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|
LETTER FROM CAPT.T. W, cnanx:_m.
OF THE BOSTON WIGHTMAN RIFLES.

|We need offer no apology for the publication of a let-
ter intended only for the eye of a iriend when it con-
‘tains so graphic and vivid an account of the afaire at
Big Bethel. We are confident that Capt. Clarke’s letter
'will be read with much interest by his many friends.]

- CAMP BUuTLER, NEWPORT NEWS, VA,
June 14, 1861,

At last, by the happy accident of a strain, I am re-
ilieved from duty and able to write somothing besldes re-
quisitions and reports, and able to do something besices
lwhat I did not agree to do when I enlisted for the war.

On Bunday, May 27, in the afternoon, 1 received or-
ders to attach myself temporarily to Col. Packard’s 4th
Mags. Regiment and waiton him for orders. I waited on
{the Colonel and received directions to cook three days’
irations and put them 1n my haversacks, and report at
|6 A. M., Monday. The first part of the order 1 did not
lobey, beeause I had no ratlons to cook, and could not
|get. any isewed, At gix on Monday I reported with my
Pull | cbmpany on the parade at Fort Muaroe, and we
sm-bad for the wharf, went up the river in the Cataline,
llanded at Newport Nows, and oncamped. Our company
landed first, went up the road at double quick, halted,
front faced; the second section grounded arms and de-
gtroyed a rail fence, and then rushed through a corn and
‘potato fleld and searched some wooda for the enemy at
jonge, The regiment was then dismissed, and we waited |
{patiently for camp equipage and rations. Neither came.
Iordered a foraging expedition, and pigs, geese, turkeys,
chickens, green peas, new potatoes and various other
itrash: soon arrived “‘by telegraph from Boston.” No
{tents that night, and we slept in shelters of boughs and
rails.

Next day came tents for thirty-six men and one wall
tent for me. This accommodation lasted for ten days,
and through two rain storms, Lall the while being de-|
tmled af assistant engineer on the earth works, and su-
,perlntendent. of an excavation and brush sheiter, sur |
rounded by seats, In front ofthe ecamp, and construstor
lin chiefof a barrier of trees across the breach, now known
‘a8 Tom Clarke's obstacle. Thia prevented me from golng|
F&th&- Foet abouttents. -Genersl -Butler came -up-

‘ing this time, while I was leading a gang of woud chnp-
‘pers in clearing a shot way for cannon. The General
blew me up for furaging, but I explained that If tue
United States did not feed the men they must foed therm-
#elves, and that when they hadn’t their regularrations, I |
'mtcnded them to forage, orders or ni urders. He assur-
|ud we that I ghould have my rations afterwsrds, and
we have had less dificulty since.
| The presents from Massachusetta to us by tha bark
[Anna have been divided smong all the regiments in ser:
ivlee, Vermont, New York. &o., till yestorday, when a lot
of halibut, mutton and beef, unfit to eat, wasd given tu
ug; to be condemned by a board of oflicers. |

Siuce coming herd 1 have lost two men. One, McCarty,
shotneeidentally by himsell during an alarm, aod the,
lother in Monday’s battle. The alarm was ciused by an
wttack on llula tiaylord; my_tent boy, tho gamiest llt_LgJ
WMWHM R Southi-cover, by four
mounted riflemen, Gaylord’s mule wasg shot, and ke
seized an axe and tookafter the horsemen. lle was res-
cued by a company sent out after him, and eaie into
{emp. Thelong roll was beat, the cvmpanies came o
ko line, and two detachments were sent out to scouts
puring the alarm MeCarty onecidentally dischiarged
fanother man’s rifla, The boyswere steady as trees, even
(with this man dying at the door of my tent. [ ordereil
& corporal and two men to remove him to the hospital
tent, and when the men were dismissed, got some boys
and had prayers read to him: he died while the boys
wore reading the litany to him. They Inid himout in a
tent, with candles round his head, stuck in sword bayo-
nets, and watehed him through the night, and next day
they made a coflin for him oul of old boxes, and duga |
grave under a magnolin tree, and escorted him to the |
grave with the entire regiment, nearly all the New
York 7th (Stenhben), and detachments from the Vormont |
and Scott Life Guard, and the staff of the Yth Zouayes. |
I read theservice mysell, tho 7th Regiment band playved |
a«dirge, the farewell shots were dlsohmrged, and at quick
time we moved away. |

I'rom then ti1] very lately we have boen finishing our
work in tho tronchos and getting tonts and proper food
for the men. Last Sunday 1 was orilered to be on the
road from Camp to Hampton to lowd the advance on Lit- |
tle Bothel at midnight. Wao started;—38 boys and Bery'l
Morin ag skirmisliors, & boys and Corp’l Bacon as guard
ol the guides. Adjt. Btovens, of Vermont, Adjt. Walker,
of the 4th, Capt. Haggerty, of Gen. Butlor's stafl, bein
ronorally with the andvance guard; then nsame the ohap-
lain and myself, under charge of corporal SBanborn, of
Braintree, and my body guard. Next came tho firat pla-
toon in column of fours, under Licut. Norton, und the
second platoon under Lieut. White. Next came the Ver
mont detachment, under Lieut. Col. Washburn, five com-
[pinies parching by the flank;and then-the Massachuy
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MUSTER-IN RoLL—Continued.
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I cermIFY, oN HONOR, That this Muster Roll U—\h‘b‘ﬁthe true state of Captain WE CERTIFY, ON 0ATH, That ths figures opposite the names on this Roll, for I omrriry, ox HONOR, That I have carefully examined the men whose names
......... deih..... Company-of theY 2. J.geawidys. .. || valuation of horses and horse equipments, represent and show the true cash | are borne on this Roll, their horses and equipments, and have accepted them
- - ikt : I ; : 7 /
... for the period herein | value of the horses and equipments of the men, respectively, at the place of | into the service of the United States for the term of . /¢ 2004, & o0y JF
mentioned; that each man answers to his own proper name in person; and | enrollment, according to our Bonest) impartial: judgment., e e W, —. : ... from this
that the remarks set opposite the name of each officer and soldier are accurate LL s Lot day; ol g MRy et 186 /.
and just. Appraisers. |
_________________________ 2
' Sworn to and subscribed befors
Oominanding the Componyhs- || o (Fybea bt o Mustering Ufficer.
¢ : Mustering Ogicer.
DATE: DATE S M e N L DarR: .. ¥M=.. e L L LA
STATION: ; DPATION T Ll s STATION: ....{. £¥7 T L a et
DIRECTIONS 70 MUSTERING OFFICER.
) T Q9 * 1st. All officers mustering troops into the service of the U, 8, will take speeial care to see that oppogije every name; whether Officer or Soldier, are entered the State and the No. of the Enrollment District in which he was enrolled under the act of Congress, approved March 3,
(A' G 0. No. 21. ) 1863, (known as the Envollnent Act,) by the Enrolling Officers of the United States. S

2d. The Mustering Officer will see that four copies of this Roll are made, three of which he will retain: the fourth will be retained by the Company Commander, or, in case of Field and Staff, and ¢ffcers and men mustered into service separately orin squads, by the Senior Officer,
Non-commissioned, or the Private standing first on the list of persons so mustered in, to be handed by him to \eTS0T! who musters them or him at Lis next muster, that the new Muster Rolls may be properly mude out. The Mustering Officer will dispose of the three copies rewmined hy

Lim as follows: He will semd one Lo the Adjutant General of the Army, one to the Paymaster General of thy pApmy, sud oue to the Adjutant General of the State to which the troops belong. These will be sent as soon as possible after the muster-in.
X L)
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