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ROCKWELL KENT cenEmAL pRESIDENT MAX BEDACHT cEnewAL sECRFTARY PETER SHIPKA CEMERAL TRARASURER

@

CHARTERED 8Y THE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORR

INTERNATIONAL $sWORKERS ORDER

-\
80 FIFTH AVENUE ;ﬁé&ﬁﬁﬁﬁ NEW YORK 11, N.Y. + AL 4-7733

INCORPORATED 1630
February 19, 1946

Dear Friendj

Recently you recelved from us a oopy of our
Negro History Week Bulletin, Please accept our appreclation for

¥al

your nibrcu; in the struggle for the rights of the Negro peoples

M we take the llberty to bring to your attenw
tion the . fact tr e) der 1s at present engaged in a campaign
to help sécure the passage of the Lﬁiwur “rraf—le*c]l Bills,
S.1606=HR,4730 known as the National Health “ck,

Thi 4 5t RN to make it p
to enjoy the opportunity hf maintaining

for CG”PU1UO“" health insurance for ever amily in Aﬁérxca.

—

e Bl 18 endorsed by the C.I.0.,, AF,0fL,

and rolﬂr groups and “ﬁnv other organizations. To demon=
wide publ 1P PO the IWO 1s endeavoring to

at least ] { vﬂg~zu-~mn be prcscnth to the Senate

on Labor and . wWh Y i now considering the

May we expect your peratio s this worthy
effort? You can do so by signing the enclosed 1 tion and have
others sign its If you want more petitiona we sh . be glad to send
any amount you ask for,

With appreciation for your cooperation,

o

Fraternally. yours,
AM% Mfzpnv
T Sam Milgrom
General Difuctor of
Organization,

return the signed petition to this office,
SM




NEGRO HISTORY

feb.10-17 WEHK 1946

KKK BULLETIN IPPPPPPP?

ARERNRNNE

TRy A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TRUMAN (g

The following message was received from the President in response to a
telegram from the International Workers Order requesting a statement on
T 5
=t -
Negro History Week. January 18, 1946

I am glad to hear that Negro History Week will again be
celebrated. The time of year which includes the birthdays of
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, two great cham-
pions of human freedom, is especially appropriate.

The achievemenis of the Negro have been remarkable. It
is very essential that we have a knowledge of the past of a
people in order to understand their aims and aspirations for the
future. _I congratulate all those who seek to extend this knowl-
edge. Their efforts are most praiseworthy.

THE WHITE HOUSE Very sincerely yours,
WASHINGTON (signed) HARRY S. TRUMAN.

LRI
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ACTIVITY
SUGGESTIONS

GENERAL

Organize or participate in Negro History Week activities through committees
in your community. Coniact a Negro church or other community erganization
for a joint gathering.

Suggest to your local public library, bock stores, unjon and school to exhibit
Negro books, pictures and' other appropriate display materials.

In all Negro History Week Exhibits depict and emphasize health needs of the
Nearo people, showing how the Wagner-Murray-Dingell National Health Act
(S. 1606—H.R. 4730) will help solve the problems.

Write o letier to your loeal newspaper calling aftention to the celebration of
Negro History Week and stressing the need to pass the permanent FEPC Bill,
the Anti-Poll Tax Bill, H.B. 7; and to impeach Senator Bilbo.

Nationality ‘group leaders and writers should prepare special articles for
their press.

LODGES AND CLUBS

Devote one of your February mestings to a discussion of the significance of
Negro History Week in terms of the present-day strugale for equality and the
rights of the Negro people. (Adopt a resolution for a permanent FEPC and
abolition of the Poll Tax. Send this resolution to your Corigressman.)

If arrangements have already been made for a Social Security and Health
meeting, invite a Negro or white physician, laber or community leader to
speak on the health needs of the Negro people.

Recruit Negro members into the Order; held build' IWO Centers in Negro
Communities.

Arrange cultural or entertainment features on your February meeting programs
or other evenis featuring Negro musiec, songs and dances along with other
nationality group talent to express inter-racigl unity.

Try to get your City Council o adopt a resolution officially declaring February
10-17, 1946 as Negro History Week and calling for city-wide celebration.

KOSCIUSZKO—ONE OF THE FIRST

EGRO History Week is of special signifi-

cance to Americans of Polish descent. Negro
history should not only teach us the facts of the
rich contributions of the Negro people in the
ficht for freedom, progress and the advancement
of our nation, but from it we will learn the ele-
mentary truth that it is in our own interest that
all restrictions, discrimination against and seg-
regation of the Negro people be eliminated.

As long as such practices are permitted to ex-
ist, they constitute a threat to all of us.

In this same week we will also celebrate the
200th anniversary of the birth of Thaddeus Kos-
ciuszko, who was one of the first to raise his
voice: on behalf of the Negro people. Polish-
Americans will do well to follow the example of
this first Polish-American, who not only de-
manded rights for the Negroes but who gave all
of his possessions for the benefit of the Negro
people. With Kosciuszko’s money the first public
school for Negro children was established in
Newark, N. J., in the year of 1826.

We will do well if we, today, will fight for the
full rights of the Negro people, for unity of Ne-
gro and white, for progress, seeurity , and
democracy.

— BOLESLAW GEBERT,
President, IWO Polonia Society.

NEGROES AND JEWS

66. . . WHAT specific activities can the

IWO and the progressive movement as
a whole undertake to combat the fascist
forces? The keystone . .. is the question
of the unity of all progressive forces
against the fascist forces, and of the na-
tionality groups. I would like to touch on
one aspect of that unity.

“Bilbo, whom we have singled out as a
symbol, and who is a symbol of fascism in
Congress, can teach us a lesson. In his
attacks Bilbo concentrates on two groups,
on the Jews and the Negroes. He attacks
other groups, the Italians, the Poles, ete.,
but he concentrates on these two. I think
we must concentrate a little more on these
two, and particularly on unified action be-
tween these two groups.

“The Jews and the Negroes are drawn
together by very common problems in the
United States today. But I fail to see suf-
ficient common action between the Jewish
people and the Negro people in this coun-
try.

£ * #* 3

“But more than that, in all common ac-
tions on the question of fighting fascism
and diserimination, and on the various
other aspects of fascist activity, it seems
to me there should be much closer cooper-
ation than there is today between the Jew-
ish people and the Negro people.”

Excerpts from an address by
ALBERT E. KAHN, President,
IWO Jewish Peoples Fraternal
Order,

LIBERTY-LOVING HUMANITY

THE- unity .of many minorities, bound by a
deep, common loyalty to American ideals
—_that is the U.S.A, It is the peculiar genius
of American life that, historically, racial, creed-
al and foreign-born minorities have always
fused their faiths, their cultures, their talents
and their skills for the advancement and en-
richment of this beloved land of ours.

The struggle of America, from its very be-
ginnings, has been of a pattern with the strug-
gles of minority groups. Negro, Slav, Latin,
Jew and Gentile—in war and in peace—add up
to the sum total of a strong, free America
which has been a model and an inspiration fto
the world. In the spirit of this American
tradition, we Americans of Slavic descent
salute “Negro History Week” in the hope that
the common strivings of all the diverse ele-
ments which make up our nation may con-
tinue to strengthen the foundations of Ameri-
can democracy toward the end that the bless-
ings of freedom may be multiplied for the en-
joyment of liberty-loving humanity here and
all over the world.

ZLATKO BALOKOVIC, President,
United Committee of South-Slavie Americans.
(Continued on page 1)
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. The Anti-Fascist War and the Negro's

Most Recent Liberation Struggle.
1. Military Front:

The Negro in America has partieipated in
every war as a means toward liberating him-
self. Why does the Negro always fight for
America? Although without illusions, he
loves it as the only home he knows. In fight-
ing for it, he hopes always to achieve greater
personal freedom for his loved ones, himself
and his people and to share more in the
democracy America advertises to the world.

He fought, too, to make it more difficult,
if not impossible, for America’s fascists to
seize state power.

His most recent struggle for liberation was
by contributing nearly 1,000,000 men and
women to the Army, the Navy and the Air
Corps of the United States and millions of
workers to war industries. Negroes in World
War II demanded, fought for and obtained
the right to send 180,000 of their best sons
into the Navy, the Marine Corps and the
Coast Guard, where they manned Navy aux-
iliary ships as coxswains, gunners’ mates,
quartermasters, carpenters’ mates, electri-
cians mates and shipfitters; where, aboard
the destroyer escort USS Mason and the
submarine chaser PC 1264, they made up the
entire enlisted personnel, having, also, a com-
missioned officer, Ensign Samuel Graveley,
on the subchaser.

2. Home Front:

Malcolm Ross, chairman of the Fair Em-
ployment Practices Committee, stated recent-
ly that one out of every 16 tanks, guns, shells
and airplanes used by the United States in
this war was made by a Negro. Thus, the
Negro, continuing his centuries-long strug-
gle for liberation during the anti-fascist war,
formed 8 per cent of all gainfully employed
workers in war factories during 1942 and
1945—the peak years of war employment.

The Negro on the home front gave his
country <Captains Hugh Mulzae, Adrian
Richardson, John Godfrey and Clifton Las-
tic as commanders of Liberty ships carrying
supplies and war materials to our troops and
to our allies,

Importance of the Negro’s Struggle NOW
for Liberation.

1. The war, perhaps, could have been won
without the Negro, but it would have been
won at much greater cost in time, money and
lives. Complete non-participation of the
Negro in the armed conflict would have been
equivalent to withdrawing nearly 50 full
divisions. A few isolated incidents can prove
the value of the Negro’s contribution to the
victory .

The All-Negro Fighter Group, 332nd, shot
down 25 enemy planes in one record-breaking
week of April, 1945, over iVenna and Mu-
nich, The Negro 784th Tank Battalion spear-
headed the Ruhr attack.

A field captain from Virginia, in answer to
an Army questionnaire on the mixing of Ne-
gro platoons into white companies, said:

“This colored platoon of 35 men with pre-
pared positions was counter-attacked by 80
Germans. The platoon commander has just
been captured. They (the Negroes) killed

46 and took 35 prisoners without lesing any
ground or suffering any casualties.”

A United Press dispateh on April 26, 1945,
told how “a six-foot three-inch, 212-pound
Negro, who was a waiter at the New Yorker
Hotel for nine years, performed superhu-
man physical feats when his ship was hit by
a Japanese suicide plane on April 16 off
Okinawa.” He was Steward’s Mate Second
Class Samuel C. Dixon, of Bayonne, N. J.,
whose story was given to UP by the sailor’s
superior, Ensign William C. Ward, Jr., of
Silver City, N. M., assistant gunnery officer.
Ward said:

“He carried a case of three-inch ammuni-
tion under each arm and they weighed about
150 pounds each. Sometimes he would have
a case of ammunition in one arm and be
carrying a wounded man in the other. He
would place a man in a stretcher on one deck
and alone carry the litter and patient down
a ladder to the deck below.”

The nature of that war led to the promo-
tion of Colonel Benjamin O. Davis to briga-
dier general, the first in our history, and
promotion of Captain Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.,
to colonel and to be commander of a United
States Army post.

The anti-fascist nature of the war psycho-
logically prepared America to receive Paul
Robeson on Broadway as “Othello,” Todd
Duncan as “Tonio” in I Pagliacei at the New
York City Center, and for the play Deep
Are the Roots and the book Strange Fruit.
It was the anti-fascist nature of the war
that made possible Rudolph Dunbar’s con-
dueting of the Berlin Philharmonie Orches-
tra in Berlin; the enactment of a “little
FEPC” in New York; the signing of Jackie
Robinson to play big league baseball; the
election of Francis E. Rivers to the City
Court of New York and the re-election of
Ben Davis to New York’s City Council.

The time has come to struggle for reten-
tion and multiplication of the Negro's war-
time gains.

Returning - servicemen and servicewomen
believe sincerely that the inconsistency be-
tween America’s anti-fascist slogans during
the war and her treatment of the Negro
people now must be abolished. They are
ready to join our fight for Negro liberation,
thus continuing the battle they believed they
went into the armed forces to complete,

It is important to continue the struggle be-
cause the anti-fascist nature of the late war
inevitably forces the United States to grant
certain concessions to the Negro people—
provided there be no letup in the pressure
and provided our country is constantly re-
minded that the eyes of the oppressed peo-
ples of the world are upon her.

Why We Must Struggle NOW for Libera-
tion of the Negro People.

We must struggle harder than ever NOW,
and must convince the great masses of the
American people to join the struggle, for the
full citizenship rights of the Negro people,
because

1. It is necessary.

2. 1t will strengthen America as a whole,
white as well as Negro,

3. It is practical.

FOR SUPPORT OF THE NEGRO'S
LIBERATION STRUGGLE

II. BODY

A. The siruggle for Negro rights is neces-

sary, because

1. Reaction, as represented by Big
Business and imperialism through such of
their mouthpieces as the Chicago Tribune,
the Hearst press, the Scripps-Howard chain
and the New York Daily News, is equally
the enemy of the Negro and of the American
people as a whole;

PROOF:

a. Representative John Rankin and Senator
Theodore Bilbo of Mississippi, fascist-like
enemies of the Negro, attack not only black
Americans, but all white Americans who
speak or act in defense of the Negroes. Ran-
kin and Bilbo, moreover, and more impor-
tantly, oppose the Full Employment bill, the
bill for a permanent Fair Employment Prac-
tices Committee, the anti-pell tax bill, the
Unemployment Compensation bill, the Wag-
ner-Murray-Dingell Health and Soeial Se-
curity bills and all other progressive social
security legislation, which, if enacted into
law, would benefit all the American people
by lifting their economie, social and political
status. Bilbo, Rankin and other poll-tax Dem-
ocrats, with the usual Republican reaction-
aries in the House and the Senate, are de-
fended in the columns of the very same
press and by the very same persons which
periodically make a Roman holiday of “Ne-
gro crime waves” on the front page. De-
fense of the prineciples for which Rankin,
Bilbo and their reactionary colleagues stand
is, logically, an attack on everybody who op-
poses these principles as against the people’s
best interests.

Thus (to quote the 1945 Negro History
Week Bulletin), “In fighting for his own in-
terests, the Negro has fought for the inter-
ests of the nation as a whole; conversely, the
worst enemies of the Negro, like the Civil
War Confederate and Copperhead or the
pro-fascist today, have been the worst ene-
mies of the nation as a whole,”

b. “Small nations, colonials and American
minorities have followed the discussion of
the trusteeship of the atom bomb because
they see in it a new weapon of power poli-
tics that ean doom them, for all time, to
dependency and exploitation on the threat of
annihilation. By the same token they are
interested in the stature, the morality and
statesmanship of the men fortuitously in the
positions to wield the determining influence.”
(“Review of the Month” in a Monthly Sum-
mary of Events and Trends in Race Rela-
tions, Fisk University, November, 1945.)

The same men in our government and
press who filibuster the FEPC and the anti-
poll tax bills also yelp loudest for American
atom bomb “secrecy” and the perpetuation of
the colonial system, certainly both against all
the people’s interests.

¢. The men in the government and the press
who speak and write against the FEPC, the
anti-poll tax and the anti-lynching bills also
speak and write against the provisions of
the Office of Price Administration and in
favor of legislation to suppress strikes. Thus,
again (to quote further from the Bulletin),

DEMAND IMMEDIATE PUBLIC HEARING BY CONGRESSIONAL COMMI TTEES ON THE WAGNER-MURRAY-DINGELL HEALTH BILL, S. 1406

B’

S

A Discussion Outline
By EUGENE GORDON

“Just as labor in a white skin could not be
free as long as labor in a black skin was
enslaved, so no national minority can be safe
from persecution as long as the largest mi-
nority suffers from discrimination.”

The struggle for Negro rights NOW will
strengthen the whole progressive move-
ment, because

1. The denial of demoeracy to and oppres-
sion of the Negro in the United States are
closely linked with:

a. The denial of democracy to and oppres-
sion of the Jews;

1. Representative John E. Rankin, Negro
baiter, rising in Congress in defense of a
report by Dr, Harlan H. Homer, secre-
tary of the Council on Dental Education
of the American Dental Association, shook
his fist at Representative Emanuel Celler
and shouted that he was tired of “the
gentleman from New York” raising the
Jewish question in the House, instead of
remembering that “white Gentiles of this
country also have some rights.”

b. Organized labor’s, and especially the
CIO’s, program of Negro equality;
1. “The most unique development in race
relations programs is the new role that
labor is playing in that field. The efforts

of the CIO to combat disecrimination are”

well known. This year two of the most
powerful of the indiivdual CIO unions
have become actively interested in atti-
tude education: the UAW has initiated
an inter-racial goodwill award to be made
annually in commendation of effective
work in race relations in the field of
labor, and the Maritime Union has con-
dueted a Negro History campaign.,” (Re-
view of front-page news, Monthly Sum-
mary of Events and Trends in Race Rela-
tions, March, 1945.)

¢. Inter-racial programs and activities of
youth;

1. Progressive young Southern men and
women, college students of South Caro-

lina, invited fellow Negro college stu- _

dents to next year's Student Assembly.
Marilyn Kaemmerle of the William and
Mary College, editorially in the Flat Hat,
college magazine, condemned race dis-
crinmination and indicated willingness to
fight. Frank Sinatra’s and Danny Kaye's
activities in behalf of better Negro-white
relations.

2. The struggle for the Negro’s rights NOW
will be a part of the people’s struggle
against American imperialism;

a. Taft, Hoover and Vandenberg, the
triumvirate of Republican reactionaries
who inspire anti-progressive political
action in this country, are the chief op-
ponents, also, of Negro rights, Taft es-
pecially has spoken in opposition to the
FEPC. “Very important it is, too, in
fighting against the Hoover-Vandenberg-
Taft opposition, that the imperialist pro-
gram of these people should be fully ex-
posed. It is not enough merely to denounce
the mas reactionaries. The American peo-
ple must be taught that the reactionary
opposition is against the whole plan of a
democratic collaboration among the na-
tions and is fighting for American im-
perialist domination.” (William Z. Foster)

C. The struggle for Negro rights NOW is

practical, because

1. The most arficulate sections of the Negro press

support it:
a. “Our enemy seeks to divide us before
the more strategic battles against the
basic institutions of democracy begin,
Negro and white on the bottom will stick
together. They must. We will not be de-
ceived. We who are Negroes will stand
by the jobless of America, be they white
or black. We who are Negroes will stand
by all those Americans who fight for so-
cial security, for full employment, for
higher wages as the cost of living daily
mounts. We expect these white Ameri-
cans whose today and tomorrow is in
danger to stand by us, to help end the
color bar, and to dam up the channels of
race hatred.” (Editorial, Chicago De-
fender, October 13, 1945.)

2. The most arficulate section of the Southern pro-
gressive while press supporis it.

3. The labor movement supports it.

III. CONCLUSION

It is necessary to struggle in support of the
Negro’s liberation becanse resurgent fascism
—apparent in many parts of the world and
showing signs of boldness in the United
States—can be definitely and everlastingly
defeated only through the complete freedom
of those whom the fascists would exploit as
scapegoats,

It is necessary, so that all the participants
in the struggle may know from experience
the true meaning of democracy and unity.

b. “When peace comes, the United States’
calling card at the peace conference will
be democracy. We will be one of the Big
Powers at the peace table because we will
have defeated the Germans and their
Nordie supremacy, because Americans,
white and black, yellow and brown, have
made America a powerful nation.

“Yet, what is the difference between
‘Nordie supremacy’ in Germany and
‘white supremacy’ in the South? In crum-
bling Germany we se¢e the fate of ‘Nordic
supremacy’; southerners aboard the
‘white supremacy’ bandwagon are riding
for a fall, simply because such an idea
cannot live side by side with democ-
TaOWaii s

“Whether the mass of southerners
really knows the South as it is today is
questionable. The war has changed thé
whole economic and political picture. The
relationship with minority races cannot
rock along as it has in the past. It will
flare up into something terrible unless
southerners toss aside old prejudices and
diseriminations—fascistic ideas of ‘white
supremacy’—and guide it to a sane and
just conclusion., The Negro is giving his
life in battle and he wants and deserves

14

STRIKE SITUATION

The present vast strike wave of indusirial
workers has great importance in the struggle
for Negro liberation in the United States. It is
most timely, now, to integrate the demands for
equality in these strike activities in every pos-
sible manner. The Negro workers must not only
be a parl of the sirike struggle, but every sirike
action and every strike batile won must be util-
ized for Negro and white unity, for advance-
ment of Negro rights,

his just share in the democracy he is
helping to defend.” (Baton Rouge, La.,
Louisiana State University, The Summer
Reveille, August 29, 1945.)

It is necessary, because only through
struggle to liberate the Negro people within
the country (and thereby identifying them-
selves with the interests of Indonesian pa-
triots, Jewish Palestinians, black South Af-
ricans and poverty-stricken Puerto Ricans
and Virgin Islanders) can the masses of
American people compel their country to
modify, if not abandon completely, its preda-
tory designs on weaker peoples and adhere
to the spirit of the United Nations Declara-
tion.

It is necessary as a precondition to
strengthening the whole progressive move-
ment. It will unite the struggle of Jews and
of other minorities with that of the Negroes,
broadening it and giving it greater author-
ity. It will find a natural ally in the CIO
and other progressive trade union organiza-
tions and in organizations especially of
young southern students.

It is practical because there is a demand for
it throughout the United States, among both
Negro and white.

. The people’s struggle to achieve a full de-

moeracy and the “Four Freedoms” is the
overall struggle into which struggle for Ne-
gro rights fits as an essential part. The
people as a whole must be made aware of the
fact that their struggle will more quickly
achieve success if they will all participate
in the struggle of the Negro people. The
people’s part lies in their doing the follow-
ing:

1. Reconversion:

Exerting pressure to pass a permanent
FEPC; cooperating with labor in labor's
battle for the people’s needs and striving for
labor unity and for labor’s organizing @he
unorganized; fighting for the full equality
of Negroes in the trade union movement;
exerting pressure for passage of full em-
ployment legislation and adequate unemploy-
ment compensation.

2. Servicemen's Righis:

Exerting pressure to pass the Adam Clay-
ton Powell bill to outlaw segregation and
diserimination in the armed forces; to ex-
pand the GI Bill of Rights and Federal ad-
ministration of benefits, with demands that
the Veterans Administration be made more
demoeratic and that demobilization of Ne-
gro troops be speeded up.

3. Civil Rights:

Exerting pressure to pass the anti-poll
tax and the anti-lynching bills; demanding
arrest and prosecution of all leaders of the
Ku Klux Klan, Black Legion and other anti-
Negro and pro-fascist organizations; fight-
ing for equality of opportunity in cultural
fields and demanding that Bilbo be ousted
from the Senate and that the people of the
Distriet of Columbia be granted the vote.

4. Social Security—Health:

Working for speedy passage of the Wag-
ner-Murray-Dingell National Health Act
(S. 1606-H. R. 4730) and Social Security Bill
(S. 1050-H. R. 3293). Exerting pressure to
maintain price and rent controls, fighting
for a Federally administered non-discrimi-
nating housing program; extending the facil-
ities of education and child care.

. Political Action: The development of con-

seious, organized political action of the Ne-
gro people as shown in the 1944 elections and
subsequently, must be intensified by strength-
ening the alliance of the Negro people with
labor and with all progressive groups. This
alliance will provide the means through
which the fight for Negro rights can be
advanced.

5
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LAUREL TO WOODSON FROM POET

Negro History Week, as established, and con-
tinuing now for many years, by Dr. Carter G.
Woodson and the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History, has done more than
any other single organization or institution to
acquaint Negro people with the courage of their
historic struggles and the dignity of their back-
ground. Today, more than ever, the subject of
Negro History Week is of vital importance to
the peoples of America in their march toward
full democracy for all.

LANGSTON HUGHES.

WORKED HARD—FOUGHT VALIANTLY

Negro youth may learn from the study of Ne-
gro history that the race to which they belong
has worked hard and fought valiantly from the
days of slavery up to now to make this democ-
racy first among the nations of the world. With-
out that Constitution, America would not be the
world power it is today.

DR. CHARLOTTE HAWKINS BROWN,
President Palmer Memorial In_stitute.

STRUGGLE CANNOT STOP, SAYS POET

In my book “Long View” are to be found four
poems for the Negro people: 1. Spirituals; 2. City
of the Blues; 3. Marian Anderson on the Steps
of the Lincoln Memorial, and 4. To the Poet
as Yet Unborn. These poems represent four
stages in the struggles, the last stage and the
last poem as yet unattained. The struggle can-
not stop until the full human fulfillment is at-
tained. No Negro person in our country can be
indifferent to this struggle; and every day he
suffers the concrete reality of his lack of free-
dom. The Negro people need to know why they
lack freedom and how they will eventually get
it. Such knowledge can save them much waste
and despair. In the cauldron of this changing
world the great achievements are being pre-
pared.

GENEVIEVE TAGGARD.

OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE . . .

At this time during the rise of post-war reac-
tion and imperialism it is of the greatest im-
portance that the contribution of Negro people
to America be observed. As in the past I shall
again seek to pass a resolution of the City
Council for official city-wide observance of Ne-
gro History Week.

BENJAMIN J, DAVIS, JR.,
Councilman, N. Y. City.

ELIMINATE RACIAL PREJUDICE

The history of the American Negro as well
as the future of the American Negro can no
longer be set aside as a thing apart from the
history and the future of the world in general.
For this reason, it is of vital importance that
people in every walk of life who have interest
at all in the struggle for equality and rights of
minority groups should know about and support
Negro History Week. It is only through this
knowledge that we can ever hope to eliminate
the flow of racial prejudice from the progressive
thinking people of the world.

KATHERINE DUNHAM.

CIVILIZATION AND SOCIAL PROGRESS

Nothing so builds up respect for a people as
knowledge of what that people has contributed
to civilization and social progress. The Ameri-
can people are grossly ignorant of the Negro
American’s contribution to the upbuilding of
this great nation. Negro History Week can
help to ecall attention to this contribution. I
commend your organization for rallying its
membership in support of this year’s observance,

CHANNING H. TOBIAS.

EPIC OF STRUGGLE

From Crispus Attucks to Dorie Miller, the
history of the Negro people has been a great,
moving epic of the struggle of the acceptance
of the simple tenets of democracy. The winning
of that struggle will guarantee forever the right
of all peoples to live as free and honorable men
in a truly free and democratic world.

HUGH DE LACY,
Member of Congress.

A WHITE PSYCHOSIS

The so-called Negro problem is no reflection
upon the Negro people. It is an expression of
political, social and mental adjustment to the
changing conditions of democracy. It is a white
psychosis deliberately fostered today by native
fascist interests. It will not end until labor has
destroyed fascism.

ROCKWELL KENT,
General President, IWO,

INTENSIFY STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY

I greet the IWO on the occasion of its ob-
servance of Negro History Week. Now more
than ever before its observance of democratic
life for Negro people is vital and necessary to
American demoeracy. The struggle for Negro
and white equality must be intensified.

CONGRESSMAN VITO MARCANTONIO.

MORE THAN A MILLION

More than a million Negro workers contrib-
uted their skills in war production. To provide
Negroes with equal job opportunity in produe-
ing for peace is the duty of the nation which
Americans of all ereeds and races helped pre-

serve.
MALCOLM ROSS,
Chairman FEPC.

THE FIGHTING SPIRIT

The celebration of Negro History Week has
created an appreciable interest in America. It
has improved the status of the Negro in general
by bringing about a better understanding of his
relationship in the American way of life. It has
revealed his contribution to the industrial and
economie, educational and political growth of
the nation. It has served to correct the pseudo
views ecommonly propagandized in the United
States. It has buttressed the fighting spirit of

the Negro masses in their struggle for the equali- _

zation of their economic, social, political and re-

ligious status in our system of democratic gov-

ernment. It has given both youth and adults the

necessary pride in their heritage and stirred

them to greater action in shouldering their re-
sponsibilities toward building a better world.
ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, JR.,

Member of Congress.

“During Negro History Week we Americans
are forcefully reminded of what we should be
conscious of at all times,—that economic, politi-
cal, and social discriminations against the Ne-
groes of this country are a blot on our democ-
racy. The first step to correct these injustices
should be the establishment of a permanent Fair
Employment Practices Committee.”

Sincerely,
H. A. WALLACE,

Secretary of Commerce

INTENSIFY THE VITAL STRUGGLE

Negro History Week is a most significant an-
nual event that points up the contributions of
the Negro people to the progress and develop-
ment of our nation. Further, it provides a cumu-
lative basis for intensifying the vital struggle
for full and equal citizenship of the Negro peo-
ple.

FERDINAND SMITH,
National Secretary, NMU.

“The facts are sufficient to emphasize
the need for development of health ser-
vices along the lines so courageously stated by
the President and for the Wagner-Murray-Ding-
ell Bill, Certainly, the establishment of more hos-
pitals, the enlargement of the program for ma-
ternal and child welfare, and the development
of a health insurance program of a compulsory
nature, will do much to improve the health status
of every citizen in the United States, and there-
by, make our nation a much stronger one.”

From a report by Dr. Paul B. Cornely,
Professor of Public Health, Howard University.

MUTUAL APPRECIATION

It is gratifying to note that your interracial
labor fraternal organization is making adequate
health and social security for all of the Ameri-
can people a definite part of its program.

Your interest in our program is appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
Roscoe C. Brown,
Chief, Office of Negro Health Work.
Federal Security Agency
United States Public Health Service
National Negro Health Movement,

WRITE TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN TELLING HIM TO SUPPORT A PERMANENT FEPC AND TO VOTE FOR THE ANTI-POLL TAX BILL, HR. 7
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CAMPRIGN ~ SQVIET DEMOCRACY

FOR PEOPLE’S
HEALTH

HE facts about the health needs of the Ne-
Tgro people revealed in the excerpts from the

article by Dr. Cornely (see page 6) demon-
strate the importance of the IWO campaign for
the passage of the Wagner-Murray-Dingell
National Health Act, S. 1606-H. R. 4730.

Our Order has launched a nationwide drive to
collect the first million signatures on petitions
to Congress for immediate passage of the Bill.
Since the Negro people suffer most because of
lack of adequate medical care, the mass cam-
paign for S. 1606 has special significance and
value for the Negro people.

Reverend Shelton Hale Bishop of the Saint
Philip’s Church, New York, second largest Epis-
copal Church in the country, in endorsing the
petition eampaign and signing the first petition
circulated by Solidarity Lodge 691 in Harlem,
declared:

“We have made great gains in the last
twelve years for the workers of America—for
the sick, the aged, and the unemployables of our
society. We must not ever lose what we have
gained. It is imperative that all who can work,
all who need care and protection, shall have
these things secured to them. This is only pos-
sible through Federal laws, guaranteeing to all
alike the necessities of life. The Wagner-Mur-
ray-Dingell Bill, S. 1606, seeks to assure these,
and the people of these United States must as-
sure its passage.”

Pledging the support of the National Negro
Congress, Revels Cayton declared that a success-
ful petition drive can insure passage of this
vital bill and will prove to Congress that the
people are determined to mobilize and press for
a people’s legislation, =

PASSAGE OF THE WAGNER . MURRAY-DINGELL
HATIONAL HEALTH ACT, §. 1606 -

TH THE COMMITTEL ‘DM LABOR AKE _EBUVECATION,
GRITEESTATIS 55

WATE WASHINGTION I ¢

-
WTOESATIONL WiRaCE) et L 00 FIFTH V. W YORK TH, LT

Seaf sk gz iy o ol

Reproduction of IWO Pefition 1o Congress for
S. 1608,

By PAUL ROBESON

Participating in the World Freedom Rally
held under the auspices of the National Coun-
¢cil .of American-Soviet Friendship at Madison
Square Garden in New York on November 14,
Paul Robeson, Chairman of the Council on
African Affairs, made the following statement:

HAT constitutes a great nation? Great
W manpower, yes. Great material and in-
dustrial resources, yes. But more than
these, the essential element of greatness lies
in the ideals which inspire and unite a nation.
In developing our understanding of and
closer friendship with the Soviet Union, it is
important that we in America try to under-
stand that country’s ideals. The one which in
my opinion has most significance for us, es-
pecially right now, is democracy among peoples
of different race, color, creed and nationality.
Perhaps I am in error in using the word
“ideals,” For this term generally eonnotes some-
thing that one talks about and thinks about
but never realizes. But democracy among all
peoples, 1egardles‘; of race, creed, color or na-
tionality, is somethmg that the Sov'.et people
have achieved in practice. And it represents
one of the greatest of all achievements of the
Soviet Union in its 28 years of history.

This magnificent history of Soviet achieve-
ment in the advancement and complete na-
tional integration of minority and former
colonial peoples has particular importance for
us today.

DANGER OF COLONIALISM

Recently a writer in the Soviet publication,
“War and the Working Class,” observed that
“the system of colonial enslavement of hun-
dreds of millions of people is an extremely
dangerous obstacle in the path of social prog-
ress and a bulwark of reactionary tendencies
all over the world. The removal of this barrier
is an essential condition for the inclusion of
vast countries, and the peoples inhabiting them,
in the general channel of humanity’s economic,
political and cultural development.”

There is no possible comparison to be made
with the Soviet Union in its treatment of
minorities. For they have no minorities in our
sense of the word. There, all peoples of what-
ever color or culture enjoy complete equality.
It is painfully obvious that this is mnot true
in our United States—neither for the Negro,
the Spanish-American, the Jewish-American
people, the American of Asiatic desceni, nor
for millions of underprivileged of all colors.

As is exeeedingly clear, we now live in one
world. The struggle for freedom continues and
we must fight wherever danger lurks.

In this new enlivening and fast-changing
world, the Soviet Union I believe to be in the
very forefront of the battle to obtain real (nof
imaginary) freedom for the many—not the few.

AMERICA’S RESPONSIBILITY

And in the light of recent events, recent dis-
closures, and the question of present high pol-
icy, the greatest source of danger at this historic
period to the emergence of a People’s World
founded upon the equalities, economic, racial, so-
cial, and political, could well be upon our own
American continent.

At this hour, in China, in Java, in other places
our government is helping the British, French
and Chiang Kai-shek governments crush the peo-
ples’ struggles toward democracy, freedom and
independence. The tragic plight of Europe’s
anguished Jewish people has still to be solved.
And yet we talk of world peace and security.
Reliance upon might, armaments, military bases
and atomic bombs will not help toward that goal.

If the United States and the United Nations
truly want peace and security, let them fulfill
the hopes of common people everywhere—let
them work together to accomplish on a world-
wide scale precisely the kind of democratic asso-
ciation of free peoples which characterizes the
Soviet Union today.

(Reprinted from the Council of African Af-
fairs, Monthly Bulletin, Dec. 1945.)

As part of the Federal slum clearance program.
bequn in 1937, more than 40,000 homes out of 121,500
were contracted for Negro occupancy in urban district
OWI reported in 1942,

NEGRO AND WHITE collective farm workers of
Abkhazia district, Georgian SSR. (SOVFOTO Pix.)

GIVE THE FULLEST SUPPORT TO THE STRIKING WORKERS SO THAT WE CAN MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE OUR LIVING STANDARDS




o

e g

A POLL-TAX SENATOR told Carter G. Woodson it

was a “crime” to publish this picture, The event was
the crime, we say.

SOJOURNER TRUTH, Negro slave Isabella, in 1827
said, “Wherever I go, I'll tell the truth about slavery.
And my name will be Sojourner Truth.” An abolitionist,
she was nurse, scout and spy for the Union Army,
during Civil War.

CRISPUS ATTUCKS, in 1770, led defiance of colonial
oppressors. First to die in American Revolution.

FREEDOWS JOURNAL.

* AL L3R TE e o STk

SEWYORK, FRIPAY. MAnci ol jagy

s

FIRST NEGRO NEWSPAPER in the U. S., published in
1827 by John B. Russwurm, first U, 5. Negro college
graduate.

FIRST NEGRO BAPTIST CHURCH in North America,
Right after Revolution, greater equality shown by some
sects, drew educated Negroes towards church, Ne-
groes were sometimes permitted to preach to mixed
congregations.

SAMUEL R. WARD, ora-

JOSEPH CINQUE led re-
tor, one of many fighting  volt of 54 Africans on

for freedom. ship “Amistad.”

'NEGRO HISTORY

"TOLD IN PICTURES

Emden Institule. va ]

EMLEN INSTITUTE, a secondary school for the educa-
tion of Negroes, was established in Ohio, in 1842.

PHYLLIS WHEATLEY, a former African slave, became
noted as writer and poet during period of American
Revolution, Though net a great writer by today's
standards, she equalled ability of any American
woman then.

RUNAWAY SLAVES were frequent during slavery era
and so were ads appealing for their recapture,

THE INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER IS AN INTER-RACIAL ORGANIZATION. JOIN IT AND HELP IT FIGHT FOR FULL EQUALITY

HARRIET TUBMAN., beloved Negro leader of the 18th

century, closely identified with Underground Railroad.

RECONSTRUCTION CONGRESS brought Negroes social and civil
rights, first public school system in South. (S.C. legislators, above),

THESE PICTURES represent but a tiny fraction of Negro history.
Nevertheless, they serve to illustrate the courage and talents
of the Negro people and to remind us of monstrous injustices
suffered by them. The fight for their freedom goes on!

b il

A THOUSAND HEROIC NEGROQO SOLDIERS led assault on Fort Wagner during Civil War.
White commander buried with fallen Negro comrades.
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GEORGE WasHING

BADGE OF MERIT and Discharge issued
to Negro soldier by George Washing-
ton, 1789. This was received by many
of the 4,000 Negro soldiers who served.
Others received higher awards,

THADDEUS KOSCIUSKO, born im Po-
land. Feb. 12, 1756. was patriot of the
American HRevolution, whose Will in
1798 provided for education of Negroes.

ELLEN CRAFT. pulat-
tfo. posed as owner of
husband, William, dur-
ing escape from Geor-
gia slavery.

FREDERICE DOUGLASS' HOME stands in Wash-
ington, D, C. Here are kepi on view for the
general public many of the personal belongings
as well as historic items and mementoes of the
great Negro leader,

BENJAMIN BANNEKER, admired by
Thomas Jefferson, was mathematician.
Made first American clock, 1770.

EDMONIA LEWIS became distinguished
sculpturess in Boston, despite hardships
of free Negroes in North. There were
others, toe.

NEGRO AND WHITE WILL BOTH BENEFIT THROUGH THE NATIONAL HEALTH ACT, S. 1606, SIGN

THE PETITION TO CONGRESS




1496
December 2—Christopher Columbus discovered
Haiti, island between N. and 8. America.
1533
March 7—Little Stephen, a Negro, set out to
explore southwestern part of U. S.

1619
August 29—Twenty Negroes brought into the
American Colonies from Africa in a Dutch
ship to Jamestown, Virginia,

1652
March 28—Samuel Sewall born. Anti-slavery
author.
1663

First known slave revolt planned in America,
was betrayed in Gloucester, Virginia.
1706
January 17—Benjamin Franklin born, Supporter
of anti-slavery movement,
1712
April 8—Negro slave revolt in New York City.
1713
January 31—Anthony Benezet born. Teacher of
Negroes and promoter of anti-slavery cause.
1731
November 9—Benjamin Bannaker born. Negro
inventor and astronomer.
1732

February 22—George Washington born. Libera-
tor of his slaves.

1737

January 29— Thomas Paine born,
1739

Sept. 9—Stono, Georgia, Negro slave revolt.
1743

April 13—Thomas Jefferson born. Advocate of
freedom and equality.
May 20—Toussaint I’Ouverture born. Haitian
liberator.
1753

July 18—Lemuel Haynes born. Negro preacher.
1758
April 17—Francis Williams, first Negro college
graduate in Western hemisphere; published
Latin poem,
1770

March 5—Crispus Attucks, a N egro seaman, first
to fall in American Revolution, during Boston
Massacre.

1775

April 14—First abolition society in the United
States founded.
1776

February 28—Phyllis Wheatley, Negro writer of
verse, invited to visit George Washington.
1785
September 28—David Walker born. Author of

the “Appeal” against slavery.

1786
September 24—Jupiter Hammon published his
address to the Negroes of New York.

1787
The Continental Congress by adeption of the
Northwest Ordinance excluded slavery for-
ever from the Northwest Territory.

1792
April 4—Thaddeus Stevens born. Distinguished
reconstructionist,
1794

November 3—William Cullen Bryant born. Poet
of freedom.
1798

May 5—The will of Thaddeus Koseiusko, Polish
fighter for freedom, provided for education of
Negroes.

October 28—Levi Coffin born. Founder and so-
called president of the “underground railroad,”
which honeycombed the Northern States.

THIS CALENDAR

is not a complete list of events of
the Negro in history. We invite our
readers to fill the gaps by sending us
information of events and dates which
should be included in such a calen-
dar—The Editors.

1800
May 9—John Brown born. Martyred American
- fighter for Negro liberation.
August 3—Slave revolt led by Gabriel Prosser
and Jack Bowler, near Richmond, Va.
October 2—Birth of Nat Turner, leader of fa-
mous revolt of 1831 in Virginia.

1803
May 25—Ralph W. Emerson born. Writer and
advocate of freedom.

1804

January 1—Haiti declared its independence.

1805
December 10—William Lloyd Garrison born,
Great abolitionist.
- 1807

England abolishes slave trade.

February 27—Henry W. Longfellow bogn. Lib-
eral poet,

March 25—Slave trade abolished by British Par-
liament.

December 17—John G. Whittier born. Anti-
slavery poet.

1809

February 14—Frederick Douglass’ “Birthday.”
Friend of Lincoln and great Negro leader.
February 12—Abraham Lineoln born.

1810
February 1—Charles Lenox Remond born. Ne-
gro abolitionist.
August 4—Robert Purvis born. Negro aboli-
tionist.
1811

January 6—Charles Sumner born. Fearless ad-
vocate of equality and justice.

January 9—Outbreak of Negro slave revolt in
Louisiana, led by Charles, a mulatto.

June 14—Harriet Beecher Stowe born. Author
of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” foremost anti-slavery
novel of that day.

November 29—Wendell Phillips born. Orator of
the Abolition Cause.

1812

February 16—Henry Wilson born. Abolitionist.

May 6—Martin R. Delany born. Negro army of-
ficer and author.

1813

June 24—Henry Ward Beecher born. Lecturer
and promoter of equal rights.
1816
December 28—The American Colonization So-
ciety organized.
1818

January 28—George S. Boutwell born. Author
of the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery.
1819
May 31—Walt Whitman born. Great American

poet of freedom and full democracy.
1821
October 7—William Still born. Negro Abolition-
ist and agent of the “Underground Railroad.”
1822
April 3—Edward Everett Hale born. Anti-slav-
ery author.
1831

January 1—William Lloyd Garrison founded the
Abolitionist newspaper, “The Liberator.”

August 21—Revolt of slaves led by Nat Turner
in Virginia.

CALENDAR of SELECTED EVENTS

1833
Organization of the American Anti-Slavery So-
ciety in Philadelphia.

1834
August 1—Slavery abolished in British depen-

dencies.
1836
March 17—Texas, as a republic, abolished slave

trade.
1844
February 27—Dominican Republic established.

1846
January 16—Convention of New England work-
ing men at Lynn, Mass., adopts resolution
against Negro enslavement,

1847
August 24—Independence of Liberia proclaimed.

1850
September 18—Fugitive Slave Law passed, which
was supposed to help perpetuate slavery but
which further inspired the “underground rail-
road” to rescue more slaves for freedom,

1852

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s “Unele Tom's Cabin”

printed.
1853
First Negro YMCA organized in Washington,
D. C., by Anthony Bowen.

1854

February 10—Joseph C. Price born. Negro ora-
tor and educator,

March 1—Joseph Weydemeyer, a friend of Karl
Marx, at a meeting of the Workingmen's
League in NYC presented a resolution against
the extension of slavery. It was adopted,

May 10—Elizabeth Taylor Greenfield, a Negro
woman, invited to sing before Queen Victoria,
Attention, Daughters of American Revolu-
tion, 1946!

1856

“April 18—Booker T. Washington, Negro edu-
cator, born.
1857

March 6—Dred Scott decision, which denied Ne-
groes the right to be regarded as “persons.”

1858
June 20—Charles Waddell Chestnutt born. Ne-
gro novelist.

1859

June 21—Henry Ossawa Tanner born. Famous
Negro-American painter.

October 16—John Brown’s attack on Harper’s
Ferry, in an effort to liberate and arm the
slaves in Virginia. The South hanged John
Brown and six followers. Abolitionists hailed
John Brown as a martyr,

December 2—John Brown executed at Charles-
town, W. Virginia, for his raid on Harper’s
Ferry, in behalf of the slaves.

1862
April 16—Emancipation of slaves in the Dis-
trict of Columbia,
June 3—U. S. recognized Haiti and Liberia as
nations,
September 22—Abraham Lincoln announced his
intention to proelaim the emancipation of

slaves,
1863

January 1—Emancipation Proclamation issued
by Abraham Lincoln, 3

March 2—Frederick Douglass issues appeal to
Negroes to join the Union forces in war
against slavery,

July 1—Abolition of slavery in the Dutch West
Indies.

July .13—Start of anti-Negro riots in NYC engi-
neered by southern slave owners in collabora-
tion with Wall Street pro-slavery elements.

THE FIGHT FOR WAGE INCREASES IN THE PRESENT GIGANTIC STRIKE MOVEMENT IS YOUR FIGHT FOR SECURITY — BACK IT

10

IN NEGRO HISTORY

1865

January 30—13th Amendment passed by Con-
gress.

April 9—Surrender of Robert E. Lee in Civil
War.

April 14—Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of
U. 8., assassinated.

December 18—Thirteenth Amendment to Consti-
tution ratified, abolishing slavery in U. S.

1868

February 23—William E. B. DuBois born. Negro
educator.

July 28 Fourteenth Amendment to the U. S.
Constitution ratified, declaring that all per-
sons born or naturalized here are citizens, and
shall not be deprived of their rights to equal
and full protection of the laws.

1869

Isaac Meyers, delegate of the Colored Caullkers
Trade Union of Baltimore, addressed the
Fourth Congress of the National Labor Union
which adopted resolution for equality for Ne-
groes,

February 26—Fifteenth Amendment to Consti-
tution (Negro Suffrage) passed by Congress.

December 1—First national Negro labor conven-
tion held in Washington, D. C.

1870
February 25—Hiram R. Revels, first Negro U. S.
Senator, took oath of office.
December 12—Joseph H. Rainey took his seat
as the first Negro member of the House of
Representatives.

1872
June 27—Paul Laurence Dunbar born. Negro
poet.
1873
March 23—Abolition of slavery in Puerto Riea.
1881

July 4—Booker T. Washington began his work
at Tuskegee.
1886

Negro membership in Knights of Labor reaches
total of 60,000.
1888

May 14—Abolition of slavery in Brazil.
1896

March 1—Abyssinians defeated Italians at
Adowa,
1899
March 15—Eight Negroes massacred by mob in
Palmetto, Ga.
1805

Chicago DEFENDER started publication.
The Negro Movement for equal rights founded
in N. Y. In 1910 it merged with the NAACP.

} 1906

September 22—Bloody riot in Atlanta, Ga., in-
cited by “Atlanta News” to prevent Negroes
from voting in elections.

1915

U. S. Supreme Court holds literacy tests for
voters as unconstitutional.

Carter G. Woodson organizes Association for
Study. of Negro Life and History,

1817

August 23—Attack on Negro soldiers by police
of Houston, Texas, which led to protest by
Negro troops. Mass trial resulted in hanging
of 13 'Negro soldiers and life sentences for 41,

1918

August 7—*“Secret Information Concerning
Black American Troops” issued in France by
Pershing’s HQ to establish Jim Crow system.

1919
AFL Convention in Atlantic City votes to abol-
wh Jim Crow in its unions.
The Urban League was started.
July 19—Start of three-day reign of terror in
Washington, D. C.; to bar democracy to Ne-

groes.
1933
January—Angelo Herndon. Twenty-year sen-
tence for organizing Negro and white workers
in Atlanta, Georgia,

1936
American Negroes starred in Olympic Games
in Berlin. Jesse Owens won three events.
Archie Williams, John Woodruff -and Cor-
nelius Johnson were also winners.
May 5—Italian troops under fascist Mussolini
occupy Addis Ababa.

1937
William Emonson, Negro sculptor, held one-
man show at Museum of Modern Art, in
NYC.
June 14—Scottshoro Boys. Haywood Patterson’s
Th-year sentence confirmed by Supreme Court.
July 24—Four Scottsboro Boys convicted; four

freed.
1938
June 22—Joe Louis, famous heavyweight cham-
pion, knocks out Nazi champion, Max Schme-
ling, in one round at Yankee Stadium, NYC.

1941

May 5—Return of Haile Selassie to Addis Ababa.

June 25—Executive Order 8802, famous “Fair
Employment Practice Act” (FEPC), signed
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

December 8—First war casualty of U, $. Armed
Forces was Pvt. Robert H. Brooks, son of a
Kentucky sharecropper family. Brooks Field
at Ft. Knox named in his honor.

1942
January 31—Ethiopia’s independence restored
during United Nations’ war on fascist coun-
tries.
February 28—Anti-Negro riots in Detroit.
March 31—U, S, and Liberia sign agreement,
granting U, 8, air bases and military control.

-April 7—Admission of Negro seamen in U. S.

Naval Reserve announced.

Koo W ke ke

April 12—Ten firms with U. 8. war contracts
during war against fascists ordered to stop
racial and religious diserimination against
employees.

May 8—Vice-President Henry A. Wallace makes
“Century of the Common Man” speech.

October 9—Ethiopia becomes 30th nation to join
the United Nations fight against the fascists.

1944

April 3—U. S. Supreme Court voided the Texas
“white primary” law, ruling that Texas must
allow Negro citizens to vote in primaries. This
affected eight Southern States.

November 7—Election to the New York City
Couneil of Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., Negro Com-
munist. Davis was reelected to the City Coun-
cil in 1945,

November 7—Election to Congress of Rev. A.
Clayton Powell.

Nullification of collusive agreements between
certain southern railroad companies and rail-
road unions against Negro firemen.

War Department Order abolishing segregation
and diserimination in Army posts. Entry of
Negro women into WAVE's; commissioning
of Negro officers in Navy.

President F. D. Roosevelt uses armed forces to
break up anti-Negro transit strike in Phila-
delphia. First time since Linecoln that armed
forces have been used directly to uphold the
citizenship rights of Negroes.

Anti-discriminatory housing law in NYC. Goes
beyond public housing into semi-private hous-
g,

1945

January—Negro troops in mixed units stop
Nazi offensive in Battle of the Bulge.

February—House Labor Committee okays per-
manent FEPC Bill.

March—New York State adopts FEPC. Georgia
repeals poll tax. Negro GI's blackjacked by
police in Jackson, Miss.

May—Bilbo urges sending American Negroes
back to Africa in Senateé speech.

October—First dent made in baseball big league
Jim Crow when Brooklyn Dodgers sign Jackie
Robinson for Montreal team.

'NEGRO AND NATIONAL GROUPS

(Continued from page 3)
FROM GREEK-AMERICAN LEADER

EGRO History Week is of great importance

to every nationality group and to the na-
tion as a whole. The struggle to protect the
democratic rights of the Negro people in Amer-
ica is interwoven with the entire struggle against
the un-American sentiments which are being
cultivated by fascist-minded groups and indi-
viduals. The defeat of the attacks against the
Negro people helps to defeat every attack by
reaction against the foreign born.

NICK MARINOS, Secretary,
Hellenic-American Fraternal Soeiety, IWO.

ANTI-NEGROISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM

“The role of the Negro people has been com-
pletely omitted from American history text
books. * * *

“American history should properly inelude
all ethnic groups which helped to make it.

*= * £ ;
“The ill treatment of the Negro is one of the

causes for the growth of anti-Semitism. Once
we submit to persecution of any people we make

fertile the ‘ground for future hatreds to grow.” *

GWENDOLYN BENNETT,
Director of George Washington Carver School.
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We wish to express our special appreciation
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labor to the collection of many of the pictures
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gated for his permission to use, in modified form,
the selected dates from his calendar, as well as
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Among others, we also wish to thank the
many prominent Americans, Negro and white,
who have contributed to this bulletin their com-
ments on Negro History Week (see page T).

We hope that those who read and use this
bulletin will take time out for comments and
suggestions. We are acately aware of many
shortecomings in this publication although, with
limited time and staff, as well as funds, we have
done our best. We are sure, with your help, we
will do better in-the future.—The Editors.

BLACK AND WHITE

“Labor in the white skin cannot emancipate itself
where in the black it is branded.”—KARL MARX.

DO EVERYTHING YOU CAN TO BUILD THE UNITY OF NEGRO AND WHITE IN THE FRATERNAL MOVEMENT AND IN THE TRADE UNIONS
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS, medals were
awarded 1o these Negroes in France, in 1919, by Major
General Eli A, Helmick, for exceptional bravery in
World War L

BRIG. GEN. BENJAMIN O. DAVIS, (L) greeted M /Sqgt.

Howard Williams at fighter pilot school in Texas.
Their combined military service exceeds 75 years.

NEGRO TROOPS ship out for duty overseas in 1942,
Many are buried there. Together with white comrades,
those who return fight for jobs and equality.

2 » " . e

AUGUSTA SAVAGE. Negro sculptress, Bompleting her
interesting “The Harp,” based on anthem, “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” shown at N. Y. World's Fair, 1938.

SOME

ACHIEVEMENTS

O THE

NEGRO PEOPLE

I. ANCIENT TIMES -

In the ancient world, up to the European in-
vasion of Africa and the development of the
slave trade, evidences establish that the African
peoples had accomplished a relatively high de-
eree of culture generally equal to—and in some
instances higher than—European cultures. The
principal discovery of the African Negroes, ac-
cording to Franz Boas, was the smelting of ores,
especially hard irons. This discovery was trans-
mitted to aneient Europe and China and western
Asia,

II. NEGRO EXPLORERS

Negro explorers have played an important
part in extending the borders- of the known
world. A Negro, Pedro Alonzo, was a pilot of
one of the three ships by which Columbus
charted the New World. Negroes accompanied
Balboa, Cortes, Ayllon de Vaca, Coronado, Car-
tier and Champlain. Twenty Negroes landed in
Jamestown, Virginia, one year ahead of the Pil-
erims at Plymouth Rock.

III. SURVIVORS OF SLAVERY

One hundred million Africans were forcibly
transported to other continents from the 14th to
19th centuries. In the period from 1619 to about
1850, while 15 million reached American shores,
76 millions died enroute as slave trade victims
of disease, hunger and brutality. Yet, despite
this gigantic system of despoliation of a conti-
nent and the degradation of its people, Africa
and the Afro-Americans have contributed to the
advancement of agriculture and industry, to the
development of the arts, sciences, literature,
history, philosophy, inventions and discoveries
of Europe and the Americas.

IV. BATTLES FOR FREEDOM

The role of Negro Americans in the American
Revolution, and other American wars, is treated
separately in this issue. (See Negroes in Ameri-
can Wars.) But Negro Americans made other
contributions to the historie battles for freedom,
refuting the “big black lie” that Negroes are by
nature submissive and slavish and will not fight
for liberty. Although practically without allies,
Negroes in colonial America and the United
States, from 1700 to 1865, planned and organ-
ized at least 130 revolts. That many are known;
there must have been many more.

Prior to 1700 there were seven known attempts

GEORGE W. CARVER
Day was held on Jan. 5.
in honor of the Missouri-
born scientific genius
who died in 1943.

at insurrection by Negro slaves in Virginia,
Maryland, New York and Massachusetts. Among
the most significant of these battles for freedom
by which Negro slaves themselves laid the
foundations for the Abolitionist movement,
were: .

1. The revolt of 1800 led by the Prosser
brothers—Gabriel, Solomon and Martin—in Vir-
ginia. Jack Bowler also led in this action.

2. The Charleston revolt in 1822, South Caro-
lina, led by Denmark Vesey.

3. The Southampton (Virginia) revolt in
1831, led by Nat Turner.

These slave revolts successfully fanned the
fires of the powerful Abolitionist movement in
which Negro and white united to destroy slavery.
Among the Negro leaders in this organized
struggle for freedom were: Frederick Douglass,
William Still, William C. Nell, William Wells
Brown, Samuel E. Cornish, Richard Allen, Henry
Highland Garnett, Samuel R. Ward, Sojourner
Truth, David Walker, and Harriet Tubman.

V. NEGROES IN AMERICAN WARS

World War L.

About 400,000 Negroes served in the war
among American armed forces, half of them
overseas in France. Despite various limitations,
1,200 Negroes were commissioned as officers. The
870th-8th Illinois regiment, officered by Negroes,
received more citations than any other American
regiment. The story of World War I is one of
the most shameful narratives in mass scale dis-
erimination against people of color known to
American history. (Read chapter XXIX, The Ne-
gro in Our History, by Carter G. Woodson.)

Spanish-American War

Major Charles E. Young and J. R. Marshall,
Negroes; were outstanding U. 8. Army officers.
There were four Negro regiments of regulars,
of which the 10th Cavalry saved Col. Roosevelt’s
troops from annihilation at San Juan Hill. Negro
troops fought at Santiago.

Civil War

About 200,000 Negroes served in the U. S.
armed forces, more than 50,000 of whom were
killed or discharged because of wounds. At the
end of the war there were 120 Negro infantry
regiments, 12 heavy artillery regiments and 7
cavalry regiments. About 75 Negroes were com-
missioned. Despite Jim Crow in the Northern

(Continued on page 13)

“The steady progress of our Negro cilizens during the three-quarters

of a century thal have elapsed since their

what can be accomplished by free men in a free couniry. Moreover.
their achievement in art. letlers. sciences., and public service during a
brief 75 years of freedom should give all Americans renewed determina-
tion to marsha‘l all gur strength to maintain and perpetuate our priceless
.« MAY I EXPRESS CONFIDENT HOPE
THAT A RACE WHICH HAS ACHIEVED SO MUCH IN SO FEW YEARS
MAY GO FORWARD TO EVEN NOBLER THINGS IN THE GENERATIONS

heritage of free insfitutions. .

AHEAD.”

—FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

ti emphi

READ MAX BEDACHT'S NEW PAMPHLET, "YOUR HEALTH—AMERICA'S WEALTH,” AND ORDER COPIES TO SELL FOR ONLY 3 CENTS EACH

l‘)

POSTERS TELL
THE STORY

'.‘g'\gfg_.;n’c;}EssiREfAﬁii :
- ?ARTQF QUR C

HY are there different races? What is the

reason for persons being born with white
skin, black skin or yellow skin? With straight
hair, eurly hair or kinky hair?

Is it because of some inherently fundamental
difference between these different racial types?

Absolutely not. Man is essentially the same.
His physical structure and appearance are the
outecome of adaptation to natural environment.
Men differ in color and structure according to
differences in their land, climate, diet, culture,
ete. These things can be easily and quickly
learned from a series of 15 picture posters called
the “Races of Man.” Composed of interesting
photographs and drawings to illustrate the sub-
ject, each poster tells a complete fact story re-
lating a significant aspect of race and culture.
Some of the topies covered are: “What is Race,”
“The Jews Are Not a Race,” “Culture Is Not In-
born,” “Composition of the American Negro."” .

OF RACES

The posters cost $5.00 for a complete set.

Orders should be addressed to Mrs. Edmonia:

W. Grant, Director of Education, Race Relations
Division, American Missionary Association, 287
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Checks
and money orders, however, should be made pay-
able to Charles S. Johnson, Director of Race Re-
lations Division of this organization.

5. Theatre and Films

Paul Robeson, singer, actor, athlete, anti-fas-
cist, winner of Thirtieth Spingarn Award.

Canada Lee, Hilda Simms, Lena Horne, Ken-
neth Spencer.

Dancers: Katherine Dunham, Pearl Primus,
Bill Robinson.

6. Athletes

Joe Louis, Howard Drew, Jesse Owens, Henry
Armstrong, Satchel Paige, John Woodruff, Wil-
liam Watson, Cornelius Johnson,

ACHIEVEMENTS
. of the
NEGRO PEOPLE

(Continued from page 12)

forces, Negro civilians aided in the war against
the Confederacy, acting as spies, saboteurs and
armed volunteers. During the war, Negro troops
displayed their valor and won wide recognition
for fine {ghting qualities. The use of Negro
soldiery, authorized in the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, was a decisive strategy of the war
against slavery.

American Revolution

Crispus Attucks was the first American to die
in the struggle for independence. Many Negroes
served as minutemen, prominent among them be-
ing Lemuel Haynes. Washington’s Continental
Army included 4,000 Negro soldiers from the
13 colonies. They fought in mixed and special
regiments. Among the Negro heroes of the war
were Peter Salem (Bunker Hill); Salem Poore
(Savannah and Charleston); and Austin Dabney.
Many Negroes were also noted for heroism at
Bunker Hill, Monmouth, Rhode Island, Points
Bridge, Long Island and other battles.

VI. CULTURAL CONTRIBUTION
1. Some outstanding scientists and inventors:

Benjamin Banneker, surveyor and astronomer,
made first American cloek in 1770.

Jo Anderson perfected the first harvester ma-
chine, the reaper.

John Ernest Matzeliger, mechanie, invented
the automatic shoe-making machine.

Granville T. Woods, who worked in Edison’s
New Jersey laboratories, leading scientist in
ereation of electrie railways, telegraph systems.

Louis H. Latimer, helped perfect the Maxim’
gun; Solomon Harper in 1909 invented self-
exploding airplane torpedo; Dr. Charles E. Drew,
leading authority on preservation of bloed plas-
ma for emergency transfusions.

George Washington Carver, slaveborn, pio-
neered in development of new industrial prod-
ucts from the sweet potato and peanut. His
methods for dehydration of fruifs and vege-
tables have saved valuable shipping space in
this war.

2. Music

Great cultural contribution of Negro folk
musie and spirituals.

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, one of the best
known modern composers. A great contempor-
ary composer is William Grant Still.

W. C. Handy, originator of “The Blues.

Paul Robeson, Marian Anderson, Dorothy
Maynor, Roland Hayes, Todd Duncan.

Dean Dixon, Duke Ellington and Louis Arm-
strong are among a host of outstanding Negro
musicians. >

3. Literature

Phyllis Wheatley, poet of the American Revo-
lution, commended by Washington.

Frederick Douglass, leading orator and jour-
nalist of the Abolitionist movement.

Charles W, Chesnutt, story writer, and Paul
Laurence Dunbar, poet.

The late James Weldon Johnson and Countee
Cullen are widely known. Also Langston
Hughes, Roi Ottley, Richard Wright, Alain
Locke, Carl Offord and Sterling Brown.

4. Artists and Sculptors

Hale Woodruff, Aaron Douglas, Jacob Law-
rence, Sam Brown, Claude Clarke.

Richmond Barthe, Augusta Savage, Sargent
Johnson,
(Continued in column at left)

13




BETTE DAVIS:

“What is religious and racial understanding
but getting along with your fellow man—the
other fellow?

“Hasn't the war taught us that necessity?
Hasn't the obligation of religious and racial
good-will been written in the blood of ALL

kinds of men—of ALL
kinds of faiths?

“Did the Army, Navy or
Marine Corps ask whether
a man were Negro or
white, a Catholie, a Prot-
estant or a Jew when they
placed guns into their
hands? You know they
didn’t.

“Men of all faiths have
fought side by side in the
armed forces against a
common foe. If they
hadn’t, there would never
have been a V-E Day. And if they weren’t
fighting side by side, there would never (have
been) a V-J Day.

“The emergency of war taught us that men
of all faiths CAN exist together with dignity
and admiration for one another.

“DID IT TAKE A WAR TO PROVE THIS
TO US?

“Will we lose that respect for one another
with the peace?

“If so, we shall have fought this war in vain.

“Let’s make ‘The Brotherhood of Man’ more
than a pretty phrase!

“LET'S MAKE IT WORK!"”

BOB HOPE:

“I saw a lot of casualties. The biggest one
I saw was the blitzing by the worst enemy of
all—race prejudice. That was the biggest
casualty after Germany. In faet, it was the
same thing! I flew in an airplane over a jungle
in Burma, and huddled up in this sky-crate
with me were a dozen fine
fellows — all Americans.
Only difference was in re-
ligion and color of skin,
Not that it made any dif-
ference to them — all
bound for fox-holes some-
where in the big serim-
mage eight thousand miles
away from home.

“I didn’t see any signs
of race or religious preju-
dice anywhere. Maybe it
was just my luck, but I
happened to be among
decent, intelligent fellows who hadn’t anything
silly about them.

“History isn’t the bunk. A lot can be learned
from it. There are still too many Caesars who
believe themselves superior to everybody else.
Superior to the fellow who goes to another
chureh, or who belongs to another ‘race’—
which is the silliest delusion of all, for no
man can ‘belong’ to anything but the human
race.,”
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HOLLYWOQOD

STARS

FRANK SINATRA:

(3

. . . When I was going to school over in
Jersey, a bunch of guys threw rocks at me
and called me a little Dago. I know a lot of
things now. I know now why they used to
call the Jewish kids in the neighborhood
‘kikes” and ‘sheenies’ and the colored kids
‘niggers.” That was so
wrong! .. .

“That’s how the Nazis
used racial and religious
prejudice to weaken the
people they wanted to de-
feat and enslave. And
that's exactly how raeial
and religious prejudice can
undermine a nation. . . .

“Now this is our job...
your job and my job and
the job of the generations
growing up .. . to stamp
out unfounded prejudices
and make the most of this wonderful country—
this country that’s been built by many people,
many creeds, nationalities and races in such
a way that it can never be divided. .. .”

HUMPHREY BOGART:

“Listen, brother. In this man’s country you
can marry the girl you like. You can pal ar?und
with the folks you like. You can pray in a
church of your own choosing, Okay. But that
doesn’t mean that one kind of church is better
than other. It doesn’t mean one kind of people
is better than another....

“Here's what science
knows. It doesn’t say may-
be. It knows.

“There are no ‘superior
races.” There are only peo-
ple who for a time happen
to be luckier or better sit-
uated than other people.

“There are no ‘inferior
races.” There are only peo-
ple who've had bad luck,
or poor education, or may-
be live in a tough climate,

“Examine a man’s brain.
It tells you nothing about his ‘race.’ Test his
blood. It tells you nothing about his ‘race.’
(Healthy blood plasma can save the life of
any wounded soldier of any color.)”

Eleanor Roosevelt
Discusses

FEAR

T A dinner in the Biltmore Hotel, support

was urged for the Adult Workshop in Inter-
racial Relations of the Downtown Community
School at 233 East 11th Street, by noted Negro
and white Americans. Among them were Dr.
Channing Tobias, executive in the Y.M.C.A.; Dr.
Margaret Mead, associate curator of ethnology;
Dr. J. Raymond Walsh, chairman, State PAC;
Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Mrs. Franklin D, Roose-
velt.

In praising the school’s program, Mrs. Roose-
velt deplored fears based on lack of knowledge
and in this connection reported a conversation
with a shopper who opposed disclosure of Amer-
ican atom discoveries because “she was afraid
of the Russians.”

“I told this woman,” Mrs. Roosevelt said,
“that the Russians are people like you and me.
They are no different. If we learn to trust them,
perhaps they will trust us.

“Until the little lady carrying packages in
the subway stops being afraid of something she
doesn’t know, the world is not going to know
peace.

“Schools should begin very early teaching
youngsters not to be afraid because being afraid
is what leads to disunity. You will find, I think,
that fear which starts with the small child is
what in the adult leads to so many of our
failures,

ELEANOR HObSEVELT (Second. R.) continues to be a
leader in the fight against racial discrimination.

“It leads to not being able to have confidence
in people of different races and different reli-
gions. We don’t know them, we don’t feel that
we understand them; therefore, we fear them
and, therefore, we can't get on with them. We
see that in our international relations; we see
that at home here now in our neighborhoods,
and I think that is the thing that we have got
to fight on every level. We have to fight it not
only with education for our small child but we
have to fight it immediately with our parents.
That is why a combination education of young-
sters and their parents is an excellent com-
bination.”

In 17 Southern states, in 1940 there were 2.174.260
Negre children in elemenlary schools; 254,580 in
high schools.

SPOTLIGHT ON SOME OF
TODAY'S HISTORY MAKERS

Langston Hughes . Carter G. Woodson
Poet Historian

Charles R. Drew Kenneth Spencer
Professor of Surgery . Singer

Max Yergan W. E, B. Du Bois
Educator, Leader Writer

Lena Horne Marien Anderson Katherine Dunham Hilda Simms
Singer and Actress Singer Dancer Actress

Pearl Primus
Dancer

Joe Louis Jackie Robinson
World Champion

Claude Clarke ‘Ernest E. Just Canada Lee Clarence Muse
Baseball Player Artist Biologist Actor Actor

Mary Meleod Bethune Benjamin ]. Davis, Jr.
Educator N. Y. City Councilman

Adam Clayion Powell
U, S. Congressman

Charles Houston Duke Ellington
Ex-FEPZ Official Musician

Dean Dixon
Conductor and Composer
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IWO LODGES
IN NEGRO
COMMUNITY

ANY important IWO activities have taken

place in the communities during the past

year. These included efforts to help stem
the deliberately planned attacks made against
the Negro people in such places as South Chi-
cago, Gary, Detroit and New York. During anti-
Negro school strikes in Gary and South Chi-
cago, IWO lodges helped to stop the outrages.
Charles A, Hill, IWO Negro leader in Detroit,
with strong support from IWO members, espe-
cially in our national group communities, re-
ceived a huge progressive vote, which nearly
elected hi mto the City Council. In New York
City, IWO members contributed in the re-elec-
tion of Brother Ben Davis, Jr., to the City
Couneil.

In Chicago, a most impressive meeting was
held by DuSable Lodge, participated in by na-
tionality groups of that city, and attended by a
eross-section of the eommunity. There were
about 2,000 in attendance, comprising 1,600 Ne-
gro and 500 white guests.

In New York, Solidarity Lodge 691 held sue-
cessful Saturday evening edueational forums
for the community. At these meetings, native
and foreign born residents of the community
learned many new things, under the heading
“The Struggle for Freedom.”

In Detroit, General Lodge 551 devoted itself
to helping the General Motors strikers, by reliev-
ing strikers’ families with baskets of needed
food. Meetings were held to inform the com-
munity about the issues and to counteract vicious
propaganda.

In Pittsburgh, IWO lodges were active in the
last election campaign to elect a Negro alder-
man, as they were in the fight against barring
of Negroes from the new YMCA and else-
where. IWO'ers helped to break down discrim-
ination barriers in mining communities and in
steel centers,

Important work was done among general
lodges too. In Staten Island, Lodge 706 ob-
tained housing for a Negro family against whom
there was discrimination. Lodge members par-
ticipate in inter-racial unity actions in the com-
munity, join in local actions to maintain OPA
prices in stores, help to prosecute violators, They
held meetings on the Wagner-Murray-Dingell
Health and Social Security Bills.

Church leaders of Mount Zion Baptist Church
cooperated with an IWO sister in opening a new
General Lodge in the Bath Beach section of
Brooklyn. Its initiation and first action in the
community was a celebration of Negro History
Week.

One for All

These few examples of community work illus-
trate the deepened understanding of the signifi-
cance of Negro-white unity. The 7,000 Negro
members are educating the white membership
to be alert against the pitfalls of separatism.
Just as the great industrial union, the CIO, un-
derstood the need to unite all in one industry,
of all faiths, creeds and color, so the IWO
nationality groups are learning and are teach-
ing others that diserimination against one group
or minority leads to discrimination against all,
Particularly those nationality groups in Amer-
ica which feel the sting of anti-Semitism and
anti-alienism see better the character of one-
ness of the fight against all forms of disérimin-
ation, A good illustration of this is in the case
of the fascist Bilbo, senator from Mississippi,
who attacked first the Negro, and then other
nationality groups, which make up the nation.
Of course, IWO members are active in the cam-
paign to have Bilbo impeached.

(Ezcerpts from article in February 1946 IWO

Fraternal Outlook by Sam Milgrom, IWO
General Director of Organization:)
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IN CHICAGO, at an IWO community rally, following
memorial services, there is singing by the Monu-

Sk :
NEGRO FRATERNAL AND CHURCH LEADERS in
New York City are interested in the varied pieces of
literature, prepared by the IWO, dealing with the
need for increased interracial activities o bring about
jobs for all, without discrimination: great social

- "

LOUISE THOMPSON,
IWO Vice-President.

One of the important
Negro leaders in the
fraternal movement for
many years, cham-
pioning unity of Negro
and white.

% mental Baptist Church Choir, appreciated by Negro
and white listeners, and promoting racial unity,

securily and the kind of freedom which rules the Bilbos
and Rankins out of public life, (Seated, center) Sam
Milgrom, G 1l Organization Director, IWO; (Stand-

ing, second from left) Samuel C, Patterson, IWO Na-
fional Negro Organizer,

LEADERS OF THE NATIONALITY GROUPS in the IWO look over new headquarters
in Harlem, for which they will help to raise funds. Negro and white in the TWO
are planning to make a real community center in the two buildings, which are
located at 12-124 West 124th Street. Chicago plans a similar center.

e
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The Negro in

THE FRATERNAL MOVEMENT

By SAM PATTERSON, IWO National Negro Organizer

N SIZE of membership and importance, frater-

nal societies rank second only to churches
in the Negro community. In Harlem (NYC)
alond, 80,000 Negroes belong to 400 fraternal
units. Allowing for overlapping memberships,
the total Negro fraternal membership in the
U. S. is about 2% millions. In 1929, when the
Grand United Order of Oddfellows last pub-
lished figures, there were 700,000 members in
13,000 units. Chandler Owen reports that there
are 60 national Negro fraternal organizations
in this country.

In March, 1775, thirteen Negroes were initi-
ated into Free Masonry, African Lodge No. 459,
in colonial America. In 1842, Philomathean
Lodge No. 646 received a charter from England
and became the first lodge in the U. S. of the
Grand United Order of Oddfellows. Lodge 646
was established in New Jersey, northern termi-
nus of the Underground Railway.

MODERN COMMUNICATIONS

Between the colonial and reconstruction eras
in America, the slave status of the Negro peo-
ple gave special importance to church and
fraternal organizations. These institutions de-
veloped Negro leadership, and provided the so-
cial life of the community. In time, as Carter
G. Woodson has noted, even business affairs
were drawn into the fraternal sphere.

A sharp decline in the Negro fraternal move-
ment has recently been noted. Modern com-
munications, such as radio and motion pictures,
the theatre and recreational centers are replac-
ing fraternal centers. The wide-scale entrance
of Negroes into the trade union movement since
the inception of the CIO, and the broader inte-
gration of Negroes into American life, have be-
come factors in diminishing the role of Negro
fraternal societies. At the same time, the nar-
row focus of aims of many Negro fraternal
leaders who have failed to keep pace with the
~deep changes taking place in the country has
turned the Negro masses in other directions.
Between the two world wars the social and po-
litieal understanding and aspirations of the Ne-
gro Americans have expanded greatly, outreach-
ing by far the old-type of leadership prevalent
in many church and fraternal bodies.

FULL EQUALITY

The International Workers Order holds a
unique position among the fraternal organiza-
tions of the Negro community. It is the only
fraternal insurance benefit society in America
which unites Negro and white membership on
the basis of full equality. In many respects the
IWO supplies the required elements whose ab-
sence in the Negro fraternal organizations has
contributed largely to their decline. These ele-
ments are: low cost insurance and sick benefits
assured by established financial stability. Its
democratic organization eliminates Jim Crow
practices and offers completely integrated fra-
ternal, cultural and social activities.

The IWO was organized in March, 1930. By
1944 there were about 3,500 Negroes and 161,500
white members. In 1945 the TWO doubled its Ne-
gro membership. In. Chicago, Du Sable Lodge
has 2,000 members; in Harlem Lodge 691 there
are 1,400 members. There are four other lodges
in Negro communities in New York City. IWO
lodges are also growing in Negro communities

* in Boston, Philadelphia, New Haven, Detroit

ad other cities. In Chicago and Harlem large
IWO centers are being built.

The nationality group character of the TWO
is an important aspeet of its growing signifi-
cance in the Negro fraternal movement. In
this united labor fraternity of General Lodges
and fourteen nationality societies, the Negro
members enjoy full equality and, at the same
time, find full opportunity to express their na-
tional culture, enriching all other national cul-
tures and being enriched in turn by them. To
the Negro people the TWO is America united.

The decline of the Negro fraternal movement
is neither inevitable nor lasting. The many
services rendered and being contributed to the
people by Negro fraternal organizations can be
enlarged. The development of IWO lodges in
the Negro communities, as a part of the whole
fralernal movement will stimulate the renas-
cence of all fraternal groups. The IWO program
provides the basis for fraternal cooperation and
growth for which there has been a long-felt need,

IWO LEADER STRESSES
FIGHT FOR EQUALITY

N[AX BEDACHT, the General Secretary of the

IWO, in a statement on the significance of
Negro History Week in 1946, emphasized the
deep necessity for pushing ahead the struggle
for equal rights. He said:

“It is no accident that the International Work-
ers. Order in 1945 decided to concentrate on the
objective of mass recruitment of Negro people
into the Order. As a result of that important
decision we doubled our Negro membership and
seriously began the transformation of our or-
ganization from a predominantly white mem-
bership fraternal into an inter-racial society.

“This development has great significance for
the nation in the fight for equality of the Negro
people, A powerful inter-racial organization like
the IWO can become the spearhead in that
fight. It will provide the American people with
a living demonstration of the possibility of
such vnity and the practice of equality. That is
why we urge every Negro to join the IWO and
thus not only improve his security through its
benefits but aid the battle for equality.”

WE MOURN THE LOSS
OF COUNTEE CULLEN

Pecple's Poet, 1946

Negroes in

THE TRADE UNIONS

INCREASED employment of Negroes in indus-

try has brought a parallel inerease of their
membership in the trade unions of America.
From a Negro trade union membership of 150,000
in 1936-37, there was a jump fto about 850,000
in 1944, There are over 425,000 Negroes in
the CIO; 350,000 in the AFIL; 50,000 in the
United Mine Workers and about 25,000 in other
unions,

Florence Peterson, Director of Industrial Re-
lations Division, Bureau of Labor Statisties,
U. 8. Department of Labor, wrote that while
some of the earlier precepts of the AFL were
disregarded and color restrictions were made,
“none of the CIO Internationals have adopted
any restrictive rules against Negroes.” The
Negro handbook, 1944, shows 11 Negroes in
the CIO executive for 1942-43 and six with such
offices in the AFL. Robbie Mae Riddick, In-
ternational Vice-President of the Food, Tobacco,
Agricultural and Allied Workers of America
(CIO) is perhaps the first Negro woman to be
elected to the executive board of any national
union.

WIN NEGRO RIGHTS

The CIO has been in the forefront of the
fight for recognition of Negroes in their equal
rights to jobs, training, up-grading and promo-
tion. The United Auto Workers (CIO), where
there were not many Negroes before the war,
conducted a wide edueational campaipgn among
its white membership on the necessity for
winning Negro rights.

Diserimination is practiced in AFL unions
by the Machinists and the Boilermakers, both
of which unions hold bargaining contracts for
a great section of the workers in these fields.
There are other AFL unions that discriminate
in one way or another against the Negro work-

ers. They discriminate by ritual or by consti-
tution or by tacit consent. In some cases Ne-
groes are admitted into segregated locals, with
limited rights.

For the most part, absolute exclusion of Ne-
groes is practiced by railroad unions, which are
not affiliated to the AFL or the CIO.

In both the 1943 and 1944 AFL conventions
resolutions were passed which expressed dis-
approval of discrimination. But in accepting
a resolution for a permanent Fair Employ-
ment Practice Committee, the delegates re-
jected measures in FEPC bills which would
make illegal, discrimination against Negroes by
employers or by unions.

WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION

On January 2, 1945, the California Supreme
Court ruled that a trade union must admit Ne-
groes to full membership or not try to enforce a
closed shop. This hit the AFL Boilermakers,
whose local Negro workers refused to join, since
they would have no voice or vote. In December,
1944, the U. S. Supreme Court ruled that a
union chosen as bargaining agent under the
Railway Labor Act must represent all employees
engaged in the work covered by the union,
without discrimination because of race or non-
membership.

The 1944 CIO convention urged its member
unions to incorporate in their collective agree-
ments “a provision that no person seeking em-
ployment shall be diseriminated against because
of race, creed, color or place of origin.”

In very clear terms, the CIO ealled for a per-
manent Fair Employment Practice Committee,
with teeth, so that decisions could be enforced.
It declared that “Jim Crowism , . , and any
other form of discrimination and bigotry must
be excised from our national life.”
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THE IWO Provides

Membership Without Discrimination
Low Cost Life Insurance Protection
Sick and Disability Benefits
Medical Care in Large Cities
Fraternal Life for the Family
Cultural and Social Activities

Children’s Insurance and Activities

Join the IWO

Become-a part of the fastest growing inter-

racial organization which is promoting _

equality and fighting for the health and
security of all the American people.

THE INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER

is an interracial labor fraternal benefit
organization uniting fourteen nationality
group societies and General Lodges. The
general purposes of the Order are to pro-
vide insurance protection and sick benefits
to the membership and to enrich their lives

through fraternal, cultural and recreational
activities. The IWO is dedicated to the task
of helping to establish a health and social
security system through the adoption by
Congress of the Wagner-Murray-Dingell
Health and Social Security Bills: S. 1606—
H.R. 4730 and S. 1050—H.R. 3293.

NEGRO HISTORY WEEK BULLETIN




RIVERDALE CHILDREN'S ASSOCIATION

Founded 183¢%

Office of Community Relations
OFFICHRS 122 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
MRs. ROBERT DeVECCHI GRamercy 5-5965
President

MRS. LAURENCE G. PAYSON
Visce-Pressdent

MEs. PEYTON F. ANDERSON FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Secretary

MR. LAURENCE G. PAYSON

Treasurer February, 1946
Mi1ss CONSTANCE WRIGHT

Assiste I'rearurer Dear Friend:

TRUSTEES s :

RETas o This is not an appeal for funds. It is a letter to you
Miss MARIAN ANDERSON N g . . 1
Nins Prvion F ks A as a valued friend and contributor of the Riverdale Children's
HON, WILLIAM T. ANDREWS Association. Confronted with financial limitations over the
MR. CHARLES BUCHANAN years, and with lack of staff all through the war, it became
Qf:"{.‘:'mkf’g“g‘;l‘]-‘ﬁ’;’”’“ necessary for us to face our problems and goals realistically.
Miza Honnit DoVaern To this end, after five months of study and consultation with
MRS, FREDERICK W. GARN JOST child care EXPBI‘tS, the Board of Trustees has voted several
Mgas. FRED'K M. HEIMERDINGER important changes in the policies of this agency.
MR, WARNER W. KENT
MRs. ELLIOTT HUGH LEE
MER. GILLET LEFFERTS
Dr. ARTHUR C. LOGAN

MRS. RICHARD MARTIN 1
e At this moment, we have 325 dependent and neglected

MR, MAURICE MOORE children under care in foster homes throughout Greater New
MRS, WILLARD PARKER York, and 150 children at the institution in Riverdale. These
MR. LAURENCE G. PAYSON. children come to us through the Department of Welfare and the
s Childrens Courts. For some time we have been aware of the
s el effective development of our children under foster care,

MRS. GEORGE PERERA since a foster home is a more natural environment in which

MRs. GEORGE W. PERKINS, JR. to overcome the handicaps of a bad start.
MRS, MALVIN PROCTOR
MR. CARL SHOUP
MRS. DWIGHT DEERE WIMAN
MRS, WILLIAM H. WORTHAM
Tf:;_E:;;;A;fi}&.wn“"m We are about to initiate group foster home care - an
experimental project which will be the first of its kind in
ENDORSEMENT New York City. Six children will be placed in each group home,
COMMITTEE attending school in the normal community and utilizing the
BRUCE BARTON recreational and social resources of that community. These
GEORGE GORDON BATTLE children will be those who need a small group experience under
SRBCBEARE MU ERRIUNE skilled supervision, and for whom a regular foster home is not
et suitable. They will have careful medical, dental and
REv. EUGENE C. CARDER psyechiatric services in an atmosphere which more closely
ELMER CARTER approximates what we mean when we say "a child's right to
RV HAKRX EMERSON HOSDICK safety and security.” We are planning to start several such
f‘:i‘:\ (*J";‘J‘I’;Liijﬂ;ﬁ:‘]';‘[?j‘f"“ group homes as quickly as possible. This experimental service,
Hyrus i forEs we are convinced, will give a better opportunity to the
HON. FIORELLO H. LAGUARDIA neglected child thus placed in the environment of a happy,
HON. NEWBOLD MORRIS healthy family life.
HoN, MYLES A. PAIGE
CLARENCE E. PICKETT
HON. CHARLES POLETTI
HoN. JusTINE WISE POLIER
s 1 R T P
L\Ié[z;;IR;;L:’;; < Recognizing that all children in need cannot be served
HonN. FRaNCIS E. RIVERS bY a foster home program, a Committee of the Board of Trustees
HARRY PELHAM ROBBINS is now making a study of the areas of greatest need in child care

Hovamas. in New York, giving particular consideration to the children

OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD
L. HOLLINGSWORTH WoOOD
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best served by institutional care. It may be a lack of
institutional service for adolescent boys or perhaps girls;
it may be a lack of service for the dull-normal group, or
perhaps for a specific group of emotionally disturbed
children. The child-care emergency in this city has not
allowed us to serve qualitatively a single group and this
intensified our difficulties at our present institution

in Riverdale.

In the meantime, a study of every one of the 150 children
at the institution who now represent a widely varied group,
is already under way, under careful casework supervision.
After a plan has been made for each of them, the Home at Riverdale
will be closed. The agency has assumed full responsibility
for a complete living plan for every child before the closing.
We have been increasingly conscious of the inadequacy of our
own institution facilities. The buildings, erected in 1905,
can no longer meet the standards of modern child care. This
is why we are closing the institution, expanding our foster
home service and developing other facilities in the future.

As stewards of public funds, we feel that you should have
a brief picture. The cost for the maintenance of our total
services for the next 6 months will be $254,000., Of this amount
about $140,000 will be received from public funds and other
miscellaneous income. This means that we will have to raise
about $114,000 from voluntary sources between January lst and
June 30th when our fiscal year ends. This is a real test and
challenge for the community.

We are mindful of the uncertainty of the times but know
that the community will never fail to meet its obligations to
the children served by a sound and forward-looking agency.
These years have been notable for the development of an inter-
racial admission policy in our agency, an inter-racial Board
and staff. In the tense years that lie ahead for the young
people of America, our contribution to racial unity and
opportunity for all children is a link in the strong chain
that will secure the peace,

During the 109 years of Riverdale's 1life, it has played
a leading part in New York's child care services in the
tradition of its Quaker founders. We mean to keep faith with
our founders and with the 15,000 children who over the years
have turned to us as guardians.

We look to you for the continued interest and support for
which we have been so grateful in the past. We need your
confidence and backing in behalf of the children to whom we
are mutually dedicated.

Sincerely yours,

hama,ahﬂ‘ée\/&ea&;
Mrs. Robert DeVecchi
President







BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS of the

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE ORGANIZATION OF PEACE
45 East 65th Street, New York City 21, N. Y.

I wish to be associated in presenting this draft proposal for an
International Bill of Human Rights to the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights.

I also enclose a contribution of $ to help you carry

on your important work.

Please make checks payable to the Committee on Human Rights.
All Coniributions are tax-exempt.




COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS
of the

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE ORGANIZATION OF PEACE

Execurive CoOMMITTEE

Henry A. Atkinson
Malcolm W. Davis
Clark M. Eichelberger
John R. Ellingston
Arthur J. Goldsmith
John LaFarge, S.J.
0. Frederick Nolde
Robert Norton

G. Bromley Oxnam
Joseph M. Proskauer
James N. Rosenberg
James T. Shotwell
Quincy Wright

Margaret Culkin Banning
Clarence A. Berdahl
Mary McLeod Bethune
W. Russell Bowie
Henry Breckinridge
Philip M. Brown
Walter Lyman Brown
Henry B. Cabot
Samuel McCrea Cavert
Joseph P. Chamberlain
Ben M. Cherrington
Kenneth Colegrove
Rev. E. A. Conway, S.].
Frederic R. Coudert
Monroe E. Deutsch
Clarence A. Dykstra
Louis Finkelstein

D. F. Fleming

George B. Ford
Christian Gauss

Harry D. Gideonse
Charles K. Gilbert
Frank P. Graham

W. W. Grant
Livingston Hartley
Melvin D. Hildreth
William Ernest Hocking
Arthur N. Holcombe
Ernest M. Hopkins
Oscar I. Janowsky
Alvin Johnson

Rufus M. Jones
Frederick C. McKee
Jeremiah T. Mahoney
Thomas H. Mahony
Charles E. Martin
William P. Merrill
Hugh Moore

Julian Morgenstern
John W. Nason

G. Ashton Oldham
Lewis Perry

Clarence E. Pickett
Daniel A. Poling
James P. Pope

Ruth Bryan Rohde
William J. Schieffelin
Murray Seasongood
Guy Emery Shipler
George N. Shuster
John Slawson

Mrs. William Dick Sporborg

Arthur Sweetser
Channing H. Tobias
Henry St. George Tucker
Ernest H. Wilkins

C.-E. A. Winslow

45 EAST 65tH STREET, NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK

December 4, 1948

Dear Miss Musser:

In all the long forward march of mankind since the dawn of history,
it remained for our generation to coin the word “genocide"- extermina-
tion of a race. Because there was no prevision of such a crime in the

mind of civilized man, there was no tribunal competent to deal with it

vy
get

nor wes ‘there adequate law under which to charge the criminals, To

this necessity, the Nuremberg tribunal was constituted.

We live in a world community in which nation-stetes legislate for
their respective peoples. We need to expand this legislative framework
so that all men may have their fundamental human rights guaranteed and
sanctioned by world agreement end authority. This purpose may be achieved
through the United Nations Commission on Humen Rights, charged with the

formulation of an International Bill of Human Rights.

It is the genius of a democracy that its citizenry may share in the
formulation of high policy. Parallel with the discussion carried on by
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, our Committee has dons its
work., We believe that our study has evolved a fitting Magna Carta for
mankind, sultable for our times. We recognize that coming generations
will amend and expand such & document to meet the needs of future times.

In the near future we shall present the enclosed draft proposal to
the United Nations Commission on Humen Rights for consideration and ac-
tion. In making such presentation we seek to emphasize the democratic
nature and strength of our support through inviting the adherence of
thousands of representative Americans to the prineciples embodied in
this Bill of Human Rights.

IT you believe with us that our propossel for an Internationsal

Bill of Human Rights fittingly incorporates and expands the principles
set forth in our own Constitution, you belong with us. I ask that

you signify your agreement by signing and returning to me the enclossd
tatement of Support.

Bill of Human Rights will be one of the great keystones in the constru
tion of & better world, you can help in its building by subscribing
our appeal for $100,000 with which to finance this work.

It is the task of thinking man to prepare a better future for the
generations which follow. If we succeed in such a task we shall have ful-

filled our social mission. I hope that you will do what you can to help.

Sincerely,

£
o d 3 / /_.’-//FM‘ ’
¥ v Zf “M
Bishop G.VBromley Oxnam
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