'1t)mber ' Governments to_' urgisnt ·statistical pr~lems and ,."f the initiative it 

must take in seeking sQ~utions for them . Ip addition) the United Nations will 

welcc;rr.e requests of Member ,Governments to be of every possible assistEmce ('In 

all natters dealing with statistics . - on matters ran[:,ing fr0m those on , tne , 

content of national s:t::l.tistical pro:grarrrrnes ,to those on effectiytl st-atistic3.1 
. ," ! '" .•• . .' 

mdhods and prQcedur8s . In dischargL.'1g these functions the Ul'):1tE;3d ,rY,;ltions Dlust_ 

draw very hE::avily upon the experience of, the national !3tp.tist.ical offices •. 

HORE . 
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I am convi.'1ced that the Unitc:d Nations, with the g enerous participation 

6f mE:lllber geverrunents and Speci.:;.lized Agencies, can Luke B: significant and 

unique contribution to the statistical knmlledge cf the wcrl9. . The importance 

of this c0ntributlon is not lessened in apy way by it s t e chnical natur~ and the 

fact that it l~cks the drama which makes nmvs:paper headline s . The progre9s 

that I confidently c0unt on will be 301id and permanent . It will advance 

the 0b~1ect ives '.;If the Unit0d Nati:Jns and the interests of pellple everywhere , 

I am sure that the cbjE::ct ives of this Congr ess villI be ach i eved . I thank 
j 

you all fer coming and I wi sh you all succ ess in Y8ur w0rk , now and in the 

future , 

######### 
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ADDRESS 11' THE SECRETARY -GENEF.At ' BEFORE 
... ', . ~ .... . ' ,T.aE, aE.'~ALD TRIBUNE FORUM 

6 MARcn 1948 
.l':: ',I , , "" IN THE WALDORF-ASTORIA, 

' ,,, NEW YORK 

~ '., 

. ,I ~ very glad to haVe , the chance to be with you here today and to say a few 
:::-

thing£! ~Q ,you about the Un1t~,d ,Nations. 

, :,: ': I undere,tand that you have been diecuseing "The World ';ole Want" and I t~e. it 
. ) . .. 

for granted that The World you Want is nothing, more or less, than the kind of a 
. . :, ' .~ { . 

Wc,w~~., which the United .Natt.on~ ,itself has undert~ken to create. 

With t he help of your generation, a,d the generations to folloW, in all 

cou,ntries, it is the kind of a Worlq which we will have. 

We shail not create this world in one year or in ten years or perhaps in our 

l1fetiJ!)3s. , The gqal i ,e too hi.gh. . But we can lay the foundatione for such a world 

and it is the duty of every one of ue to make hie contribution. . " , . . 

To different ones of ,you, different t;hings about this Worl,d We Want are of . ..... ': . '. 

flp~cia~, importance. But w.e can e,ll agree ,upon its most important features ,. 
..... ' t 

It is 

desoribed clearly and simply in the preamble .of the Charter of the Un1t9d Nations • 
. ! .. 

. " It. will be a peacefu;t World, free fr'om Wer and the threat of War. In thie . . . ';.,' ..' 

World people Will enjoy the fundamental human rights and the fundamental ~ree~oms • . ,' . 

In, this worl,d nat ions a,n,d pe,ople,e '\olill work toget~:r ,to ,promote social prqgress 

and better standards of life. 
• • • .... f .,' ,It 

It will be a dece~t wor~d, in which both individuals and nations will ~e 

allowed t o live their livee in peace. 

Of all these things the first and moet funda~ntal one ie Peace. For without 

We cannot concentrate our thoughts, our 
, " 

energies and our resources upon building a better world. 

We must not oply have ,Peace but we must feel assured that peace will be 
, " " /permanent • 

MORE 
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permanent • . This means t~t We must have a etate of normal, friendly rel~tions 

between the many na.tions of the earth. 

Here, then, you have the objective to which the nations pled8Sd themeelvee 

at San Francieco. 

In the United Nations we already have the instruttent by which we can reach 

this objective, if tha.t instrument ie prqperly used by the nations. 

First, it provides a means by which the Nations can settle their differences 

in a reasonable and a peaceful manne~. In the Security COUDcil it has machinery 

for preventing and suppressing actual hostilities between nations. 

Secondly, the United Nations provides means by which the Nations can work 

together for economic and social progress. The Economi9 and Social Council with 

all its commissions, and the Specialized A8Snciee provide the machinery by which 

the nations can really build this New World. 

So we know what we want ane. we have the machinerY with which to make what 

we w·ant. 

Now what are we actually dotng with this machinery? How far are we 

- ) . 

going toward creating the World ~e Want'l ... 

These are questions of the greateet concern to you and to all of your genera­

tion, everyvhere: I hope that 'you will ~ek yourselves these same questions con-

stantly during the years to com:; and insist upon 8Stting good clear answers. 

What, I repeat, are we doing to create this new ~orld which we all want, 

which people allover the world wept? 

The anewer, 'at this present time., ie not the answer 'that I would like to be 

able to give you. , 

There are certain things on the credit Side. The United Nations Serves as a 

forum in which the Nations can air their differences. It is a place to which any 

?at10n, large or small, is able to bring 1ts complaints aga1net other nations and 

to demand satisfaction. 

Everybody must recognize that the Uhited NEtione has served an important 

purpoee in opening up and exploring situations which otherwise might have grown 

dangerous in secret. 

Such problems ae Indonesia, Paleetine, K~ rea, Greece, Trieste and Kashndr 
!have demanded 

MORE 
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have demanded and received attention. 

In ,the Economic a;nd., -So.Q,~al fleld;s 'We, have, made certain I>r~r~~E' ~ ,~~e 

Specialized Agenciee have done much solid work.' and ,the Econ0.mic ,and Social 
' .. ; -': 

Council, with its Comm1e~ion8, ha~ prepared the way for a . long-rl!lnge program in 
" .' .. . . ' . ~ 

many different field~. 

I cannot give you a .detaile,d list of accorupllsllm;:nts at thie tine but I 

ehould sum 'up by £laying that ~ch very valuable organizational work haS been done. 
! . ~.. '.~. '. ~; ,' 

The Trusteeship Counci~ .~~ started its fine work OQ behalf of peoples which 
", " 

: . .. " . 

do not govern themoelvee. 

But I must point to~he · C!ther side of i-he pict14re at:ld give you a warning. 

The United Nations tod{3y.Je not what it wae int€7nded to be. Its Members are 

not doing all they could be doing to make it work. 

We have failed to .take .. definite act:!,on on problems of great and urgent im-

portance - - the control of· Atomic Energy., the prov is ion of armaq.. forces to serve . . . 

the United Nations, the reduotion end control of conventional armaments. 

The Security Council hae orten failed to reach clear and effective decisions 

because there has not been full agreenent among the natione which have permanent 

Beats on the Council -- the Big Five. 

The Getleral Aseembly has not been as effect! ve as it ehould have been because 

the governments have been unwill.1ng or unable to agree upon practical maasures 

for putting the recommendations of the General AS8emb~ into force. 'i 

Many recommendations of the General Assembly have never taken effect. 

It ie clear that the preetige, the author1ty and the effectiveness of the 

United Nations as a whole demand that these recommendations of the General AssemblJ 

command respect. 

* * * * 
I do not need to tell you a large part of the world today llvee in fear of 

aggression and war. 

The very Powers which were responsible for founding the UQiteo ' Nations are 

bitterly divided among themeelvee. 
/The 

MORE 
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The constructive program of social and economdc improvement, which the 

nations have agreed to carry out through too United Nations, hae been shoved to 

one ~ide by political differencee. 

All I want to say about theBe differences here is thiS. 
, '-

The United Nations wae founded on tne principle of world cooperation . It 

was a~E'umed at San Francisco that the ne.tions were prepared to live together and 

.. 

work tO E,rether ae good neighbors. They solennly agreed that this was their purpoE'e . 

We can only achieve full Buccees in creating a decent world, for all of 

mankind, if the nations work tosether in that direction. 

To you young people -- and to all tJ'loae who care to liaten -- I want to 

repeat: 

''We can build The World We' Want ~ if the nations a.~ a whole live to@3ther 

peacefully and work together loyally to realize the principles of the San Francieo 

Charter. " 

There is no ather way. 

# # # # 

(HOLD FOR RELEASE UNTIL 5.00 P.M. (EST) SATURDAY 6 MARCH 1948) 
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