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Tmpromptu Puppets.

I. Pagteboard figures:
A. Constructive.
Made without Jjoints, colored on one or both sides with crayon
water color or poster paint.
When in use attached to pencil or dowel stick with a thumb tack
or placed in a fan holder.
B. Theatre:
(a) Edge of table, desk or window
(b) Opening, hand puppet theatre
C. Method.
(a) Nerrative with action given in pantomime.
(b) Narrative by operator.
Narrative combined with sipiple dramatization.
Dramatization with double cast.
Unison reading.
Singing by performer or group.
D. Material (Simple)
(a) Nursery rhymes.
(b) Folk and Fairy tales.

(e) Poems.

(d) Ballads.

(e) Realistic Stories,
E. Examples: Baa Baa Black Sheep - Gingerbread Boy.
II. Shadow Figures:
(1) Black & White Unjoin*ed Shadows.
A. Construction. Silhouettes cut from dlack construction

paper or opaque cardbeoard. Attach to fan holder or pencil

or dowel as colored pasteboard figures.




B. Theatre
(a) sScreens.

(1) Construction paper oiled with salad or boiled
linseed oil or lard, or tissue paper, glued in
pasteboard frame.

(1I) Muslin or sign painters cloth tacked to wood
frame.
(b) Flood lamps.
(I) Sunlight.
(II) Goose necked flood lamp.
(III) Kerosene lamp.
(I¥) Bridge lamp.
(e) Stage.

(I) Carton with opening cut to frame screen. This
should be of a size to fit the screen exactly
or made with slots so pasteboard or wood frames
may slip in and out.

Screen may be held by two participants on table,
chair backs or saw horse. It may be draped
below to hide operators.

(II1) Doorway draped below screen.

(IV) Opening of hand puppet theatre.

See C. Pasteboard figures.
Material

See D. Pasteboard figures.
Examples

The Little Nut Tree.

The House That Jack Built.




T

(2) Grayoned Colored Shadows.

A. Construction., Figures made of tagboard-colored with crayons
and then pressed with hot iron to make them transparent.
Operated same as unjointed black and white figures.
Theatre.

See B. Black and white figures.
Method.

See 0. Pasteboard figures.
Material.

See D. Pasteboard figures
Examples.

Little Bo Peep.

Oiled Construction Paper.

A. Construction: Zach color of figures is cut from corresponding
color of construction paper allowing 1/16" lap for pieces %o
be joined by glueing. When figure is complete 1% 18 oiled
with lard, salad oil or boiled linseed oil to make it trans-
parent.

It is used like the black and white figures.
Theatre.

See B. Black and white.

Method.

See ¢, Pasteboard figures.

Material.

See D. Pasteboard figures.

Examples.

Little Boy Blue.




Jointed Shadow Figures.

A. Construction: A single part of the body may be made to move
to portray stories where a single action is important.
The above type of shadow figures may also be jointed complete.
after the manner of the Chinese. (See Bulletin 6 B.)
Theatre.,
See B. Black and white figures.
Method.
See C. Pasteboard figures.
Material.
See D. Pasteboard figures.
Examples .
Jack and Jill,

The King's Breakfast.

III. HAND PUPPETS

Full figure.
Construction: Use a number of paper bags. Divide into
thirds. At third from top draw in with rubber band. At line
of second third make two slits for fingers at front fold.
Fold in top corners and paste pieces of construction paper
cut to represent features of face or draw them with crayons.
Place first finger in head and little finger and thumb
through slits at side. Such a figure may. be dressed in
crepe paper if desired.
Theatre.
(a) XIdge of table.
(b) Sheet - stretch sheet across corner of room or in &

doorway .




Apron.

Put on wrong side out - corners held by two aides.
(Puppet Center. N.Y.C. W.P.A. rec.)

Chinese Bag Theatre.

Cardboard box or carton. Bottom completely removed,
front cut out to make proscenium. Puppeteers head
supports stage. Transparent curtain drops in front

of his face leaving space for puppets to act. Bag
tacked to four bottom edges of stage and tied at waist
of puppeteers. (Puppet Center N.Y.C. W.P.A. Rec.)
Japanese Neclk Theatre.

A thin piece of wood about 15" long and 3" or 4" wide
is hung from neck with a rope or cloth sling. The
puppeteer wears a coolie hat with a veil as backdrop
for the stage, a piece of material is tacked around
the edge of the stage falling to the knees of the
operator. (Puppet Center N.Y.C. W.P.A. Rec.)
Valentine Stage.

Heart of cardboard with crogs brace of wood. A loop of

rope is attached to cross bar which is hung around

puppeteers neck. Puppet Center N.Y.C. (W.P.A. ec. )

Hand Puppet Theatre.
Constructed from large carton or matteess carton.
Method.
See 0. Pasteboard figures.
Material.
See D. Pasteboard figures.
Examples.

Little Miss Muffet.




A.

(b)

Head.

Construction: No. 7 square bottom paper bag.

Human Characters.

(a)

(d)

Take bag and open to fullest extent before you plan
features.

Indicate features in pencil. Eyes not too high. Mlouth
halfway down bag to allow space at bottom to tie bag on
wrist with rubber band, ribbon or crepe paper.

Features may be cut from colored construction paper and
pasted on the bag. A cylindrical piece of paper or
triangle folded down the center makes a nose which
stands away from bag.

Hair may be added with strips of paper.

Animal Characters.

(a)
()
(e)

You need two bags.
Open one to greatest fullness.
Cut on fold at 1/3 distance down bag from open end at
front. Out one inch further down at back (to tip head
forward) .
Fold side pieces inside bag.

top piece up and bottom piece down.
Place top folded edge over first bag 1 inch from top
and paste.

Piece extending beyond top may be used for ears.

If nostrils are wanted notch bag at points 1/3 distance

from end.
If you want ears to extend from the side case the side
pieces instead. of folding them under.

(Puppet Center - N.Y.C. W.P.A. Rec.)




Theatre.
See B. Full figure paper bag puppetbs.
Method.
See C. Pasteboard fig.
Material.
See D. Pasteboard fig.
Example.
Little Jack Horner.
¢ Rubber Ball.
A. Construction:
(a) Head.
Rubber ball any size, cut a hole in the ball large enough
to permit a tight entrance of either forefinger, with
colored papers paste on features and hair.
Costume.
Cut two holes in handkerchief about half way down.
Place center of handkerchief over forefinger and poke
into hole in ball and place thumb and little finger

thréugh other two holes. Costume may be made from

rubber apron. (Puppet Center, N.Y.C. W.P.A. Rec.)

Theatre.

See 13. Paper Bag

See C. Pasteboard
Material.
See D. Pasteboard Figures.

Examplee.




Sock Puppets.

Ao Construction:
(a) Heads.
Children socks or stockings in sizes 5 to 9 lend themselves
to this type of figure. For animals the toe of sock may be
stuffed with kapok, adding ears, or ears may be cut from
leg of stocking.. It may be pulled in hape and caught by a
.stitch or two. A tube of cardboard (made of rolled up tag
board held by gummed tape or a two inch section of a candle
tube) may be forced into kapok and held by rubber band or
by sewing.
(b) TFeatures.
May be made of bitm of construction paper, beads, buttons,
colored headed pins, embroidery floss or poster painte
(¢) Costumes.
Squares of cloth with hole in center for first finger and
two below at sither side for little finger and thumb may
constitute the costume. Collars, aprons, hats, etC., may
be made of crepe paper or cloth. Costumes may also be made
from pattern found in Bulletin 6 A,
Theatres .
See B. Paper Bag Puppets.
Coe Methods.
See C, Pasteboard Figures.
D. Material.

See D. Pasteboard Figures.




Ee :x“' amgle.
Three Little Kittens.

Frog That Would A Wooing Go.

(4) Puppets Mads From Toys.

A; Constructioni

Rip stomach seam, remove stuffing from body of toy animal
and lay back. Leave stuffing in the hind pawss Sew in a
piece of cloth for stomach so it will fit on hand. Make room
for finger in stuffing of head.
Theatre.
See B. aper Bag Puppets.
Method.
See C., Pasteboard Figures.
Material.
See D. Pasteboard Figures.
Example.
Bear with accordion.
These puppets make amusing members of an animal orchestra

or to give recitation or take part in specialty acts.

IVe MARIONETTES.

(1) Rope and Plaster.
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