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WE APPRECIATE YOUR KIND
REMEMBRANCE OF US.

MAY GOD BLESS AND REWARD
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0 Couldn't Srorge{ qou ot Easter




9 couldut forqe“t ou at Taster
Nor all of the wice things gou do,
0 couldut forget all our kindness,

(QOL'\F‘ sweéetness anel

ﬂwuq[ﬁful ness, too,

j[\mi 9 C.O.U.]dmlt ‘FOPqe‘t o Pe.member‘
Jo send a warm qwe.eTfmq four woy
G ) -

Jo soy ﬂuff f.] 178 [mpmq your Eas‘ter

O's the kappiest kind of o day.
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PASSIONIST MISSIONARIES
Monastery Pl., Union City, N. J.
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hrist 1s risen!
NMlay He send
His blessings

from above;

And gladden your heart

on Caster "Day
With His tender

care and love!
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Mr. and Mrs. HAndrew g N cgi{angan
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Mrs. Helen Crowe Snelling, Yice President Western Regwn
7809 Lookout Drive, La Jolla, California
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JOHN K.
SHERMAN

LIKE ALL SUCH crises in the past, the
resignation of Antal Dorati as Minneapo-
lis Symphony conductor is sudden, like
.. & thunderclap from a clear sky. All five
“-of the leavetakings of our conductors

have been dra- pu :
matic develop- .
ments, and four
of them had no
contributing
causes of deteri-
oration of ability
or performance.

Qur first con-
ductor, Emil
_Oberhoffer, was
our longest-last- 1.
ing one. He served
for 19 years. Henri . &
Verbrugghen, No. & = &
2, was on the po- ™ DORATI
dium eight years. ‘ .
Eugene Ormandy stayed five years, Dm_u-
tri Mitropoulos more than doubled_ htm
with a tenure of 12 years. Dorati will
have been here 11 seasons when he de-
parts in late April. ‘
Computing the figures, we find that

Dorati has remained in Minneapolis for'

exactly the average term of his predeces-
sors since 1903, the year of the orches-
tra’s founding. These statistics prompt us
to polish our crystal ball and predict that
from now on there'll be a conductor turn-
over every 11 years—or oftener, in view
of the increasing rapidity of change these
days.

IN THE CASES of our last three maes-
tros, the distressing wrench of their de-
parture after taking root in the commu-
nity and becoming paterfamilias of the
orchestra has been combined with the up-
ward leap of their careers, and the ex-
citement that attends it. Ormandy went
on to become conductor of the Philadel-
phia orchestra. Mitropoulos was snatched
by the New York Philharmonic and later
the Metropolitan Opera.

Dorati seems to be on the same upward
spiral, and he can’t be blamed for wanting
to board it. European bids and assign-
ments to conduct orchestras and operas
have come to him in increasing number,

- his prestige and popularity are on the
. .ascendant, and it seems we can't “hog” a
man whom so many others want.

All this confirms what has long been

* obvious, that Minneapolis is no provincial
pocket in the musical world where a con-

* -

Dorati Is on Same Spir]:‘.
as Conductors Before Hi

ductor fades away. It is both fortun
and unfortunate that the Minneapol
Symphony conductorship has become
highly visible and respected perch, an

&y
we have only ourselves (and our orches- >

tra and conductors) to blame for building
up that enviable eminence.

Dorati leaves a rich heritage and a
superb instrument to his successor, who,
incidentally, will have to be a good one.
Certainly it is no secret that he has
“firmed up” every section of the orches-
tra and in his decade here has developed
a technical polish and tonal luster prob-
ably not matched by any of the earlier
ensembles.

These are physical accomplishments,
like a good violinist getting himself the
best fiddle he can afford.

In the realms of interpretation and pro-
gramming, Dorati has been enlightened,
skilful, progressive. He has been an “idea
man.” He has never been satisfied with a
routine procedure in selecting what he
wants to play. There have been few pro-
grams where an adroit mixture of the old

+and the new has not provided at least one

major stimulus per evening, for the tradi-
tionalist on the one hand and the venture-
some on the other,

ALONG WITH HIS professional contri-
bution, Dorati has meshed into the com-
munity in a creative way, not as a back-
slapping popularity seeker but as an artist
keenly conscious of his responsibility.
More than with other artists, an orches-
tra leader is a communicator, a middle-
man between art and the public, and the
témptations are greater of apple-polishing
his hearers and giving them what they
want, or think they want.

Dorati has resisted that temptation, as
any conscientious artist would. Yet the
range of his culture and his restless, seek-
ing and zestful temperament have earned
him a faithful following and spelled
variety and stimulus in our musical fare,
and a lively sense of progress.

It's too early to say “auf wiedersehen”
but not too soon—considering the orches-
tra's peaks of performance this season-—
to say “well done!” In this sense, that of
perfecting a virtuoso ensemble, Dorati
could be said to have accomplished his
mission in Minneapolis. Our regretful
farewells will be mingled with grateful
satisfaction that he leaves in our hands a
superlative musical mechanism, to be |
treated with care, love and pride.
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