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Des Moines, Iowa,
Friday, 7/28/50

Laura Jane:

Recelved the lovellest note from your mother this morning,
i g + n Mnlg =]
she had enclosed with another onelto my sister in Mpls, simce
was wrlting from the lake, and didn't have my address, I see now

you get your charm and your glft of words in part from her - she
such nice things about Ruth, that I am delighted.

I'm hoping Laura that you are having the same wonderful
time that Ruth wrltes she is having - I hope you ha good weather
and that you are building up experiences and memories that will be
a treasure to you for many long years In the future - I have seen
colordd slides of the Scandinavian country in the summer time, and
1t 1s so exqulslite and so breath-taking, that you will both be
drunk wlth the natural beauty - so watch your step - - - - ~hicecupl!!!

Am hoping that nothing will occur thet will hasten the
end of your journey before the 6 weeks are up - hard to believe that
tomorrow, the 29th, 1s the half-way mark of your six weeks - time
does fly, especially when one is enjoying it. We have had a delightfully
cool July, with forecasts of hot weather to come, and looks like
to-day 1s the beginning - 1& up in the low 90's and can't say I like
1t, but the corn is sufferihg, and you know when the corn suffers,
the farmer suffers, and when the farmer suffers, the townspeople in
Iowa feel the pain to00?727%°? So here's to hot weather.

Joyce' mother who is visiting them now, arrives next Tuesday
p.m. for a vlsit with us - and I am giving a arge tea for her the next
afternoon, since I don't know how long she will stay - the rooms at
Younkers are alr-coole@, so don't have to think about that. Otherwise
| g

ave begun knitting Ruth's dress, that bright cerise one, and it goes
z2long very well - thought I would take advantage of the cool weather,

I am hoping that Russia's coming bac: to the U,N. does mean that a
general war isn't breaking out, but with them, nothing is impossible,
as far as clvilized standards go, when they are disinclined to consider
them - so let's hope.

Mr, Kohn is very busy and has plenty of troubles with his
méchanics, materials, ete, but he is bearing up pretty well. We are
looking forward to seeing you in D.M. next Fall, and with love and
best wishes, and regards to your roomle, Ruth Kobart, lsn't 1t?

Sincerely yours,

b Lot e







Saturday afternoon

Dear lsura Jane:

It was so good to hear your volce whlile Ruth was here and
you sounded so happy and full of good spirits I was delighted, The
story Ruth tells about her first Little Falls visit with the Mussers
ls almost out of this world, She enjoyed 1t so much, said 1t gave
her such a 1lift she feels like a new person - and that the whole
family, the friends of the family and everyone was so warm and cordial
that she will never forget it.

Ruth says she knows how much they all think of you and the
family that caused them to be so friendly to her - she loved every
minute of 1t - belleve me Laura dear, it is hard to adequately thank
you for all your generous thoughtful friendship and hospitality to
Ruth and to all of us. Ruth says now she knows why you are such a
darling, 1t's partly the family and background - you see she's giving
you yourself credit for part of it - - - - Does she mean you arse
partly a self-made woman?????

I hope you like the little item I gave Ruth for you and
that she had time to get 1t monogrammed in N,Y. They wouldn't promise
1t in time here so she took it along to do there - hope 1t helps you
B3XK on the trip and when you get back to the states - hope you both
have a marvellous time and keep well and happy - surely no better
example to bulld international friendship could be found than you
and Ruth - do strut your stuff.... ..

Was so delightfully cool when Ruth was here, although we had
the same hot days Saturday and Sunday that you had - gotten warm again
to-day but after ar esplte, we can take it.

Well Laura, again a million thanks - have a wonderful time,
and be sure to rescrve a good long visit with us sometime in the Fall -
we really want you and hope you will enjoy it - will certalnly do all
we can to make it interesting. With lots of love and best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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Thursday p.m.
Dear Laura Jane:

Lagt Saturday a pkg came from Mpls and thinking it was
a. delayed birthday pkg from Joyce, I opened it and was I ever sur-
prised and overjoyed? You snouldn t have done 1t, honey - at all,
I know you have an Xmas list that's long enough - but this is
really a besutiful, elegant and exqulgitse comoact - and while I don't
need a reminder of your friendship, this will certalinly be a lovely
one every tlme I powder my nose - gso thanks a2 million......

Just got my first letter from Ruth since she got back to
N.Y. and she tells me what a very pleasant visit she had in Little
Falls, that she thinks the assembly liked her program, and also that
the date for her concert was set for Sundey afternoon May 6th, a
very good date I think. So the Mussers will be having company from
Des Moines for that weekend, (if the invitation is still good????)
well the Mugsers are tough and can 8 tand a lot of abuse, I have
nokiced, so I won't spend any time feeling sorry for them, but only
concentrate on the fact that we will be enjoying our weekend up thera,
Ruth and I. Very nice prospect to anticipate. My dauphtev
agent 1ls certainly a very influential person in Minnesota ... ...

Then Ruth goes on to say that you went along to Duluth

in splte of the cold and the snow - wasg really sweet of you Laura J
and I hOpe you enjoyed it. Wasn't that funny about the measles?
And wasn't it fortunate that they dlscovered it before Ruth got there
rather than afterward? I hope you liked the' progrzm as well as
the rest of the audlencse. Sally K wired me Fril that the program
was a terrific success there - I know it probably wasn't classical
enough for you honey, but after 2ll most of the audiences aren't
musicians, or critics - and to coax them to learn to llke classical
ltems, one has to of fer something more within their understanding.
If you know what I mean. Men are more honest than women. Women
go to a concert, mostly in forelgn language - read the llbretto,
the lights go out, and then you spend the time wondering wnicq of
tne gtories you partially remember, each song is about - - it's

eally a sgstate of confusion, and I know I am certainly not dumber
the average - s o I am sure many others in the audlence are going
through the same experience. And yet they keep on doing the same
thing over again the next time.

At least 1f the program is in English you can understand it

ag you go along. There ls plenty of room for reform in this particular.

I have been in bed mostly since Sunday - some sort of cold
I didn't seem to be able to check - in the throat and chest - finally
got the dr. and he gave me gome cough remedy which has helped a lot,
and am hoping I can get out by Saturday. I never knew the days cculd
drag so - am used to being busy, and the days all tooc short - so
thig 18 a2 new and rather unpleasant experience. Have another
dressg to finish for Ruth, a dull blue taffeta dress and jacket, and
1t should be very attrac tive -

Our Sisterhood gtudy group is meeting Saturday to hear a
talk on China and the rabbi's wife and I are to lead the discugsion.
This 18 certainly a controversial questicn nowadays - hope I can hodd
my wewn. When areyou leaving for New York and how long are you




going to stay? Seems there are loads of wondsrful new shows - etc.
Ruth says 1t is good to get back and unpack for a while - tee hee -
guess one can get tooc much of anythling. I am hoping Laura that you
can gtop off here on your way back from New York for another visit
with us - would like very much to have you so try to plan 1t that

way 1f you can. Ruth says Vera has a very goecd loocking

new car, a Mercury - s&;magine she wlll be enjoying that.

I hope when you do get to New York honey, that you will help
Ruth to get some auditicnsg - it ls eagler to ask for someone elsse,
I know - and I feel 1f enough people hear her, she is bound to find
gsomeone who will want to help her - she has a lot to offer, and this
tryilng to work without an agent is Just too much work for her and tco
wearing on her - it's enough to prepare the programs, etc. I know
I can count on you, and so since I know you like to have a project
on hand, hope you will enjoy this one, of trying to place your protege...
I can Just see you tearing around, wearing (I hope) that new scarf
and the red darnation, glving the impression of a very refined girl
with a touch of daring in her makeup - and making a big hit wherever
you go - and throwing off witticlsms here and thers in a most
nonchalant way - Gads, Misgs, I am sure you'll be wonderful - - - =
and enjoying 1t all a2 loteescas

Gotten much milddr here - Mr. K hag gotten some long overdue
material so he is feeling better - and he's wondering what the
future may heold for bullders - and go tlme moves on. I hope all the
Muggers have a very happy holiday season, filled with gocod health,
mirth and revelry - and that the new year brings to them all whatever
gach one most desires......

With love, I am, Sincerely yours,
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very nice long letter - the things you say
and provocative and if you don't mind, will
at all - I want to enlighten you as much asg I
phases of pre judice that you encounter becausse
and independent thinker - and the massgses who elther
ntellligence, or interest, of understanding of what
ustice mean, follow blindly the eazasgiest way and accept
hey find them - are resentful, Jealous and susplcious
nt thinkeres..e. S0 you have to accept that fact
not to let it embltter ycu - that would be the real
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I am saving your letter - and hope you have been Jotting down
any ltems you want my opinion on - not that I am an authority, but I
can express my reaction and concluglons, and can consider them
and 1f useful have the beneflt, and 1f not usefu glggcard aee s So
bring your notes when you come.

Am sorry you are dislllusioned about Ruth - and regret much
thet I ever enlisted your help - as I know you were so eager and
willing and did it to help - - - but don't take it to heart - Ruth
has her good points and her failings, as most humans do - we havse
Just had a new weekend steorm, after a week of horrible snow and winds
ete. And so close to the 21lst, so-called first dayo f Spring. And
same thing but worse in Mpls.

Regarding Ralph, I don't mean to be unsympathetic, and unde
stand his motivations, but I still feel that he should be grown up
enough a2t 25 to understand how unfair it 1s to make mistakes that
others have to help to ray for in service or other ways - sobry I
can't be influenced by sympathy alone, but soo much gympathy c¢an be
weakenling - something stronger is needed to help suah a person's
maturing - and everyone is happler when gelf-reliant and thoughtful
and consliderate of his obligations to others. Hard cookie, isn't
ghe, thlig Sadlie Kohn????? '

My slster writes that Ralph went back to work, and then had
to come home again. Bhe also mentions your having sent her tickets,
does that mean that the concert in Little F is a certainty??? Am
gorry 4t hacs hit so many snags. When you knor that it is & certain
ty, won'ty you let Ruth know - her lost letter she says she wes not
yet sure. She mentlioned a very ple=sant day with you at the Frick
Museum and 2t Temple......

Wore my new spring sult and hat and blouse - but not yet the
goat, has been tco cold - and must admit 1t felt good to wear something
new. Dorothy Hall has asked us to h&ve lunch with her while you are
here .and 1s looking ward your visit. Hope you 2re looking and
thinkling about what 2n knlt for you so we can select something
as to style, color, etc. while you are here, and you can be measured.
Was delighted to hear thet Ruth finds the new extra blouse satis
feectory. I have been fired as her geamstress - after 8 yrs. I
imagine I have earned & ®Pest and I do have muck more time for myself .
It

was a pleagure but a responsibility also




to write Laura,
you get here Do let me know as
xpeet you - will enjoy

Keep well and enjoy yourself - gstory sbout how
L.F. folks ended up by resenting your mother's trying to bring cultural
projects to the town - 1t so typlcal of people so what the h- - one
i i y CU know
2gon 1s
jews

nust follow one's own best idezs and rest

ihat I mean,. Love and have a Happy
iat mind with the hundred
on trumped up cl
of churches in Eurcpe
Lltgelf could have been pure and hely - -

- a8 you say, what price organized
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Wedne sday p.m.

Dear Laura Jane:

Just 2 line to say that I couldn't find your 1 st
letter when I wpote you, but just now in goling through some correspond
ence, I found it. It came after Ruth had left for Kansas City, so
I couldn't give her yo:r aunt's name and address, nor give her the
message about sending the music to the accompanist. I hope that 1%
didn't cause too much inconvenience and amvery gorry about it.

Otherwise it has gotten terribly cold and windy, 4 bel ow
last night, and for the 62d time, I want to say I hate winter.....
I see your comment about developing your sense of humor - that's
wonderful although you will find that 2 lot of people not only have
no senge of humor but even do not like it in others - ag for me, I
was born that way, and i1t does make life much mors entertaining and
pleasant - tee hee - so if people 1like it, o.k. if not, don't tell
them you know me - - -

It's really a way of looking at 1ife, objective, and does
take out the sting many times - it gives me a 1ift, and I don't see how
people without 1t get along - but I suppose you can't miss what you
never had - sgo go ahead, next time I'll see you, we'll pass out

numbers, so we can each take our turn at wige-cracking- - - satigfactory???

Lots of love, and regards to your parents,







Tue sday forenocn.
Dezar Laure Jane:

Sorry I couldn't get at a letter to you before, but the
stay in Mpls so very hectic - the children were unfair to themselves
and to me not to have notified me that their decorating etc. on their
house had been so delayed that they were still torn up and -in the midst
of 1t - so trying to lead a normal life wag rather difficult - and they
insisted I stay wlth them instead of my sister - I did finally get over
to her house for the gecond half of my vigit.. It was nice to gee them
23]l and find them well, and Naoml growing so much mentally and physl-
cally - so all in el l it was very nics.

Beslides I took up some new things for Ruth that I had cut
out and basted, and will now try to finish them and send -to N.Y. as
goon ag po sslible. They promise to look very beautiful. She hasg
galned quite a little weight since she left here, people are so generous
with eating invitations, and I really scolded her - its criminal for
her to do that - the knit dress came out so beautifully - she really
hags the figure for it - and everyone admires it - 1g very practical
besgldes and for 2 first at tempt I feel very proud of it. Want to makse
her an extra blouse for it too. I love to haveknitting lying around,
as when I get tired, can git down and rest and be knltting at the same
time - in fact when I don't have some of it on hand, find I really
miss it - what a dumb attitude to have -cultlivated

Took out the sleeveless sweater I gtarted for Mr. K last
spring and will get it finished alsc. I found a very cheerful pa tern

for your smock before I left - it isn't blue, but as I visuallze you
in it, I think it will be very becoming and practical - medium welght
so it can be worn all year - don't know when it will get done, but

at least you have it coming - and this is NOT a holiday gift elther,

please - it's just that I want you to have a little reminder of us.

Hope the concert at the high school turned out satisfactori-
ly. Howard had planned to go up to Duluth to hear Ruth, but in this
kind of weather, hardly feel it is safe to drive. When I got back Sun
day evening, found it had been clear of gnow and not too cold here, but
this morning a real Minn. blizzard and I do NOT 1like it. I don't
think I wrote you yet how nice it is that Carleton is having Ruth for
a concert, and I think it 18 quite interesting that he REQUESTED her
to include a group of Hebrew songs - he's a man with a mind. I know
they will enjoy 1it. Thig was very sw et of you, Laura J, and you do
have influence.

Am so glad the Thebom concert worked out satisfactorily - and
hope you have continued success with your work. I noticed in the
Sunday paper that the Twilight Concerts of the Symphony-have lesser
lights on their program - alsc that the U puts on programs, they had
a Cellist they presented ‘free of charge - and notlced they are irying
to form an opera group in Mpls - here the State Federation of Musgilc
Clubs is also trying to form an Opera Group - musical activity is
really broadening out everywhere and it is a good development. I
didn't hear what became of the audition for Ruth you origindly wrote
about, but hope if it didn't materialize now, that it may when she
comes out to Carleton. She finally got her brochures partlally
rewritten with the Jewlsh features omitted, and hope she gave you some
of themn. She shoulcd ‘really go over BIG at these colleges out here




as her program i1s so modern, and alive. Never hurts to sugar-coat the
bitter pill of education???

Snookle, thanks for your enclosures in the letter which lMr. K
forwarded to me to Mpls - I am returning, and what hgp pened is thls.
The HSK's have a new puppy, & dachshund (what spelling) and I did put
the letter out of reach, but seems that the enclosures fell out and
the first thing I knew there he was playing with some printed matter,
chewing and tearing, and I never dreaming what it was - but Joyce 1s
smarter than I am, so she pulled it away, and -lo and behold, it was
your enclosures - was my face ever red - that little pup would be 1n
dog-heaven, if my wishes at that moment had come true..... 5o do for-
give me - and after this I will put any enclosures that have to be
re- urned, under léck and key - - honest Injun

"I'm so glad you enjoy the prayer books and bible, e tc. that
my sister has sent you. Yes indeed the Jews as well as all other
humans are not angels -'they have all the human faults;,; and whlle
they a2s well as others, try to be God-like, 1t isn't easy - or how
could the world be in its present phate. Just - read a book up there
Interview with Indla I think it wag - such a horrible picture of those
millions of human beings, living like sub-humans - - and when I think
of what the Communists can do with them and let them loose against
the western world I shudder at the possibilities, or should I say,
certainties - we have so much to lose, and they have so much to gain.
This 1g a deadly eraz we are living in - and what the outcome  will be
is hard to foretell - I onky hope that we can be intellligent enough
to avold complete destruction. But here too, only afterward, can
we tell whether our judgement was right or not - They're so smart,
the critics, in telling afterward what should have been doné......
And they put their political party, their church, thelr group, FIRST
ingtead of putting our country FIRST - - =

lell sitting around in foreboding helps no one, especlial ly
the older people with reduced physlcal stranmgth. So will try to keep
up my courage - and hope that somehow things may not end as badly as
now seems possible. Hope you have a very happy Hollday season - if
you have any names that Ruth should have to consult when she returns to
N.Y. I know you will give them to her - you are certainly a devd ed and
intelligent friend - and we are aware of 1t.

Regarding the improved relationships at home - nothing could
make me g0 happy Laura dear - and you will find that 1t becomes easler
to maintain better relations, just as it ig easlier to maintaln worsened
ones - in other words, hablt is as strong for good as for poor practices.
You should find this a help in your relationships with all people =-
and I hope you can remein relaxed, hopefud, confident, and happy.

And this with your earnest desire to be helpful and inspirational to
others, should make your life a full rich one, even as you yourself
desire it to be. If &7 any way I have helped you, it 1s a great Joy
to me. And I am always at your service in this regard - to help

you solve any problems that you cannot analyze clearly, because you
are so close to them, and involved emotionally.

Love and best wlishes for a Very Merry Holldey Season.




Dear Sade:

I just got back from hunting this morning and found your letter

of Thursday. The story about Rothschild purchasing the Young-
Quinlan Co, is, of course, as cockeyed as stories usually are

from people who haven't any knowledge of the facts, The facts

of the matter are this, and it is not hearsay: The original

Young Quinlan Co, was operated under Miss Elizabeth Quinlan, but
had operating difficulties for a number of years owing largely

to a lack of adequate financing. The company was sold to the
Lytton Co, of Chicago, operators of the Hub Clothing Co, in Chicago,
an extremely large and financially sound company. This occurred
several years ago, and the Lytton Co, attempted to continue the
operation of the company as the Young Quinlan for a period of time
with very limited success., However, the physical property being
well located, and the M, L., Rothschild Co, being located in an
area opposite from the direction of the normal movement of loop
trade, they made the purchase of the business from Lytton. TYou
understand, of course, that the M, L. Rothschild Co, is one of the
very oldest firms of Minneapolis, the largest in the field of
men's apparel, and with a very large following in women's apparel,
and with a large store (the largest women's and men's apparel
store) in St, Paul, When they moved from their former location
into the Quinlan building, they retained the Quinlan name as well
as their own, under the name of M, L. Rothschild—Young Quinlan
Co., The story you got is typical of the stories that start with,
T know a fellow who was married to a girl whose uncle's brother
heard that---. Try to chase these stories down to their inception
and you usually wind up with someone who has no knowledge, but does
a lot of speculation out loud, and under this speculation others
develop the story to suit their own fancy.
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