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0.29 1933
I
Affirmation
I pray the Prayer of Communion with God,
11
Discussion

o feel in actual touch with God,- that is the
crowning joy of true prayer.We all are God8s children
therefore we walk in lonliness of heart until we make
our conscious connection with him,

All the world is seeking.People rush hither and yon,
striving to get one thing after another,looking for
happiness. All people, because of thelr very nature
must seek "the peace that passeth understandint."

ithout this the life must be "bound in shallows and
in miseries." But all too few realize their own
innate spiritual quality or recogniae the nature of
their need,

e might say that every human being is "home-sick"
for God,a wandewew on earth, until he finds his peace
and joy in cimmunidn with the Father. Is such peace,
such fullness of joy possible to all? It &s, because
0d is an intelligent, as well as a loving being. WE
are not shut off from the way to him, It is our re-
sponsibility to seek and to find the way.

nd so we say that the crowning experience of prayer

comes in a senpe of communion with the Father Supreme!

hy is this so unusual an experience? We have learned
that thought is the central force in our lives. We wil
therefore look to a mistake in our thinkingzfor an




answer to this question.

hat ideas about God prevent our havung the perfect
love, the complete faith, that casteth out fear?

Fear! That is a basic difficulty. Can we wash our

minds completely from the domination of fear? Even W
when we think we no longer fear God, we still are cag
carrying in the sub-consgious a welter of fear ideas,

[t has taken thousands of yesars for man to gradually
and often painfully free his mind from fear,-especially
fear of the anger of God, At dawn of history on this
earth, men were faced with difficultues and disasters
hey learned but slowly the laws whereby narure could
be controlled, Man's supremacy over things is ewen now
incomplete. But in ages past life was much more
difficult. Because of ignorance, superstitiln, human
cruelty, and natural dangers fear ruled the hearts ¢
of men. The easiest explation of all trouble was that
some enemy was to blame., It might be another person or
it might be an ecil spirit. Graduallmy there grew up
in the minds of men ideas of a multitude of spirits,

good and evil. These must be placated.And so it is thal

the idea of one supreme deity developed with inconceia
vable slowness. @&ven as late as the days of the per-
manent settlement in Ralestine the Children of Israel
conceived of Jehovah as little mo re than their loczal
and particular deity. He was the God of Israel.nThe
ods of the Philistines and Egyptians were real to
to the 3Israelitish mind. In Exodus IZ2:I2, we find the
writer quoting Jehovah as saying "Against all the Gods
of Egypt I will execute judgement." In Deutermony 6:14
it is written- "Ye shall not go after the Gods of of
the people around about you, (for the Lord thy God is
a jealtbus God)

hile there are very early references to Jehovah as

ord of the whible earth,the prevelant jidea was that
the Gods of the Philistines or others posieged'gome
power,even though Jehovah had more powerﬁlh%s idea w@
only slowly and after centuries of effort wiped from
the minds of the Heboew nation.

The idea of the loving nature of God has had an even
harder struggle. First,it came in the ldea that God
1oved a chosen few. Then, that he loved those thatu
loved him. Thence, slowly and with many failures, tce
an idea of the actual nature of God as loving. David,
osea, other prophets up to the time of Jesus rose
to mountain peaks of spifitual insight, from which
they proclaimed the trurh, conceiving the God of the
niverse as a God of Love.But it was Jesus who revolu-
ionized the thinking of his followers akout God.. He
knew the Father ss no other one before or since his
time. S teadily,persistently,by parable and@ metaphor,
by word and act, he inculcated the idea of a God of
ové exceedingly eager to bless every humanbeing.. He
based his teaching on his intimate knowledge of "the
‘aw and the Prophets",our 0ld Testmant.But his inner
and secret knowledgd of God enabled him to replace
the emphasis and to sweep aside the older,cruder ides
ead with cate his sayings:

Ye have heard it said of old time (Exodus 2I:
24)-"An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, but
say unto you, that ye resist not evil***"ye have
heard it said "Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate

thine enemy, but I say unto you 'lovd your enemies,
bless them that cubse you, do good to them that hate
and pray for them that despitefully use you,and.per=
secute you: That you may be the eliildren of your
Father which is in heaven: For he maketh his sun to
rise on the good, and sendeth rain on the Jjust and on
the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what




reward have ye? De pottevenfthe publicanscthe same?
nd if ye salute your brethern only, what do ye more
than others?Do not even the publicans so? Be ye there-
fore perfect, efen as pour Father which is in heaven
ls perfect. "(L stthew 535 44-48), Read also Luke 6:27-
89 and John I5.

ut older, cruder ideas were so flr.1} fixed that even
his closest followers did not get Jesus vision in igs
entirety. Throughout the centuries this teaching of
Jesus that God is always and to all a loving Father
has had a real struggle even to survive. But the

light has never been utterly lost. In our day more

and more people are grasping this truth. But even now
it takes a re al efifort to erase from our minds our
own mistaken ideas of God.

nd so it is that we need to work continuously to
cleanse the mind completely of our older ideas off God.
e accept the leadership of Jesus. Should we not so
fill our minds with his teaching that the abundant
life he lived and taught may flow through our veins?

e can not have perfect communion with one whom we
feel is a God of wrath and hate, oné wno crushes and
destroys his enemies..Jesus tqught that God was always
loving to all people- Matthew 5:45,

's there, then, no punishment for sin? Certainly,but
it works out in another way, to be considered later.
Briefly, the sin, the mistake itself, by the person's
own act, cuts off a proportional ndrt of the contin-
hOdb utream of God's lifegiving love. The res sponsib-
lity is with the person. Insofar as anyone turns from
his datker ways, cleanses his mind and his life ftom
his mistakes ane his sins, Just so far he begins to
receive the current of Divine forgiveness ane love.
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'he channels of his life begin to open
able to receive more of his share of God's abundant
life.

fhe degree of communion with God rests upon our degree
of faith and loving trust..We seek the perfect love
that casteth out feat..We wonder why our prayers are
not answered, when we havd nct taken time to under-
stand the igy in which the answer must come.

IT1
Application

any, many are writing that the fifteen minutes a day
with these letters ate more precious than they dreamd,

few are still having 4ifficulty to gquiet the mind
and heaty for even the brieff period necessary each day
o these latter, Il say PERSEVERE. Without spiritusl
growth, the life must be bound in shallows and ultim-
uteTy in futility. The self control gained in budget-
ing pour time, leading yourself to an enjoyment of the
quiet moments, 1n directing your gheyght instead of
being at the mercy of an undisciplined set of errant
idea, these qualities will affect your whole life,
mau even determine your ultimate success or failure.

SEVERE, in daily study. "Take time to be Holy.. Sp&

Speak pft with thy Lord."

Meditation

R@ad each day a bit of Scripture
(2 ) John I4; (3)John IB; (
6)Luke I2: I-22; (7)Luke I2:25-4

as follows:(John I3:
4)JohnI6; (5)JohnI7;
Oo"




After reading , take time to pray. Quiet the body.
uiet the mind. Pray, Thanksgiving and Praise, Penh-
tence and Forgiveness, Petition and waiting quietly
for ideas to enter the mind Srom him, increasing the
sense of communion. "Speak to him, thou for he heareth
and Spirit with Spadrit doth meet Closer is he than
breathing, and nearer than hands or feet."
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otsie darling:

At last a letterfrom my little girl
and you have no idea how much I loved it-for it has
been almost two full weeks since I have heard from
you and needless to say I have been a little anxious
but still I knew that if there was anything wrong I
would hear,

I am so sorry that you have had a colg
and missed out on part of your week end.Did you get
to visit Jane at all?You see I don't know just where
she lives so you must be sure and tell me in your
next letter,also tell me all about her family and her
home and did you enjoy being with her?

What about Vassar,did you have your
interview also, or when do you have it?You did'nt say
one word about Vassar, how did you like it and did you
see any one whom you knew there?Il think your idda of
majoring in music a very good one,if you can get the
right instruction there,Mrs. Mundy said that het
daughter did'nt like the piano instructor at Vassar
but as long as she intended majoring in piano she took
of the assistant who was afraid to tell her anything

shouldent have said that she did'nt like the instru
ctor for they were good friends,but she did'nt want ®
take the method she taught for it was 8o different
from the method she had been studying. You could talk
it over when you go there the next time.Mrs. Mundys
daughter had the teputation of being the most brilliar
pianist who had ever been at Vassar.

S0 you did'nt pass your examinations in
History*that was too bad, what do you think was the
trouble?Has it been hard for you right alohg? I do
hope that you are not overdoing for I don't want you




to have a driven feeling ag all for if you do you rI% }

can't do good work, and I would much rather have you h%;? to stop and rest., Daddy and I are going to the
take another year and enjoy your work.Are ypu still {ielgrg fgr %1nner tonight, last evening we went to
tutoring in french?You are evidently enjoying your 1 toberts for dinner and cards so you see We are
misic n'est pas?lam so glad 1f youiare. still keeping up the giddy whirl/

Daddy and I are expeeting to go down o e Now please do not let such a long time
the Russian Ballet Tuesday for the matinee and then - aﬁfe before you write again for it does'nt help me
come home for a party that Mrs.Thompson is giving to have very good nights,
that night fot the Child Interest Club so it will be 511 M _ Dearest love to my precious Lotsie,and
4 busy day for us. No I did not hear Milstein play, will Bry th*E.lﬂ she isnt better about writing there
" should have enjoyed hearing him.I do hope you can ©¥ 1 ol % EO goling away next year,give her my dearest
hear Ruth Sleucyynski,when she played in California e 5 aveTglveu Pauline your instructions about
she made the Conductor peevoked hecause she told him e brownies!
that he was playing a certain pilece too fast! Affectionately,

I have been readinp in the paper about
the very cold weather that you have been having in )%?/2222 oA
the east, you must have @elt right at home? Today is ~S J
simply beautiful,so sunny and warm but as you can 47-/$;éfz
imagine very wet under foot- on the way home from
chiireh I met Lillian and Julie and I asked them if

they had heard from you lately apdliklian said that /, 4 / /_ /2/4/
she guessed that she owed you a letter that was Just /V ﬁé %‘Cdﬂr/ ( P anis
in passing so I did'nt heat anything mére.They wae )?ﬁk -
played at a 1ittle program for the Ladies Working

Club the other day and Mary played the little organ — z Mé’% ,Z;E W
Clon wasnt exactly in tune with the fiddles but of yd M v /i?hw

course dont mention it when you write,Rosemary, Mary , a&a ;)( 7A Ai; | éﬁfw
4111lian and Julie also the girl who plays the cello. ;h%) ) Céﬁi‘ 2=
You would hardly know Hebe she is so {’7 M‘O y@w /iZ&/ 7 /

large ,today she 1ooks too darling for Marie gave her
a bath,she forgets herself once in awhile and we have
to scold her and then she runs to the basement feellm
very sad.

What do you think, I am going up to the
Washington School once or twice a week to take Short

a%dlani_Typ%g Jltag trying to write this letter with
ou ooKln 1 i as ke
g 's taken me so jong that I will
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- 4
S ~The-MWashington Monument, towering-5

. feet in height,"fathe highest stone structure j

2  the world. Seen either by.day or by night th /
z Monument is an impressive sight, especially so%\ ¢
= in this view with the famous Japanese Cherry

= Blossoms.
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