MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Laura Jane Musser and
family papers.

Copyright Notice:

This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S.
Code, Title 17). Researchers are liable for any
infringement. For more information, visit
www.mnhs.org/copyright.

Version 3
August 20, 2018


http://www.mnhs.org/copyright
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/00355.xml

MRS. LESLIE B. AVRIT

P. O. BOX 1257
JUNEAU, ALASKA










MRS. LESLIE B. AVRIT
P. O. BOX 1257
JUNEAU, ALASKA




MRS. LESLIE B. AVRIT
P. O, BOX 1257
JUNEAU, ALASKA

=2 2 ‘%:) o ‘-“5‘;7—"“2”“"" P’”’““G(‘J'H—Sk‘

D e {-: Ifl 5 : \ E’t:)'_p J'I/L-@*—c)










MRS. LESLIE B. AVRIT

P. O. BOX 1257
JUNEAU, ALASKA




SV Bunsas | Lo CAnS dunk

au{m NS " A~ N AT, - @-ﬂE
VN Arohant eser s it und

fu, Aovmiliwt Tt /Wﬁ




e

L.
Ookhnidn vt J woid s B

cad on e A -
’VYL,)J)Q“Q ban noh Gou o
Mucj\/m 5% ek mM

lircaruct on quscram Kibouy, G
/um Tl 20N tpﬂ‘—{’mﬂ“aov\
Mwqu ‘Zﬂb ﬂ"é’“‘”‘” et
(Ploss erccumns - = o g Lot 4
A Jund Waks ot ac

de%.
Phay qon agau (in gein Lo







Miss Laura Jane Musser

Linden Hill,

Little Falls,

Minnesota




Miss Judith Bestul

1507 32nd St. W.

Bradenton, Flo.







T Cloae of

Nnetoon Sndsod ffy ook

announced <44

(@7 L
..ép?}m@ﬂc@;ﬁﬁm Lzetceted

hy;?zlfda/a?w .f»r'-ema}sz, -4@0 ﬂ‘f’/if%’z'ﬁéﬁ/{
MANATEE COUNTY HIGH ScHooL _,/%/m:(?m __(é;ym?/, _WHB‘:%&/

Bradenton; Fvide










MRS. N. D. w
Riverview

OODWORTH

LITTLE PALLS, MINN.




January, 1959
NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS TO YOU FOR 1959!

Aside from the busyness of the well-known pre-Christmas rush that confronts
any teacher or church musician, the Westenburgs thought it might be novel and inter-
esting to send New Year's greetings this year instead of the conventional Christmas
cards.

Much has happened in 1958 to make our lives exciting. A year ago at this time
we were in the middle of a nine-month stay in a truly model home, which we rented
from a colleague who was away for advanced study. This ultra-modern home was com-
plete with sliding doors, pine panels, and Steinway grand piano! More than the usual
joy of living came to Westy in the spring months as he had the pleasure of traveling
from Missoula to Idaho, Washington, North Dakota, and out-state Montana to present
about ten organ recitals. Meanwhile, Elin was at home taking care of our '"first child"
-- an apricot-colored poodle named ""Pierre.!" We purchased this dog just before
Easter, when he was only five weeks old. Now, after his early months of being both
companionable and destructive, he has grown to the rather formidable full-sized
growth of sixty-five pounds!

Our summer was a dream come true! Westy enjoyed a light teaching load at
the University of Minnesota, handling about ten organ students, and played the organ
and directed the choir at St. Mark's Cathedral in Minneapolis. We lived for the ten
weeks on West Arm of Lake Minnetonka where Elin enjoyed a much-needed rest and
where we both had more than ample time to enjoy each other and the activities of water-
skiing, tennis, swimming, etc.

On our way back to Missoula during the last week in August we took an extended
trip through the South Dakota Badlands, the Black Hills, and Yellowstone Park. We
arrived in time for Elin to begin her second year of teaching fourth grade at Hawthorne
School, and for Westy to return to his work at Missoula's Presbyterian Church. By
the first of October Westy's work at the University was in full swing and since that
time our lives have been busier than ever, At times this extremely heavy schedule of
two time-consuming jobs apiece (Elin with her teaching and keeping house, and Westy
with his University and church work) seems hectic and too tiring to continue, but most
of the time it is pleasant and even exhilarating, for our time is spent in things we love.

Christmas in 1958 was, as usual, a high point of the year. The music we were
able to hear and produce renewed us considerably. And of course on December 25 we
had the gifts and the food; but this year we were further blest by a visit from Elin's
parents of Des Moines.

As we look back upon the events in 1958 we are happy. We have both come to
know increasing joys in our teaching; and we have both been thrilled many times by
the cooperation and fine spirit we have known from the choir and congregation at the
church; and, above all, we have experienced untold joys in our first complete year
together. Now we are looking forward to 1959, which we are confident will be even
more exciting than 1958; and we sincerely wish the same for you and yours.




|| RICHARD WESTENBURG
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Missoula’s Symphony
Orchestra Gains
LExperienced Players

J'
|

By JOHN A. FORSSEN -

Musicians with a wealth of ex-
perience have joined the Missoula
Civic Symphony Orchestra for its

) and rehearsals in-
dicate that western Montana hag
a real musical treat in store in

1958-59 season,

the three concerts scheduled,

Prof. Eugene Andrie, who has
driven the orchestra to yoals just
beyond it since the days when it

The March 1 concert will feature
as soloist Jeanne Couture Kostelie,
|soprano, in a selection of opera
and light opera songs. Mrs. Kos-
!telic. a graduate of the State Uni-
'ver8ity School of Music and pupil
of Prof. John Lester for several |
years, is now associated with the
Denver Civic Opera as a leading
singer and has received acclaim
for a recent appearance with -the|
Denver Symphony under Saul Cas-
ton.

The May 3 concert will be one||:

of the most novel and colorful pro- |
grams ever presented to a Mis-|
soula audience, with all the music |
derived from folk sources. Much |
of it will be American, but there
will be a sequence of music from|
European music, |

Featured on the program will |
be Miss Judith Blegen, soprano; ||
the Montana Royaleers, folk danc.|

ers, directec hy Miss Agnes Stood.!f

ley, and a Missoula public school |
chorus of 100 voices under the
direction of James Cole, Another
feature will be a new suite by
George Frederick McKay com-|
posed from authentic American|
Indian music and music from|
Sweden, Poland, Romania,, Russia
and other countries.

With this outstanding musical!
fare on the stove, supporters of|
the symphony are undertaking a|
;/campaign to get the public's feet!
;| under the table.

:|  “We feel that many in ?\-Iissoulal
‘[just. don't know what they have|
in this orchestra, and we intend |
to try to tell them,” said Mrs. |
Leonard Brewer, new president of |
the Women's Committee of the Mis.- |
soula Symphony, ‘
Her group, and other individ- |

uals, will begin Monday on a cam- |
paign to sell Missoula Civic Sym-
phony Assn. memberships, which

include season tickets to the con- i
certs.

was composed almost entirely of
players of little experience, is con-
tinuing this philosophy.

This season he no longer need
be as concerned with the mechand
ics of the playing, and he has
turned his -attention to the produc-
tion of a fine sound.

With 70 members, all sections of
the orchestra are full except the
cellos, where three more players
are needed. If necessary, Prof.
Andrie will borrow cellists from
the Spokane Symphony Orchestra
to provide complete balance. Inei-
dentally, the Spokane Symphony
may also borrow some players
from the Missoula orchestra this!
season.

Among the new players in the!
Missoula orchestra are Gerald §
Doty, visiting professor in the Uni- ¢
versity Music School and president §
of the American String Teachers §
Assn.; Dr. Lloyd Oakland. profes-
sor of music, director of the Men-
delssohn Club and a noted musie
educator, and George F, Phillips |
of Hamilton, former trombonist in
the Portland Symphony Orchestra.

These and the other excellent
musicians form an instrument cap-
able of interpreting almost any
orchestral work, an orchestra high-
ly unusual in a city the size of
Missoula. ,

The Garden City is blessed with ([
a largess of cultural events, in|§
music, drama and the arts, and|
the citizens support them. |

The concerts will provide a|
varied and exciting program. be-
ginning with the first presentation
Dec. 7, featuring Sylvia Eversole,
pianist, in the brilliant and popular
Rachmaninoff rhapsody, *“Varia-
tions on a Theme by Paganini.”
Nicolo Paganini, the greatest mas-
ter of the violin, was also a coms-
poser, principally of brilliant vir-
!tuoso musie.

Mrs. Eversole, who has appeared
as soloist: with the Cincinnati Sym-
[phony, handles the work with fi-
nesse,




|

The symphony orchestra w
born and nurtured under the ix
fluence of the wealthy pnncu’ﬂ
Europe, but the picture in: thts
{ country is entirely different, mem=
bers of the Women's Committee
of the Missoula Symphony were
told at their meeting Friday at the
Lodge on the University campus;

Gerald H. Doty, visiting profes=
sor in the State University Musie
School, said early orchestras” An
the United States struggled for ex3

istence. "_ :

He told of the efforts of Theg-

dore Thomas, later founder of thef
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, itoy
sell good music to the public. 4%

“From the period when musical
enjoyment was a class privilege,
we have today come to a period
when music is the common herit-
age of all who would taste of its
pleasures,”” Doty said.

“While many European musical
groups are still state supported or
subsidized, here in America we
have clung to the idea that music'
should stand on its own feet.”

Doty said that of 2,000 s:-’m-:
‘| phony orchestras in the world,
11,055 are in this country, compared.
with less than 100 in 1920. He said |
'|that in 1957, Americans continued |
to spend more money at the box
office for concert music than they
did for baseball and quoted fig-
ures showing that sales of classi-
cal music recordings now account
for 35 to 40 per cent of all sales,
as compared with 15 per cent in
1948,

“We are fortunate in having a
growing orchestra in Missoula.
The excellence of the orchestra
was a real surprise a few weeks

lago when I attended the first re-||

hearsal." Doty said.

He paid tribute to the “fine
orchestral programs’ of Missoulal
County High School and the pub-
lic grade schools and said the Mis-
souIa Civic Symphony “is the
Inatural culmination of the or-
| chestral training available in the
schools.
| He urged members of the wom-
|en's group to become an ‘‘enthusi-
| astic band doing their part towarc

»

eigel, V

iola,

1lo.




A chorus of 100 public school children directed by James Cole will sing folk songs with the symphony orchestra at the May con-
' cert, scheduled to 1..-3 og.t.h;e most interesting and colorful concerts ever presented in Missoula.




The Missoula Civiec Symphony, grown to 70 pieces, is rehearsing for the .openlng of its season
Dec. 7. Prof. Eugene Andrie, director since its founding, said the group has far better bal-
ance and ability this year.




A feature of the symphony orchestra's May concert will be folk musie,
Ruoyaleers, folk dancers, will be featured along with a Missou
and Miss Judith Blegen, soprano. Here the Royaleers get

]

and the Montana
la public schools chorus of 100 voices
instructions from caller Hans Blaszek.
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