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Copy of letter received from the imerican Chember of Commerce of Tempico
SOCIIJC

Tampico, Mexico.

Mr. J, A. Brown,
General lieneger Transcontinental Pet. Co/,
City.

Degpr Mr. Brown: :

I heve been thinking letely thet the Americen Chamber of Commer c
should msake eome spprecistion of the greet public work which the lete
Thomas ¥ Clarke, consulting eangineer for your compeny, did for this
community.

It seems & pity thot vsuch & useful 1ife should have to he ended
80 ©soon. Meu of this type are very scarce ; who would rether do & good
work for someone else than stick strictly to the sterner sid- of
business and thereby moke themsel ves bet ter off fineneoially sre very few
indedd, and we, as & body, express our sincere sorrow at his going.

Of course, you, in your executive position, know of the works
which Mr. Clerke started or contemplated. We csme to know him more
because of hie work in the yellow fever compeign and the diagnoeis
of ths city's water needs. The speed with which he organized the
yellow fever cempeign and got actual work of fighting the mosguitoss
eénd cleaning up the entire community of Tampico end Tuxpan started
wag vexry worthy of note, and shom the clear thinking €ype of brain
that wees in commesnd of this,

You probably know slso of his contemplated work of instelling
bouys off the Tuxpan reefs snd outsid: the mouth of the Psnuco River
in order thet shipring might to seved amd with it many humen lives.

I have telked with his esc ates in the work of dredging the
Chijol canel end they &ll spes ighly of hie efficieney in carrying
on this work, This =% - 80 muck under our notice, but we know
how keepi rafflec qpen betweon Tampico snd the

lowar fi Erlé.E‘

It wee e pleasure to see ond know & wen who could teke =171 this

outside work for which no pay was received snd et the sam timg give
true service and attention to the business in which he wes employed
by your company.

In token of our sincere eppreciation of his public services end
effort for cormunity welfaro, we wish Jou would send a copy of this
leSter to his wife, who hes our sincere sympethy in her loss.

Yours very sincerely,
{". c. L'.

Robt. E. Sweeney
General Menager
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Tampico, Tamps,, Cctoher 165,19203

Mrs, Thos, W. Clarke,
Buzzards Bay, Macs.

My dear Jane::

As Miss Robinson wrote you, tha 0il Associatiog.on Septegber
24th, appointed me Manager in charge of their Campadgn against Yellow
Fever, in Ptie 011 Fields, Tuxpam and Tampico, This has kept me very busy;
some days from seven o'clock in the morning until ten or eleven at night..

] We are endeavoring to stop the spread of yellow fever from:
_TuxPam where there have been sixty-three cases and over thirty-four deaths,.
We have expected that the fevermjght spread into the oil fi#ldds as well as
to Tampico, At present we have hadonly two cases in Tampico, both origi-
nating from Tuxpam; one man dyving, and one- getting well, No new cases
have been detected since the twenty-third of September. It id hard to
say whether the success in controlling the disease in Tampico has been due
to our efforts therein; no doubt we have been of material assistance,

You will see by the letter-head that the committee is come
posed of Dr, Cuaron, who represents the Mexican Government, Dr, Stubbs,
who 1s technical adviser, having had a great deal of experience with
yellow fever epldemics in Mexico and on the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, and
myself ,as Business Manager, dictating the policy of the 0il Companies,
and managing the work, The 011 Association has appropriated
$150,000.00,U. S. Cy.,for this work, with more to oeme; if it 1s necessary;.

The work is very large, and means an attempt to eliminates
the Stegoymia Mosquito which, as you no doubt know, is the only means of
Spreading the disease, When we discover a yelllow fever patient, we ime
‘mediately remove him from the room, and screening him thoroughly, and
-then continuing the fumigation of the whole house, a block, and a half of
2 block on the opposite side of thet street,

The Stegoymia Mosquito is purely domestic; it does not
breed in pools 8fw water or on the ground, but does breed in containers,
such as buckets, five gallon cans, tubs, pails, Barrels and tanks,

The mosquito cannot spread the &lsease except under the following condiw
tions::

The mosquito must bite a sick patient the first three days
he has the fever; it then takes eight davs of incubation before the mosquite
15 in condition to spread the diseases that is, if he bites the patient on t
the fourth or fifth day, he cannot contract the disease, and if he bites
anyone in the first seven days after he has bitten the fever patient, the
person bltten cannot contract the disease, but after the eighth day he can
Spread the disease even unto the third generation,

) The female mosquito 1s the only one that bites; the male
mosguito does not live on human blood, but on pollen and fmmit juices;

. the female cannnot lay her eggs until she has had human blood, as they do
not develop. e female mosquito lays about thirty eggs at a time; these
hatch into ldva, being about three days in this stage, and then change to
pulpa at the end of three days, emerging as #&fullefledged mosquito.




_ For the, last three weeks we have had abcut tkree hune-
dred men working in and around Tampico, cleamkig~up back yards of all
rubbish and filth; some yards, no doubt, being cleaned foxr the first tin
time since the city was started, The fiith is terrible, Some of the
men are at wokk oiling all the poole of water which cannot be drained,
and emptying containers. The situation 1s very bad here, because=
there i1s not water enough, and everybody collects what water he can in
barrels and tanks. These have to be inspected and pdled in sn endeavor
to ki1l the 1d¥a. We are ocarrving on experiments with fish, hoping to
find the fish that we can place in the wateR=tanks and cisterns that
will eat the 14%¥a, We have found a few, but near enough to supply our
reguirements,

Last week I went to Tuxpam with Dr, Cuaron, t®csee if we
_could arrange to gquarahtine the city. After a conference, at which the
principal authorities of T uxpam were present, we arranged to wlose
‘the city, nobody being allowed to leave, unless they underwent a six
days! cbservation, We believe this necessary, because the disease iss
in Tuxpam and might speadd to the o0il fields which are directly north,
or to Tampico, by travellers or persons who might by infedteds 1f
the fever should break out in the oilf fields it would be very diffia
cult to control., We are doing everything in our power to avert such a
catastrophie, as it would mean that the men would floukinto Tampico
where there are no accommodations to care for the men, and it would be
very difficult if the fever came from that direction, We have
plannned to establisk a camp for two thousand men, wheme we can put
them cbservation for six days before they can come into town

We have the active cec-operation, in our wqrk, of the
City Governsments of Tampico and Tuxpam, and the Mex#ban Federal
Authorities, both military and civil, so there 1s now werk reason
why our work should not be successful. The United States Government
Bublic Health Service has also sent Mr, Leprince, a mosquito expert,
who was in Havana- with General Wood, and later in Paname. His help
.ds going to be of great assistence to us,

Iiam glad that you have fixed up the house and am sorry
I will not be down to Buzzards Bay before you go up, but perhaps when
I do come home, we could go down for the weekGend, Am glad that nothe
ing was broken when you moved, although I was sure,with your careful
management, and seeing stuff loaded persong@ily, that everything would
come through alright,

I em enclosing séme newspaper clippings from the local
papers about our wokk, which you, no doubt, will find interesting.

Am glad that you saw Mr, Pettingell and Mr, Wooly and
that they had encouraging things to sav about my work here, Am sorry
that Mr, Wooly still hase the fever,

With love for KatMeidne and Fdith and yourself, I am,
83 always,

This work means that I am not doing anything except taking care of the
yellow fever work. I will probably leave here about Nov, 1, and
should be in New York Wy the 15th, at the latest. I will have to une
deego six days! quarantine at the Border, before I can enter the U.S,
Vhether I will come to Boston first or not I do not know. It de-
rends on how well Iifeel and how tired I will be after the long

RoRy t'rip
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