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Iittle Fails Hinnesota
_ Kareh 6, 1048

Er, Saul Morris £
156 East Adams Street
Stoekton, Califeornia

Dear i'p, Horpis:

Your very kind ang 0o 8 letter of the 28th of
February has been grateful and fully -appreciated by me
and by my femfly, 1 agk through a long period of
an active l1ife ¢ :
end stimulated those cherished memories that have elung
years., I presume this was due %o the feot that 1t required greater
efforte to carry on in our mountain home and desper impressions were
rade in oversoming difficulties that never hed begen met elsowhere in
my Father's business careor in Pennsylvania ana Jater on in Yowa,

I am 80 pleased to note in your letter that it seems to you that you
are addressing your lines to an old friend, and perhaps there is more
truth in that than imegination, for I do feel a vory Pfineé and highly
prized kinship with you on moeount of the fact that you were born ana
1lved in Chinese Canp as a ohild, and evidently as e ohild did many of
the thinge I d4d {n lay, with the limited opportunities that we had
for amusement and re i I am looking forward to an opportunity
of meoting : 3 aintance ang forsing a friendship, thougn
coming late in lirfe ong and lasting, !

I was born at Biue Guleh on Woods Creek anf we lived theres for
a while until we noved to a sonewhat betier ocation, namely, Chinese
Camp, You are right in reswiing that my Father owned the Eagle kine,
I remember mush of Blue leh, the Quartz Stamp #4111 with 1ts overshot
waterwhoel, our home on.the mountain side, the oarding house, Jimmie
Rolley's (the foreman) cabin, the stable where ve kapt our horse Logan,
eth : b

Concerning our life at Chinese Camp, would state that cuy home
was located in a very attractive yard, 5n the pight of our home,
Kire Eartin Bagcon had h 0  VIBY Wore very good neighbors
and friende, X think on the left of our home our good neighbors

and friends the Selinskis 1ived, . Z0RE Ly pleymates were Chinese boys 35
and girls and I can recall the OonveRience of the 1itle Chinete ‘boys . -
fosesber slominy LailL08 When I %ok a Pide in my 1ittle wason. 1 "
recenber -ﬂlé&fl;y‘::-,thaa-'-:n@iﬁroua—,_-z-al'im_oquqaremongqs and festivals.
$ho Chlnese had on {mportant ossasions and X vis o7 tne vailing or 7
the noige of the firsoracker, ote, 1 also remecber the wai ing of
'tha*tribaféfrﬁlﬁg&rzlndians that had e ganp on & hill back from ous
ome when old Indian Tim the Chier died. ¥Yor two or threo dsyh WAy
2ept up a cpntiﬂuous‘wniling - w - 1ika these words soundeds A A o0
Sreat sorrow and distrsss came to the Selinskis when a son wey [
-%gwnaa in & vegervolr, S e | N M
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You state that you were in the general merchandising dbusiness
in Chinese Camp. I tan remember a stors asross the street from our

home bubt it seemed %o me that it was run by one of the Ghinase_resiaeuis.

The Chinese were very friendly and seemed quite prosperous,

Ky Father and Mother made many trips on horssback, the only way that
traveling could be done, to many of the interesting points, like
Yosexite Valley, the Sequoia Big Trees, ete, I know I made a trip on
horseback with my MHother to Jamestown or Sonora from Blue CGuleh and

it was a great event in my 1life,

_ I have just beon reading "The Immortal Wife™ written by Irving
Stone, in which he gives an intensely interesting atecount of the life
of Jessie Benton Fremont, the wife of Oenerel John C, Fremont, the
pathfinder, explorer, and the man that made a great fortune from his
gold mines in op on the Nariposa, Their life in the gold mining
regione of California was in many respects similar to our own and

the information I obtained from reading this book created a great deasire
to contact someoneé or some source that would give me some Iinformation
of Chinese Camp and some account about what had become of the Eagle
Gold ¥ine and aleo the Shawmut ¥ine, Your letter, therefore, was &
wonderful fulfillment of this desirse,

I had written my brother~in-law, Fr, Huntipgton Taylor, of
Portlend, Oregon, to try and £ind some porson tg whom I could write
for some inforsiation concsrning Chinese Camp and Plae Guleh that would
be of real interest to me, Hp, Taylor wrote to his friend, Hr. Rossenfoos
of the \ Tumber Company. \

1 note in your letter that you have had close association with the
management in the operation of both the Eagle and Shawmut ¥ines, that
you have handled the payrolls of these companies for many years, and that
therse companies are still active,

You are vary thoughtful in enclosing and sejding me a letter and very

attractive and interesting information of the Chost Towns of '49 and
many places that weére outstanding in their wealtBy and prominent way of
the early days. X did not know that Sutter Oreck was s¢ near Chinose
Camp and that Generyal Sutter buillt a sawmill there. I notice that there
is quite a sawnill and lumber plant at Tuolumne,

Ky Father 1ocatsd at Musoatine after he veturned from California

where he wae at thd head of a larme sawaill end lusber producing company.

1 have been in the |game buglness in Blnncsote for mEny years,
- With referencs to our home in Blus CGuleh, I would 1like to siante
that we had a large photograph baken of the stamp mill, the home, eto.
and ny Yother; who/was quite talented as an ertist, painted a veyy Tine
pioture frox this photograph,; which wé have trepsured and velued
gonslderably all thése years, So I know how Blue Guloh looked at

thet time.

I wag ploahéﬁ;to read that splendid letter that your desr friend,

Phil Morgan, wrote you and X was glad to note the referaence that he made
. to Chinese éamp_ﬂ 4 the Chinese flaver that the storige had that he r@aé;&
A s B - _ AT A /)
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He states that the prettiest girl in the lounty, according to his
idens, was Orpha Houprse, whose folks lived down in Plue CGuloh and

he alep spesks of her father being & fine looking man with customary
beard in thoge early dayss I cannot reeall any yeference L6 the Hourse
Tamily, although the name seems familiasr. : Sar8 2 :

On account of your olose friendship with ¥y, Hoprgan, whioh I
can s8¢e was a very fine one for you bheth, I fee) that you should have
hlg letter and algo the book referring to the Ghost Towns of 49 that
he sent you., I hope that I can find a plee where I can obtain & copy,
for 1t is a very valuable account of these doparted towns that mark the
location of the richest geold ore deposits on the mother load.

Fre, Yugaer and I have just been reading the booklet on Choat Towns
and that part that referred to Mariposa was especlally entertaining, as
we had quite an eascount of it in the story of "The Immortsl Wife",

I have been wondeping whether Oscneral Fremont bedame sueh a rich man,
68 was related in the book. I would like to keap the booklet on
Ghost Towns a week or so and will return it to you later on, if that
ia entirely satisfactory.

- Ere, ¥uesger and I are looking forward to g8 trip to Stoekton _
Californie, and an auto trip through Tuolumne and adjacent Counties
where there is se much of historic interest to ug, “hile in Stookton,
we want to mest you end your family snd strengthen this fine friendship
that has been Torzed by your splendid letter,

all you have doné has been for my pléasure and satisfaction, I want to.
make a little Eiftidto you a5 a resembrance of &h}s oocasion and I hope
that you will acoqpt the small romittance I extblbse, for I intend to
give 1t in the kindly manner that you have givesg me so much that is of
great value to me, out of your knowledge of poits of great interest
to me and youy experience covering many yeara.f

I realize that yhat you have done has t&i%b youy time anl wnile

. Hoping to heaﬁ from you again in the nesr future and with my
kindest regards and best wishes, I remain f

| f
] I
; ’
i 8incerely yours, |

!

]

.-‘
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After b days, return f,
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¢ 608 Highland Ave.,
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After b days, return to
MES. R. D. MUSSER,
608 Highland Ave,,
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After b days, return to
MRS, R. D, MUSSER,
608 Highland Ave.,
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