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Une of my pet theories 1s that people are or are

not strangers. It seems to have very little to do

with how long,or in a way sven,how well one knows
them,There 1s some intanglible quallity by which one
recognizes friends - perhaps too by which one rec-
ognizes strangers.-ometimes one knows 1t at once,
sometimes later,Une such experlence belongs toa

trip to Nassau,with my daughter Imcy and her father,
in 1919,1 think, We used to go to Hog +sland every
morning to swim,that being one of the most wonderful
bathing beaches in my experience,lnless you were
chased by a baracuta you could swim or float or dive
through the surf forever, There was a big old house

on the 1sland,overloocking the beach, ouse of some
pretentions to elegance in its younger days,but

fallen from 1ts high estate,aned used a2s a bath house,
accomodating all the days' bathers in its subdivided
lowliness,One of the most darling and homely old
negresses was in charge, She rinsed out the bathing s#J
suits and gave us cosonut milk to drink out of the #¥esi
shells,or the very delicate whiié gelatinous meat to
eat,and peeled oranges, twith a steel knife), which
were securely stabbed by long wooden skewers as thick
as your milddle finger. The oranges we ate leaning

over the balcony ralling with the juice dribbling

down our chins on to the sand below,and that even if
we ate quickly,revolving the stick with increasing
skill daily and making what were most likely disgustin;
suckling nolses in our zeal to get all we could. It
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across the lsland from the ferry-boat which
connected us with the larger island of New Suledents
Providence. & <any-raie Bhis kind old woman who
could nelther read nor write,who looked at least
seventy, served her customers honestly and politely,
never slfightinganyone,doing her lowly best for
everyone, Lvery day I talked to her when I arrived
and asked for a bathifygcubby hole, and again when

I was bidding her good-bye on my way back for
luncheon, Just a few minutes each time,but 1t

was evident that we had some sort of spirit kinship,
As I remember. we paid what we pleamed for her care
of sults,towels and for the oranges and coconub.

And then came the last morning. ‘e had our first

few minubes of conversation and #mutual comfort

in seeing each other,then the sea, then the parting,
I thirk that on that day Vernon and Tuecy and I were
the last people to go, and that there were no new
comers for the moment. This sweet soulf#t stood beside
me and put her arms around me and lsid her cheek
agalnst my backe She saild:"I may not kiss you
because you are white and I am black,but I want
yout o know that we live on the same plane,we have
& common understanding, ,a mutual affection. I am

an old woman,I shall not live long,and I may never
see you agddne If I lived forever I should always
love you;I shall never forget you,as long as I live.
‘ou have brought me joy and peace.Bood-bye". And

I shall never forget her, She had a wonderful,strong,
warm,loving spirit and an understanding of friendship.
Probably I should never have told you how I felt
about her,1f she had not been brave enough to tell
mes It was/[if she must tell me how deeply she felt
about me,how secure she was in her belief that I
felt the same way toward her,and that she recognized
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as T did too that the bond was & spiritual one.

T was as if one could all wut feel 1t as &
physical thi# tug,too,or almost see ite I do

not remembey her name,except that was "old Mary" but

T mow how she looked and how lovingly she looked
at me.
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trip to Nassau,with my.daughter Lucy and her father, ..
\A30 in 29,1 think. Ue used to go to Hog +sland every G
morning to swim, b ne of the most wonderful
bathing beaches in nee,linless FOF were
chased by a baracuta ¥oh could swim or float or dive
through the surf forever, There was a big old house
on the 1sland,overlooking the beach, ouse of some
pretentlons to elegance in its younger days,but
fallen from its high estate,aned used as a bath house,
accomodating all the days' bathers in its subdivided
lowliness,One of the most darling and homely old
negresses was in charge, She rinsed out the bathing sutts
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was all so good! There might“$% Y#sm ten to fiftgq
bathers there at a time,coming and going all day long
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