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The Patent
Filed for on May 8, 1931

Written by Thomas H. Simmons, who was a lawyer and had researched
previous patents meticulously. Drafted the patent in pencilled longhand on
now-yellowed, almost crispy sheets of inexpensive paper.

Received patent on August 30, 1932 — received by Thomas H. Simmons and
“his heirs”

Carefully detailed drawings accompany the patent.

Of particular mention is the “semi-transparent back drop” and the fact that the
‘miniature theater” may be used for both hand puppets and marionettes, it
being two foldable frames that could be latched together — the one for hand
puppets having the stage opening at the top so the performer standing
comfortably looking out with the hand puppet in front of his or her face, rather
than above the head as was conventional. The performer’s face, of course,
would be obscured by the semi-transparent back drop and clever lighting via
a lighting strip that was part of the ensemble and also patented.

The preamble states “The art of puppetry is an extremely ancient one, and
puppets have been used in most of the countries of the world for centuries.
However, in spite of the long continued and widespread use of hand puppets
and marionettes, little advance has been made in the art of either, except in
refinements in the figures themselves and in the means of manipulating them.

Objects of the invention:

e He states in his draft that one of the objects of the theatre was to “provide
by all the above-mentioned features a miniature theater adapted to home
use, as well as to use in giving public performances or shows before
groups.

All accessories could be placed inside the collapsed unit, giving great
ease in transporting.

“Its object is to provide a theater which shall be electronically lighted and
have all ordinary and extraordinary accessories, convenient and
completed.”

There probably could not be a patent on the purple one because it was much
like other table top ones. ??However, the semi-transparent back drop would
still be in use.
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Fill out this form and describe your invention on the inside of this folder as indicated
on the last page.
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Make a careful sketch of your invention on
the inside of this folder and write a description
of it in your own words, referring to the parts by
numbers. State how it operates and, briefly, its
advantages over existing constructions. [f the
space provided is not sufficient use plain white
paper, preferably of the same size as this folder,
and insert it within the folder as additional
sheets.

If you send a model of your invention be.
sure that it is well packed and bears your name
on a sheet of paper pasted or securely fastened
to the model.

Patent application must be filed within two
years of first public use of invention, and should
be filed as soon as possible after the invention is
conceived Delay has lost many a valuable idea
to its inventor,
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Patented Aug. 30, 1932

UNITED STATES

1,874,819

PATENT OFFICE

THOMAS H. SIMMONS, OF ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

MINIATURE THEATER

Application filed May 8,

The present invention relates to a minia-
ture theater for use with hand puppets or
marionettes.

The art of puppetry is an extremely an-
cient one, and puppets have been used in most
of the countries of the world for centur ies
However, in spite of the long continued and
widespread use of hand pup])(,tb and mario-
nettes, little advance has been made in the art
of either , except in refinements in the figures
themselves and in the means of mdmpul ating
them.

An object of the present invention is to
make an improved miniature theater.

In order to attain this object, there is pro-
vided, in accordance with one feature of the
invention, a pair of foldable frame structures
adapted fo be mounted one upon the other,
one of the foldable frame structures having a
stage opening therein and the frames being
S0 um-l1ur-fvd that either may be placed in
superposed position above the other and se-
cured in snuh position.

When the foldable frame having the stage
opening therein is placed above the other
frame structure, the device is adapted for use
as a hand puppet theater, while, when the
frame having the stage opening therein is
placed below “the other, the device is adapted
i‘m use as a marionette theater. In either

case, the frame not provided with the stage
opening serves to mask the body of the opera-
tor from the audience.

The foldable frames are preferably con-
structed with shallow wall recesses in which
various accessories are arranged and securely
housed when the structure is folded for stor-
age or transportation.

These and other features of the invention
will be more fully brought out in the follow-
ing description and the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein :

T igure 1 is a rear view of two superposed,
foldable frame structures in extended posi-
tion showing various accessories housed
therein.

Figure 2 is a horizontal sectional view
through the stage opening of the device when
arranged as illustrated in Figure 8 for the

80 yse of marionettes.

1931. Serial No. 535,908.

Figure 3 is a rear elevation of one frame
structure of the device as used for hand pup-
pets, a semi-transparent back drop and a
transverse top bracing member being re-
moved to more clearly display the construc-
tion of the device.

Figure 4 is a view in perspective of the
front of a theater, embodying the present
invention, as set up and in use as a hand
puppet theater and also shows the two frames
which comprise the theater, folded, and a
footlight housing and stage floor member
folded for storage or transportation.

Figure 5 is a view in front elevation of the
superposed frames in extended position,
showing an ornamentally curved top mem-
ber raised slightly from its normal position
to show means for fastening this member to
the top of the framework.

Figure 6 is a top edge view of one of the
fold 1i le frames, showing the hinge arrange-
ment by which it is folded.

Figure 7 is a vertical, sectional view
through the theater, set up for use as a hand
puppet theater, an operator, holding a pup-
pet in operative position, being indicated in
dotted lines.

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure T,
showing the theater set up for use with
marionettes, an operator being also indicated
in this view in dotted lines.

Figure 9 is an enlarged sectional view on
the line 9—9 of Figure 3.

Figure 10 is an enlarged sectional view on
the line 10—10 of Figure 3.

Figure 11 is a view in perspective of a piece
of theatrical property showing a strip con-
nected to the rear thereof for mounting said
property in a slotted opening in the stage
floor.

Figure 12 is an enlarged sectional view
through one end of a curtain support mem-
ber showing a method of securing the curtain
support member in the frame when not in
use.

Fioure 13 is a sectional view through a
lighting strip support member when secured
in the frame for storage or transportation,
showing an offset screw which is used to re-
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movably secure the strip in this position;
and

Figure 14 is a sectional view of a modified
form of frame section.

Referring to the drawings in detail, a pair
of foldable frame members A and B are each
constructed of a plurality of frame sections,
hingedly connected together so as to be fold-
able, one upon the other. The foldable frame
A comprises frame sections 1, 2, 3, and 4,
and the frame structure B also comprises four
sections 5, 6, 7, and 8. All of the sections
of both frames A and B, except the two cen-
ter sections 2 and 8 of the frame A, are con-
structed in the form of rectangular frames
having longitudinal side members and trans-
verse end members, preferably of light,
strong construction. These rectangular
frames are covered on their outer sides by
a substantially opaque material such as duck.
The construction of these frames is not ma-
terial to the invention, however, and it would
be feasible to construct these frame members
of sheet metal with inturned channeled edges,
as indicated at 1 in the modified form shown
in Figure 14.

The two central sections of the frame A
are constructed with complementary, rectan-
gular notches 9 and 10 therein, to form a
stage opening. A pair of blocks 11 and 12 are
permanently mounted, one in each of the
lower corners of the stage opening, to sup-
port a stage floor and footlight housing
member C in raised position from the lower
edge of the stage opening, so as to permit
the insertion in this opening of an electrical
contact plug 13 by means of which the foot-
lichts may be connected to a source of elec-
trical current.

The combined stage floor and footlight
housing member C comprises a bottom mem-
ber 14 which may be of wood, having a
curved outer edge and with a piece of sheet
material 15, secured around its curved outer
edge to extend upwardly therefrom to mask
the rays of footlights 16 from the audience
and to act as a reflector to direct the rays
of the footlights into the stage opening.
The straight, rear edge of the bottom mem-
ber 14 is secured to a vertical member 17. A
stage floor member 18 is hingedly connected
to the upper edge of the vertical member 17
and the floor member 18 is preferably
notched out as at 19 and 20 to receive ver-
tical frame members 21 and 22 therein to
secure the member C against displacement in
the frame. A pair of metal angle members
93 and 24 are secured to the rear corners of
the stage floor 18 and a strip 25 which is
preferably of hardwood is secured interiorly
of these angle members to extend across the
rear edge of the stage floor in spaced rela-
tion therefrom. This provides an elongated,
slotted opening 26 across the entire rear
edge of the stage floor. Various pieces of

1,874,819

stage property, which may be employed, are
constructed with means extending down-
wardly therefrom to enter the slotted open-
ing. A table constructed in this manner is
indicated in Figure 11. The table, com-
prises a base portion 127 and a top portion
128. The base 127 has secured thereto a
downwardly projecting strip 129 of a thick-
ness to be frictionally engaged by the sides
of the slot 26 when inserted therein.

When the device is used for hand puppets,
a shelf 27, made in two sections 28 and 29,
hingedly connected together to permit fold-
ing this member for storage in one frame
section, is mounted transversely across the
lower portion of the frame member A. The
foldable shelf is cut out at its forward cor-
ners and center to fit around the frame mem-
bers at the two forward angles and center
of the frame A. A pair of pins 30 and 31,
see Figure 1, are mounted in the side sec-
tions of the frame A and a pair of openings
32 and 33 are provided in the sides of the
shelf 27 to fit over these pins and support
the shelf and to firmly brace the frames A
and B in position.

When the device is to be used for mario-
nettes, this shelf 27 is mounted rearwardly
and in horizontal alinement with the upper
surface of the stage floor 18 to form an ex-
tension of said floor. A pair of staples 34
and 35 are provided on the rear corners of
the upper surface of the stage floor and a
pair of hasps 86 and 37 are mounted on the
forward edge of the shelf 27 to fit over these
hasps as one means to secure the forward
edge of the member 27 in position. When
used thus, the rear corners of the member
27 are secured to hooks 38 and 39 on the rear
vertical frame members of the sections 1 and
4, which hooks are engaged by extended
hasps as one means of effecting support for
the shelf 27.

A transverse bracing member 40 is pro-
vided with angle members 41 and 42 of
metal, mounted one on each end thereof.
This bracing member is hinged as at 43 to
permit inserting it in one of the frame sec-
tions for housing. The end portions of the
angle members 41 and 42 are spaced out-
wardly from the ends of the bracing mem-
ber 40 sufficiently to receive the upper edges
of the sections 1 and 4 therein. A pair of
metal securing strips 44 and 45, adapted to
receive the ends of the angle members 41
and 42, are mounted, one near each of the
rear upper corners of sections 1 and 4.

When the device is used as a marionette
theater, this frame member is mounted with
the angular bent end members 41 and 42 of
the bracing strip 40, inserted in the securing
strips 44 and 45, while, when used for a hand
puppet theater, the angular bent end mem-
bers 41 and 42 are placed over the upper
edge of the sections 1 and 4 to receive the
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upper edges of these sections between the
outer end of the bracing member 40 and the
angle members 41 and 42. In addition to
acting as a bracing member, the member 40
provides a support for a removable back drop
46. The bracing member 40 is provided with
hooks 47 and the back drop may be provided
with suspension rings 48 along its upper edge,
so that the drop may be supported by these
hooks when in use. This back drop is pref-
erably made of a semi-transparent material,
such as cloth, which will permit the operator,
when the device is used for hand puppets, to
discern the figures of the puppets through
the drop, while the drop at the came time
masks the operator from the view of the au-
dience. This is better accomplished by giv-
ing the performance in a dimly lighted room.
The stage lighting illuminates the figures
and the front of the drop and permits the
operator to see through the back drop, while
the operator, being in a dim or unlighted area,
is concealed from the spectators by the drop.

A pair of pivotally mounted wing drop
support members 48 and 49 are provided to
support wing drops 50 when the theater is
used for marionettes. These wing drop sup-
port members are provided with hooks 51
projecting downwardly from their lower sur-
face and the wing drops are provided with
rings along their upper edges to be engaged
by these hooks. When not in use the wing
drop supports may be folded back into the
frame.

Curtaing 52 and 53, see Figure 3, are
mounted upon a support member 54 which is
provided with two supporting eyelets 55 and
56 which are adapted to engage hooks 51 and
58 mounted above the stage opening. The
curtains 52 and 53 are provided with rings
on their upper edges which are slidably
mounted upon a rod 59, mounted transversely
helow the support member 54. A curtain
operating cord 60 is mounted on pulleys 61
and 62, the pulley 62 being of double roller
construction so as to receive both runs of the
curtain operating cord, while the pulley 61
is of cingle roller construction, the cord being
looped around this pulley. The curtain oper-
ating cord is passed around hooks 63 and 64.
The supporting rings of each of the curtains
52 and 53 nearest the center of the stage
opening are secured one to each run of the
cord, so that upon pulling the cord in one
direction, the curtains are opened and on pull-
ing it in the opposite direction, the curtains
are closed. Other methods of operating
theater curtains may be used, if desired.
Sach of the curtains is provided with a plu-
rality of buttons 65 along the inside of the
lower edge thereof, these buttons preferably
being of lead so as to weight the curtains. A
resilient band 66 which may be of elastic
cord, is threaded through eyelets 67 mounted
along one of the vertical edges of the section

3

4. When the curtain is in use over the stage
opening, this elastic cord remains in the posi-
tion illustrated in Figure 7, while, when the
curtain is stored in the frame, this cord is
looped over the buttons on the the lower edges
of the curtains to hold the curtains in out-
stretched position within the frame recess
and prevent wrinkling of the curtains. The
curtain support member 54 is provided with
a metal clip 68 secured to its outer face and
positioned to extend upwardly therefrom
when the curtain is mounted for use, as illus-
trated in Figure 3.

A lighting strip 69, preferably of the same
thickness as the curtain support member 54,
is provided with a plurality of electric light
sockets 70 with electric lamps mounted there-
in. The lighting strip is shown in Figure 1
sectired in the frame for storage or trans-
portation, while in Figures 3 and 9 it is
shown mounted in operative position above
the curtain support strip 54, being held in
position thereon by the clip 68. A flexible
conductor 71 is connected from the lighting
strip to a switch 72 and this switch is in turn
connected to contact member 73. The con-
tact member is also connected to a switch T2a
which is connected by a conductor 725 to a
plug 72¢ which is adapted to be connected
to the plug 13, which is in turn connected
to the footlights. A plug 75 adapted to be
connected to the member 73 is connected to a
long, flexible conductor cord 76 having a
socket plug 77 at its other end. This socket
plug 77 may be plugged into a wall or other
receptacle to energize the overhead and foot-
lights. Any other suitable method of elec-
trically connecting the overhead and foot-
lights to a source of electrical current may
be used.

A strip 78 of resilient material, such as
elastic webbing is mounted across the section
5 to retain backdrops and wing drops there-
in. Hooks T9 projecting forwardly are pro-
vided at the upper end of this section, from
which to hang the drops. These hooks also
serve to support marionettes 80 when not in
use, as illustrated in Figure 8, when the de-
vice is in use as a marionette theater.

Pins 81 and 82 are mounted in the sections
6 and 7. These pins are adapted to be in-
serted between the folded portions of an
ornamental curved top structure 83 and the
folded portions of the member 27 when these
parts are housed in the frame. A hook 84
which is mounted to swivel in the side of the
gection 6 retains the upper end of the orna-
mental top member 83, while a hasp 85 is
adapted to overlie the member 27 and secure
it in position within the frame.

Straps 86, which may be of fabric webb-
ing, are connected one to each of the sections
A and B, respectively. These straps are pro-
vided with snap fasteners 87 which are adapt-
ed to engage posts 88 on the opposite side of
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each frame to secure the respective frames in
folded position, as illustrated in Figure 4.
Carrying straps 89 which may also be of fab-
ric webbing are secured to the outer sections
of both the foldable frames A and B.

The foldable ornamental top section 83 is
provided with pins 90 projecting downwardly
therefrom, which are adapted to enter open-
ings 91 in the upper edge of either the frames
A or B, depending on whether the device is to
be used as a hand puppet or a marionette
theater.

Hooks 91 are provided on the upper end
of each section, of each of the frames, and
pins 92 are mounted on the lower end of each
section, so that the frames may be hooked
together in superposed position with respect
to each other, with either of the frames upper-
most. The theater when folded is light and
compact and is readily set up and carries,
housed within itself, all of the necessary ac-
cessories for a hand puppet or a
marionette theater.

Tt has previously been customary in using
hand puppets for the operator or puppeteer
to stand below the stage opening and operate
the puppets above his head. The structure of
the present theater and the use of a semi-
transparent back drop makes it possible for
the puppeteer to operate the puppets before
him in a natural, comfortable position and
to aceurately observe and better control his
own movements of the puppet figures.

I claim:

1. A miniature theater having a stage
opening therein, comprising a plurality of
hingedly connected frame sections, each of
said sections being constructed in the form
of ashallow receptacle to house theatrical ae-
cessories therein, and a stage floor removably
mounted across the lower edge of said stage
opening. '

9. A miniature theater having a stage
opening therein, comprising a plurality of
frame sections hingedly connected together
to fold into superposed relation with respeet
to each other, a stage floor removably mount-
ed across the lower edee of said stage open-
ing, and a troughed footlight housing member
mounted forwardly of the forward edge of
said stage floor.

3. A miniature theater having a stage
opening, therein comprising a plurality of re-
.. cessed frame sections, a curtain support mem-
" ber removably mounted across the upper edge
of said stage opening, a curtain mounted
thereon and movable to form a closure across
said stage opening, and fastening means
adapted to removably secure said curtain sup-
port member and said curtain within one of
said recessed sections.

4. A miniature theater having a pair of
foldable frames, one of said frames having
a stage opening therein, and means to con-
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nect said frames together in superposed, edge-
wise position.

5. A miniature theatre having a foldable
frame, with a stage opening therein, a foot-
light housing member mounted across the
lower edge of said stage opening, and a stage
floor member hingedly connected to said foot-
light housing member and foldable over said
footlight housing member.

6. A miniature theatre comprising a pair
of foldable frames, one of said frames having
a stage opening therein, and means adapted
to connect said frames together in superposed,
edgewise position with either of said frames
uppermost.

7. In a miniature theatre, a foldable frame
having a stage opening therein, a stage floor
member meounted adjacent the lower edge of
said stage opening, said stage floor having a
glotted opening therein, adapted to receive a
downwardly projecting portion of a piece of
stage property.

8. In a miniature theatre, a stage, a stage
floor member terminating short of the rear of
said stage, and a resilient strip spaced rear-
wardly from the rear edge of said stage floor
member and adapted to receive a downwardly
projecting portion of a piece of stage prop-
erty therein.

9. In a miniature theatre, a foldable frame
having a stage opening therein and having a
plurality of recesses in the wall thereof,
adapted to receive a plurality of theatrical
aceessories removably housed 1n said recesses,
and supported means adapted to support
theatrical accessories in operative position on
said frame.

10. In a miniature theatre, a frame adapted
to mask the body of an operator, a stage open-
ing in said frame, and a semi-transparent back
drop positioned rearwardly of said stage
opening and forwardly of the position occu-
pied by the body of an operator to mask the
body of said operator from an audience to
permit said operator to view an object posi-
tioned forwardly of said semi-transparent
drop and rearwardly of said stage opening.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature.

THOMAS H. SIMMONS.
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN W. SCOTT, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN SECTIONAL TOY THEATERS.

Specification forming part of Letivrs Patent No. 198,050, dated December 11, 1877 ; application filed
QOctober 6, 1877.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux W. ScorT, of New
York, in the State of New York, have invented
a new and nseful Improvement in Folding or
Sectional Toy Theaters, which improvement is
fully set forth in the following speecification,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ing.

The object of my invention is to eonstruct
and arrange the several parts forming the
frame or body of the stage so that the same
are easily taken apart for the purpose of pack-
ing them into a small compass for transporta-
tion or storage.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure I rep-
resents a perspective view of my improved
stage. TFig. Il is an end view of the same
packed together for transportation. Fig. 111
is a front view of the front or prosceninm
sceene attached to the stage, shown as printed
and eut. Fig. IV is a front view of the same
as folded and fastened together. Fig. Visa
cross-section of Fig. I'V.

A represents the board or bottom plate of

the stage, provided with suitable grooves a « |
to insert and move the scenery and acting fig- |
ures. B B arve upright posts, provided with

studs # # at top and bottom. The bottom

studs are inserted into snitable holes made in

the bottom plate, and upon the top studs the

side pieees C C are fixed, as well as the cross-

ties D D. The side pieces are provided with

grooves v 2, corresponding with the grooves’
@ a in the bottom plate A, to guide the top of
the side scenes.

This arrangement of the parts forming the
stage enables the same to be easily put to-
gether or to be taken apart and packed, as
shown in Fig. II, in a very small compass
when required to be stored away or trans-
ported.

The proscenium scene I is printed on paper
or other suitable material, as shown in Fig.
[II. The same is then cut, as shown at 2, 3,
and 4, and creased at the dotted lines 5, 6, 7,
and 8, so that by bending the surfaces m w
the surfaces r» s are brought forward of the
surfaces 2 @ 2, as shown in Figs. IV and V.
By this bending of the same the projections 2
on the upper end of the surfaces » come be-
hind the end projections k of the surface s, and
are then fastened to the same by means of
metal tags e, (see Fig. IV,)and are thus easily
taken apart when desired to be packed.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The framing of a toy theater, consisting
of the bottom plate A, having grooves &, up-
right posts B, side pieces C, having grooves
v, and cross-pieces D, construeted and eom-
bined in the manner and for the purpose sub-
stantially as desecribed.

2. The proscenium scene B, having cuts 2 3
4, bent and fastened together through metal
tags ¢, substantially as and for the purpose

specified.
JOHN W. SCOTT.
Witnesses:
HenNrY E. ROEDER,
J. B. NONES.
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM S. MARTIN, OF WILLIMANTIC, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE MARTIN
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1,281,623,

Application filed October 16, 1917.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wizraam S. Magrin,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Willimantic, in the county of Windham and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Toy Thea-
ters, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to toy theaters. I
have several motives in view. One of them
is the provision of a structure which can be
readily knocked down and as easily set up
and the scenery of which can be mounted
and dismounted with the same facility, in
view of which latter circumstance scenes of
different characters as may be required in
various playlets are positioned for exhibi-
tion. Another object I have in view is the
provision of effective lighting means, where-
by for example the stage from below and
above and from back if necessary or called
upon in any specific case may be illuminated.

In the drawings accompanying and form-
ing part of the present specification I have
shown in detail one convenient form of em-
bodiment of the invention which to enable
those skilled in the art to practice the same
will be set forth fully in the following de-
scription. I do not necessarily limit my-
self to this particular disclosure; I may de-
part therefrom in several respects within
the scope of the invention defined by the
claims following said description.

Referring to said drawings:

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a toy thea-
ter involving the invention,

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the same.

Fig. 8 is a cross section on the line 3—3
of Fig. 1, looking in the direction of the ar-
row, the dotted lines showing how certain
sections are movable.

Fig. 4 is a rear view of an illuminating
device partly broken away.

Like characters refer to like parts through-
out the several views.

The plays to be produced are of such char-
acter primarily and generally to appeal to
juveniles, although this may not always be
necessary. These plays involve one or more
figures and like adjuncts which are moved
in desired fashion upon the stage. These
accessories in themselves, however, form no
part of the invention and therefore need not
be herein shown. The organization com-
prises in its make-up a front as 2, this front
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as certain other parts being made of suit-
able material such as wood. As represented
it comprises the base section 3, the interme-
diate section 4 and the top section 5. As
shown fhe intermediate section 4 is connect-
ed as by hinges 6 with the base section 3,
so that when desired the intermediate sec-
tion ean be folded down upon the stage
which will be hereinafter deseribed and as
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 3. The top
or upper section b is removably connected
with the intermediate section 4, and for this
purpose said top section 5 may be provided
on its lower edge with dowel pins as 7 to
enter dowel openings in the upper edge of
the intermediate section 4, the pins and their
openings or seats being located as shown
near the lateral edges of the front. This
front is ornamented generally with paper or
some other suitable material and the paper
entirely covers the several sections of the
front. Obviously it does not extend across
the joint between the top section 5 and the
intermediate section 4. As shown this in-
termediate section 4 has an enlarged open-
ing 8 which as shown is rectangular and
through which the stage hereinafter de-
scribed can be seen when the curtain or cur-
tains are elevated. As shown there are two
curtains, a front one 9 and a rear one 10,
they being supported upon spring rollers
both denoted by 11 on the rear upper side
of the intermediate section 4. )

The back is denoted in a general way by
12 and it comprises a base section 13 and an
upper section 14, the two being united as by
one or more hinges 15, in view of which con-
dition the upper section 14 when desired
can be swung down onto the stage 16 as
shown by dotted lines in said Fig. 3. In
this view as will be understood, the front
intermediate section 4 and the upper section
14 are shown as in the act of being either
swung down or up by dotted lines: The
stage 16 is usually rigidly secured between
the two base sections 3 and 13 in any desir-
able manner, and it will be clear that the
sections 4 and 14 are respectively connected
to the base sections above the upper surface
of the stage, so that they can properly fold
down thereon when it is desired to store
the appliance.

In addition to the several members com-
prising the frame, there are two top side
members as 17 which are connected suitably
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to the sections 4 and 14 for instance by dowel
pin construction. As shown the upper sec-
tion 14 of the rear is provided on its upper
edge near opposite sides thereof with dowel
pins as 18 adapted to removably enter seats
in the adjacent ends of the upper side mem-
bers 17, which ends rest as will be under-
stood, on said section 14. Said members 17
in addition have at their front ends dowel
pins 19 which are adapted to removably en-
ter openings or seats in the upper portion
of the intermediate section 4 near opposite
sides thereof.

It will be assumed that the parts are
set up for instance as shown by Figs. 1 and
2 and by full lines in Fig. 8. It becomes
a simple matter to knock them down assum-
ing that no drops are positioned. To do
this, the top section 5 is dismounted, after
which the upper side members 17 are taken
from place when the sections 14 and 4 can
be: folded down in superimposed relation
upon the stage 16.

The scenes of which there'may be one or
more generally consist of drops as 20 of
some suitable material as paper or light
cloth fabric which are conneeted to and
flexibly depend from the bars 21 usually of
wood and which are laid upon the upper
side members 17. These drops or scenes 20
may be ornamented in very many different
fashions. Thelength of the bars21 as shown
is greater than the width between the upper
side members 17, in view of which circum-
stance the drops 20 can readily be of 'a
length greater than the width of the open-
ing 8,

As shown the base section 3 carries a
switch block or base 22 provided with the
switches 28, 24 and 25. From the switch 25
the flexible cord 26 extends and is furnished
with a lamp 27 which can be readily moved
to the back of the structure so as to show
behind the rearmost drop 20 if there be
several, or the only drop if but merely one
be used. This freely movable lanip 27 can
be carried across the back of the structure
so as to direct its rays forwardly as may
be desired. The switch 22 can be manipu-
lated to cause the lamp 27 to flash or be
extinguished as may be desired by the user.
At the front of the stage 16 is an overhang-
ing sheet 28 which may be of sheet metal
and which may be united to the front 2 in
any desirable manner. Usually it extends
from the lower edge of the opening 8 for-
ward of which are the lamps 29 connected
as by wiring 30 to the middle switch 24
through the operation of which these two

front lamps 29 may 'be lighted or extin-

guiched.

The top section 5 of the front supports as
shown a shell 31 constituting a suitable
reflector, the back of the shell being cir-
cular and having ends. The back of the
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reflector is furnished with inturned flanges
32 adapted for the slidable réception of the
screen 33 which has transparent sheets as 84
generally of different colors. The edge por-
tions of this screen are slidably guided by
the inturned flanges 32 in view. of which
fact the screen may be slid back and forth
as may be desired to cause the direction of
different colored lights against the scenes
or other objects above the stage 16, the re-
flector or shell 30 being at an inclination to
secure this result. This reflector in the pres-
ent case is secured in some convenient man-
ner to the top section 5. One of its end
walls, the one on the left in Fig. 4, sup-
ports the socket of the lamp 85 connected
to the switch 23 and through the action of
this switch this lamp 85 may be lighted. or
extinguished. The socket member 36 of the

lamp 85 extends through an opening 37 in

its supporting wall of the reflector or shell -

30 and the sections of it clamp said wall.
The lamp, therefore, can be easily discon-

nected from the reflector, which in turn ,

presents a convenient support for the lamp
when it is desired to use the lamp. T have

mentioned the fact that there is a screen .

as 33. This screen, as I have also noted,
is furnished with one or more transparent
sheets as 84. These screens are generally of
some translucent material. As a matter of
fact they are practically transparent. They
may be of any suitable material, such as
celluloid, mica, or even glass.

What I claim is:

1. A toy theater comprising a front and
a back, the front including a base section
and a section hinged to the base and haying
an opening, and the back having a base sec-
tion and a section hinged thereto, a stage
supported between the two. base sections
below the hinges thereof, side bars connected
removably by dowel pins with the, hinged
sections, and one or more crossbars,remov-
ably supported by the side bars and pro-.
vided respectively with a drop or drops,

2. A toy theater comprising a front and
a back, the front including a base, an inter-
mediate section hinged to the base and a
top section connected removably by pins,
with the intermediate section, the latter hayv-
Ing an opening, a back comprising a base
section and an upper section hinged thereto,
a stage supported between the two base sec-
tions below the hinges thereof, and. side
bars removably connected with  the two
swinging sections, ¢ .

3. A toy theater comprising a front and a
back, the front including a base, an inter-
mediate section hinged to the base and a
top section connected removably by, pins,
with the intermediate section, the latter hay-
ing an opening, a back comprising a base
section and an upper section hinged thereto,
a, stage supported between the two base
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sections below the hinges thereof, side bars
removably connected with the two swinging
sections, a bar removably supported be-
tween the side bars and provided with a
drop, and a reflector supported by the upper
section of the front and provided with a
lamp to lproject its rays downwardly and
rearwardly.

4. A toy theater comprising a front, a
back and a stage, a switch block supported
by the front below the stage and comprising
three switches, lamps -extending from the

three switches, one of the lamps being sup-
ported by the front above the stage, the
other lamp being supported at the front
and practically the level of the stage, and
the other being located back of the stage.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM S. MARTIN.

Witnesses:
HeATH SUTHERLAND,
Joun BuckLrey.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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T'o @l whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Taonmas Mararws,
subject of the King of Great Britain, resid-
ing at Leicester, in the county of Leicester,
England, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in or Relating to Pup-
pet or Marionette Shows, (for which I have
filed an application in England Nov. 13th,
1917, which has since become Patent No.
114,400,) of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawing.

This invention relates to toys of the mari-
onette or puppet type and consists of a con-
struection and arrangement by which pup-
pets of various types or characters may be
interchangeably employed in connection
with' a scenic or other background adapted
at the upper part for the performers or op-
erator’s head to be visibly projected there-
over immediately above the body and legs
of the puppet, the latter being caused by
wires or strings to perform various move-
ments or evolutions.

The invention is preferably made out of
cardboard or the like and consists of an up-
right member or background with or with-
out wings and which may be printed or
painted in colours or otherwise to represent
stage scenery of any suitable character. A
proscenium, platform or stage may be
hinged to the upright member so that it can
be collapsed flat to same when not in use.
Or the proscenium, platform or stage may
be printed or painted on the upright mem-
ber.

The upright member is fashioned along
its upper edge so that the chin of the opera-
tor can rest therein with his face exposed
over the said member, and connected detach-
ably to the fashioned edge is the headless
body of a puppet having jointed limbs,

The head of the operator appears to form
the head of the puppet, and the limbs of the
latter ave actuated by cords, strings or wires
which pass through slots in the top edge of
the upright member.

In further describing the invention refer-
ence will be made to the accompanying
drawing, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view represent-
ing, in use, a puppet show device constitut-
ing a conerete example of the invention.

Figure 2 is a central vertical section of the
upright or background member and hinged
platiorm.

Figure 3 is a front view of an upright
member or background having a painted or
printed platform.

Figure 4 is a rear view of the puppet
shown in Figure 1.

In the convenient example shown in Fig-
ures 1 and 2, the toy comprises an upright
member 1 which forms a general back-
ground and may consist of a piece of card-
hoard suitably printed or got up as indi-
cated, a forwardly projecting platform or
stage 2, and a puppet or figure 3,

The platform or stage is hingedly at-
tached at 4 to a vertical front piece 5 which
by means of short sides 6 is carried by the
parts T these being vertically hinged at 8 on
the back 1. The sides 6 are hingedly con-
nected at 9 and 10 to the front piece 5 and
parts 7 respectively so that when the plat-
form is raised as indicated by the arrow in
Figure 2, the structure consisting of the
members 5, 6 and 7 will fold flat against the
back by the hinged sides 6 and parts 7 turn-
ing in the manner indicated by arrows in
Figure 1. The platform has on its rear edge
a tongue 11 which fits into a slot 12 in the
back 1 for the purpose of supporting the
rear part of platform in the horizontal posi-
tion when the device iz opened for use. It
will be understood that to collapse the device
the platform is raised and with the folding
of the front 5, 6, 7 as already described Lies
flat against the face of the member 1. To
open the device for use the platform is
pressed downwards until the tongue 11 en-
ters the slot 12 the downward movement of
the platform forcing forward the front 5.
The platform may be arranged in any other
convenient manner or may be omitted alto-
gether as indicated in Figure 8 where the
back member 1 consists of a flat board suit-
ably printed or got up.

The upper edge of the back member 1
(Ifigures 1 and 3) has formed in it an open-
ing 13 of suitable shape to admit of the in-
sertion thereinto of the operator’s chin in the
manner shown in Figure 1. At the bottom
of the opening 13 a notch 14 is formed for a
purpose hereinafter appearing.

The puppet may be made of cardboard or
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other sheet material suitably printed. Tt
may comprise a headless body 15 Figures 1
and 4 to which the limbs 16, 17 are loosely
jointed in some convenient manner. The
body has attached to the rear thereof a sim-
ple hook 18 by which the puppet may be de-
tachably connected to the upright member 1
by hanging it upon the edge of the opening
13, the hook being received in the aforesaid
notch 14 which prevents sideways displace-
ment while the operator’s chin fitting inte

the opening prevents upward displacement

of, the, puppet. The body part 15 has a
shaped upper edge 19 to fit under the opera-
tor’s chin.

Cords; strings or wires 20 attached to the
Limbs 16, 17 of the puppet pass upwardly
from the puppet in front of the member as
shown in Kigure 1 and, arve carried in. open
ended slots 21 or passages, afterwards pass-
ing down. behind the member 1 where they
may, as indicated by the dotted lines, he
manipulated by the hand of the operator to
move the limbs of the puppet. To provide
freedom of movement for.the limbs, the body
of the figure or puppet is held away from
the face of the upright member 1 by small
projecting. loops 22 of wire (Figure 4)
which conveniently may be formed with the
hoplk 18.
copvenient

18 constitutes 2

The  hogk
means for supporting or suspending the
puppet upon the member | asit admits of the

ficures being already changed. The apen
ended, slots 21 alse allow the cords. strings
or, wires to be easily ingerted and removed
when the figures are changed. Other means
may however, be used for supporting the
puppet. )

‘uppets or figures of varions types and
characters having movable limbs may be in-
terchangeably used with the main part 1, and
when the ficure is the representation of any
animal, bird or other similar character. »
detachable mask of corresponding facial
lilkeness may be worn hy the operator.

The upright member or backeround 1 may
have wings hingedly connected to ifs sides
23, These may fold flat upon the said
member or be opened to angle relatively
thereto to assist in supperting it for use,

What I claim then is:—

L. A toy of the marionette type prefer-
ably made of cardboard and comprising an
upright background member suitably print-
ed, and a figure adapted to be detachably
supported from the upright member, said
fioure having loosely jointed limbs operable
by strings, and the background member be-
ing adapted at the upper part for the op-
erator’s head to be wisibly prejected there-
over immediately above the figure.

2. A toy of the marionette type preferably
made of cardboard and comprising an up-
right background member suitably, printed,

1,403,514

a figure consisting of a body and loosely
jointed limbs the latter being operable by
strings, and means to support said figure on
the front of the background member, the
latter being fashioned along its upper edge
so that the chin of the operator can rest
therein above the figure.

3. A toy of the marionette type prefer-
ably made of cardbogrd and comprising an
upright background member suitably print-
ed and having an opening in its upper edge
to receive the operator’s chin, a figure con-
sisting of a body and loosely connected and
jointed limbs operable by strings; and a hook
on the back of said figure for attachment to
the opening in the background member to
support the figure underneath the operator’s
chin.

4. A toy of the marionette type preferably
madle of eardboard andecomprising an upright
background member suitably printed and
haying an ecpening in its upper edge to re-
ceive the operator’s chin, a figure consisting
of a body shaped at the top to fit under the
operator’s chin and having loosely jointed
limbs movably connected thereto, strings for
operating said limbs, and a hook on the back
of the body adapted to engage the opening
in the backeronnd to carry the figure in the
front thereof, the strings from the limbs of
the figure being carried in open ended slots
in_the background member so as to be op-
erable behind the latter for moving the
limbs.

5. A toy of the marionette type preferably
made of cardboard and comprising an up-
right background member suitably printed
and having a shaped opening in its upper
edge to receive the operator’s chin, a, plat-
form hinged to said member so that it can
be collapsed to a flat condition when not, in
use, a figure consisting of a body and loosely
jointed and connected limbs operable by
strings from behind the upright member, and
means to detachably carry said figure on the
front of the upright member.

6. A toy of the marionette type preferably
made of cardboard and comprising an up-
right background member suitably printed
and a having a shaped opening in its upper
edge to receive the operator’s chin, a folding
front piece hingedly attached to the back-
ground member, a platform hingedly at-
tached to the front piece and adapted to en-
gage the hackground member when in use,
said front piece and platform collapsing to
a flat condition when not in use; a fignre
consisting of a body and loosely jointed and
connected limbs operable by strings from be-
hind the upright member; and means to de-
tachably carry said figure on the front of the
upright member. 5

7. A toy of the marionette type compris-
ing a flat upright background member of
sheet cardboard, printed to represent a pro-
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scenium and stage and having a shaped
opening in its upper edge to receive the op-
erator’s chin, a flat cut out figure of printed
cardboard consisting of a headless body
having a shaped opening at the top to corre-
spond with that in the l%su:tkgroumi member
and fit under the operator’s chin, loosely
jointed limbs pivotally connected to said

ody and operable by means of strings
passed through open ended slots in the upper
edge of the background member so as to be
operable behind the latter, and a wire hook
rigidly attached to the back of the figure
body and adapted to engage with a notch in
5 the shaped opening of the background mem-
ber to support the figure on the front of the
latter.

8. A toy of the marionette type compris-
ing a flat upright background member

of sheet cardboard printed to represent a
proscenium and stage and having a shaped
opening in its upper edge to receive the op-
erator’s chin, a flat cut out figure of printed

cardboard consisting of a heudless body hav-
ing a shaped opening at the top to corre-
spond with that in the background member
and fit under the operator’s chin, loosely
jointed limbs pivut-a[lly connected to said
body and operable by means of strings
pressed through open ended slots in the up- 4
per edge of the background member so as to
be operable behind the latter, a wire hook
rigidly attached to the back of the figure
body and adapted to engage with a notch in

the shaped opening of the background mem- 3:

ber to support the figure on the front of the
latter, and projecting loops of wire on the
rear of the figure to hold the latter away
from the face of the background member to
provide freedom of movement of the limbs.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
THOMAS MATHEWS.
Witnesses:
R. W. C. Tayior,
Groree LesTER.




Aug. 26, 1924.
E. O. BLANTON

ART OF PRODUCING MANIKIN ACTORS

Filed April 21 . 1921

,;—..——T—'-’T;Ji:_ru_.‘ g
o PE I

Jnventor,

Zima O Blartor,

=y A"

: 27
Ty //:‘//{_?/ //\ i e
NN oy




Aug. 26, 1924. 1,505,942
E. O. BLANTON

ART OF PRODUCING MANIKIN ACTORS

Filed April 21. 1921 3 Sheets-Sheet 2

i :ﬂ'»-'ur‘r_ﬁ,,,
IR
ey

& ..T,"I—_"I’"rlr H}l‘m- ' ‘\\

Trnventor:

Kl 0. Blanton,

; a
4 %"Wﬁ’/ Ally.




Aug. 26, 1924. 1,505,942
E. O. BLANTON

ART OF PRODUCING MANIKIN ACTORS

Filed April 21. 1821

L nventor:

Flma 0. Blanton,

2 WM%




Patented Aug. 26, 1924.

UNITED STATES

1,505,942
PATENT OFFICE.

ELMA CSBORN BLANTON, OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA,

ART OF PEODUCING MANIEIN ACTORS.

Application filed April 21, 19521.

T'o all whom it may concern!

Be it known that I, BErwa Ospory Braxn-
TON, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Jacksonville, in the county of Duval
and State of Florida, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in the
Art of Produeing Manikin Actors, of which
the following is a speeifieation.

This invention relates to theatricals, and
move particularly to the art of producing
manikin characters for acting in pantomime
roles in vaudeville sketehes.

One of the essential features of this in-
vention resides in the production of mani-
kin pantomime theatricals by dressing the
operators’ legs and leaving the operators’
arms free to manipulate the universally
movable arms of fhe manikin so that they
may be caused to gesticulate or make other
movements characteristic of the human
being.

Other very essential features of this in-
vention will appear as the following speci-
fication 1s read in connection with the ac-
companying drawings which form a part
of the application, and in which:

Figure 1 is a front view of a stage show-
ing several operators with their legs dressed
to produce the manikin figures and with
the curtain broken away to show one of
the operators,

Figure 2 is a full view of one of the op-
erators showing the method of operating
the arms of the manikin figures,

Fignre 3 is a perspective view of one of
the dresses removed and with parts in sec-
tion so as to disclose the construction of
the arm and neeck portions,

Figure 4 is a top plan view of one of the
wigs which are utilized,

Figure 5 shows a perspective view of a
cap or hat which may be used with any
of the costumes,

Figure 6 is a modified form of hat,

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the leg
of an operator showing the same dressed
in such manner that a dancer in tights is
represented, and

Figure 8 1is a vertical section taken
through the leg of the operator in a plane
norinal to the line of vision in Figure T.

Figure 9 is a transverse sectional view
taken through Figure 8 at the bust line.

In the drawings, 1 indicates the ordinary
stage, and 2 the usnal foot lights. 3 repre-
sents a curtain of any suitable design, but

Serial No, 463,171.

[ preferably employ a curtain with a phan-
tom edge such as is indicated at 4 so that
it will not appear that the lower edge is
resting upon the heads of the little mani-
kin actors. There is also employed in the
production of the sketches relatively dark
or black backeround 5 which obscures the
arm-operating cables or cords which will
be hereinafter described.

Stage furniture of any suitable charvacter
may be employed and such scenery as is
desirable will, of conrse, be supplied, but
as this specification does not deal with these
features they ave not described specifically
herein.

Tn the production of these sketches rela-
tively thin operators arve obtained in order
that the diameter of the leg tmmediately
above the calf will not be large and there-
by secure a relatively small neck, as will
be hereinafter nnderstood, for the manikin
actors or actresses as the case may be.

Tach operator, indicated by the numeral
6. has her knees painted to indicate the
face 7 of the actor or actress; that is, the
eyes, nose, mouth and eyebrows are painted
either divectly on the skin of the knee cap
or are painted upon a stocking at a point
which will cover the knee cap as will be
understood, the stocking, of course, ta le
flesh calored and to be rouged at the point
where the cheeks would appear on a minia-
ture human fioure,

I shall first describe a dress to be ern-
ployed for a manikin actress, and these each
consist of a skirt 8, a waist or body portion
9 and sleeves 10 to which artificial hands
11 are attached. These hands may be made
of any suitable material but are preferably
made of some malleable metal which can
be bent or moved to assume various posi-
tions or to hold various articles such as
horns, tambourines, or with both hands
holding trays or other such articles, all of
which will be readily apparent to those
versed in the theatrical art. The sleeves
which are attached to the waist or body
portion of the garment are construected at
the armholes with rigid rings 12 of wire
or any other suitable material so as to pre-
vent falling away and flattening of the
carment at this point and the sleeves are
padded as shown at 13 with some flexible
type of padding so that the arm may ke
universally moved.

Tt will be clearly understood that the
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skirt, waist and arm portions of the garment
may be constructed in any suitable manner
and the costumers will, of course, be called
upon to devise such garments or costumes
as may be most appropriate for the sketches
which these little actors or actresses are
made to perform, but each garment is sup-
plied with an elastic neck band 14 adapted
to constrict around the leg of the operator
immediately below the knee in such manner
that the leg of the operator immediately
above the neck-band may represent the neck
15 of the manikin actor.

The face of the manikin operator being
painted directly upon the flesh of the opera-
tor's leg and the neck being the flesh of
the operator’s leg the illusion produeed to
the audience is most real and if the opera-
tors have any real muscular control over
the knee cap the facial expression of the
manikin acts may be considerably changed
at will. Each operator has, of course, both
legs dressed up in this manner so that two
manikin actors are produced for each op-
erator and the hands 11 are manipulated in
the following manner: Suspended from the
operator’s neck by a cord or other suitable
device 16 is a bar 17 to which are at-

tached strings or fine cables 18 in order
that their upper ends may be properly sup-
ported and that they may he conveniently

reached by the operator. The lower ends
of these cords are attached divectly to the
hands and being black or of a dark color
are invisible against the backeround 5. The
operator by grasping these cords may ma-
nipulate the hands to perform various dif-
ferent gesticulations or may so manipulate
them that they will carry various articles
such as trays which may be placed upon ta-
bles forming a part of the stage furniture.
In other words, by proper manipulation
of the cords or cables the manikin actors
may be caused to use their hands in a man-
ner very much similar to human beings. In
fact, fans secured to the hands may be
caused to be operated to fan the manikin
actor or actress in a very natural manner.

The upper ends of the cords or cables 18
are supported upon the rods 17 in separated
relation as shown so that the operator may
grasp and operate any one cord or a multi-
plicity of cords without having to hold all
of them in his or her hands at one time
which would make it difficult to operate any
particular one or any particular two.

Each manikin actor or actress is provided
with a wig 19 and if desirable with a hat
20 which are adapted to fit above the knee of
the operator and are constructed in the fol-
lowing manner. The wig is built around
a resilient band 21 which may be continu-
ous as shown in Figure 4 or open and with
snap fasteners or hook and eve 22 as shown
in Figure 6 so that instead of slipping it
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over the leg in the manner of an ordinary
garter as is done in the case of the wig
shown in Figure 4, it can be placed around
the leg and fastened with the snap fasten-
ers or hook and eye as is found most de-
sirable, In each ecase, however, the bhand
upon which the wig 19 is formed is made
of some elastic or stretchable material
which, constricting around the leg, supports
the wig in proper position above the knee.

The hat is construeted in a similar man-
ner; that is, the frame 23 has an opening
24 in the top defined by an elastic band 25
adapted to constrict around the leg of the
operator so as to support it in position
above the wig and over the same in the man-
ner of an ordinary hat. This band may be
continuous as is the band of the wig shown
in Figure 4 or it may be open and fas-
iened in the manner of the wig shown in
Figure 6, all of which will be readily un-
derstood.

In dressing the manikin actors or actresses
the hat, if one is used, is placed upon the
leo of the operator first in the manner of
a garter immediately above the knee and
the wig is placed npon the leg also in the
manner of a garter immediately below the
hat or cap and partially under the same.
The dress is then applied by slipping the
foot through the elastic neck band 14 and
allowing the same to constrict around the
leg immediately below the knee, the face
of the manikin operator being painted di-
rectly upon the flesh of the knee of the
operator or upon a flesh-colored stocking
at the knee. The dress is complete and the
actor ready for the sketch.

When the curtain is raised to a point im-
mediately above the operator’s knee the ac-
tors appear to the audience to be miniature
people and by taking short steps the oper-
ator may so simulate the movements of the
miniature actors that it is impossible for the
audience to know that the actnal operator
is a full grown person.

In Figure 7 the operator wears a short
sillk stocking 26 of flesh color which ter-
minates immediately below the knee of the
operator. 1In this stocking pads 27 repre-
senting the legs of the miniature dancer
are placed on opposite sides of the legs of
the operator and a division piece 28 is run
down the front of the leg of the operator
and which is preferably black or some color
contrasting with the stocking so as to pro-
duce the effect of two legs for the manikin
actor. The shoe of the operator, 29, may be
also painted to produce an illusion of two
shoes as will be readily understood and as
is shown in Figure 7. Also inside the stock-
ing suitable bust pads 30 are utilized and
surrounding the leg of the operator im-
mediately below the bust pads is a belt 31
which gives a waistline effect. In this fig-
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ure it will be noticed that the actress is rep-
resented as being in tights and her body is
then covered with some diaphanous material
with the sleeves attached thereto in the usnal
manner as above described and with a con-
stricting neck-band adapted to fit around
the leg of the operator as previously de-
scribed. This dress may be made in many
folds and the hands preferably hold sticks
that can be waived in various manners so as
to produce a dance similar to that per-
formed by La Louie Fuller.

There 1s nothing in effect broadly speak-
ing different in the construction of the parts
and the method of operating in Figure 7
than there is in Figure 1, but this figure
and the dress disclosed therein is simply
illustrated to show one of the many varia-
tions which may be employed in costumes
for use on these manikin actors.

While all of the garments here shown
have been for representing female manikin
actresses it will be readily understood from
a reading of the description of Figures 7 and
8 that male manikin actors may be produced
in a similar manner and the faces of the
actors or actresses may be either those for
white actresses or for black-faced comedians,
as is desired, and the operator may so ma-
nipulate his or her legs that the actors or
actresses may move about on the stage in
pairs or one preceding the other. In fact,
either one of the operators’ legs may be
dressed up and the other one in solid black
so that only one actor is operated by each
operator, the other black leg not being seen
against the black background of the stage.

All of these details and the various duties
which the manikin actresses or actors per-
form it would, of course, be understood is
within the knowledge of the theatrical
manager and have no part herein.

From the foregoing description and the
accompanying drawings those versed in the
art should be able to readily understand the

construction and operation and the possi-
bilities to which this invention ecan be put.
I, however, do not wish to be limited to the
specific construction herein shown which is
only one embodiment showing the broad
principle of the invention. :

described the invention,

Having thus
what I claim is:

1. The art of producing a manikin actor
which consists in first painting face features
on the knee cap of the operator and then
dressing the leg of the operator in suitable
clothes characteristic of a manikin and con-
cealing that portion of the operator which
1s not dressed as a manikin.

2. The art of producing a manikin actor
which consists in painting face features on
the knee of an operator, dressing the leg of
the operator below the knee with suitable
clothes, characteristic of a manikin affixing
a manikin wig to the leg of the operator
above the face features and concealing that
portion of the operator which is not dressed
as a manikin,

3. The art of producing a manikin actor
which consists in painting face features on
the knee of an operator, dressing the leg of
the operator below the knee with suitable
clothes characteristic of a manikin aflixing
a wig and a hat to the leg of the operator
above the face features, and concealing that
portion of the operator which is not dressed
as a manikin,

4. The art of producing an animate mani-
kin actor which consists in painting face
features on the knee of a human operator,
supporting suitable clothes characteristic
of a manikin on the legs of the operator
which carry flexible arms, providing the
operator with means for manipulating the
arms, and concealing that portion of the
operator which is not dressed as a manikin.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

ELMA OSBORN BLANTON.
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J. H. SINGER.

TOY THEATRICAL STAGE.
No. 277,798. Patented May 15, 1883.

UN1TED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

To all whom it mey concern:

the city, county, and State of New York, have

g in Toy Theatrical Stages, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention pertains to that class of de-
vices intended to represent theatrical stages
for children’s toys, and in which there is a

1o foundation to represent the floor of the stage,
formed of a piece of wood of the proper size
torepresent the floor, say twelveinehes square,
for that matter, and of sufficient thickness to
receive grooves for the support of the scenes,

15 or various portions of the scenery, to be held in
proper position to represent the scenery as set.

This invention, however, consists in form-
ing some of said grooves or slots, especially
those intended for the side scenesor wings, in

20 eéach end of said bloek or fonndation, of the ex-
act distance required for the said seenes to be
located when in proper position to represent
the views they are intended for, and a similar
set of grooves, like mortises, are formed in the

25 front edge to support the arch or proseenium,
the result of which construction is that there
»~ g lability to inake any mistake in putting

th€. e several parts together, and also support
then 4 in their proper position, so that they are
30 not! jiable to be shifted or moved out of the
wav iin shifting or operating the rest of the
scenes, which are moved to and fro in grooves

in the ordinary manner.

The drawing represents in perspective the

35 foundation and a portion of the scenery as lo-

T revercfor cated for setting a stage, A being a block,
which serves as the floor, and in which the

Hiblriesses

7?1 M grooves for the seenes are shown at B, extend-
: ~ . : e ing entirely across, so that the scenes that are
et G Sitime il tfler K, e gee ing entirely foross,

/L&h 40 intended to be shifted can be moved fromone

side of the stage to the other as desired. A#f

M, PETERS. Photo-Lithograster, Washingion, 0. C

Be it known that I, JAsPER Il. SINGER, of

invented certain new and nseful Improvements-

JASPER H. SINGER, OF NEW YORE, N. Y.
TOY THEATRICAL STA.GE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 277,76 dat ~ 15, 1888,

Application filed February 12, 1883, (Nowmodel.)

C is the arch or proseenium, whick e
made of thin sheets of wood and paintec ith
any views desired, or preferably of pasteboard,
on which lithographic views may be pasted,
and the lower ends of thisareh are inserted in
slots ent in the block A, as represented at D,
and which are cut to only the required depth
necessary to receive the feet of the arch, so

that it is prevented from shifting either to the

right or left. The wings or side scenesare rep-
resented at I, and they are also supported in
slots, as at IY, whiech hold them in an apright
position, and which also prevents them from
being moved inward or toward the center of
the stage any farther than required for their
proper position. The back secene is repre-
sented at G, and is supported in a groove at
H, as represented in the drawing, which is of
the ordinary form. These various scenes may
have views of different kinds on their oppo-
site sides, as in the present well-known form of
such toys, and therefore need not be further
explained.

What I desire to elaim as myinvention is—

1. As an article of manufacture, a toy theat-
rical stage consisting of a foundation, a pro-
sceninm, and side scenes or wings, combined
and supported at certain definite fixed points,
as hereinbefore set forth.

2. The foundation for a toy theatrical stage,
formed with grooves running the entire length
for the shifting seenes, and with intermediate
slots extending only the requnired distance to
receive and supportthe wings, as hereinbefore
set forth.

Witness my hand in the presence of two
subseribing witnesses.

JASPER H. SINGER.

Witnesses:

HERMAN T. C. KRAUS,
Eveene N, ELtor.

70



% 1 S

bz
el T

bt

_—

_.:,.|-|.?|.--IH|-... My i o

£
1 “\-.'

| .

G [

- _..___‘I

—_—

5%

| s g CTiNs

v

v

|
XiZ 2
o
LS $
X
y
F g
e




e /@?
/J/W P ,J‘

""_ et Lt pi '74“?-//\ L
”"C“ﬂ%«r v 7 %r,cﬂ-ﬂ,:— ﬁ}gd/ Mz-ﬁ/f{
.ML 7 r’e‘ b d o0t e oFhhar Aesilie
?f/“'f‘&crc..“"/rv}* ~ete atft 1 z/.(:,
//fr 'ff f/, b 7 /r'fazav— st fﬁ
Attt g PH :f:&/ B s A aetin >3
/,f‘-:c{,r ;Ly-a-/‘té »&/2«1.9;2__ ALt arefﬂg/f;ﬂ
f,ﬂw ¢ R e ’rﬁ.- gt dmP /}"{4_ Z’p/“'}t&r‘*—f K;/C

f-'(,.:{ - Fla‘i w\ ‘
o S
7% %ﬂ&.é@f% / 72 e

__.:/"/z ,,/.4/

Fie /f’;f»&c-{ o e @zérm-e and ‘& ‘/{
ﬁgf'!"f ’fzz /zzﬁfzw( W gzﬁ/qfféfbf&-d

’_:';I»'_’

Jhe - i3 4’% ﬁﬂ ,fzj';/ Cormerd
791 ﬁ?:/*f;f' ,M// M’£~ Zfr-{, 5‘1""5:”’”"'
P ,/‘_& /W{a"fr
o ltrofod oo Lo fpussfioned
2t /ffc, /mw/m f /dwwr/fm
ATt e L //g’/k“ /drd/:(’,. f




-4"1" e ﬁ/ '“»/&fawfe”(m fz%[ff 4%’*
4 Z:/?,M

8&—»-@:&

/A/fo—pofx/ f%mf —-%m/mt/f M ng/*'ﬂc
Lt ‘rv ,A»rcxc,eﬁ‘ e Aed
/w/vd/se' P25 4@ /%#%7 /fptfz::;v
/d,g/y/{/ _, |7 arr/fe'{ s 24 frnt? f’. ol

fff/"/ £ ;ﬁfm?ﬂwﬁ cand’ f;L/‘éu’l\”y;z
ﬂb Vf 7%¢ frﬁfé

’ ce Lt eon_ Cv- r?“ A{ oYt M/ /Zﬂrn\

/ﬂtﬂ‘(:( 2 Mm Lt jﬂ—u/r* fM?é;f /44..

/O.ﬂu({f ..44-”. =r M?-L 7‘:‘&!%

+c9 suoyd

}99u}S puodsg ‘0§ 6z

ANYdNOD DNAd ZINIH

YIIM IUNO02DY Uj

emo| ‘spidey Jepan

LNINWILVLS




6/4/-—,;*/{ e A

___-.’_,-"-'-:--"
= _e/f’?zfr/// /éﬁf ﬂf/c 2

@}/’1-/..-4' /ﬁ;d /’i e (@;/ -

At A 2 Loz
Mp""‘r o ¢ 51 ( & ‘.«' /
/ 4
A7 /.-.(.'--'z" ,41'.4?..:2 Lt

4

j;"ﬂf £ - ! z
- ',/’)]Uﬂf e “ly A I‘-‘f}—-lf—“

et gt

/}'Mf‘o ) .r"r*" t ""

vell. v‘r );/ ?

}ZF " 'I 7 J."f e § Y .--{.f ,'/
Clate A7~ Krmse v{:?“;‘*wcbfr 17 o7

/é‘/_ g/ //ﬁ--“f"*— mﬁé‘;ﬁ.—‘ J,-"'".J ')’LJM/E'# ,{g ;-/f_ "'}"(?4‘"

[//ﬁ’ & E¢ Mrr”/ [_('_' FL Vi E«ﬁ‘ Cett ":L_"' L f)%
7.
AL T e st L rpne /

P—pit f";’}a
. 5 o } -
/"/‘1 ) b A ( X /K 1 , {.‘/ L o

;-_-'./ /‘*?“?"/
"d%" f /p{ 5"& i ,47{/ /’-‘ ,'."/\ il ﬁ

ALY f f’?‘( & - PLlpes :_ (
5} / 51"/:./ /{ At o

"?w-& }tdf’@ﬁ;{_,f e

5T g ’;‘*’f" f‘éWr’ﬁ
”/(--e‘.’g

g = p{‘d*t'fﬂ({(’ /" L {fr /;4 f’:‘_,
5 réd *-'C‘\ =
T 0 S

r:-r; ,;P‘-'/"'/ ; ;I'.'. “K_ d
M,WzrfA/‘f ﬂwdu \f#‘
%’vmrx rf/e'r\ N /‘/%'if'd"’?\. )/{,,,,




STATEMENT

Cedar Rapids, lowa

In Account With

HINTZ DR COMPA Y

W’W? ,f;,rm—.*ffn‘:- e Y e T 4/1):'71{’{,'9

So. Second Stree
‘54 M( .-wi :w,f }%g’; dm{ WL:’(&/-
/déd /}';'a all Liiike mr Mﬂw*:ﬁ /o—arrt..,

v
-

# 2
O ve Teayte o4 C -/é( P

Lot e

//- ‘.;{j*,a AT gty = /@'Wf‘*—;)

ﬁ/[ —f[(f-,g 4 %W

gt ¢ i tletln
C’fﬁ(f’v‘&-ﬁrs-}z-f( > Jng,;,;.{,g_:{) [
Gorsircesl o iten ol it
W’V? 7;‘ = ﬁz_;‘;z—_/tfff/'\ A el
7E u@/ Pt ,.’éé
{/‘%ﬁym ARy V7Y »
%&m te ’ﬁwcw /zc(,,m—w/ ,@wﬁn,

//;.‘
lg(”/f ?«»-1_.;::*# r/;?N 2 ,,’,

/f« e 31:2, /w—uw pt{ _,m.(é',e:,i,e r7

Lbeter /?,va /’_‘i /f(/r"; » el
/mr f'zt o /ﬁ:‘f{ uf’ /{Je /:_.:flf'-a::ft:»téf? £z,
gk ALlreer /é—.} 7o j 1'1:-_5«{ wedo™ | W/CA"
“"// gt /y’/, /){L /.{,Zf;g arz
% ’gr f?w;/;w { //ﬁ (_/g/;z(‘zrfr

wf/? ,_rf/,«f*—/ﬂ,.r AAe 3/_-
Crcrfay L2l . “

e,

¢




THE DEBORAH MEADER
PUPPET SHOP
1147 Lincoln Avenue
5T. PAUL, MINN.




P

AT




THE DEBORAH MEADER
PUPPET SHOP
1147 Lincoln Avenue
ST. PALL, MINN,




A Fuppett Theater
A theater may be built as follows:

Use a manufactured building board, 4 £t, wide and at least 6 ft. 6 in.
long for the front, in which is the stage opening, 27 in., wide 17 in. khigh, the
bottom of which is 53 in, from the flocr,

From the front is a wing on each side, hinged to the front. These wings
enable the whole to stand firmly on the floor,

The front is 6 ft. 1 in, in height at the sides and slope from each side
upwards to the center 6 ft., 6 in., high, '

The wings are the same height as the outer edges of the front., Nail strips
of white pine 1 x 2 in. arcund the border of the front and wings. The strips at
the top of each wing is 7/8 in, below the upper edges of wings to serve as supports
for the ceiling, made of pine boards, preferatly flooring, held together by cleats
nailed on top. The ceiling must conform to the spread of the wings desired, Angle
irons, procurable at ten cent stores, are screwed to the top surface of the ceil-
ing, one at each end in such manner as to permit it to extend down over the upper
edges of the wings, but not screwed to them, thus holding them firmly to the ceil-
ing. The lower surface of the ceiling will be 2% in, above the stage opening.

Nail through the ceiling into the edge of a strip of clear white pine 13
in., x 1 in., 36 in, long back from the front 2% in, The front surface of this
strip is to support the curtain rod., Nail a similar strip back 11 in. from the
front, the rear surface to support & back curtain to conceal the face of the
puppeteer, but thin enough for the puppeteer to see the outline of puppets in per-
formance., Between these two strips nail e third, These three strips serve as
supports to scenery attached to them by thumb tacks or otherwise by screw and hook.
Scenery may also be attached to the inner edge of the stage and to the back curtain.
A narrow curtain may be attached to the front side of the middle strip to conceal
the wood of the ceiling and rear strips.

The stage is a 1 in. white pine board 3 ft. long, 4% in, wide. It is
notched at each end to permit it to slip through the stage opening 3% in., leaving
1 in. extending to right and left of the opening with its outer corners rounded
back to the front., Bore holes in each end of the 27 in. extension of the stage
at the inner surface of the frent and slip in nails to prevent the stage slipping
forward, Nail e quarter round strip 27 in. long along the lower outer edge of the
opening, nail to the under side of stage to further suppert the stage.

Around the opening picture railing or picture frame moulding mey be fitted
down to the stage board, squarely on each side, Inside the front nail a 3 inch
strdp of white pine across the front at the lower edge of the stage opening. A
hook from this into e screw-eye on the bottom side of the stage holds the stage
firm,

For cperating the curtain, place a screw-eye at one end and beyond the end
of the curtain rod. Place two screw-eyes beyond the opposite end of the curtain
rod, and two screw-eyes (slightly opened for inserting and removing the cord)
about 27 in, below these upper screw-cyes and a few inches apart in the border
strips of front and wing. Thread these five screw-eyes with a firm cord, joining
the ends at the middle of the curtain rod. Attach the supporting ring at the edge
of one curtain, where the cord is jeined and the ring at the edge of the other
curtain to the other line of cord opposite. When one line of the vertical ex-
tension of the cord is pulled down the curteins open. When the opposite line is
pulled down the curtains close. Small pulleys may be substituted for screw-eyes.

Neil a strip to the inside of each wing, 38 in. above the floor to support
& shelf 12 in., wide., On the upper edge of the shelf at each end fix an angle iron
to extend over and down between the supporting strip and the wing surface, to hold
the skelf in place and further bind the wings firmly together,

When constructed as sbove the theater may be collapsed for storage or
Srensportetion. The stage is slipped out by unhooking it and teking the nails
from the holes. Af%er removing the cord from the open screw-eyes the ceiling may
be lifted from the wings - likewise the shelf, then the wings will fold on the
front.,

If it is desired to have the theater out on a table, the front and wings
may be shortened by the height of the table.

The stage is more efficient by adding a strip of white pine 1% in. wide,

% in. thick and the length of the stage (a strip of "door-stop" would be tight) to
the rear of the stage by angle iroms, such as before mentioned, one at each end of
the strip and extending along the surface of the ends of the stage and screwed to
this stage so as to leave a slot, along the length of the stage the width of cigar
bex woed, into which properties on the stage may be wedged to hold them upright
and firm,

Scenery, painted on cloth preferably, may be attached to strips of wood
% inch square and these strips atteched to the ceiling by screw-eyes and hooks.
When not in use they may be hung on hooks in the edge of the shelf,




In hinging the wings to the front, place the hinges at the inner edge of
the strips on the "front," so that when the wing is spread a wide crack will not
appear between the front and wing.

Footlights and overhead lighting may be devised by adepting Christmas tree
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The present invention

use with hend puppets or marionettes.,

The art puppetry is
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is a horizontal sectional view throush the
i device when arranged as illustrated in Figure
se of marionettes,
Fipure 5 is a rear elevation of one fraﬁe structure of
Tor hand puppets, & semi-transparent back drop
top bracing momber being removed to more cleerly
device.,
in perspective of the f*ﬁnt'of a
vhe present inventlon, as sot up and in use as
theater and also shows the two frames which comprise
folded, and a Tfootlipght housing end stepe floor member
or Ttrensportation.
view in front elevation of the superpos-
position, showing an ornamentally curved top
from its normel position to show means for
to the top of the framework.

Figure 6 is a top ecdme view of one of the foldable

showing the hinge arrangement by which it is folded.

FPlgure 7 is a vertieel, sectional view throush the

theater, set up for use as a hand puppet theater, an operator, holde
ing & puppet in operative position, being indicated tted lines.
Figure 8 is & view similar to Figure
theater set up for use with merionettes, an operator
indicated in this view in dotted lines.
is an enlarged sectional view
Figure
Fioure is an enlarged sectional view on the
10 of Fisure
view in perspective of a piece of
theatrical property showing a strip connected
for mounting said property in a slotted openins
Figure 12 is an enlarged sectional

of a curtain support member showing a method




curtain support
Figure 15 is a sect al view through a lighting strip
support member when secured in the frame It storage or transporta-
tion, showing an offset serew which is used to removably socure the
8trip in this position; and
Filgure 14 is a sectional view of a modii
gaction,
Referrins %o the drawings in detail, a pair of foldable
Trame members A and B are each constructed of a plurality of frame
sections, hingedly connected together so as to be foldable, ‘one
the other. The foldable freme A comprises freme sections 1,
freme strueture B also comrises four sections
A and B, except
ne frame A, are constructed in
o' rectangulayr frames having longitudinal side mernbers and
transverse end members, preferably of lisht, strons construection.
These rectangular frames are covered on their outer sides by a sub=
stantially opague material such as duck. The construction of these
frames is not material to the invention, however, ard it would be
feasible ‘to construct these frame members of sheet metel with inturn-
ed channeled efiges, as indicated at la in the modified Torm shown in
Figure 14,
The tvwo central seetions of the frame A are constructed
with complementary, rectanguler notches © and 10 therein, to form a
stepe opening. A pair of blocks 11 and 12 are permanently mounted,
ne in each of the lower corners of the stapge opening, to support a

=

age Cloor and footlight housing member C in raised position from

the lower edge of the stage openinz, so as to permit the insertion
in this opening of an electrical contaet plug 13 by means of which
the footlighis may be conneeted to a source of electricel current.

The combined stare floor and footlisht housing member

C comprises a bottom member 14 which may be of wood, having e curved

outer edge and with a piece of sheet material 15, secured cround its

e




a reflector
stage opening

aceured to

dly conneeted

1@ floor member 18 is preferab-
to receive vertiecal frame members
ment in

cured to
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A Fuppett Theater
A theater may be built as follows:

Use a menufactured building board, 4 ft. wide and at least 6 ft. 6 in.
long for the front, in which is the stage opening, 27 in, wide 17 in. high, the
bottom of which is 563 in, from the floor,
From the front is a wing on each side, hinged to the front. These wings
enable the whole to stand firmly on the floory
The front is 6 ft. 1 in, in height at the sides and slope from each side
upwards to the center 6 ft. 6 in. high,
The wings are the same height as the outer edges of the front., Nail strips
of white pine 1 x 2 in. arcund the border of the front and wings. 'The strips at
the top of each wing is 7/8 in. below the upper edges of wings to serve as supports
for the ceiling, mede of pine boards, preferably flooring, held together by cleats
nailed on top. The ceiling must conform to the spread of the wings desired. Angle
irons, procurable at ten cent stores, are screwed to the top surface of the ceil-
ing, one at each end in such manner as to permit it to extend down over the upper
edges of the wings, but not screwed to them, thus holding them firmly to the ceil-
ing. The lower surface of the ceiling will be 23 in. above the stage opening.
Nail through the ceiling into the edge of a strip of clear white pine 15
in, x 1 in., 36 in, long back from the front 2% in. The front surface of this
strip is to support the curtain rod. Nail a similar strip back 11 in, from the
front, the rear surface to support a back curtain to conceal the face of the
puppeteer, but thin enough for the puppeteer to see the outline of puppets in per-
formance, Between these two strips nail a third., These three strips serve as
supports to scenery attached to them by thumb tacks or otherwise by screw and hook.
Scenery may also be attached to the inner edge of the stage and to the back curtain
A narrow curtein may be attached to the front side of the middle strip to conceal
the wood of the ceiling and rear strips.,
The stage is a 1 in., white pine board 3 ft. long, 4% in. wide., It is
notched at each end to permit it to slip through the stage opening 3% in., leaving
1 in. extending to right and left of the opening with its outer corners rounded
back to the front, Bore holes in each end of the 27 in., extension of the stage
at the inner surface of the front and slip in nails to prevent the stage slipping
forward. Nail a quarter round strip 27 in. long along the lower outer edge of the
opening, nail to the under side of stage to further support the stage,
Around the opening picture railing or picture frame moulding may be fitted
down to the stage board, squarely on each side, Inside the front nail a 3 inch
strip of white pine across the front et the lower edge of the stage opening., A
hook from this into & screw-eye on the bottom side of the stage holds the stage
firm,
For operating the curtain, place a screw-eye at ono end and boyond the end
of the curtain rod. Placc two screw-cyes beyond the opposite end of the curtain
rod, and two screw-oyes (slightly opened for inserting and removing the cord)
about 27 in. below these upper screw-cyes and a fow inches apart in the border
strips of front and wing., Thread these five screw-eyes with a firm cord, joining
the onds at the middle of the curtain rod., Attach the supporting ring at the edge
cf ome curtein, where the cord is joined and the ring at the edge of the other
curtain to the other line of cord opposite., When one line of the vertical ex-
tension of the cord is pulled down the curtains open. When the opposite line is
pulled down the curtains close. Small pulleys may be substituted for screw-eyes.
Neil a strip to the inside of each wing, 38 in., above the floor ton support
& shelf 12 in, wide. On the upper edge of the shelf at each end fix an angle iron
=0 extend over and down between the supporting strip and the wing surface, to hold
the skelf in place and further bind the wings firmly together.
When constructed as above the theater may be collapsed for storage or
“ransportation. The stage is slipped out by unhooking it and taking the nails
from the holes. After removing the cord from the open screw-eyes the ceiling may
be lifted from the wings - likewise the shelf, then the wings will fold on the
front.,
If it is desired to have the theater out on a table, the front and wings
may be shortened by the height of the table.
The stage is more efficient by adding a strip of white pine l%—in. wide,
% in. thick and the length of the stage (& strip of "door-stop" would be tight) to
the rear of the stage by angle irons, such as before mentioned, one at each end of
the strip and extending along the surface of the ends of the stage and screwed to
this stage so as to leave a slot, along the length of the stage the width of cigar
box wood, into which properties on the stage may be wedged to hold them upright
and firm.

Scenery, painted on cloth preferably, may be attached to strips of wood
% inch square and these strips attached to the ceiling by screw-syes and hooks.
When not in use they may be hung on hooks in the edge of the shelf.,
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