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Who's Qfraidofa
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VIOLENT
FEMMES

Gordon Gano - lead vocals, fiddle, electric and acoustic guitar

Brian Ritchie - mariachi bass, electric bass, slide bass, celeste,
marimba, jews harp, vocals

Victor De Lorenzo - tranceaphone, trap and electric drum sets,
stompatron, percussion, vocals

With the release of their second Slash album, Hallowed Ground,
the Violent Femmes are sidestepping all the ballyhooed comparisons that
greeted their debut Tast year, and stake out striking new ground. And if the
critical response to their first record was just slightly short of the Second
Coming, then Hallowed Ground is sure to extend their reputation with even
stronger, and more controversial, accolades. If anything, the Milwaukee group

has upped the ante with a set of songs that are disarmingly honest, and still
pulse with a new density. The Violent Femmes are obviously more ready for
action than ever.

By now it's near-common knowledge how the band was brisked off the
streets for an opening spot with the Pretenders, and quickly got a quiet but
devoted following who embraced the gnawing starkness of the Violent Femmes'
first songs. No one could quite put a finger on how all the diverse influences--
'50s doo-wop, garage band simplicity, elements of the '80s new music--added
up, but the band's music had no trouble finding a place in their fans' hearts.
It's as if all the swirling sounds that twist through the middle of America
found three pairs of receptive ears in Milwaukee, and through the miracle
of modern imagination, out popped the Violent Femmes. As for their name,
it's Tike the famous saying says, "If you have to ask, you probably don't
need to know."

A year of highly-acclaimed appearances followed the release of their
self-titled debut LP, with most reviewers falling over their typewriters
praising the group's freshness and strength. One Los Angeles critic even
pulled out the "World's Greatest Band" comparison. First recalling past -
recipients 1like the Velvet Underground, Sex Pistols, Clash and X, Mikal
Gilmore explained, "This weekend I'm willing to bet I can add to that list
an until-recently unheralded trio out of Milwaukee called the Violent Femmes.
(They) have recorded a fierce, unforgettable debut LP for Slash Records

(over)



that's as immediately commanding as any rock 'n' roll I've heard in years."*
Other writers weren't far behind in blowing the trumpets for Milwaukee's finest.
Which brings us to everyone's favorite year, 1984, and Hallowed Ground.

A year ago, singer/songwriter Gordon Gano told Penthouse magazine, "The
spiritual side of things" is what intrigued him, adding "that's the only

thing that really lasts." The new songs, with titles like "Country Death
Song," "Jesus Walking on the Water" and "Black Girls," are a sharp-eyed
assessment of things spiritualistic, as well as haunting urbanscapes, personal
conflicts and other modern matters. They cover the mental gyrations of

an American original, with an open ear for mixing the spirited side of

folk music with a blustery but snappy rock 'n' roll edge. Joining the Violent
Femmes on Hallowed Ground are the four-piece Horns of Dilemma, along with

an expanded use of keyboards, banjo and autoharp.

Even given the excitement garnered by their first album, it's Tlikely
the new record will have Tisteners shaking their heads in amazement at the way
the Violent Femmes have redefined their own individualistic--and idiosyncratic--
style. To borrow a phrase from a previous summer blockbuster several years back,
just when you thought it was safe to say you'd found the Violent Femmes,
the slippery Milwaukee trio are making the new musical waters more interesting--
and inspiring.

*Mikal Gilmore, Los Angeles Herald Examiner, May 6, 1983

* Kk k k k k k *k k k k * * * *

Bill Bentley has joined the staff of Slash Records as director of publicity.
His past positions include music editor of the L.A. Weekly, chief publicist
for the PBS series Austin City Limits and music editor of the Austin Sun,

along with a ten-year run as the drummer for the obscure Texas band Lea Ann & the
Bizarros. Bentley will be handling press relations for all Slash artists,
and takes over from Susan Clary.
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ARTIST ENGAGEMENT CONTRACT

The undersigried enpapges the artist, hereinafter named, for the

engagement described below, and the performer agrees so to per-
form. "Aviut" thereafter to designate a persgon or persons com-
bired.

Name of Artist THE VIOLENT FEMMES
Perfo: mance Ddte.;r ﬂ,ﬁ-mwm 411 /‘?’ ;’F';ojcq,, e I 5’,}_

P Jom

Compensation of

(3 J26.00 )
Dollars to be paid in CASH on closing daLe of periormance(;@

Place of PLriormdncng)_“hi;uﬁ4X%LJ224ﬂf_ﬁiﬂzy_7ﬁ4ZLadu%;%129
Mpj s efe,
Spegial Instructions LMM&?@V_{/

This contract is to pay or play and is non-cancellable.
Failure on the part of either party to this contract to
fulfill same shall make said party failing so to do liable
for amount of contract.

The above-named artist is an independent contractor and
assumes all responsibility for withholding taxes, both
federal and state, social security tax and workmen's
compensation cbverage.

It is agreed that the artist shall, on no occasion what-
soever, serve in any capacity other than that of a per-

former on the stage, or in any area designated for per-

formance.

It is further agreed that the engagement herein agreed
upon is subject to proven detention by sickness, accident,
accident to means of transportation, riots, strikes, acts
of God, or any other legitimate conditions beyond the con-
trol of either party.

(B VIOLENT

FEMMES (CONTRACTOR)
FOR INFORMATION CALL: TELEPHONE NUMBERS :
(608) 251-5671 BUSINESS ( )

RESIDENCE_( )

COPYRIGHT 1981 Violent Femmes
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MUSIC

® Violent Femmes: Last time the Fem-
mes were here they sorta sounded like an
acoustic Only Ones. A verv interesting
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