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Pla}ed_ For  'Assembly’ “:12‘*@ : G

| Miss Laura Jane Musser: of ‘Lit={§
:\tle Falls played for ‘an .assemblyi

program ‘Thursday morning, :Jan-
|uary 25. Miss Musser: has studied

music from the leading musicians
‘lin New York City, and gave a con-
‘|cert in ‘which she played some of
‘lher . compositions, and also ‘the|
‘| compositions of th child prodigy. |
:| Miss  Musser’s explanation o er
| pieces,“and . the changing moods
‘|was very .interesting to the' high
“|school assembly. The group that the
"|students apparently liked  best,
was the group of selections by this
‘| child  prodigy with @ whom Miss &
| Musser has,been associated. It was [}
through Mrs. John Goodrich, who §
is a friend of Miss Musser, that she
was brought to the school. )
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My dear Laura,

Bless my soul - so the gal is camping at the Wsaldorf! Hummmm - sound mighty exciting and

what fun it ‘would be to sort o! drop in one O!' these days. But - this little gal can't get

nerself Bastward this year 'cause on 4pril 27, she is flying out to Tueson
on the new Lamb residence. 4nd I do mean "flying"! Yes - I'm going to leave all

do & little clend hopping. Imegine that! I think it's poing
don't have to become too intimate with the "burp cup"? I'll be gone
weeks and oh - I hope there will be plenty of sun to soak up.  After all
drizzle and rain we've been naving I feel more like & duck than a human being. DBelieve
this so-called Spring, ducks have the edge in old Minnesotaz! Seems like you never

venture out without & bumpershoot, raincoat and rubbers. vo ‘much for the big news anc

weather report. Wouldn't be a letter without & touch of the elements, would it now!

oeems to me that it's been & very long time since your gladso card was popped into
my mail box - but never the less, I did so appreciate your thought and egpecially
lines tucked inside. I just never seem to gather up enough time to have all the letter-chats

I d like to - but you should be more than certain that you are not being forgotten!

~

Let's see if ny news from the old home town. Joyce, Bunny, Marisn and Mar-

guerite plus me took in the ¢ lies a few week ends &go. They all breezed down on Fri-

day and we more than flew around t > few days. 'Joyce stayed with me and Bur

Marguerite. Marion stayed at her brother's, Suppose you know that

held &t the arena and in 'my way o' thinking, that place is just too small to do such a

justice., You can't begin to see the patterns that you can in the St. Paul Audirotirum
1imited in space. But - we had a gay time and enjoyed it so much.

The skating was mighty good considering the lack 'of male skaters and the costuming was beau-

Wish you might have been there, too. =#nd say - that would be & good date for next

I'm still eround these parts. How about that? It would be fun, all right!

as by this time - and is going take
a little rest at home for & few months. I think the gal needs it for she does look pretty

; job W it ting snd then she wasn't too happy in it anc
tired out. Guess her job was qui ting and en




1

makes a big difference, too. Don't mind this shift in paper - I'm at the office as you can
guess and I have to use whatever I can lay my hands on. 'Course, I could have been very gay

and written you on bright yellow copy paper - but I did find this, so it will have to suffice.

Babe Lalond has been having some trouble with her eyes lately - I don't know just what it is -
and she has been home for a rest, too. I think that was necessary before treatments could

be started. Hope it will clear up and not be anything serious. Lyes are so darn precious!

Eddie Berg is somewhere in Germany - no, I think it was france, Bunny said. He's in some
service unit so I imegine he'll be over there for quite sometime. &t least, that's what the
papers have been saying — if you can rely on them! Jack Kegan is still in England and all is
well with him. Joyce says he is a little restless, but then most men in that type of work are.
I know Bob is more than champing at the bit, but I'm happy to know he isn't in combat. Per-

haps, though, with the current developments, Germany will be defeated before too many more

months lapse. Lordy - how the world prays for that! I've been trying to hooe that Bob would

be back by the end of this summer, but then that's just to keep my spirits up. You can't ex-

I

pect anything until it happens, I guess. At least, you don't get too blue if you look at it
that way. Still - all this mess is taking such a chunk out of so meny peonles lives, isn't it.

Wish we could get it across that War doesn't pay - but I wonder. Seems like we can't lesrn.

=

I'm sure that you must have heard that Dr. smundsen ie married. There has been lots of chat-—
ter this way and that - but you know, Lotsie, perhaps it is for the best. He probably is very
lonely and needs compenionship - and I think it was all right, too. It's & chance for two
lonely people to have @ home and some kind of a life together and I don't think that is dis-
respectful to Mae. After all, you have to go on living, don't you. You just can't make hard
and fast conclusions any more. Individuals can't be lumped together under one set of so-called
thou shalls and thou shan't nots - as far as convention goes. Some things are basic and fun-
damental to your good and that of society, but that doesn't portend every problem that aris

Soooo -~ as I said before, I'm glad for him and for her.

h yes - I'm going to see Kosemary Olsgen Siefert while I'm in Tucson, too. I wrote her that
J g £ J )
was coming out and suggested that she try to come up anc ' week with us. And - Dbless

her, she went right to work on her chief and she'll be

I'm so anxious to see her 'ceuse it's been such a long time.




one of the finest gals L've ever known. She used to practically live at our home znd we've
always been very close. I know some guys and gals didn't think she was glamorous enough,
but all that tinsel stuff doesn't amount to a row of pins. ftogsey has so much more to her
than many people ever can acquire or develop. She has this marvelous accounting position
in the big Navy Supply Uepot at Samn Diego, you know, and I'm just so proud of her success.
It's so much fun to see & specizl friend maeke the grade, isn't it? VYo you remember Rosey's
husband, Pete? Perhaps you didn't have a chance to meet him, but he is in Germany now with
the 9th Army. My - but things are rolling along over there, aren't they. Each paper you

pick up charts new and pretty tremendous gains. Every bit is terribly encouraging!

I wonder what New York's reaction was to the passing of Mr. Roosevelt? I listened to so
much stuff over the radio that I couldn't sort it out for the world. It certeinly wes a
shock though. I couldn't help thinking at e time that Yad had said at the time of the

last election that he'd give the President less than & year to live. Well - he was right.
Fegardless of the fact that I didn't respect the man's principles or his use of power or

his political policies, I did admire his courage in the face of such physical handicap. Per-
haps we live to close to this period to judge it feirly, but now we have another era and I
have much hope that it will be the beginning of new opnortunities for America. President
Truman may not have the forceful personality or the same type of background, but perhaps

that will prove to be an asset. I have much hopes for what he will do.

believe and hope for his success, because it means the success of our country as a whole.

1t seems that he does not have & lot grandiose ideas as to his ability, from what the
commentators report, and that he tends to delegate power to men who are practical authorities
and experts. If that be the case, then this surely can be a greszt New Era. 4inyway, I hope

he will be given the wisdom and guidence to meet and fulfill his grave responsibilities.

0 many people seem to think that now the government will be more or less returned to the
people and its congress - and isn't that what the Constitution intended? I think it is.

And - that's enough asbout that event!

How are your Mother and Father, Lotsie? Do give them my love when you write, won't you.

I've slways been so fond of them - and of their Iittle rascal named Lotsie, too! Hope that

I'1ll be able to run in and visit them the next time I'm able to trot up to Little Falls,




City. VYo tell me

I suppose you are more than madly dashing around in t

and about the good shows you've seen. The Met is coming here the end of #pril
wish I could go. Dut I'll not be here. Guess you just can't have everything, cen you.
be coming down. My, but it would be something to see!

I imagine your family will b
enough time from the agency, I fear.

cet beck to work now. I'm snitched

Do write find time.
iluch love to you,




MACKENZIE, INC

431 CLIFTON AVERUE » MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA

Shirley K, Lamb

Belmont &pt. Hotel
1000 W, Frankliin

Minneapolis &, Minn.

Miss Laura Jane Musser

The Waldorf Astoria # 1€ B.
50th and Park Avenue

New York, N. Y.
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Dear Laura Jane,

My last letters were necegsarily sh
had little time, but also because ¢t
regulations governlng our correspond

ort because I not only
}[.@ were numerous strict
ence at that time.

guessed by now, I was "Ong the troops

Upon returning to civilizatlion where such

and newspapers are ava JaDle, I find that
n about us -- so much, in fact, that 1t
for me to describe any of 1t to you.

I can only say that I am profoundly grateful
controlled Mpy cpstinj that I have returned rh
and mentally sound (I think)...

ndered the idea of telling you of several
which occurred there, but 1t dawned on me
perhaps weren't funny and would not be

or by anyone not & Marine, I have been 1in
ng a time to be certain that my outlook
""I

nal sgtandarde of humor, I think 1t

ceration of fact, anyway. A case 1in
ry which, whenever recalled by any of
ughter....

a Javanese officer who had crawled 1nto

. Mount Suribachi decided to emerge from
his ni” § join his ancestors, Adorned in full
regalila uding a ceremonial sword (and a belt of hand-grenades)
he stde into the ! »nt of one of our bilvouac areas, no doubt
with the entic of aking as many Marines as he could with
him into v hnanu. He covered a short distance be-
fore.he vas ll#naeﬁ by a sentry who wasted no time in pulling
his trigger It is sald that before the sound of the shot
echoed from the rocky slope of Surlbachi, before the sentry
could reach his quarry and before the Jap's body had quite
reached the horizontal position, the boys in nearby foxholes
(souvénir-hunters, all) had surroundeé the Nip and completely
field-stripred him from cap to shoe: The luckless sentry
dldn't get so much as a button for his collection.

combat there are few things to laugh about,
explains why so many men hav sturned with a dis-
ed sense of humor, Anything 1 e: welv harrible or
eful automatically becomes
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FRENDSHW HOUSE o ‘ lﬁf\/(zt
34 West 135th Street /15 {/J, S _ Bk
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Miss Laura Jane Musser
The Waldorf Astoria

# 16 B
New York City NY.







8 West Walton Placs
Chicago 10, Illineis
Whitehall B398

PAX. ..

Dearest “riend, April 10th 45
My qirst concern is to apologise to you..and that most thouroughly..for
indeed it is almost unpardonable of me to have left your most interes-
ting letter,un-answered for such a long time.The only excuse I can and
an offering,dear Miss Musser,is that since almost January I have been
on"the road" a-lecturing.And when I do that my correspondance has to
wait for my return,which took place Holy week.So you see how things are,
at least I hope you will,and also forgive me in your kindness and under-

standing.

I am so glad that you visited FH in NYC and met my little spiritual fami-

ly ,they are a grand bunch.But what rejoices me even more 1s that you are

interested enough to offer your services,and indeed you are right,music
is a grand opening wedge into many strange places..for it speaks the
universal languagej,understandable and dear to all men,but especially so

to the Negro.

Your plan is very wonderful and grand,but may I askwould it not be sim
pler and handier to just rent a pilano or still better purchese one,for
Friendship House itself..Having worked in Harlem for many years,l know
from bitter experience Wwow hard it is to get Negro kids to go any place
especially into the big white world..They poor dears are somewhat sus-
picious of us white folks ,who alas have sold them so many times down the
river,

I speak so freely about"renting" or even "buying" a piano for us..only
because you suggested renting a stidio..a piano..and paying the carefare
all of which adds up to a lot of money-enough to buy a fairly good piano

even in our high price days..




Moreover,quite frankly,I am and would be terrible glad if YOU WOULD

COME REGULARLY TO FH..there is more in the place then what meets the
eye..and many a volunteer has found that out.You and we the Staff “orkems
of FH NYC would benefit by mutual and closer acquaintainship..Believe
me..l know what I am speaking about.For FH is not nnly a Settlement
House..A work for the underprivileged..it is so much more..for it is

for all those who work in it,or come under its influence,A WAY OF

CATHOLIC LIFE..

I was most interested in your wonderful avcount of how you came to

find out about the Nggro and FH..Indeed every word of your letter found
echoes in my own heart..With this difference,that being a russian by
birth and education I never knew what racial prejudice is..and so was
stuck dumb at finding mmm it in the USA when I came here..I consider

it an infinite privilege to work with the Negro..and my own life,as

are the lives of all FH Staff “orkers,is dedicated to one goal..that

of bringing Interracial Justice to America..

I will be so glad to meet you when I come to NYC.But in meantime
do not go to to much expense on the matter we were discussing and

think the other plan I suggested over..Will you please..And in

meantime write and tell me what you think of it,

Sincerely
Catherine Doherty

PS.How about suscribing to FHNews and sending our literature to your
folks in L.F.Minn.
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STEPHANIE RUPP
370 CENTRAL PARK WEST
NEW YORK CITY 25
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