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Scene I.
The Royal Palace of King Ahasuerus.

King on Throne, Haman standing before king.
Come Haman, I would have worde with thee.
Command me, most noble sire and I will do thy bidding.

I am displeased with Vashti, my Gueen, She has refused
to obey my orders. I am determined to choose a new

queens Let it be known throughout my entire kingdom

that all the beautiful maidens shall assemble in my
palace so that I may select the most attractive one to

by my Queens Go carry this message to every FPersian homes

I go, most noble king to carry out thine orderss Iay the
fairest in all Persia be thy Queen, (Bows)

Curtain




Scene 11,

Home of Mordecai. Isther is seated séwing.
Fordecal enterse

Esthers Welcome dear uncleg what news have you brought?

Mordecal: O mast beloved niece, I bring you wonderful news. Our king
has announced that he will select his new gqueen from all of
the fairest maidens of Persia., Thou, Esther, cannot disobey
the king's commands Thou must appear before him.

Lethers Oh do not send me from thees Let me stay here vhere I am
happye

Mordecai: I bow my head before the king's commands Clothe thyself
in thy most beautiful garmentss adorn thyself with thy
mother's jewels, which she wore as & brides Verily in
these; you will shine as & queen,

sther: But, unele dear, I do not wish to de a queens Let me stay
here.

Mordecal: Who can tell, lLsther dear. Thou mayest be chosen for his
queen, Fear not, my prayers will go with thees, If thou
art selected gqueen, thou mayest some day save they people in
Israel,

sthers If it is your wish uncle, then I go. But remember. I'1l
live a Jewess and a Jewess die,

Curtain




Beene III.
The Palacae,

Hoxrdecnis T wag Just in time to save the king's 1ifee If I hadn't overe
heard men plotting to slay the king, then the king might have
been destroyed, and who knows, my beloved Bother also.

(inter Haman) :

Hameh (To Mordecai) Jew, why dost thou not boy before me, the king's prime

giniuter? Enowest thou not that death awaits him who refugses to bow
afore mae.

Mordeonis I amea Jow, and I bow before none othor than the One God.

Hams Jew, thou wilt pay for this insult,
Exit Mordecal « !nter the King « Haman bove.

King: Haman, what think you of Zsther, my new Jueen?

Hamans I am overcome hy her beautys Thou couldst not have made a
wiser choice,

King: Haman, thou art my trusted friend., Please let me have your advice,

Mamani 0 most noble kings at all times I om at your services, You have
but to command mee Buy pray, may I first ask of you one favor?

King: Spenk most faithful friend,

Hamans Deny me not thips favores There is a certain people in thy land,
dispersed and scattered, vho refuse to obay thy lawss "hat profit
is 1t to you that they ghould lives I pray you, give me the powver
to destroy them and I will give thee ten thousand talents of silver,

Kings I do not wish thy silvers If thou speakest the truth, then do with
tg;aeifGOpla a8 you so desire, Here 48 my royal signet ringe ¥ork
t will,.

Haman (Bows)

King: How, I ask thy advices What should I do unto the happy man, whom
the king delights to honor?

Homan (%o himself) Vhat other men would he delight to honor dbut me?
to the king) Place upon him thy royal redes, let him ride upon thy
royel charger all tricked out in gold end let it be proclaimed throughe
out the ecity, *this i the man whom the king delights toc honor'.

Eing: Vell hast thou spokens It shall be done, BSeck thou one, lNordecai,
who seved my life, Him I delight to honor. Let him ride my horse
and wegrmy robes,

Hamang Bute-kinge«I do not understand,

Eing: Thou Inowest my meaning full wells, It is my wish.
f xit the king.)
Hamant: Never have I been so humiliated., But I will get even with that Jew
Mordecal., The king has given me the power to destroy his people.
Thoe date is sets All the Jews shall be slain on the fourtcenth of
dar and vhat is more, Mordecai shall be hanged on the gallows which
I shall erecct in my courtyaxd,

Curtain




Esther:

Mordecail

Mordecais

Scene IV.
Esther¥s Chamber.

Mordecai will soon be here. I trust he will not be discovered.
o one must know he is my uncle.

enters.

Vhy awt thou so sad my dear uncle? What has happened? Speak
uncle. Am I to blame?

No Esther, thou art not to blame. Thou hast obeyed my request
when I urged thee to appear before the kinge But now I lay upon
thee a harder task.

Yes, uncle, tell me,

You have not heard. But outside we know that the doom of our
people has been sealed by the wicked Hamane. There is great
weeping amayng our people.

iy people, the Jews in trouble?

Yes, Haman has plotted our destruction. But Esther, thou canst
save us. Go seek the king and bid him spare, for thy sake,
thy people.

I am a Jewess and the king doth not know it. Perchance when he
discovers it, he will be angry with me. Perhaps he will kill me.

=

What is thy life worth if thy people die? The time has com for
you to deliver your people. Go, dear Esther.

Do not be angry, dear Uncle. I shall do thy bidding and 7
perish, I perighe.

Curtain
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Mordecais

ather:

Yordecal:

isther:

scene Vi,

Haman on the Gallows.
Yomder he hangs. That would be i destroyer of the Jews, He
shall soon be forgotten, but the Jew whom he sought to slay
will live on forever,
Vhat is all that nolse about?
Our people are celebrating their deliverence from the hand of
the enemy, We arec saved, Let us, too, be merr + The Loxrd
has been on our pide, therefore we survived,

Hail to the King, may he live forever.

King ¢ enters) Hail to Queen Dsther, may she live forever.

Mordecai:

Let this day be a memorial to all Israel for gencrations to
comes May 1t be a day of rejoicing, of prayer and thankse

givings Por all Israel, it shall de the feast of Purim, a

day upon which Jews shall recall the triumph of justioce and
righteousnegs. Hail to the God of All Humanity.

Curtain




JHE GUEEN OF HE

(Being on account of the Fell Punisiment
Seatoved on a Knave Groeediness Led Him
Into Bvil-doing.)

Drematised for the Fuppet Theatre at the
Publie Library. Thief River Falls, Minn.

"The Queen of Hearts, she made some tarts,
All on & summer's dayg

The Enave of lHearts he stole tlose tarts,
And took them all away.

The King of Hearts ealled for those tarts,
And beat the Enave full sores

The Knave of Hearts brought back the tarts,
And vowed he'd steal no more."

Seene I The Royal EKitchen

Gneen of Hearts: Sugar and spice and everything niee,
Raisons and eltron so sweed,
Mized all together, in falr or foul weathey
Into tarte for ny seod King to eat.

Bring flour to me, which sifted must be,
And g flagon of milk fresh and white,
Some eggs I will beat in this dish qlean
Untll thay ave flully and ligit,

A bowl I will need, the raisons to soed,

The cltron to ehop very fines

Some elnnamon, too, and of cloves just a few,
With a dash of the rarest old wine.

The fire I will make. In the oven they'll bake:
Then out thay will gome plump end sweet;

And here on the shelf I'11 get them myself,

To oo0l for my geod Xins to eat.

(Gusen and Madd go out in stutsly prucsssion to music. Eater
nave 0f Hearts. Tiptoés cantiously sbout. Is frightened. Runs
bagk, returns pesk: inte everytiing, nibbles fragments on
table, and finally spies the tarts.)

Olol Ahal What's this I seel

Tarts sweet as over tarts can be,
And I==g nngry Kngve of Hearts,
Whose little stomaoh lonze for tarts)




—2—

Gadgooks! 1I'1l stow them carefully
Within ny pockeig--then 0 flee
Outside the castle gates. What fun!
And them I'll gobble everyone

(Skips merrily out with cakes)

Seene 11 The Roysl Banguet Hall. Enter in stately procession
Queen, Maid ete.
King and Queen take seate at the table.

A great surprise, my royal King,

Our serving mald to you will bring;
With my fair hesnds flour did I talke

And four snd twenty tarts did bake.
Upon a shelf in kitchen white;

They stand in rows, a goodly aight;
With richest jem they're thickly spread;
On them my King shall soon be fed.

Right well 1 love you, Gueen of Hasrts,
llone else could beke for me those tarts;
Bring forth the dainties made for me
With dyd gharming courtesy.
AEE .
(With low courtesy) I will, My Leige. (BExit)

Ho King in any lend could be

30 happy and s0 bdlest as he

o sits thms waliting for the cake
fihigh his falr Queen did fondly balke.

(Happily)

?is happiness indeed, God wot,
That now doth bless our joyous lotg
o shadow on our 1ife doth lower,
Ho sorrow dise this blissful howur.
z VLA
(Shrieks without. Wailing. Commotion. King snd
Queen start to their feet. Enter lMald saresming.)

Ch, Royal Sir and Lady fair,

fhe goodly dainties are not thore!
(Qaeen scresms)

1've senrched in pantry, shelf, and nook.

The Enave, I'm sure the tartlets tookld

(¥eeping piteously)




Captain of the Guards:

-3

Uh, lagkea=-day! What's this I hear?

The cakes I baked for one so dsar

Have vanished from our mortal sight!

Send forth and find that graceless wight!

(¥alls shrieking on the coush, Maid fans her.
ALl weep.)

(Striding uwp and down)

ind by my balidome, I ween

Such fearful sorrow ne'er wne seen!
My Men-gil=arms shall forth be semnt

To £find where Inpve and tartlets went.

In deepest dungeon, black and lond

The ginful wretch shall swift bDe tlrowm.

(fo Queen) Be comforted, your grief restrain,
The cakes we shall soon find again.

My Captain of the Guards! What! Hol
(Bator—=3Salute the King. Attention.)

Search eastls, courtyard, high and lowd

The Knave of Hearts our tarts did steal,

This wreteh is under royzl ban;

1%11 fortune follows any man

Who gives him shelter or a bed,

Yor off will neatly come his head.

(Kneeling)

Thy word is law, my King; myself

¥ill drag beck the wicked elf;

Such sinfulness I ne'er dld see,

HEis naughty deed shall punished bel
( 3alute-darch out)

Scene I Courtyard of the King's pslace. An openspace without the
walls. KEnave discovered gitting on the ground gleefully eounting
tarte. Langhs snd Imgs himgelf with Joy.

(lockingly)

TSugar and spice, end everything nice,
Reisons snd citrons so sweet,
Mixed 21l together in falr or foul weather,
Iato terts for my good King to eat."
(Rises and walks gayly sbout the eakes, lasughing)
The King, forscoth! Me thinks 'twill De the Enave of Heards
Who will dine right royally 4 today. Four and twenty little ples
#ill make me lose that lean and mngry look! Now, I'1l
Bagin on Mumber One. (Sits snd munches jJoyfully om a tart)

(llen=at~arms tiptoe silemtly in, which spesrs pointed. Surround
The fnave in 2 semi-gircle at the resr, while he nibbles and
laughs. He seems to feel the danger and after a few moments
glances bohind him. Gives a lovd shriek and roll over backward,
Sits wp and weils dolefully.)




ué-

P the Guards: Behold the varlets! With what greed
fie doth wpon King's tartlets feedl

(Enave rolls over in grief. Veeps.
Kicks feeble in air.)

(GQT{t.)

Ho hath no shamel Upon bis face

The Jam hath left its guilty tracel
(Men gseize the Kunave.)

{(Kneeling)

a't yom guis?
s down you shouldn't hit.
(fails morafh i.;_'-;’)

Captain the Cuardss Awsy with him] Ve'll hang him high,
This EKnave wio well deserves to diel

King doth walt

pemeds =il akd At
I, ‘asn anc atvendcant

& - - 3 - . -~ - % ~ \.
gieen it on chairs on ths tioone.)

sugh thlevieh triciks shall punished be
When' er they bring that Knave t0 mel
{Sounde of scuffling d wailing without,)

Uflicer: Behold, O
Your men han
Save one,

l}ut L 0
(Prostrating

Yea, verily 1

Doth naoke me




Enpvel Herayl lNergyl fair ladyl

Kingt No morcy shown to such as theel
Instead, I'11l take thee ‘cross my Iknee.
And paddle thee "$ill blue and black
Upon tly greedy back.
(Takes Enave across knee and gpenks him soundly,
inave shrieiking snd kicking.)

ind now Imeel down upon the floor

And promise thou wilt steal no more.
(Eneeling and weeping;)

Good sir, my King, you nothing lack,

The tarts save ons you nothing lack,

The one I ate (shrieks) doth pein me sore
ercely at him.)

(Sheieks) Queen looks fie

lMethinks I'll steal Queen's tarts »o morel







THE QUEEN OF HEARTS

(Being on account of the Fell Punishment
Bestowed on a Knave Greediness Led Him L acnd
Into Evil-doing.) x

Dramatized for the Puppet Theatre at the
Public Library. Thief River Fells, Minn.

Characterss
Queen
Maid
King
Knave
Soldier

PROLOGUE: #The Queen of Hearts, she made some tarts,
All on a summer's day;
The Knave of Hearts he stole those tarts,
And took them all away.
The King of Hearts called for those tarts,
And beat the Knave full sores
The Knave of Hearts brought back the tarts,
And vowed he'd steal no more.”

Act 1
Scene 1 The Royal Kitchen

Queen of Hearts: Sugar and spice and everything nice,
Raisons and citron so sweet,
Mixed all together, in fair or foul weather
Into tarts for my good King to eat.

Bring flour to me, which sifted must be,

And a flagon of milk fresh and white,

Some eggs I will beat in this dish clean and sweet,
Until they are fluffy and light.

A bowl I will need, the raisons to seed,

The citron to chop very fine;

Some cinnamon, too, and of cloves just a few,
With a dash of the rarest old wine.

The fire I will make. In the oven they'll bake:
Then out they will come plump and sweet;

And here on the shelf I®1ll set them myself,

To cool for my good King to eats

(Queen and Maid go out in stately procession to music. Enter
Knave of Hearts. Tiptoes cautiously about. Is frightened. Runs
back, returns peeks into everything, nibbles fragments on
teble, and finally spies the tarts.)

.Kna.ve: Ohcd Ahal What's this I see?
Tarts sweet as ever taris can be,
And I==g hungry Knave of Hearts,
Whose little stomach longs for tartsl




—B—

Gadzooks! 1I'1l stow them carefully
Within my pocketg--then to flee
Qutside the castle gates. What fun!
And then I'll gobble everyone

(Skips merrily out with cakes)

Scene 1I The Royal Banquet Hall. Enter in stately procession
Queen, Maid etce.
King and Queen take seats at the table.

A great surprise, my royal King,

Qur serving maid to you will bring;
With my fair hands flour did I take

And four and twenty tarts did bake.
Upon & shelf in kitchen white;

They stand in rows, a goodly sight;
With richest jam they're thickly spread;
On them my King shall soon be fede

Right well I love you, Queen of Hearts,
None else could bake for me those tarts;
Bring forth the dainties made for me
With and charming courtesy.

(With low courtesy) I will, My Leige. (Exit)

No Xing in any land could be

So happy and so blest as he

Who sits thus waiting for the cake
Which his fair Queen did fondly bake.

(Happily)

ITis happiness indeed, God wot,
That now doth bless our joyous lot;
No shadow on our life doth lower,
No sorrow dies this blissful hour.

(Shrieks without. Wailing. Commotion. King and
Queen start to their feet. Enter Mald screaming.)

Oh, Royal Sir and Lady fair,

The goodly dainties are not therel
(Queen screams)

I've searched in pantry, shelf, and nooks

The Knave, I'mn sure the tartlets tookl

(Weeping piteously)




- 3

Oh, lackea~day! What's this I hear?

The cakes I baked for one so dear

Have vanished from our mortal sight!
Send forth and find that graceless wightl

(Falls shrieking on the couch, Maid fans her.
All weep.)

(Striding up and down)

And by my halidome, I ween

Such fearful sorrow ne'er was seend
My Men-at-arms shall forth be sent

To find where Knave and tartlets went.

In deepest dungeon, black and lons,

The sinful wretch shall swift be thrown.

(To Queen) Be comforted, your grief restrain,
The cakes we shall soon find again.

My Captain of the Guards! Whatl Hol
(Enter=—Salute the King. Attention.)

Search castle, courtyard, high and lowl

The Knave of Hearts our tarts did steal,

This wretch is under royal banj

111 fortune follows any man

Who gives him shelter or a bed,

For off will neatly come his head.

Captain of the Guards: (Eneeling)

Thy word is law, my King; myself
Will drag back the wicked elfs
Such sinfulness I ne'er did see,
His naughty deed shall punished bel
(Salute=March out)

Scene I Courtyard of the King's palace. An openspace without the
walls. Knave discovered sitting on the ground gleefully counting
tartse Laughs and hugs himself with joy.

(Mockingly)

MSugar and spice, and everything nice,
Raisons and citrons so sweet,
Mixed all together in fair or foul weather,
Into tarts for my good King to eat.”
(Rises and walks gayly sbout the cakes, laughing)
The King, forsooth! Me thinks 'twill be the Enave of Hearts
Who will dine right royally d today. Four and twenty little pies
Will make me lose that lean and lmngry lookl Now, I'll
Begin on Number One. (Sits and munches joyfully on a tert)

(Men-at-arms tiptoe silently in, which spears pointed. Surround
The Knave in a semi-gircle at the rear, while he nibbles and
laughse He seems t0 feel the danger and after a few moments
glances behind hime Gives a loud shriek and roll over backward.
Sits up and wails dolefully.)




=

Captain of the Guards: Behold the varlets! With what greed
He doth upon King's tartlets feedl

(Knave rolls over in grief. Weeps.
Kicks feeble in air.)

(Cont.)

He hath no shame! Upon his face

The jam hath left its guilty tracel
(Men seize the Knaves)

(Kheeling)

Good sirs, have mercyl Lackea-dayl
I surely will not run awayl
(Poke him with spears)
Leggo my legs! Ouchl Won't you quit?
A man that®s down you shouldn't hits
(Wails mornfully)

Captain of the Guards: Away with him§ We'll hang him high,
This Knave who well deserves to diel
Pick up the cakes! The King doth walt
Hig dinner is exceeding latel

Curtain

. Scene II Audience room of the castle.
(Enter to slow processional music, King, Queen and attendants
in procession. King and Queen sit on chairs on the throne.)

Such thievish tricks shall punished be
When! er they bring that Knave to mel
(Sounds of scuffling and wailing without.)

Officer: Behold, O King, with courage high,
Your men have rescued every pie
Save one, which this fell varlet bold
Doth now within his stomach holde (Exit.)

(Prostrating himself before King)

Yea, verily this fearsome pie
Doth make me feel I am to diel
Have mercyd Do not vengeance takel
I've got a fearful tummy achel

What meaneth he, the naughty Knave,
That my good tarts a pain him gave?




m5-

Mercyd Mercyl! fair ladyl

No mercy shown to such as theel

Instead, I'll take thee 'ecross my knee.

And paddle thee 'till blue and black

Upon thy greedy backe
(Takes Knave across knee and spanks him soundly,
Knave shrieking and kicking.)

And now kneel down upon the floor
And promise thou wilt steal no more.

(Kneeling and weeping;)

Good sir, my King, you nothing lack,

The tarts save one you nothing lack,

The one I ate (shrieks) doth pain me sore
(Shrieks) Queen looks fiercely at him.)

Methinks I'11l steal Queen's tarts no morel
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PUPPET SHOP
748 Goodrich Ave., St. Paul, Minn.

Dale 3949

RED RIDING HOOD

(Puppet play in three sceneg)
Scene I Place: By Red Riding Hood's house.

Riding Hood'!s Mother discovered by her home — calls —
daughter. (Mother on left hand)

(From off stage). Yes, lother. (On right hand)
It is time for you to go to Granny's house now,
All right, I'm coming (Enters right).

Put on your little red riding hood and bring the basket
from the shelf.

I'm ready (Enters with basket on arm)

How sweet yow look in the hood and cape that Granny made
for you. I think I'1ll call you my Little Red Riding
Hood. (Pats her on shoulder.)

Granny is so good to me, I would like to go see her all
by myself. May I7

A T

I must pick my currants for my jelly this morning and
I do want her to have this fresh bread, jelly and
this bottle of cordial.

(Clapping her hands.) Oh, goody, goody. May I go by
myself?

Yes, but you must be very carefuly and not stray from the
path.

Yes, I will.
You must start now for it is getting late. Perhaps

you!1ll see father chopping out that old stump in the
forests Goodbye Little Red Riding Hood. (Kisses her),




Red Riding Hood .

R.R.Hood: Goodbye, Mother, dear. (Exit R.R.Hood, left, behin

Mother: I hate to see her go off alone. I'll be worried every
minute until she gets back.

Curtaine.

Scene II The Forest
R.R.Hood's father discovered, chopping a stump and whistling.
(Fatner on left hand, Enter R. R. Hood, right)

R.R.Hood: Hello, Father, dear, you sound as tho! you were having
a good time.

Father: This o0ld stump will make good firewood. But what are
you doing in the forest alone?

Mother is 1ettin§ me go to Granny'!s house with some ~
(looks in basket Oh yes, a loaf ¢f bread, some jelly
and a bottle of cordial.’

That'!s good. Your Granny is always doing nice thing
for you, and it is right that you should do something
for her.

R.R.Hood: She made me this little red hood and cape. (Turns
around) Mother calls me Little Red Riding Hood —-
you think that is a good name for me, Father.

Yes, I do, but you must be carefuly going thru the
forest alone. Don't talk to any one you meet.

No, I won't.

Well, I must move on the the next stump. Goodbye,
Little Red Riding Hood.

R.R.Hood: Goodbye, Father, dear.
(Father exits left.)

R.R.Hood: Oh, these are such pretty flowers. I think I'1l1l pick
some for Granny. (Moves about the stage stosping to
pick the flowers.) Sings to herself

"Little Jack Horner

Sat in a corner

FEating his Christmas pie,

He put in his thumb

And pulled out a plum

And sald what a big boy am I!




Red Riding Hood

(Enter wolf ~— =right)

Wecit: Good morning (bows). What a pretty songl What is
your name, my sweet little girl?

R.R.Hood: Good morning, sir. My name is Little Red Riding Hood.
Wolf: Where are you going this beautiful morning?

R.R.Hood: I'm going to my granny's house to take this basket of
good things that Mother is sending her.

Wolf: (Looking in the basket) They look good but you look
better — you look good enough to eat.

R.R.Hood: h, I know. That's what my Mother says.
My father said I must not talk to any one.

Wolf: Oh, I know your father. He wouldn't mind me. I simply
love little girls.

I really must be going. (Beginning to be frightened.
. ‘i o O 5

Perhaps we!'ll meet again soon.

Goodbye. (Exit hastily.)

We'll meet again very soon if I have .my say. I know a

short cut and I can reach her Granny'!s house before she

does. Then I'll have a fine dinner.

Curtain
Scene III Red Riding Hood!s Grandmother's House.
Wolf (at left) discovered in Grandmother's bed with night cap on.
(A handkerchief, doubled over his head and around his neck will make
the night cap and gown.) A knoek at the door is heard.
Wolf: Who is there?
R.R.Hood: It is Red Riding Hood, Granny. May I come in?
Wolf: Lift the latch, open the door and come in.
(R.R.Hood enters — right)

R.R.Hood: Oh, Granny, are you ill?

Wolf: Come here, my child, it does me good to see you.
(R.R.Hood advances toward the bed.)




Red Riding

R.R.Hood: Grandmother, what big ears you have.
Wolf: 'he better to hear you with, my child.
R.R.Hood: Grandmother, what big eyes you have.
Wolf: - bettér to see you with, my child.
Grandmother, what a big nose you have.

Wolf: better to smell you with, my child:

R.R.Hood: Oh, Grandmother (begins to cry) What a blg mouth you have.

Wolf: The ?etter to eat you up with, my child. (Jumps out of
bed.

RH.R.Hood: (Calls) Father! Father! (Runs va. door — Wolf
catches her — she calls again) s

Enter Woodcutter (Left)
Woodcutter: What!s going on here? (Rushes to Wolf and kills him
with his ax There, take that, you wicked wolf, and

that and that.

R.R.Hood: - ut f Oh, Pather, I'm so glad that
you heard me call.

Woodcutter: That bad fellow will never bother any one again.
R.R.Hood: Is he dead. (Both loock at Wolf)

1 3 1

Woodcutter: (Pushes him off stage) Yes, my dear, he deserves his
- ’ J 3

bad end.
R.R.Hood: He was a wicked, wicked wolf,

CURTAIN







Page 2 LITTLE RED RIDIN=-HOQD
DAME RIDING-HOOD, Yes, show us, Little Red Riding-Hood,

RED RIDING-HOOD, Well, tien, I will, Now, Tommy Tucker, do
your best and you know what you shall have, Good old Tommy!
Now-~remember! (SHE HOLD UP HER HAND AND REPEATS )

Little Tommy Tucker
Beg for your supper! (THE DOG HOWLS,)
RED RIDING-HOOD,

Little Tomy Tucker
8ing for your Supper (THE DOG HOWLS.)
There, Mother, doesn't he do that nicely? Now you shall have
your bone, good doggie! Come along! (SHE RUNS OUT, FOLLOWED
BY THEFRISKING DOG,)

DAME RIDING-HOOD. How our little girls is growing! I think I
will send her over to her Grandmother's this morning with
some of tiese tarts and a dozen newelaid eggs,

GOCDMAN RIDING-HOOD, That's a good idea, And when I finish
chopping down the big hemlock tree on the hill, I'll carry a
bunch of faggots over to the old lady. She's poorly and we
ought to do everything we can for her,

DAME RIDING-HOOD, Yes, she is sick abed, poor old lady. Perhaps
it will cheer her up to see Red Riding-hood, 8he is such a
dear little girl, (SHE HESITATES A VMOMENT,.,) But she will
have to go through the wood., It is a lonely path, Suppose
something should happen to her? It frightens me to think of it,

GOODMAN RIDING=-HOOD, Nonsense, Wife, (HE RISES FROM THE TABLE,)
You are always Suppesing and supposing, and nothing ever happens,
Besides, I shall be in the wood myself, chopping. You forget
that,

AME RIDING-HOOD, Very well, then-«'though I don't fee easy
about i1t, Here comes the ¢child. (RED RIDING-HOOD ENTERS,)
How would you like to go to see your Granny this morning, Red
Riding-Hood? And take her a little basket of egus and some
tarts and a glass of Jelly?

RED RIGING~HOOD, Oh,

goody, goody! (SHE JUMPS UP AND DOWN,

TOMMY JUMPS TOO AND ARKS ,)

DAME RIDING-HOOD, Come into the pantry, tuen, and I will give
Jou your basket, It is all ready. I packed it as soon as
breakfast was over,

(EXIT DAME RIDING-HOOD AND RED RIDING-HOOD, THEY RETURN AT ONCE?

RED RIDING-HOOD WITH A BASKET? COVERED WITH A NAPKIN? ON HER

LEFT ARM, WHILE THEY ARE OFF STAGE? GOODMAN RIDING.HCOD DANCES

ABOUTZ ™JACK AND JILLS" ete,)




ME RIDING-HOOD, Be sure to ask your Granny how she is feeling
to-day; and offer to sweep up the hearth with the little broom,
or to fetch her anything she wants.

RED RIDING-HOOD, Yes, Mother, Good«bye, Mother! Good-bye, Father!

DAME RIDING-HCCD, Goodebye Red Riding-Hood., Go stralght along the
wood path to your Granny's house and den't linger along the way,

AN RIDING-HOOD, GOOd-bye, little daughter!
(RED RIDING-HOOD DANCES QUT ; FOLLOWED

DAME RIDING-HOOD, Oh, take care! Take care! You will break the
eggs and spill the jelly!

RED RIDING-HOOD Forgive m, dear Mother, I will be, oh so carsiul.
WAVE THEIR HANDS TO

GOODMAN RIDING-=HooD, Well, I must be getting back to work. Some
folks might say it was a hard life, chopping woed--plenty of
work and litile enough money--but I like it., I like to hear the
birds ﬂl!l”i]’ in the woods, to watch the url ht clouds and o
listen to the sweet sound of the breezes alking to the trees,
Kings on their thrones don't have time for such things, Mother,
Well, I must be going. (HE WAVES AND GOES OUT,)
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Red Riding#Hood COMES SLOWLY

Tommy Tucker CHASES IMAGINARY

BARKING,

RED RIDING-HOOD., Oh, you funny little dog. (SHE LAUGHS,.
here, Tommy Tucker, you silly puppy. What are you about?
There are no rabbits behind that rock.

OMMY TUCKER., Wowl! Woo

RIDING-HCOD, Do you want to play "Bow, VWow, Wow"? (Tommy
WAGS HIS TAIL AND CAPERS ABOUT.) Very well, then, I'll sit
down on this stone and rest a little, I'm sure Mother won't
mind, for it's a long way to Granny's house, isn't it, Tommy?
And I am tired, The basket is heavy, too. (E8HE SEATS HERSELF
ON THE ROCK.,) How pretty it is here with all the violets and
mayflowers 1

POMMY TIC YRR i W
101 =T._= L A Wo LS 2 Q¥ i OW‘:

OMMY STANDS
owl Wow!l

RED diFqu-lUU All right, lL vaa want to, Ready? (1
.AL.-AI"T & 3 A -\.J-ALUUJ) r\-"-.]. r 3w HER fLﬁL:‘LD ® ) Re ady?
Wow! (SﬁuﬁT, SHARP.) dnosa dog art thou?
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Bowl! VWow!}

Little Tom Tinker'i
Bow! Wow!l fowld
Bow} ‘owd lows

Y ™y n ™

D RIDING-HOOD, \ Good doggiel Good Tommy? (SHE 8 HI
wish I had a bone or a plece of cake to give you, but Hother
wouldn't like 1%, if I took anvthing out of Granny's basket,

lesiil el fesgiil e (HE GROWLS AND LO(
e matter, Tommy? Don't be naughty.
'.‘-;.t-l.-..

Goodemorning, Red Riding-ioed,
Demorning, 8ird

OLF, You are looking bonny, Red RidingeHeoode-very Jjulecy, I
might say, Where are you going this fine morning?

joing %o nmy gramny's house,

And where is your gramny's house?
Qver there at %he end of the path. Seel You
08 smoke from the chimney curling over the tree

aee, And yvour granny? 1Is she a
b, Juley old lady?

She is quite, quite thin., But
bakes cookles for me when she is

abed

Do ALh1le tarts and a dogen 8 and a glass of
for granny. 1 have walked very slowly and very carefu

. -

not %o L.Jeak the eggs, or spill the Jelly.
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Page 6
THE WOLF.
(ENTER RED
RED RIDING-HOOD, Good-morning,
Mother has sent you a basket
and a glass of Jjelly.
Oh, Grandmother]! What big
9(THE DOG GIVES A
WOLF ,
RIDING-HOOR,
THE WOLF,

RIDING-HOOD, (WHIMPERING,)

nose you havel

RED

THE WOLF,

(HE RISES IN BE
RED RIDING-HOOD, (CRYING,)
THE WOLF,

OUT OF BED AND
AND RUNS OUT,

M{Eu e'\ DJ‘%LJ\
TH BASKET IS

(ENTER GOODMAN
FOLLOWED BY TOMMY

RIDING.HOOD?
TUCKER, )

GOODMAN RIDING-HOOD,
you wicked wolf!
FROM THE WOLF,

{STRIKING
And that!
WHO IS KILLED

(HE KICKS THE DEAD

RED RIDING-HOOD., (ENTERS,)
(SHE R

GOODMAN RIDING-HOCD,
The wicked wolf is dead,
where is your grandmother?

RED RIDING

-=H00D, I do not

GRANDMOTHER, Here I am-«in the

LITTLE RED RIDING-~-HOOD

RIDING-HOOD

SHARP YIP .

All the better to hear you with,

All the better to smell

All tun better to eat JuA up with, my child,

;'».Jl ‘

Oh, Father]

Don't be frigh
I killed him with my

kKnow,

Press the latch, open the door, and walk in.

FOLLOWED BY HER DOG,)

dear Granny, How are you today?
full of goodies--little tarts, egds

(SHE APPROACHES THE BED AND SHRINKS BACK.,)
ears you have}

ND' RUNS OUT OF THE OPEN DOOR,)

my dearl

What big eyes you have, Grandmother!

All the better to see you with, my child}

But-=~but-~Grandmother--what a bilg

you with, my childl

ED W)

And what big teeth you have, Grandmother{

(HE SPRINGS
ED RIDING~HOOD, SHE SCREAMS
REMOVED FROM HER ARM,)

STAGE-RIGHT? WITH HIS AXE, HE IS

WOLF WITH THE AXE,) Take that,
THE FIGHT, WITH GREAT SNAHLING

BY GOODMAN WIDING-HOUD J
WOLF OFF THE

HE
b

;
(m

5\1\\ .)

Father! PFatherl

UNS TO HIM,)

tened, little Red Riding-~Hood,

good axe., But

(CALLING,) Graany! Grannyl

closet, Let me out! Undo the doorl




Fage 7 LITTLE RED RIDING~-HOOD,

GOODMAN RIDING-HOOD. (OPEN THE DOOR AND THE GRANDMOTHER COMES
OUT,) Well, mother, I am glad to see you safe and sound. But
if it had not been for Tommy Tucker here, who came to fetch me,
I might hkm not have been in time to save out 1little girl from
the wolf,

GRANMOTHER, You are a good dog, Tommy--a'fine, brave dog. Grandmother
has a bone for you! (TOMMY CAPERS ABOUT PROUDLY,)

RED RIDING=HOOD, I brought you & basket, dear Granny, that mother
sent you; and I didn't break any of the eggs, or spill any of
the jelly.

GRANDMOTHER, Bless the dear child, Thank you, my dearl

RED RIDING.HOOD, I am so happy, so, S0 happy, that the old wolf
is dead!

GRANDMOTHER, 8o are we all happy, all very happy, that the wicked
wolf is dead, Something always happens to wicked people--they
always come to & bad end,

RED RIDING-HOOD, Let us dance a litlle, because we are happy! What
do you say, Granny? Come on, dear Grannyl Come on, dear father!
All take hands this way, Here we gOw=

(THEY DANCE AND SING “HEY, DIDDLE, DIDILE," ete.)

curtain,






















By Jennie Korinik, Gilbert, Minnesota,

Grandmother
-Karen
Shoemaker

The Neighbors lst., 2nd.

Shoemaker
Grandmother

Shoemaker
Grandmother

Shoemaker
Grandmother
Karen
Shoemaker
Grandmother
Shoemaker
Karen
Shoemaker
Grandmother
Karen

phoemaker
Grandmother

Shoemaker
Xaren

Grandmother

Karen
Grandmother

Shoemaker
Karen.
Grandmother
Shoemaker
Karen

Grandmother
Shoemaker
Karen
Grandmother
Bhoemaker

(The Neighbors
lst. Neighbor
Grandmother
2nd. Neighbor
Grandmother
1st. Neighbor

THE RED SHOES

First Prize.

His Son
The Fairy Queen
Moon

The Executioner
The 0ld Soldier
The Coachman
The Forester

(The Grandmother and XKaren enter the shop of the shoemaker)
Goodmorning Madam,

Goodmorning Shoemaker. This is my little grand-daughter Karen.
Please take her measure for a pair of shoes.

What kind do you wish, madam?
Morocco, the finest you have.
church.,

What color do you wish, madam?
Black,

(Whispering to Shoemaker)
(Puzzled) Eh?

(Louder) Black.

0f course, Madam, if you say black, black they shall be.

The little princess wore red shoes, Grandmother.

(Nodding) That is true; I saw them myself,

Red shoes?

(Nodding) Of beautiful red morocco. The queen let the princess
stand at a window so every one could se¢ her new shoes.

It is all true, madam,

No matter; Karen is to have black shoes,
exactly,

(Surprised) But, Madam,
(Interrupting; whispering)
can't see very well,
(Pointing at shoes on counter)
shine as if they were,

Yese They do shine.

Well, try them on, Shoemaker,
(Shoemaker picks up shoes. Kneels before Karen and tries on shoes. )
Put out your foot, little Karen,

They just fit me, Grandmother.
I will take them, Shoemaker.
But, Madam——

(Put hand on Shoemaker's shoulder)
know the difference.

Here is the money, Shoemaker.

Thank you.(Bows)

(Interrupting) Good-day, Shoemaker
Good=day, Shoemaker, Come Karen.
Good~day, Madam,

Karen is to wear these shoes to

Red.

Here this pair suits me

those shoes are——-
Hush, shoemsker? Do not tell her, she

Are they of polished leatheri They

(Rises)

Hush, Shoemeker. She will never

CURTATN

SCENE II
sit with the Grandmother in the spare room because it is funday e )
I did not see you at church today, Grandmother.
I could not go, but I sent little Karen.
(Mysteriously) Oh, yes. We saw herl Everybody saw herl
(Proudly) Pecple do look at her, She is so pretty.
People didn't look at her face today.




“ D

Grandmother (Alarmed) What do you mean?

lst.Neighbor Ask Karcn when she returns. We're not the ones to carry tales.

Grandmother (Looking out window) Here she comes now.

2nd.Neighbor Just ask her about the sermon and hymns.

Grandmot ner (Proudly) She will tell me almost every word the pastor said.
She is a smart girl---that Karon.(Enter Karon)

Karen Well, Grandmother, here I am. (Kisses grandmother ~ Curtsies of
neighbors). Good morning, Neighbors.

Neighbors (Coldly) Good morning, Karen.

Gradnmother Now tell me about the sermon, Karen. What was the text?

Karen (With confusion; stammering) The text? It was—— it was-—-
will tell you all about it by and by, Grandmother.
want to talk with you now.

lst.Neighbor Oh, no! We would rather hear you tell your Grandmother aboul
sermon and the musie.

Grandmother What hymns did they sing, Karent

Karen (As before) Hymns? They sang—- let me see-—-they sang--(she stops
in confusion).

Grandmother Wy, Xaren; Are vou ill?

2ndNeighbor No, Grandmother, Karen is not ill. She is ashamed. She was nob

king of the beautiful misic nor of the sermon this morning.
it not true, Karen?

Karen (Ashamed) Y-e-s.

Grandmother What is this?

lst.Neighbor Tell your Grandwother what you were thiniring about in church,
Karen.

Karen I was thinking about---about-—--my new shces.

Grandmother A great thing to think about in church---a pair of plain black
ghoes !

2ndleighbor She did not wear her black shoes. She wore red shoes.

Grandmother (fasping) Red shoes to church:

lst.Neighbor \Godding) Everyone was terribly shocked.

Grandmother (Still gasping) Red shoes to church!

2nd.Neighbor Even the pastor looked at her shoes.

Grandmother (Indignantly) Red shoes to church.

lst .Neighbor The choir looked! All fixed their eyes on Karen's red shoes.

Grandmother It is the most shocking thing I ever heard. Do you hear me,
Karen?

Karen (Hanging her head in shame.) Yes, Grandmother.

Grandmother You rmst never, never, so long as ycu live, wear red
church again. It is not at all proper. Do you hear me,

Karen (As before) Yes, Grandmother. (Cries)

2nd.Neighbor Do you think she should have her Sunday dinner?

Grandmother Not one bite ! She shall stay in her room all day. Do you hear
me, Karen?

Karen Yes, Grandmother. (Sobbing

Grandmother Thank you for telling, mae, Neighbors. Think of it!
to church !

(The Grandmother and Karen come from the church. The 0ld Soldier stands near
the church dosr. He tries to speak to the Grandmother, but she does not
him).

Wait a momen Grandunotner. The 0ld Soldier wants to spealk wi
FOu.
Grandmother (Turning) What do you want, 0ld Soldier.




0ld Scoldier
Granduwothe

0ld Soldier

Karen

01ld Secldier
aren

0ld Soldier

Karen

014 Soldier

Karen

0ld Soldier

Karen

Old Soldier

Karen
0ld Soldier
Karen
014 Soldier

Karen
01l Soldier
Karen
0ld Soldier

Karen
0l1ld Soldier
Karen
01ld Soldier

Karen
0ld Soldier
Karen
Grandmother

Coachman
0ld Soldier
Grandmother
Coachman
0ld Soldier
Grandmother
Coachman

Grandmother
0ld Soldier
Grandmother

Karen
Forester
Karen

I want to dust your shoes, Madam.

That is very good of you. (0ld Soldier dusts her shoes).
you, now I will go to my carriage while you dust Esren's shoes.
(She goes.)

Stretch out your foot, little ¥Xaren. (Karen thrusts out her
foot.) What is this? Red shoes for church?

I looked at 1y old black shoes--

(Interrupting) And then at your new red ones?

(Nodding) Yes, and then at my black ones again---
(Interrupting) And then put on your red ones.

Sh~h ! Grandmother rust now know.

She can't hear for I am talking through my long red beard.

Why is your beard so red, 0ld Scldier?

To make more light for my eyes---that Iney see without looking.
See without locking?

(Nodding) I was not in the church, yet I saw you early when you
knelt at the altar and raised the golden cup to your lips.
(Surprised) You saw that?

(Nodding) And more, I saw your thoughts.

(Scowing fear) Y-e-s.

And I saw by the red of my beard that you forget to sing the
hyrmms, eh, Karent

Y-e—s.

fanl
Tl lang

And you forgot to say your prayers, eh, Karen?

Y-e—~s, 01ld Soldier.

(Holding Karen and stooping until his beard covers her shoes)
Cover and touch and change.

What are you deing? Let e go.

(Holding her firmly) I am turning your shoes into dancing shoes.
I am afraid of you! Let nme go.
(Slapping soles of her shoes with hand)
stick fast to your feet.

(Calling) Grandinother, Grandmother.
Now you may go! ha, hal

Why I am dancing! I can't stop! Grandmother! Grandmother
What is this? Mercy on me! She is dancing down the street
Run after her, Coachman! Quick! Stop her!
(Running after Karen) Stop, Mistress EKaren!
ia, ha, ha, You will never catch her.
(Celling after coachman) There she goes around the corner !
(Calling off) I'll get you, Mistress Karen! Just stop a bit!
Ha, ha, ha, you will never catch her.

My poor Karen. My poor Karen.

(Returning) I couldn't catch her, madam !
of the town gate.

We will drive after her ! (Coachman jumps to his seat)
Ha, ha, ha. You will ncver cateh her.

Quick, Coachman, quick. We must catch her before she
the dark wood. My poor Karen! My poor Karen!

dashes off.)

Now I have nmade them

I'm after you s

She danced right out

SCENE 1V

(The forester is felling a tree.)

Stop me! Stop me ! (Dances in.)
Mercy on us! Tis a dancing girl.

-

Stop me, Forester!




Forester
Karen

Forester
Karen
Forester
Karen
Forester

Karen

Moon

0ld Scldier
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Fairy
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Queen

Queen

Queen
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Queen

No, No, I dare not!

Stop me, I pray youl

longer}

I dare not touch you. You are bewitched.

'Tis my shoes are bewitched-—-not I}

I say, little maid, pull off your shoes.

They will not come off. See! (She pulls at her shoes.)

I might get into trouble? Come home with mel

(Porester runs from wood. The moon rises suddenly)

Oh! Moon, see how I dance below you! Pray tell me how to break

this spelll

Ha, ha, ha.

My Dbeard makes moonlight for me that I may watch you dancea

I pray you break your spelll

You forgot to say the prayersl!

I will go barefoot to church.

You whispered "red" to the Shoemaker!

I will never deceive my Grandmother again! Have pity.

You shall dance in your red shoes till you are pale and colds You

shall go on dancing, dancing, dancing, forever and ever) (Disappears)

I cannot dance on forever; I cannct: (weeps) Well, I know a way to

break the spell, and I'1l do it. (Crosses to hut of executioner;

knocks) Come out! Come out!)

(From within the hut) Come inl

I cannot come in, I must dance.

Then I will come out.

e you know me?

Ycu are the Executioner.,

I am the Executioner. I cut off the hands of wicked people with

this great axe.

Do not strike off my headl

AL why not your head pray?

I must have that tc repent of my sin.

It shall be as ycu say, thrust out your foot, maid.

Queen)

Stay, Executioner, stay!

To save me?

Whenever & child repents of a sin, lo,

Will you remove this spell from me?

Will you give up your red shoes?

Gladly, gladly, I wish I might never see them again.

Then dance to me that I may touch you with my wand, (Fairy Queen

touches Karen's shoes with her wand. The shoes fall off)

Dear Fairy Queen, I thank youl
Karen, your shcoes are dancing

Three days have I danced. I can endure it no

You thought only of your red shoes.

Well,

(The Executioner comes out from hut,)

So please cut off my feet.
(Enter Fairy

I've come to save you Karen !

I am there to save.

awasr

away,

Socn they will be lost

I can rest.
your home.

Now I am free. i

Let them go. v
I will guide ycu to

dear child,
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Miss Miller, ecan I stay tomorrow might and help vou some

more? All right, Miss Miller. I says to my mudder, "Do I
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A Play in Six Scenes
¥rom the Fairy Tale of the Brothers

¥ i 3 o ok o o K R OR

these scenes with

of the King, and their differences

t e thrrhe for the King,
in the forest.

ne room of the King,
one 51ae.

The seme old Miller is here again,
Asain? MNuisance,
He says he has & g .
Secret? Ha, ha a 2t hi ne in,
Bring him in. Bring him i

( Peter goes

fellow who can have a lisy 1her ”“u1t in hLS manner

is covered with flour.

(Looking around) : s th ing? (T

One of vure I'm not

8
Miller, I mus
Kneel, imbecile, kneel,

Forgive me, King, (Kneels) I have never
}ould bave known you by your coown. My

Rige, Miller, (Miller rises)
know what a king looks like,

Ignorance
tell me why

You are very good to see me, King,
great treasure. I have =

daughter,
Well, Well. 1Is she made of gold, old
More than that, King, more than that,
And as much straw as she is given,

that better, King?

Say "Your Majesty" mongrel,

well, very well,

, worthy of

the spinding-wheel end the cradle.

But you will not be sorry,
King,

my vpatronage.

Grimm

one exception take place
are indicated by the properties
The other

The King is

Is my crown on straight?

ignorant

He is an
of speech, He

o the King) you the King?

the Miller If youlre the

the Kingh,

laid eyes on a King before
ignorance blesses you, Kin

is pardoneble once. Now that
you insisted on seeing me.

a precious young daughter.

miller?

She can spin gold out of straw.
so much gold will she spin. Is not

If you spezk the truth,

Bring her here

for I possess



|}

Page two

Miller

King

Miller

Miller

Maiden

Miller

King
feiden
King

Miller

She is a2t the gate waiting,

Go get her. (Peter goes out). 014 Miller, have you had dreams of spinning

gold out of straw, or is it true as you said it? Remember when you trifle

with kings you have more than flour to deal with, and helf a joke might cost
you a whole head,

You are a very good king, I am sure.
(Miller's dauzhter enters timidly with Peter, who whispers in-
structions to her. She kneels before the King.)

Rise, child, If you are as clever as you are young and besutiful, you are
the miracle of your sex. Your father says that you can spin gold out of
straw, Is that true, miller's daughter?

(Breeking in) King, my deughter is very shy afd very, very modest, She
would rather hew trees than spin gold out of straw. But command her, King,
and she will do it.

But King, 0 good King, I cannot.

She cannot refuse to spin for you, King, and she cannot deny thet she can spin,
King, she cannot,

A most curious and peculiar case,
But, your Majesty, I cannot.
Cannot what, maid?

(Breaking in egein) She cannot lie to you about it, King. Only command her
to spin gold out of straw and she cannot but do it, She cennot but do it,
King,

Very well, we shall see. We shall see, Miller's daughter,

spin this room full of straw into bright gold., Now set to work, and if by
early morning you have not spun it 211 into gold, you shall die. And you,
old miller, shall die first, Peter, bring a great quantity of straw into

this room, not from the best granaries, but from the second-best,

Yes, your Masjesty, from the second-best.
(Peter exits to carry out the King's order,

You may go, old miller, Remember, strange maid, early in the morning, You
shall be locked in this room, so that no one may distmrb you.
(First the Miller, then King exit, leaving the Maiden to weep in the
center of the stage. Peter brings in straw and throws it on the floor
at the Maiden's feet.)
There, young lady, spin to your heart!s content,
(Peter picks up the throne and cerries it off, mumbling.)

Alas!}

(enters with a2 spinning wheel). Waste no time weeping. The dawn will

o

soon peep through your window. Spin:, dsughter, spin,




Paze three

Maiden But I cannot. I cannot spin at 21l.

Peter Spin, nevertheless. The King's commends are the Kir ng's commends. Good
night and good luck, Good night
(Peter unlocks a lerge key from his belt and a2 noise should be
made off stege to sound like the turning of a key in a great lock
after the slamming of a door as Peter goes out.

Maiden Alas, Alas, Alas. How cen I spin this $traw into gold? Oh, wicked
father, unkind King, cruel fate. Alas, Alas, Oh deyn, come quickly.
Come now. I could never beer this night. Come dawn, Come., Come,
Come. (Repeated knocking is heard at unseen door.) M"Come in" (The
knocking continues.) Come in, Come i
(Rumpelstiltskin's voice is }

Turn, looks, turn

Like milk to bupter in the churn
Crezk, locks, Creak.

As you hear your master speak
Burn, locks, burh.

Turn and creak, weak locks,

Your master k ocks, knockg, knocks,

(Rumpelstiltskin enters in little leaps =nd bounds.
Rumpelstiltskin should be 2s small as po¢u101e and his movements very
vivacious and jerky. His eyes twinkle, and they are never still in their
sockets. There is a gurgle in his voice which sounds like a perpetual
ripple of laughter,)

Rumpelstiltskin Good evening, millerfs dsughter. What are you doing here and
vhy are you erying?

[aiden (Sobbing) Good evening, little father, How did you open that mighty
iron door?

Rumpelstilskin 4h, sh. I have a gift that cen open any door behind me which there

are tears, Tell me why you are erying

Maiden Alas, Alas, The King has commended me to s
: straw, and I do not understend the business
all before morning or else die, Alas, alas.

in gold out of all this
all., I must spin it

D
i

Bumpelstiltskin. Well, do not weep sbout it. Just a trifle. Just a trifle. It
ally isn't so difficult. TWhat will you give me, now, if I spin it
for you?

Maiden I would give you whatever I cen, little father, whatever I own.
will give you my necklsee if you will take it.

Rumpelsgtiltskin A bargein, pretty maid. (tekes the necklace, examines it very
quickly and slips it into his pocket, ) ILet me have the wheel, (H
leaps on the seat of the wheel as if it were a horse and immediately
begins to spin.)




Turn, wheel, spin, spin
Spin, spin, spin, spin
Straw go out

And gold come in,

(He repeats this two or three times, teking

i HO he does so end dropping
it on the other side of the wheel, As he drops the straw he picks up fine strips
of @old peper which are concesled in the back of the wheel,

Maiden mey see them and then throws them at her feet.)

up the straw as

He shakes these so the

Meiden It is spinning into gzold, bright, bright gold,

pan. Come slowly, dawn.
bright, bright gold.

Spin fast,
Linger, linger, dark night.

Torn wheel, spin, spin
Spin, spin spin, spin
Strew gZo out

And gold come in.

(The wheel is spinning vwery fast and producing much gold when the curtain falls.)
Scene Two: The beginning of the scene ig played in front of the curtsin in
being just devm. Rumpelstiltskin emerges in his lightning way t

e dim light,
the center,

A
hrough

Rumpelstiltskin The dawn, the dawn, the dawn is come

And ell the spinning ig done, done,

done
Now you may rise, bright sun, sun,

sun,
(the cock
skin can
An extre

vi s

Thaet will

erowing and Rumpelstiliskin exits, This exit Rumpelstilt-
by rolling out of the scene turning two or three somersszults.
should be fturned on here to denote the rising of the sun,
the cue for the King to enter.)
he royal rooster crows. The royal alarm clock rings.
i Let us see that meets our eight this day. I
made of transparent gold and everything I loo
, Greams, wicked dremes, why are you just dreams?

were ke

]

=
\r
aerk

1e¢ curtain is parted, slowly, disclosing the same scene as the first with the

i asleep on the spinning wheel bench., The straw has completely disappeared
and 2 pile of gold is in its place.

The straw has disgppeared. Is it vossible? I must be dreaming.
mach gold or something that shines like gold. It is gold, spun
en artist. Hereafter I shall proclaim myself patron of the arts
nothing so bezutiful. She sleeps,

sleeping., Wake up, pretty maid.

o
=]

So great an artist must

(Wakes up startled and rises). Oh, your Majesty, is it you? 1Is it dawn?
It

is morpning and you have fulfilled the night,




‘Mai den

King
Mziden

i
Aing

Meiden

King

Maiden

King

Maiden

I am glad you are satisfied, your Mejesty. 1 beg you let me go in peace
now for I have much to do about the house.

Not yet, pretty maid, not yet. You are en artist of rere
encourage you, You must spin enother night of gold.

But I cennot, your Mazjesty. My fingers are blistered, my
and my eyes are blood-shot, I can spin no more.

You must, pretty maid, you must.

Have mercy, g£ood king, I have neither the mood, the will, nor power to
spin gold.

A true artist, a b You must spin gold.

Have pity. King, have pity. Be content with what I have already done.

Imegein ten times so much, a hundred times so much, a million times,
(calls loudly) Peter, Peterl

(Staggers in,helf asleep.) Your Majesty cells so early?

Peter, bring another great quantity of straw in this room, twice as much,
Aeas, Alas, I cannot do it. Have pity.

Twice as much straw as yesterday, Peter. Lock well the door, Until tomorrow

dawn, clever vpretty maid. (King caresses the gold and goes out repeating as
he goes, "Lock well the door",

(Rubbing his eyes in great wonder.,) Where there was straw there is gold,
The poor do such strange things for the might and the rich,

Oh, Peter, have mercy on me and let me esczpe from here or I will surely
die tomorrow., The King is deceived.

I am deaf on this side, miller's daughter. That is why the
tallks on the other side to me, (Goes out to get the straw.)

Mas, Alas, (She sobs until Peter comes back).

(Comes in with 2 bundle of straw, Twice 2s much straw., That's not much,

Don't weep. (Goes out again) Maiden continues to sob., Peter returns with
second bundle of straw). Strange, strange things no doubt, Don't weep,

Hard on me %to0o, this early rising. The poor are strange, strange. (He zoes out,
one more time the loeks are heard turning. She looks at the two large bundles
of straw end begins to sob fresh).




help me ageain,
come help me ageain,
The day never seemed
never so gray.

Ales. Ales. Come
wherever you ave,
at the next da

laeck =znd the dawn

1it

ttle man

or devil
little men,

for evil.

Come, 1i
Goblln
Come,

For good or

(The impatient knocking
song is heard,)

Turn, locks, turn,
Like milk to butter
Creak, locks, creak
As you hear your
Burn, locks, burn,
Your master lknocks,
Torn and cresk, weak

in the churn,

speak,

™m 4
magier

knocks,

locks
rubbing his heands
£a17. )

i~ B W /

He appeers,
the curtein can

The ssme as the second, There are
which the Maiden has been commanded ©
rises, the femilier :noak—knock of
followed by his entrance on to the
When Rumpelstiltskin enters the

the straw, weeping.

Scene Threes three bu
to

'Dl

Rumpelstiltskin What ails you, what ails you this
t,

digstress) Oh, dear, 1ittl he
If by a

three timegs the straw.
ome the queen of the la

(In great
me to spin
I will bec

Maiden
and,

Rumpelstiltskin Lucky maid, lucky maid, dry tears,
and cuts deeper in the heart
it is from joy you weep, not

lucky maid, what

your
than sorrow,
grief,

Alag! T have nothing I can give you,

little man.
tle father,
go long

is heard at the door

knocks.

n in‘tO

What
will you give me to spin?

and
be dead
never so

Whatever you Dbe
or I she

and the night

and Rumpelstiltskin's

laugh, at which point

undles of stra
ﬁo]d

time pretty maident

commanded.

wed me and

The King

Truly joy s
for
will

as

you gi




oh, It isn't possible to meke & bargain with nothing,
gll, a bargain is a bargein. Ho, ho, ho, Nothing!
"ho, ho, ho," he scratches his head and pmlls on
trands of beard with nervous little movements.)
Matden

you will give up to me your first born child and I will spin
thrice the straw for yofi. Your first born child,

Rumpelstiltskin (CGetting an idea, turns quickly to the Maiden). Promise me that

Maiden I will promise it gladly, but who knows, who knows?

Rumpelstiltskin due time, fair ild, in due course of time. Promise
rive me your first-born ild, boy or girl, snd I will
spin, spin,

I promise you, little father, I promise you.

The bargain is made, a promise is a promise as & bargain is a

£ O 3
argain,

Fair, wise and lucky maid,
Remember the promise
Until it is peid,

He mounts the spinning wheel gracefully and gleefully and
turns the wheel and spins faster then ever)

Turn, wheel, swin, spin
Spin, spin, spin, spin
Straw go out and gold come in
Straw go out and gold come in,

(The Mziden joins Rumpelstiltskin in singing the magic little
ditty, clapping her hands joyfully as she does so, The
straw is once more seen to change into gold. The curtain
now falls, and the rest of the action in this scene tekes
place in front of the curtain., The spinning and singing can
be heard to die out, There ig a2 brief moment of silence
to follow. The King and the Priest then meke their
appearance in front of the curtain. The light should be
as before,)
Sh, It is not quite yet dawm. I could not sleep Father, My bed was
covered with my royzl thoughts end my royal thoughts were golden tacks
with their needle-points up)

r

Golden thoughts, Majesty, have their drawbacks.

Especisglly if they are tacks., Hawve you brought your book, Father?

Yes, your Majesty. (He shows a great book he carries under his arm.
The Priest should talic in a deep, slow monotone.)




I trust you will open it ding page and not at the funeral,
I have equel prectice in both, Mejesty. I will resd you the one and the
other with equal devotion and eloguence with egual bléssing,

You are irresponsible Father, This dawn is a very slow dawn. Can the
royal rooster be overs1°ew'qr° (Here the rooster is heard to crow as if
ealizing that the King wishes it.) No, it just crowed in time to save
its head, Wait here, Father, Come in when I signal you,

(The King disappe ehi the curtain. i : hi r to the
curtain as if 1i ing for a sizneal,) T a . is the hand of
the King emerges thoug he curtain and hits the i n the head with

the scenter.)

The signel. (He follows the King)
(The curtain rises immediztely and closes the King and the Priest

standing on either side of the Mai who is asleep at the wheel,
Gold has once more taken the pl of straw.)

Father, fill your eyes with the kingdom of heaven
It ig indeed 2 heavenly sigl 2 most heavenly sight.

maid, awske.
maid, awake,
Three nights you've spun
Your tas-.'_ is done
The King's heart won.

Y =

Aweke, awske.

Maiden (Awakes as if from & pleasant dream) Oh, good moraning, King.
d

Yes, yes and 2 happy one for you, pretty maid. Come give me your hand.
(flev take uands Father, perform your ceremony. I know of no cleverer,
more beautiful or gentle maid then this. No longer will she be known as
the miller's daughter, but as the Queen for she is worth at least her weight
in gold & hundred fold.

I am resdy, Mzjesty.
Touch hands, clasp hands,

While I make the bands,

Thé bands, the bands,

ABout your hends.

(Tﬁe Klﬂh and th niden take the center of the stage with their hands clasned
The Priest is in Front of them wlth his beck to the

audience aw& his hand reised in Jlass ng. The curtain should fall just as he
gays his last




The first part of the scene is played in front of the curtain. A
noise of thunder and wind is heard mixed with the gurgling laughter
of Rumpelstiltskin, He mekes his ¢ﬁpearunce by rolling on the =mcene

with a few somersaults,

The wind blows east

The wind blows west,

The wind blowg over the great stork's nest.
The cuckoo bird I love the least

The stork I love the best.

In due time, in due time, H
seen this palace. In that
the Queen has become & moth
to nromise

ere I am, 'Tis a2 year 2
time the miller's dai th
er, and the infent will 1

ne
e

Turn, locks, turn,

Like milk to bubter in the churn,
Cresk, locks, creak

As you hear your mester spegk

Burn, locks, burn,

Tarn and crugk, wealk locks,

Your master knocks, knocks, knocks,

(As he finisghes his ditty, he stamps severd times on the flaor with his foot, at
which command, the curtein goes up. He drums to one side of the Procession
temporarily.

The scene disclosed is the Queen's Chamber, She is sitting by a ceradle in which
her first-born is being lugled to sleep. The scene can realy be the same as

it was before, with the spinning wheel teken out, and a stool and eradle, fitting
to 2 queen, put in its place. The Maziden who is now Queen, has changed her
costume by throwing & bezutiful cloak over her shoulders which sufficiently hides
her other costumes. She also wears a crown.)

Maiden (To the child in

Creev, sl s

In my bsby's eyes.

One is shut, the other cries

Sleep, sleen, sleep

Close both hiseyes

on & wheel of stars,

Sleep, baby, sleep

On = quﬁl ﬁf stars.

(Rumpplstzlt ek ides onto the scene on ti; augshs ietly, and bows,
flourishing in great circles before ¢ ) ighe bQWf—'rthUGHEL Maiden, )

Rumpelstiltskin ~~ Greetings, fair and mighty Queen, that was once a2 miller's daughter,
Have come to fulfill the bargain we made just a year and a day ago., I have come to
collect my debt. Give me the infant, Queen, and I will carry it to the wheel of

the stars, the wheel of the stars. Ha, ha, ha, ha, a pretty plac




(Turns her back on him) Who are you, strange old man? I Never Saw
you before, I don't remember any promise.

Rumpelstiltskin - Promise, ha, ha, ha, ha, Thattes it. Promise, Promise, Promises
are never forsgotten. The very sight of me made you remember your
promise, You promised to give me your first-born child which is now
in your arms., You have never forgotten it.

Take pity, 1little father. Give me back my promise. I will give
you all the jewels in my crown instead.

I not spin
born., It is

kin - The jewels in your crown are like other stones Did
gold out of straw? There is no jewel like your first-
that T will take

Mziden Be kind, 1little father, Spare me my infant, will give you half my
kingdom,

Pumpelstiltskin -~ Half your kingdom is not one thousandth part of the roof that covers
me, bargain is & bargein, Give me your promised first-born.

Mziden Be merciful, little father. Do not take away my first-born. Hovcan
you cere for a child that needs a mother? It will annoy you day and
night with its erying, It will keep you aweke nights. It will be 2z
terrible care to you, little father. Leave well enough alone Take
anything else, Anything else that your heart desires I will gladly give
you.

Rumpelstilstskin - A living creature, a living creature. Only your first-born will
satisfy me., Come, Queen, it's no use.

Maiden Ales, Alas. I cannot., I cannot. (She kneels in an effort to move
him) Mercy, Pity, Pity. Little Father, pity.

Rumpelstiltskin - (Very impatiently) Stop weeping. Stop weeping.
Maiden (Veeping lovdly) Alas., Alas,

Rumpelstiltskin - (Mo*e impatiently and rais
a bmr rain,

Maiden "Weeping much more loudly) Alas. Alas

Rumpelstiltskin - (Stamping and faming) top. Stop. ©Stop weeping. Very well, Queen
will give you three days, This is the last bargain., If you can
tell me what my name is in three dey's time, you may keep the child.
But if you fail to guess my name, then flip: - Comes the child to
me and there!s an end, Three days, three deys, ha, ha, ha, Three days.
(He laughs fiendishly and rushes off like the wind.)
1e is gZone

i : efons weeping and calls very excitedly) Peter,
eter, Pete




Peter (Running in out of breath) Your Highness, what he

Maiden Nothing, Peter, but you have wuch to do. Run, run, go to every door
the kingdom end make a list of every strange name you hear. Quick,
run, run, run. I have only three dayts tlme.

(She should speak this very fa

Highness., (He starts to run, not kﬂowing where, but turns back
as the Maiden begins to speak again.)

Do not eat, drink, or sleep until you have listened at every door
sdom, Run, run. Three is not so longz. Peter, run, run,
seys this she urges him on, turninz this way and that until Peter
spinning top. He finally runs off to do the bidding of the
Queen., alone, she becomes peaceful once more and returns to the
cradle to sing the lullaby.

Sleep, sleep,
On 2 wheel of
Bright, white
Peep, sleep, peep
Creep, sleep,
In my babyls
One is shut,
Sleep, sleep,
Blose both his
On a2 wheel of
Sleep beby,

& wheel of

takes place in front of the
bling in th distance before he is seen.
voice grows louder and louder until he enters,

(As he runs back and forth, from one end of the stege to the okher in
front of the curtain). Run, run, ™in, ran, run. Opﬁ agg more Pefpr
Run, run, run, run. Stop, Peter stop. (He stops)

rest and let your hand travel, a bit., Look at your map,

out a map which he carries in his pocket and examines it.

to the north. I have been to the south. I have been to +1L

also to the north, I have not been in the middle where the

ran, Peter, run.

(Puts 1 avey and resumes his running) Run and see who

Run, run, run, run,

(As ke runs off the scene, the cu ”a'- ises, disclosing the
of the forest, Rumpelstiltskin is scovered dancing around

Fire, fire, fla

Never stop when

No one knows.

That breathes or grows
No one knows, No one kn




Rumpel: (continuing to hop and
o one
She will
10 On‘ﬂ1

hia

1ig heed ut to hear more

Rump-whe

:(_‘LL lT“

Rumpel —-= well,

igher, high
Yo one knows
hat bresthe

T lose and
No one knows

My name is Rumpelstiltskin

(As he says

the stars
Scene Sixy

Ma 3

bics L

= : = oy \
(Runs in very much out of breath)

Maiden Peter, Peter

I haven!t

Whew, Well, I have
own on the back of the map)

one knows -- what
tree and listens)

The nasme seems

™ oy
Wueen, nevws

I wonder?

to puzz

found one

le

nical




Thirteen

Nobody knows
wipe my eyes
Queen will
knows,

Oh, dear.
(He scratches his head and sneps his fingers, but cannot remember
the neme, The Maiden in the meantime is on pins and needles
to hear the new names,)

Yes, yes,

I wrote it down. How where is it? (He feels his pockets

Remember.) My neme is Dump - Iump-Hump-Mump-Stump,
did I put it?

o

1

Peter, Peter. Hurry, hurry, This is th ird A Search
pockets. Raeck your brains, insid )

My nzme is ILump-Gezlump-Appledump - No. No. { G2l with en ump,
Hurry, Peter, ©Search, hunt, dig, seratch, fi it quickly, quickly.
(Bearching inside and outside his pockets in every possible place that
he can think of, 1is should be an amusing moment. At last he finds
the map) Here it i Here it is, RBum-pel-gtilts-kin,
I ? K -
Maiden
Both Reading together) Rumpelstiltskin. (They dance around

le, repeating the difficult name until the Maiden collspses on

). The maiden
d Peter whisper. Then Peter goes out.)

(Wiping his brow.) Wherew. (An ominous knocking is heard
Jumps to her feet, The Maiden an

(Enters with a defying leugh) Good morning, Queen. Good, good, g£004,
morning, Your last chance., What is my name, my name, my name? Today
it is my neme or your first born. I have prepared & sumptious cradle
for it, swin®ing from the tail of a star, My name, Queen, mg neme,
name it,

Maiden Ales, I have no new nemes todey, little father. Your name must be a
very, very queer one, if you have any at 2ll. I never thought of that
Have you & neme at 2117

I have a name as namegble as yours, fair 2 € After the tongue is
used to it, quite as namesgble. My name, my neme,




Page fourteen

Maiden
Rumpel
Maiden
Rumpel

Maiden

Maiden

Peter.

Meiden

Peter.

Maiden

Areyou called Jack?
No }
Harry?

No i

If it isn't 2 simple one like that, your name must be somewhat like, it must
be let me see _(Peter tiptoes behind the Msiden

and whispers her name to her) Rumpelstiltekin., That's it, Rumpelstilstskin.

Devils, devils, devils., The devil told you that, ha, ha, ha, ha, The
devil, the devil. (He stamps his foot and jumps up and down in rage
until he falls dead at her feet.)

(To Peter) Gracious, graci fhet a furioms little temper the
1little father has,

(He zoes over to Rumpel and puts his ear to his heart.)
What a furious little temper he had Gneen, he has it no longer. He
is dead.

Oh, what a pity. We must bury kiim with honors, Peter

Yes, your Highness. Then you must let me sleep for seven days and seven
nl:,}'lt Sa

Yes, you faithful Peter. I will too sleep peacefully,
(Peter drags Rumpelstiltskin off the scene. Puffing and mittering.
The Maiden, who hes nothing more to worry sbout, sits by the cradle

and sweetly sings her lulleby as the curtein falls for the last time,)
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Bogg~~—---=Ho, Judah,

1 -

Bogz~-~--===Ho, Jacob, thou thst srt kinsman © ) wife of Elimelech,
and to Ruth, the liogbitess, wife C Sit thee down
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At A

Joshua'a Tent.

Piram, and cthers are

JOSHUA ¢ Vhat tw f you will spy out the land of Cenaan round

aven unto the city itself?
step forward)

JOSHUA 3o then, ¢ aricho, and bring me back news of the

¥ Y
wealtl

PIRAM & HAZOR: (Bowing)

JOSHUA$ Gtod go with

(BExit)

Curtain




SCENE TI.
Outside ths wall by a gate of Jericho

(People pass in through the gate. Rahab'sg
house with window is next to gate.)

A Voman with a basket 2 f?
A Countryman and his ass

A Merchant and his camel
Piram and Hagzor enter.

Two Travellers

(Rahab is at the window)

RAHAB: S\ (To Countrymen) Are you a stranger in the country?

: Y,
COUNTRYMAN i</ No. (Pagsses on)

RAHAB? 'o Merchant Do you wish & night's lodging?
(Mlerchant passes on,)

(Hagzor and Piram pause and look up)

RAHABS Are you strangers in the country?
HAROR: \J ’ Ve have travelled far.
PIRAM: e are weary

RAHAB® I will lodge wyou for the night. Inter the gate and

tum to the lefts I will meet you at my door.

HAZOR AND PHRAM: So be it.




SOLDIER?S

RAHAB:
SO LDIER ¢
RAHAB
SOIDIER$

RAHAB ¢

SCENE ITI.

Rahab's House. (The roof)

Rehab and spies appear looking over the city.
You cen gee all of Jericho from mv roof.

It is a fair city.
Yonder is the king's palace.
I hear he has great riches.
His wealth is kmown throughout the land.
They are closing the gates.
They are always closed at sundown.
(Soldiers head appears at door)
(Knowk at door)
Hush! (Looks over wall) A soldier of the king is

below.

Hide us quieckly.

(Knock comes again more loudly)

Lie down. I will cover you with these sheaves of flax.
(covers them)

(Knocking again) Open to the king's menl

I come. (Descends to door) Vhat brings you here?
Ve seek the strangers who lodge with you.

They are not here.

Ve would search the house.

As you will.

(They come to roof)

Vho were they?
K know not. They left before the gates were closed.

Pursue them quickly and you shall overtake them.




SCENE III.

(Continued)

SOLDIERS: Come let us

to the Jordan.
upon us.

(Exit)

are thevw

.1 -
i a:

mm -
My aa
f {
fhey

Hushl

SOLDIER ¢ Open the gates

Bn
= 3%

2]
5]

Iasraelite ie

e will pursne them even

They may be Israelites, come to spy

(They descend)

gone?

hear you.

in the king'!s name.

rtain

Cu




SCTNE IV,

Roof of Rahab's house toward wall.

How 18 the time for you to escarc. "o have heard how
your God dried up the Red Sea for your people. (]

wmnow he is with you and will pive vou the victory over
dJoricho,

It is as you say. Cod wi'l give Joricho over to Josimua,
since I have received you with pesce, will you protect
me and my kinsinen when you take the city?

If you betray us not we will save you. GCather your
kinsmen together in this house, for we can spare only

thoge who are hore.

By what sign will our soldiers recognize 1t?

Bind a searlet cord in the window. Our men will ses

it and know its meaning.
will we get outside the walls?
(They go over the wall)

{Descends to the window with lamp) OGet ve to the

mountaing lest the pursuers meet vou. And hide vourselves

there three days. Afterward ye may go your wav., &Seesed
HAZOR § not the cord,
RAFAB ¢ ¥1ill this answer?

PIRAM That will do,

RAHAR? I put my trust in

S o 4 M3 dud ]
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+ 1at. Soune And fight?
And fight?
Mayor: Yos, go end fight him hot and brisk « but for the risk
1st.Counes The risk?
. d.Coune The risk?
HOYOT o And you, I know, could never bear to risk your mayor
1lst.Coun. Our Mayor
2nd.Coun. Our Mﬂyﬂr
Mayor Your mayor so wise, so good, sO grave, your mayor 80 bravel
1st.Coune. _Sg bravel
2nd, Coun. So bravel

(At this moment there is a roar behind soenes, Councellors run behind curtains. Mayor
falls on face..snoise subsides..s.souncellors start to return but cower when noise
begins again, When it subsides, they come to mayor who remains on face)

1lst.Coun, Most veliant Mayor, we know, we know quite well that disconcerts you so. We

to Mayor: know your worship contemplates not your own peril, but the State's neverthe-
the 13)35, your office high demands a loftier dignity (vain effort to raise
Heyor

2nd. Coune. This trembling form, this whitened face might quite mislead the populace,
To common minds, your worship here might seem a prey to ocommon fear.

(Trumpet is heard and drum)
1st.Coun. IListen - besides - the fifes, the drums}

It is his majerty who ocomese That if he made the same mistaked Ge up,
et up, for goodness sakel
%Counoellora raise mayor and set him on feet)
= Enter King =
King (very graciously) Wherefore our audience do ye seck, most loyal subjeots?
' (Mayor hangs back)
1st,Coun, (Whispers to mayor) Speak}
2nd, Coun, (Commandingly) Speaks
(Mayor swallows but is unsble to speak)
1st.Coun, The mayor of this historic bourough without delay must tell the king,
He must be brave and prompt and thorough = we've had emough of paltering,
(Dragon sound is heard agein = thunder of his wings end roar and soream
of "Mersy".
"Merey" Mr. Dragon, Mayor and 1lst councellor dash off while 2nd counsellor
and king tremble.)
What means those wild and horrid eries?
That voice, his voice} I recognize - It is my friend, Will -~ my heart
runs bolds My friend since we were five years old. Only to think your
majesty « tomorrow as it might be me,
(Eneels before king)
(Mayor peeps in and timidly advences)
King (Haughtily) Peace, fellows, peace, give ear, Sir Mayor, are all our people here?
(Gestures to audience)
Give ear and you shall understand our only hope to save the lands The
dragon, he who knows no pity - has promised now to leave the oity, and
cease for evermors from slaughter, if he may eat our only daughter.
(Beokons to Una who enters in chains)
That is the offer of our f08ss.seand Una's ready = she will go.
Mayor Is there none could save for us this previous one?
King No, there is none - unless we might find out a perfectehearted kmight,
P but no one else except St.George would dare go near that mountain gorge -
; and he's too far to hear our call = there is no hope - no hope at all.
(Exit Mayor, Councellors and King)
Una (To sudience tragically) What think ye of Princesses, ohl he happy village girls?
They go in silken dresses and in strings of shining pearls « but what is
tha‘% to brag on, They have bound me hand to hend - my doom to face the dragom.
As the price of all the lande

sgurtain-
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SCENE II

King disoovered
ing (to audience) If eny persons seen to smile - nemrer this house than half a mile,
‘ or any persons heard to laugh, nearer this house than a mile anda
Be it known to all = we do deoree = he shall de=sap=-i-tated bes
(Seats himself in grief)
jdester enters in middle of speech)
(Jester advances humming)
King(In enger)  TWhat means this knave
Agains our own commands,
Even in the house of mourning
Here to sing?
Jester (Unabashed) If any omne's found without e smile,
Neara: this house than half a mile,
Or if any one ocomes with s sulky face,
Within e mile-and-a=half of this plascs,
Then, I the jester do decree,
He shall be tiokled terriblse.
Behead him this instant}
= Exter Courtier -
Ye heard what we said of him
Away with this jester, and bring me the head of him,
Now Mr, Jeater,
You heard what he said,
Awsy with the Jester,
And chop off his heade.
Jester (Kneels - asppearling to King)
Will you chop off my head, sir,
| o But what if I died of i%?
And there is such a ve
good riddle inside of it}
Eing A riddle?
Jester Yes, my lord king
Set me safe in the middle,
And I'11 make you all busy,
A=guessing my riddle
King You are permitted to ask us this riddle
Jester When feet are heavy and hearts are dowm,
And all uphill is the way to towm,
Beside his cart walks Certer Will
Isboring up = upeup-up ths hill,
But when he ls come to the top of the hill,
Ohi into his cart jumps Carter Wikl,
And down and eway he hurriss his wagon,
And isn't he safe if he's gotten the dragomn.
A riddled
And isn't he safe if he's gotten the dragon? A riddlel Be silent
while we ponder. (He ponders = then irritably to audience) You
ponder toos
Gotten the drag om" "the drag on" - drag on".
Lahl Drag-on, Dragond I have it
Something has happened to our ememy = Drag-on, Dragon, see you? (to the
audience) Mark you, we saw 1t first,
Drage-on, drag-on, yes! TYou may smile now,
To audience)
Something hath happened to the dragon = but what?
If maybe in the night the dragon died,
The princess having disagreed with him.




et

Jester As I stood on the tower, they fly the big flagon,
I was gazing and gazing away for the dragon,
I saw Princess Una sit under & cragmmy on
‘ The hillside, alone and awalting the dregon,
Then saw I a sight that is somethipg to brag on,
Then rode up a knight for a fight with the dragon,
Oh, sir, the kmight was a perfect paragon,
He flashed in the light and he flew at the dragom,
And fierce was the fight, but he's done for the dragon;
And he's bringing him home = I expeot in a wagon,
And now with your leave, sir, I'll empty a flagon,
For I'm thirsty with thinking of rhymes for the dragon.
(Douncellor hands him flagon)
Hers's to your very good health sir, and down with the dragonl
(Throws down flagon) (King olasps him to his heart)

= Curtain =

Seens III
(Enter St.George let by king,mayor and councellor proceeds them walking backward and bowing:)
Councellor Bedward at eve we crept in fear,
In sleep we did dream he was near,
Until you came and slew the dragon,
Until you came and slew the dragon,
Saint George,Saint George,Saint George.
(St.George bows)
My Lord, King, ladies end Gentlemen (to audience) - e pause =
Unacoustomed as I am to publiec spesking, T think - I think, I should
be failing in my duty today, if I were to say nothing.
"’ (Proceeds to do so until prompted)
(Whispers)

1st.Coun. I am very happy =

Mayor (Lugubrioualygy I am very happy =

1st.Coun. Very happy indeed -

¥ayor Very heppy indeed =

ist.Coune (Whispers) I am very heppy to see you all,

stupid}

¥eyor I am very happy to see you all, stupid

King (breaks in pushing Mayor asides
He offers thee the liberty,

Of our most ancient eity,

And me beside could find & bride,
Considered rather pretty

If you'll settle down in our old towmm,
The town which you did pity

Meyor Proposed and seeconded - Sir knight, end passed by our committee

First Coun. Iet him have bothl Our liberty end our Prinoess.

St.George Your liberty = Your Princess? Have you not surrendered both? Your liberty
Is won for you sgaine Quit yourselves like men end guard it well = as for
your princess - make her forget her tears, robe her as your princess and
lead her here = quioklye.

- Exit oouncelor

As for the dragon = here he is « (Goes off & leads in dragon who groans
end shudders)

(shuders end cowers behind king) Oh} there he is =

And now Sir Enight, we beg that you will tell us of your battle.
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SteGoorge Oh, beard ye here his yelldof fear as home my spear went thrusting red?

(Dregon groans)

By grace of God, my foot hath trod - upon the dragon's head

‘ (Dragon groans end shudders)

Now shall ye be a people free, your enemy is captive led.
King (To audience) Lead him in triumph, O ye people,

Music and garlands all the way,

loud be the bells in every steeple,

Broad be his bammer flying today,

Hath he not saved both town and people?

Did he not the Dragon slay =

(Sleps dregon who groens)

Hoble St.George (Embreces St.Geroge)

(Sobs) Noble St.George

Lead that awful beast away

(St.Ceorge pushes dragon off stage)

Lead him in triumph, oh, ye people,

Lead he the viector on his way

Re~enter St.Ceorge with Princess Una

St.George Yot there is one shell share my honor
Frailer is she and yet as true,
Petals of roses shower upon hey,
Fair ms a rose is she to view,
Lot her be led in equal honor,
Vas she not ready to die for you?

(King embreces Una - gives her hand to St.CGeorge who kisses ite

‘r' Ste.George Let her be led in equal honor - Hath she not faced the dragon too?

= curtein =
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THE SERPENT'S TOOTH

rises, Chundra bagh is squatting before the
R, chanting in a monotonous tone and bteat-
After a second, Koonatri looke in from
She is stealing quietly out at veranda - when he
rformence and turns, )
Where do you go, Eoonatri?
the stream-for water,
CHUNDRA: ou have forgotten your jug.
KOONATRI: It - = it'e yonder by the steps

T
CHUNDR

A: (Looking at her,) Red flowers and jewels. I had eaid
the Bazaar wa

8 your Wway.

(Two Hindoos of low caste aprear in the doorway, they
regard Chundre with awe - - pcint - - and then whisp-
er together, )

KOONATRI: (Impatiently,) I go for
CHUNDRA: Go then,
(Koonatri after j 1ine 1 : with Hindoos,

goes out, gtand timidly in
the doo rUmY.J

CHUNDRA: (To himself) To question a liar is to bimd him faster
to hies lie (To the Hindoos.) Whence come you?

HINDOO: Two day's journey from beyond Lahore, My brother,

here is sick,

HINDOO: (Rubbing himself,) Oh am smitten, = =
Mighty One - it is the gu

CHUNDRA: (Regarding him,) Umph - - Peace., (To the other,) What
hasg he eaten?

‘let HINDOO:; Father of healing - - he ate unripe apples - - and

ten thousand little devils bite him here. (Indicating)

CHUNDRA: (After profound deliberation.) Thou hast stomach ache.
Put out thy tongue., (2nd Hindoo does so) Thou art
an aes., And the next time thou stealest fruit from
thy neighb v, may that colic of thine carry thee to

ghaunte,
2nd Hindoo: (rhlAinﬂ. Holy One
INDRA: (Thundering) 8 (Gives him medicine)

ed water - - the best salep of
will wrestle with the evil.




Page 3
lst HINDOO: But I = - -« T have an ulcer on my leg = = = = = =

CHUNDRA: (Thundering,) Buffalo - - get hence - - Remove,

(They heeitate: one turns = - beckons to Chundra Bugh' s
disciple, who has entered quietly from door R.1.E, The
Hindoo whispers to him, and the diesciple goes and stands
before CHU NDPA

What say they?

Chundra Bagh - - these ;sses from the hills - - have here

& bag of ﬁarduwons, in return for which - they beg that for
one little monent, they may gaze upon the speckled yvellow
Gods dn thy basket.

CHUNDRA: The sight of the poison-people is not for such. (To himself)
Cardamons - - = umph,

GOONTRA: = - also a fowl - - gtewed on saffron -

CHUNDRAy Saffron? - - - a fowl? - -um, - =(To Goontra, who ha
the gifte feom the Hindoo - - and is eniffing of the
Set it down Goontra.)

(He signs to Goontra, who brings forward two baskets - - sets
them in the middle of the flocr opens one, - - and is about
to open the other - when Chundrz says:)
Not that - - ~ let that one be,

(Chundre takes out two enakes, from the firet basket - -~

the while Goontra takes a flute - - squédt on the floor -

and plays an edrie tune, )

CHUNDRA: Gaze = - foole., (He exhibits the snakes)
(Exclamations from the Hindoos) Oah
1stHINDOO; (Over-awed) Thou tamest that - - -
CHUNDRA: Nay - - it is for the Rajah of Te¢*aponn. He bade me procure

it. The reason ie not to ask, He has many tiresome - -
friends, Off = - lest the speckled Gods are angered.

(The men take up their bundles and edge away.)

i1

Whom they know not - - - they kies, Whom they kise - - eleep
well,

(As he showms off his snakes and is returning them to k=
Goontra, - - the voice of the English officer, Sheldon,
is heard outgide, - calling,

(Outside) Chundra - - Chundra Bagh? Where id the old scound-
rel?
(Sheldon appears on the veranda

lighman,

May I come in?
- at your devil




CHUNDRA:

GOONTRA:

GOONTRA:

SHELDON ¢

GOONTRA:

SHELDON *

GOONTRA

Whom they know not - - they kiss, Whom they kiss, - -
gleep well,

(The Hindooe, having salaamed to Sheldon, have disappeared)

Oh, rot. Their fa
damned handy with

ngs are drawn - or you wouldn't be so
then,

(Loftily) I spoke no$ for you - - but it is not well to
anger wmy speckled ones, Their enbrace - - like that of the
painuea women in the Bazaar - - is death - = but the clasp
of my snakes is swifter and more merciful,

(Chundra Bagh goes out.

(Looking around.,) Damned shuddery hole,

(Goonura is following Chuddra out, when Sheldon stops him, )
Sst - - come here, you heathen blighter, I gave you four
axx annag, to deliver a message to Koonatei, Where is she?

I gave the Sahib's message to the daughter of Chundra Bagh -
but aftfer came a boy - — who spoke with her = - and gne slipped
out - = and ran to the Bazaar.,

(Mystified) Hm., That's queer, Are you lying?

I speak the truth, The Sahib does wrong, Chundra Bagh is
of high caste, Chundra Bagh will never give his daughter to
an Englishman,

(¥xzkkfxmd Angrily) You heathen snake-twister - - -
(Gravely) WNo heathen, Sahib -~ - and I know my master,
Master? Snake-charmer - and Quack-doctor = = =

(S$4111 gravely) - - - and teacher of the alphabet, The

English Sahib despises all Hindoos. Why, then, does he spe
love-words to Chundra Bagh's daughter?

(Looking at him keenly) Oh = - that's it . I know you fellows
lived in thie benighted country five years. I understand
your gibberish - = AND your morzals. Now, I'm ordered away
to-morrow - - to a hill station - - understand me?

(Nodding) 'Um - = 'Um,

And I think some reliable ¢ nment coin - = will cure those
scruples of your's - = and ] ME to carry off your mantv“'s a
daugnzer with me to the hill - eh?

Am I a Rajah - - to throw away silver?

Just sc. She'll go -~ - =whether you help - or not - - so

don't indulge in sinful pride - - but keep your mouth shut

and quite a mumber of annas may find their way - - - -what?

I will appease the anger of the Gode with one --
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CHUNDRA:

CHUNDRA: hat is reasona a woman and darkness,
1 s r = — R T g o PPN
) What neweg at th Bazaar?

KOONATRI: The chatter of kites
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CHUNDRA: I command.

u

KOONATRI: I go to learn the
(She turns

(A rausge, )

CHUNDRA: So. My caste defiled....my honor lost... Then I am lonely
indeed. And I am ocld..... Well, well,- who lives ldng-
sees all thinge pass., The long days will come.... the
sudden twilig hts - and the niiht - - and I alone always,
For from the pdt. thou shalt tread tonight.... thou wilt
not return, Ahia - = my daughter, my tongue has neither
blame, nor blSmsing in it., Thou shalt go upon thy jJourney.
But once more thou shalt help me., Yet once we will charm
the speckled yellow gods = together, Bring them to me,

(She hesitates)
Nay = thou wouldst never have made & 1armer of snakes,

Koonatri, thou art toc timid,

(Chundra takes the two snakes from her, lovingly coiling

and uncoiling them)

Inuse are but two, The third..... The gift for the Rajah
f Jellapoor...... Bring him also,

The swift striker?....... The banded Krailt?...

e

ES
d spell.,.... What is there to fear?

RDAY} you fed dim.... he ig charmed - he is peac
e
J

YESTERDAYe.... thou wast not angry with meé,«...
CHUNDRA: (Blandly) Am I angry with thee - - now?
XKOONATRI: Your voice is soft.... but your eyes are the eyes of the
poison-people = before they strike THEY are your FRIENDS,
FEEL AS YOU FEEL.... Know your phml:“te, Whom they kiss =
the —'-— 11‘-¢cn|
Evil sowa cowardice

d) If evil - - let me gzo.
a movement away)

The basket.

(Koonatri stops - =~ hypnotised by him, she gets the
basket, places it od the ground, and tries to open

My hande tremble — = = - =

(Taunting her.) W they with a knife at Sheldon Sahib's
throat?

KOONATRI: (With a fierce ory) Not if he has lied.

(Steadily) I am ready,

CHUNDRA: Open the 1lid,




Page 10,
(She does s0)

KOONATRI: (Gazing in the basket) Death coiled softly, fold on fold.

CHUNDRA: firmly witho Lg HE WHO LIES WIH
place him in n and the: no danger

e D L
L =

Roonatri braceg herself with an efi

Softly - - softly - - Noise angers him,

(Koondtri puts her arm in - - as she does so, Chundra, with
a yell of fury, snaps the 1id down with his foot = = with
her arm -“side, and holds it there - - She utters a cry =

writhes © - and struggles to get free)

CHUNDRA: (With his foot upon the 1id) So.....S50....0NE poison
draws the OTJEQ out, Thou wert sick,.. poisoned wilth
dishonor..... this cures thee awiftly.

\Her struggles cease - she falls back, Chundra kutloualy
withdraws the arm from the basket - which is seen to move-
He Quiokly fastenes 1t down - then looks at ﬁoonaﬁri's x
wrist

SThe sound of distant music, and tom-~tom, is heard, faintly)

The ma¥k,....... The sich of deliverance.

KOONATRI: (Faintly) "When moonlight reaches the wistaria blossoms"
Sheldon Sahibessss

(The music ceases) (The body collapses)

(A SOUND OF HORSES HOOFS IS HEARD II DISTANCE GROWER NEg
EB, CHUNDRA BAGH TAKES THE BODY CARRIES IT TO THE SEAT IN
THE VERANDA, .WHERE THE MOONLIGHT 8 UPON IT,, DROPS

IT IN THE CHAZR,. PLACES THE WRE F JASMINE rLDhuRS ON TH
HEAD,, AND THE FINGER RAISED AS IF‘ N WARNING,, THEN HE WHIE
DRAWS' SOFTLY INTO THE DARKNESS OF THE ROOM., BESIDE THE FIG
URE OF THE GOD, UP R. AS THE h-nsgs HOOFS STOP)

(AFTER A SECOND SHELDON APPEARB AND CALLS SOFTLY)

Outeide from the veranda) Koonatri.,....Koonatri......
at 1

(He sees her) Ah good girl, That's right, Waiting for me.
Hurry - = the mare won't stand., - - We've forty miles to cove
then the train for the hills, and the green country, Come
along.... why don't you answer, what are you listening for?

(He goes close - looks at her curious attitude)
Xoonatri, what 1s 1t?

(Sheldon goes to her - = touches her., As he does so the

body falls forward into his arms, He gives a terrified

cry; Chundra has come softly from the shadow, R.

The Poison-people make no error, Whom they kiss - gleep well.
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Page 11,
(Laying the body gently down - and turning z) Poison.... Was
it? WAS IT?

(A PAUSE)

(A look of horror comes over his face)
2 b’ = = -
Chundra Bagh -~ you devil - = what have you - = =

=
1

Irom ©

(A bugle sounds in th? distance - and a zun
g out

ligh fort boon

a voice of command) TO YOUR PEOPLE} SAHIB -
T0 ME - ,
heldon weakens before Chundra Bagh's terrible eyes, and
fixed attitude of command =- and goes out broken, )

(The horsed hoofs are heard as Chundra Bagh falls in a dread-
ful outburst of gréef over the body - then he risesm - place
the flower wre ath on the head, folds th:z hands, then Zoes aud
squate before the figure of the god, reoiul-f his prayers

in & monotuntus iné- ong, and beating his prayer-drum, as

*k*ek% THE CURTAIN FAL
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THE SHEPHERD BOY ZAVID
Prologue

Our Puppet Play presents two episodes from the life of David the shepherd
boy, who became King of Isarael. The first act represents Jehovah guiding the
Prophet Samiel in the chioce of a successor to King Saul,from among the sons
of Jesse, the Bethlehemite.David does not really become King until after thefa
of Sanl,some years later. In the meantime a great war occurs between the
Phillistines and the Israelites.

Act two,takes place in the valley of Elah between the two armies,and tells
the story of David and Goliath; while the Bpiloguc suggests the famous friend-
ship of David and Johnathan. i

ACT I
Scene I

The play opens before the tent of Samel,who sits mourning over the eovil

ways of King Saul. The voice of Jehovah ig heard rebuking the Prophet.

The Lord."Samiel,Samicl.How long wilt thou mourn for Seul,sceing that I have re-
Jected him from reigning over Israel? Rise! Fill thy horn with oil and I
will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite,for I have provided me a King
among his sons!

Samel. How can I go? If Saul hears it he will kill me.

The Lord, Take an heifer with thee and say,"I am come to sacrifice to the Lord"
and call Jesse to the sacrifice, and all his sonsaadd I will show thee whom
thou shalt anoint unto me as Fing.Fear not,for lo,I will lead thee.

Scene II
The Placc.Bethlehem before the home of Jesse.
Characters. Samel, Jessc and his sons. On stage Samel,Jesse and three
sons.
Sammel. Peace be unto this house and tho blessing of Jchovah rest upon it.
(Jesse and sons bow before Prophet)

Jesse, My Lord, if now we have found favor in thy sight, rest with us a time.
Let 2 little water I pray thee be fetched and wash thy feet , and I will
bring a morsel of bread for thy refreshment.Rest boneath this shade and
show unto us why thou art come unto thy scrvants.

Samiel . I may not rest nor taste bread until I have done the Lord's will.
(Pours water upon his feet and hands.) Ca'l hither thy sons,Sanctify your-

selves and come with me to the sacrifice that the Lord show us his desire.

Jesse, Send messengers to bring thy brethren, os the Prophet has commanded,

. (Exit Abingab)
@\ Samuel. Ceause them one by one to pass before my face, even from tho
. eldest. (Pass Eliab)
Sarmel. Surely the Lord's anointed is before me.
The Lord. Look not on his countenance or on the height of his
stature. Man looketh on the outward appearance, but
God looZeth on the heart.
Sarmel. The Lord has not chosen thee.
Jesse, Abinadab, my son. (Passes)
Samel. Neither hath the Lord chosen thee.
Jesse. Come thou too, my Shammah.
Samiel .Neither hath the Lord chosen thee,

}4 TAY
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Jesse. Call the others onc by onc to pass before the Prophet. (They each pass
and kneel in passing.)
Samuel. The Lord hath not chosen these.Are here all thy children?
Jesse. There remaineth yet the youngest, but behold, he keepeth the sheep.
Samuiel., Send and fetch him for we will not sit down till he come hither.
Jesse. Go say unto thy brother David,that the Prophet calleth for him.
(Exit one son.)

Scene III
Place. A hillside near Bethlchem. David seated beneath a tree.BSheep roaming
about on hillside. David discovered playing harp.(Violin behind scenes
playing and voices singing,"Fly like a Bird to the Mountain", or other
suitable song.)
David. Would that I might make a song for the Pricsts and Levites in the
Tabernacle. When I rest upon the hillside their chanting rings within my
ears and when the night is dark, or the beasts prowl,I do not fear for I
remember their words,"The Lord is thy Shield and thy Buckler." (Great
disturbance in flock. David springs up, with his sling drives off intruder.)
Ail Ail Evil beast, thou foul creature, to prey upon my sheep. Be off,I say!
(Gathers up a wounded lamb,and tends it.) Pour torn lamb, There.(Stands
erect and looks into the distance and says slowly) Jehovah is my Bhepherd, etc.
Enter Brother
Brother. Samel, the Prophet is even now beside our father's altar and calleth
for thee.Go,I will watch the sheep.

Scene IV
Place. Before home of Jesse. (As in close of scene II.)
Enter David
David. Didst thou call, my father?

Jesse. Sammel the Prophet hath need of thec.(David kmeels before Samel.)

The Lord. Arise Samiel, anoint him for this is he.

Saruel. (Pouring the oil) The Spirit of the Lord rest upon his anointed from
this day forth.

CURTAIN.

INTERLUDE.
David does not actually become King until after Saul's death some years later,
In the meantime a great war occurs between the Philistines and the Israelites.

Act II
Act II takes place on the battle field,in the valley of Elah.Armies of
Philistines are drawn up on one side and the armies of Israel on the other.
David’s brothers are among the soldiers of Israel.
Characters. David, Goliath,Soldiers, Saul and Jonathan.
Enter Goliath (See I Samiel I7, 4 - 7.)
Goliath. I defy the armies of Israel this day. Give me a man that we may fight
together!
First Jewish soldier. Ch woe! Woe!
Elisb. Who shall defend us from this great man?
Second Soldier. We are but grasshoppers before him.
Third Soldier. The Lord hath forsaken us. Woe! Woe!l
First Soldier. (To David) Have ye seen this Goliath that is come up?
Sacond Soldier. Surely to defy Israel is he come up. The King will enrich with
great riches the man who killeth him,
David. Who is this Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living
God?
Eliab. (To David) Why cameth thou down hither? And with whom hast thou left
those few sheep in the wilderness.I know thy pride and the naughtiness of
thine heart.For thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.
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David. Surely there id a camsc - For our father sendeth by my hand his bless-
ing and food for all thy needs and those of all rmy brothers. Thy servant
fearth not to fight this Philistine, for surecly courage shall be given the
mon who darcth to go out in the name of the Lord.

Confusion,

Messonger. (To David) Saml, the King sendeth for thoe.

( CURTAIN)

Scene 11
Placc. Tont of Saul.
Prescent. Saul and Alincr captain of the Host

Enter David -

Sanl. The words have come to my ears that thou art willing to risk thy life
in battle with this champion of the Philistines. Even his mighty voice
maketh the carps to tremble when he cometh forth daily to defy the armiecs
of Isracl.

David. Let no man's heart fail because of him. Thy servant will go and fight
with this FPhilistine.

Seml, Thoa art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him;
for thou art but a youth and he a man of war from his youth.

David. My Lord, while I was keeping ny father's sheep there came forth a
wild beast and took a lamb out of the flock and I went out after him and
smote hin and delivered it out of his mouth and whon he arose against ne,
I caught him by his beard ond smote him and slew hin. Moreover,the Lord,
that dclivered mc out of the paw of the lion and out of the paw of the
bear, will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.

Sanl. Go, then that this shame may bo removed from Israecl. But first gird
thee with the King's sword and with his armor, that thou mayost certainly
provail against this Fhilistine.

David. Hy Lord, I cannot go with these for,106 ,they are too burdensome and
I have not yet proved then.

Saul. Go,and the Lord be with thee. (Exit David)

Sanl to Abner. Whose son is this youth?

Abner. As thy soul liveth, Oh King, I cannot tecll.

Sanl . Enquire thou whose son the stripling is.

Scene III
Place. Battlefield.
Characters. David, Goliath, Soldiers, Saul and Jonathan.

Reader. "And David took his staff in his hand and chose him five smooth stones
out of the brook, and put them in a shepherds bag which he had, cven a
scrip, and his sling was in his hand, and he drew near the Fhilistine."

Goliath. I defy the armios of Isracl this day! Give me a man that we may fight
together.

(Enter David,carrying staff and sling: Stoops and picks up stones which he
places in his shepherds bag.)

David. In the name of the God of Israel, I will give thee battle.

Goliath. An I a dog that thou cometh to me with staves?

Dgvid. I fear thee not.

Goliath. Come to me and I will give thy flesh to the fowls of the air and the
beasts of the field.

David. Thou cometh to me with a sword and with a spear and with a shield,
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies

of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will tho Lord deliver thec
into mine hand and I will snmito thee and all this assermbly shall know
that tho Lord saveth not with sword and spear. For the battle is the Lord's
ond he will give you into our hands.




IV

Goliath. (lamghing aloud throws back his head as David shoots with his sling.
Goliath sturbles and falls forward on his face. David goes forward,
leaps on Goliath and siczes his sword.)

David. So perish all who defy the name of the God of Israel.

(Clamor and outcrics,)

First soldier. Death to all Thilistines.

Second soldier. He has done vhat no man else could do.
Third soldier. Fraise be to the Lord of Hosts.

Entor Sanl and Jonathan.

Saunl. Whose son art thou, young manft

David. I an the son of thy scrvant Josse the Bethlehemite.

Sanl. Go not unto thy fathers housc again, but come and be as nmine om

son and as a brother to Johnathan the King'§ son.

EFILOGUE

(Read slowly and irmpressively)

"And it camec to pass, when he hnd nmade an end of speaking, that
the soul of Jonathan was lmit with the soul of David; and Jonathan loved hin as
his ovm soul. Then Jonathan and David made a covenant. And Jonathan said to
David.'Go in peace, for as ruch as wo have sworn both of us,in the name of the
Lord, saying, "The Lord be botween mne and thez, and between ny seed and thy
secd, forever,"

® ¥ K %k K Kk Kk %k X




EPHERD BOY DAVID

Scene I
Place--A hillside near
Bethlehem. David seated
beneath a tree. Sheep
roaming about on the hill=-
side. David discovered
playing a harp. (Violin be-
hind scenes playing or voices
d nging "Fly like a bird to the
Mountain'")

Would that I might make a song for the Priests and Levites
in the Tabernacle. When I rest upon the hillside their
chanting rings within my ears and when the night is dark or
the beasts prowl I do not fear for I remember their words,

"The Lord is my shield and buckler".

Great disturbance in flock.

Beast'!s head appears. 1t

seizes lamb and makes off.

David springs up and pursues

the intruder while he cries:
Ai, Ai. Evil Beast, thou foul creature, to prey upon my
Be off, I sayl

Brings in a wunded lamb and
tends 1it.
L

Poor torn lamb.
Lays it oﬁ the ground.

There.

Stands erect and looks off in the
distance and repeats a few lines
of the Twenty-third Psalm,

ENTER Jesse with Samuel
My son.
Father.

Sarmel, the prophet_has need of thee.




Act I Scene 1 Page 2

Samuel kneels. Stands
with hands uplifted.

SAMUEL: The voice of Jehovah is in my ears. (Puts hands on David's

head) This is he who is the Lord's anointed. His spirit
rest upon thee from this day forth.
Anoints him.

CURTAIN




ACT II
Scene 1

Place~-Battlefield in the
valley of Elah.

Two soldiers and one of
David's brothers, Eliab
are discovered.
(ENTER CGoliath right. As he begins
to speak, David enters at the left
with basket)
GOLIATH: I defy the armies of Israel this day. Give me a man that
we may fight together (Pause) I defy you.
(EXITS)
13T SOL. Oh woe, woel
ELIAB: Who shall defend us from this man?
2ND SOL.: We are as grasshoppers before him.
1ST SOL.: The Lord has forsaken us. Woel Woel
2ND SOL.: (Turns to David) Did ye see this Goliath?
DAVID: Yea~--1 saw him,
18T SOL.: Surely to defy Israel is he come., King Saul will rewgrd
with great riches the man who killeth him.

Who is this Philistine that he should defy the armies of the

living God?

Why cemest thou hither? And with whom hast thou left thy

sheep? I know thee. Thou hast come to see the battle.

Our father sent his blessing and food for thy needs at my
hand. (Shows basket) I do not fear to fight this
Philistine. Courage shall be given the man who dares to go
out in the name of the Lard.

The Lord will smite thee for thy proud heart.




1ST SOL.:

SAUL:

DAVID:

DAVID:

GOLIATH:

DAVID:

GOLIATH:

DAVID:

Act II Scene 1 Page 4

The King. (All stand back)
ENTER Saul.

So this Philistine hath again defied us.

(Kneels before Saul) Thy servent will go and fight with

Goliath.
What! Thoul A mere boy! Thou art willing to risk thy 1life
in battle with this chempion! He whose might voice meketh
the camps to tremble.
My heart doth not fail. The Lord hath delivered me from the
paw of the wolf, the lion, and the bear. He will deliver
me from the hand of this Philistine.
Go, then, my lad, that this shame may be remow ed from Israel.
But gird thee with my sword end armor that thou mayest
prevaille.
My King, I cannot go with these, for they are too heavy and
I have never used them.
The Lord be with thee.

David sets down his

basket and picks up

stones.

ENTER Goliathe.
I defy the armies of Israel this day! Give me a man that
we may fight togetherl

David steps forward.
In the name of Israel I will give thee battle.

Am I a dog that thou cometh at me with stones?

I fear thes not.
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THE SINGAPORE SPIDER
" A Thriller "
By Edward Finnegan

CHARACTERS

Jason Harridew

Mot Harridew, his nephew

Jim Meugs

¥rs, Yeggs, Jason's housekeeper
Josie White

Sgene - - What might be called the perlor of Jason Harridew's home. IMight be, becauce
it is nondeseript, though, in character. Door to roed, L. Oppoxmite, door
to interior room. Back A., a ateir lesds to upper room door, This door is
visible, practicsl, and is set flat in rear wall. Three steps go dowm from
it to small lsnding, from whence steps turn sharp L. for descent inie room.
Salustrade smeh in need of peint. In resr wall C, a window with roller
shade and old-fashioned lace curteins of white lace. Shade is pulled down.
Fireplace set diagonally across L. rear cormer of room. GClow froa {ire.
On mantel, a clock and ornaments of a severe nature, A book-case stand
between window and fireplace. BSewing basket on top of book-case. Detween
fireplece and door to road, there is & horseghair couch, and on this there is
a women's cost and hat, Plain snd old-fsshicned. Round marble~topped table
G, with two chairs. Horsehair type, if possible. Lamp, ( one of the old
style glass kiud) is on table, snd 1it., Large old wooden money hox on table.
it the B, just beneath bend in stalrcese, stends a smaller table with tel.
Chair by this, Note. If you use tel, book to dress this table, get a small onej
this i# supposed to be & village. Pilctures of salling vessels and storm
gcenes on walls, Rag rugs on floor. Statusttes, white and chilly, add to the
gtiffness of the room. Time 7330 P.M., of & Fall evenling.

AT RISE$ Jeson Harridew iz seated right of center table. He is s strong,
old man of indeterminate sge. Clad ia rusty clothes. His face is keen and
evil, deveid of beard. He wears an old-fashioned collar, with the tie bowed
and hanging in two strings. His hends are long, bony, and the fingers have
the suggestion of coming to sharp points. Altogether an unpleasant figure. He
is just finishing counting a packet of money. Smiling evilly over it. He takes
& rubber band from money-box at his elbow, and places it sround packet. Mrs.
Meggs enters Right, &he carries & box £illed with wood for fire-place. Nrs. Hegge
is tall, homely, snd dressed in blagk. A sort of steel-like person, with dark,
burning eyes. She giides noiselessly towerd Jason, and peers over his shoulder
at money.
Jagon

( After a moment, still counting) Feel. ( Ruises money to her, withoub
looking, She takes a step back in confusion,) Y'might's well, as be gawkin',
(Forces money on her, she gloate over it.) Lovely, ain't they? Seventy-five
one-tundred dollar bills, The Harridew fortune, what's left of it. (Pulling
money eway) Turned into cash.

lrs. Heggs
shy'd ye do it? ( No snswer) (Phe pleks up wood box, goes to fireplace,
suts some sticke on fire.) I shouldn't ask ye that, I a'pose.
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Jagon

Why not? Ye're & pokin' ferrettint voman, aint ye? 'Sides

‘ : : guese body*d
mfnd@r why I'd take this stuff out ¢' the bank snd leuve it nrﬂuzgyhngz loose.
(Smiling grimly st bills) Sweat and blaod ~pind - on every one of 'em., 4nd
not & Herridew ;iving' worth a cent of it, ( Suddenly) Sarsh, how much did

ye hear at the keyhole this efternoen?

dre. Megge
¥hat d'ye mean?

Juson
I said, how much did ye hesar?

¥rs., Heggs

Nothin', I waz doln' my work.
Jagon
Ye 1is | (Peuse) I could feel ye there.( Slight not toward door K,) I hope
the sight gave ye the pleasure it did me, He, how I rubbed salt into their
_J
BOTrefs "
Mrs. deggs

(sniffing) Fine way to treat relatives !

Jagon
Right way to treat (seornfully)THEd )

ra, Hegyse
They'sare your own,
Jagon
fubh | Yen't oall them Harridews real Harridews. None of us older men acted 1like
thensnivelers, setting here beggin' me to give 'em the money. Whispirint! theiyr
tales. Filkin' each other, in my eyes, for seventysfive hundred dollars, (Pasuse)
Barah, d'ye think seventy five hundred doliars is enough %o %ill & man for?
Hrs. leggs
Yor talkin' crazy |
J 300
I wonder.
E#I’B . "‘«'aggz
Put awey that noney |
Jagon
(¥ith his evil lsugh) ¥orry ye, does it?
ire, Weggs
Fhy should 1%, tain't mine,
Jeason

Hre. Wefips

\dlowly) Hot yet.

(Coming toward him) Y'don't mean--yer're going' to leave it teo ~={ involuntary
gesture toward herself.)




J a8on B
I've done gueerer things thesa that,

gre. Hegge.
Then that's why ye tuk it out of the bank? I'a thankin' Ye, Jason.

Jagon
(Suddenly savege) Ye needn't. Son't be gettin' high hopes. The noney aintt
yours. Let me remind ye, Barsh, I's cap'n Harridew to the houseitesper - - not
J BEGH o

Mrs. Hegge
{Furicus) Ye're & hard-twisted, old man, that's whet ye are. Ye bate everybody.
(He nods) Ye ain't got & fridénd in the world. ( He shakes hesd) Ye take pleasure
in iasultin' people.

Jeson
Grest plessure.

drs., Megge
fnd when ye dle, no one wiil Le BOTIY.

Jasgen
Ye will be, Barah,
Hrs. Negge
No }
J ason
I ssy ye wills Ye'll grieve for two Lhings - - first, cause
B

Barridew fortune sud segond, Ycaupe ve'rs week's poy 1g cut
¥ o g 'y

Mre, Meggs
got enough
Jason
Have ye? Thought Rumsosk drunk it - -

firs. Megge
iy busband®s name is Jim Meggse.

Jugon
(Politely insulting ) Is it now, never heard him ecall
Had the idea they give it to him at christnint, kinde

ed nuthin! but Rumsgoak,
r lockin! forwerd like,

Wre. Meggs
(Hotly) He's as geod us say o' yourn,

Jagon
ne wuet be & - -« apggot

idre. Meggs
uge of tallkin' this way? (Turns to coueh - starte putting on hat
"hat ye wani dowm town?
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(#arning Enock)

Jason
(Byeing her sharply) Why should ye be goin' out now?

Mrs, Heggs
(fullenly) I got errands |

Jasgon
Eh? T 8'pose. (Htill eyes her - - than a look of craft comes over him ) Jes'
wait t111 I see - ~ (starts $o rise - - them gesps,clutches et throat with one hend,
slumps baek into chair - - his head falls forward onto table. One hand clutehing
the money, is stretehed out scross table toward Mrs. leggs. Startled she crosses
quickly - - makes as if to reise his head -« - looks at telephone - - goes %o it; in
the thought of summoning help - - stops, looke at him agsin. He is still, Slowly
she tiptoes toward him - - pulls money from his hand very gently. She then orosses
te L, door, Jason raises his head, smiling craftily, se she reaches door, he
rises from his chaiy ) Sarah !( Mrs. Megge utters 1ittle seream - - turns her face
blanched - h- beckons to her with bony finger - - she comes slowly toward him ,)
Yo've failed in the test I put ye to. I might have left ye the money, if he hand't
done that. I wanted to find out things sbout ye., Ha {I have |Yetll
aever get it now, ( Grasping her wrist ) For Rumscak ]

Krs. Meggs
Leave me go i ( he tears goney away from her hand loose from his grip, she
rubs it) Ye're hand - - i%'s as though I was stung by sunthiaf,

Jason
(Unheeding) Nobody'll get this money, nobedy d'ye hear? I'm goin' to bura 1t.
(motions towsrd fireplace) ind lsughs when the five eats it away. There won't
be s cent left to pay for my buryin', (Chuekles evilly, But ye've got enough,
Enogk = ~ = =
Sarah, Ye'll pay. { Knock sounds on L. door - Jason hurriedly places money in
box- - he snarls at Mrs. Meggs ) Open it |

(¥rs. Meggs gives him a deadly loock - - goes toward door. Before she can ged
there, MATT HARRIDEW burstas in. He stends by door, glering at Jason. Matt ip

s young man of about twenty-five, well built, good-looking, snd broneed from &
life at sea. He wears & ses cap with & visor, and s short blue Jacket, with a
black swester showing st the neeck, He has a sack slung over his shoulder.

Jason looks et him, his 1ip curling in contempt.) (Door left, if no gtairs-Right)

Jason
From his msmners this must be & Harridew. Ye may go, Sarah, to ye're errands. The
Harridews are itchin'! to insult each other - - slone, (81%)
(She goes cut eyeing Matt euriously - - Matt flings his sack into & corner.

fell,Matthew, you've home I see. ( Hatt doesn't answer) An no doub$ rich

from your rosmin', ( Ho snawer) What, have ys forgot the langusge, nephew, or
are ye struck speechless with delight at sight of me. ( Sits, slowly, easily
at R. of table,) How are they in Singapore?

Moty
( Coming forward two steps with clenched fista.) You meen, how is HE in
Singepore = = FOU = = yOu - =
Jason
(Pleasantly) Say it, Matthew,




Hatt
You devil |God help nme |

Jason
Yeg, God help ye, Matthew, 1I that's the best ye can do !

datt
@ him | Saw him in Singepore, rotting.

J&son
in Bingspore !
Matt
Jou know who I mesn |
Jeson
Do I? Ye've a youngster's gift of presumption.

Mutt
Oh, don't be a hypoerite !

Jagon
(Rising) It've a mind to twist ye're tongue for that |No one, understand, says
"hypoerite” to me, I've always had the decency to be plain and opent in my
badness. That's why, d'ye ses, there's lots worse in the world thun nme.

lHatt
Yould go far to find them !

Jason
Some right here, this afternoon., Name's Harridew, Holy fuces; gbinking hearts |

Hatt

daybe, but thay never left one of their own rece to rot asmong the heathen dogs !

ut i
At least they ain't guilty of that. Sut you are, you - -

Jeson
( 4gain plessantly) Devil, Don't be afraid, Matthew.
Yo've & plow tongue. When I was your sge -~

datt
Listen, and stop your cursed mccking | He's there,

Jagon
Hatt

Jason
Bishop, my old mste Tom. In Sdngepore? I expect
until he dies. ( Folds hands loosely on table)
Hetl
your revenge, asar me (He alan't a white man amny nore. He's -« -
They're bootin' him around, the filthy natives are. #nd so are the
g keepers of dives, And lasecar sailors, and niggers.
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Matt (Contin.)
overy lousy roustabout from off the seven seas! The scum of the worldeee
Ton Dishop's gettin' trod beneath their feet!

Jason

Katt
say B0, could you hear Tom Bishop's sursel

Jason
(Raising his brows) AR? Then maybe Tom has a bit of gpunk in him, after all.,
"Twas for his cowardice I flung him off the Luey, twenty years ago. I'd have
no men walking my deck with yellow in their hearts. (Pause) Tell me his curse,
nephew. OSay 1t sceftly. (Mooking) '"Twill zound the mors terrible.

Natt
Jn me he lald i%! He knew me for & Harridew.

Jason
That was a fine name when the old men lived. Your father was & true Harridew,

:'n,att
I'm not, thenk Godl

Jagon
(Slowly) I wonder.

Matt
D'you think I'd faney bvein' like you?

Jason
Yo've many years abefore ye yet, Hautthew, Many years to-=-do things.

iatt
I'1l sail no more. The sea'll have no chance to bend me &8 it has you.
Tom Bishop's curse can never full on mel

Jason
we, the curse again., Trifles trouble ye, nephew. Farhaps ye're afraid
of the dark. Ferbaps ye're yellow--one of the Harridew maggota,

Vatt
(Stepping up to the tsble, white with fury), If you wasn't Olleme],

Jason
\Rising and smdling evilly) wWould ye fight with me, naphew? lWould ye fight?
dany men have, and gone limpin' to sheir graves. ome of "em without their
oyes, I was great for (flicking motion with his thumb) THAT. (Fause); then
softly) Gvould ye fight?

I'd not foul my hands with you.
‘f ason

(Cuietly,) '"Twill grieve me to break ye, nephew, Yo%, for your insolence, I
must., (Starts to move arcund table).
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Hatt
ideten, (scorafully) old mem. Try none of your bullyraggin® with me! I'm used to
fightin® young wem == and strong == not shells like you, with the ghosts of old crimes
lookin® out of their eyes. (Jauson start:. Natt flinge out his arm in restraining gese
ture.) I've no time %o waste with you now, nor no mind %0 be listening to your talk.
I've a question of importance to ack someone who lives not three doors sway.

Jason

(6lowly and smiling eraftily) That would be Josie White, eh?

ligti
Haybe, and if the snswer 1o"yes",I'1l come back t0 you for a last word. And it won't
be a pleasant one.

Jason
¢¢0d lusk with your courtim', Matthow. If ye're a real Harridews; ye'll not take & "no,"
but choke the "yea" out of her. (Matt strides toward L. door.) A moment. (Matt pauses
et ring of command in Jason's voices.) Ye impress me, nephew. Ye're the only Harridew
since the old man died who'e ever stood up to mes I think ye've got red in your bloeod,
not yollows (Takes money from bex) Nephew, I'm mo hand at pretty speeches. (Holding
out money) Here's o gift for ye. Seventy-five hundred dollars. The end of the
Harridow fortune. '

Latt
The Harridevw fortune, oh? Gained by rottonness and treachery and the desth of men.
(With contempt) I wouldn't touch it with tongs!

Jagon
(Mdeiringly) A real Harridew! Stubborn, that's the breed! (Matt is geing) Before
yerun 4o the lady, Matthew, tell me Tom Bishop's curse. '"Tis a funny ome, no doubly,
far Tom was never a hand with words.

Yatt
He called on God to make we sail the seas and rot, ue he is rotting, $11l the day I die.

Jmgon

Vell, Natheow; ye appear to be quite healthy, so fare. (Softly) and had Tom Bishep no
vord for me?

latt

Hal I'm near to forgettin®. (Crosses, opons sack, tekes out bex sbout four inches
squaress In one side there is a hole, covered with some sort of metting.) 014 man, a
present £0 you from Tom Bishope There's leoaves aml sowe sort of a creepin' thing,
insides And see, he's left a hole here, for mirs 7"hat the thing is, I don't knows
but he told me to give it to you. Take it, for I'll have it about me no more. (Jason
takes the bex, smiling. Natt cvesses to door; turms) And Tom Bishop's wish is that
yo say have a swift and awful death.

(Ee opens doore lkirs. Meggs is Just entering. latt bows slightly, stepe aside, lets her
pass him. Then he exite,; with s=ck.)

Jason
(Lardanicrliy; The young msn has mmanerss

lre. leges
(Removing uraps = puts them on cou h.?b He nover lemmmed ‘em in thie héuse. (Crosses te
table; glancing inte money box.
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Thers is evidently none, for she comes beck and crosses swiftly to window,
Halgzes ghade once and pulls it down, as though giving signal, VWeits, face
frent, llstening. Then goes to L. door; opens it, scmitting Jim Meggs.

He stands unfertainly near door, which she ciomes Lumedistely, Negge 1s

& poor-looking creature with s weak face, He wears garments that do mot go
togother, He has mo coller, end the neck of his shirt ie fastened with &
brass collar-button, He has 2 habit of twisting his fingers together
nervously; an old slouch hat iz on the bseck of his hear.)

iirs. Meggs
{811 the following dialogue is carried on in = low voice)
Got it?

Jim
Yeh, (Taps his coet pocket where it bulges.)

Hrs. Heggs
S-ghl Talk low, 01d fool's got sharp esrs.

Jim
When'd he go to bed?

Mrg, Hoggs
Jes! now,

Jim
Toc soon, He won't be asleep. I better stay out a while, 'n wait,

lrs, Meggs
Ho, Do it now,

Jim
Hight struggle,

Mrs, Meggs
You ¢'n manage him,

Jim
(Dublously) 0Old men's strong, and = devil, Seen him take a feller's amm,
once't, snd snap it like you would 2 twig. I seen it busted and hangin' down,
and the hand all turpin' a rotten black, (Twisting fingers snd looking fesar-
fully at upper door.) He ain't mo sort of man to fool with,

lrs, Beggs
g-ghi Kow's our chamce, I tell ya, It's jea' eight o'clock, We can get it
over with, and be home safe in twenty mimutes, That'll be my usu'l time of
arvivin' there. We'll light the lights, and make it = point to call someone
on the 'phome, That'll be u double check om us bein' home, and not here
late. See? I got it 21l planmed out, Jes' ——jes' do yer pert, that's all,

Jin
(After a pause) How much did ye say old men's money come to?

Mra. Hogzs
Seventy-five imndred,

Jim
Adn't worth killin' fer.




(Fiercely) Ainft, eh? Jim Meggs, you ner we won't ever see that much iz our
vhole 1ivesl Not Af Jeew mnd I'm pure you won't--work till doomedsy, It':c ours
fer the tekin'l Never sech & chance sgainl

Jim
I know, ut Elllin' means «we

Mras, Meggs
Yor afraid, (scornfully). PRum soakl

Jim

Eill 5 mab—w—

lire, Meggse
Ligtsn to me, y' fooll D'ye know wvhat he's goin' to do with the money? He's
goln' to harn it, to-morrsr, right before my very eyes--and then laught at mel
Thet laugh of hisl I want ye to get it out of my ears forewverl

Jim
Shut upl Yer mekin' too much noige, Want hip down hers with a gun? (Crosses to
foot of steirs - listens, Comes back to her.) Taell me suthin', I may be = fool,
&8s ye gay, but I got brains enough %o know that peoplefll notice us spendint that
money, They'll be susplecious-—

Hro, Megge
We'll not spend o cent of i%, Jim Meggs. Not fer a long, long time, We're goin'
teo bu?y it-—deep--in the garden back of our house. Let it stay there till every-
thing blows over, and even then, we'll only spend it in dribs and drabs,

Jim
Yoyeh. Hounds good,

Mrs. Meggs
G’o on, then.

Jim
Ye be there?

Mrs, Meggs
Right beside ye. But~-do it quick, This talkin' 'bout ite——e(In momsntery panic,
catches bis arm,) Jiml X' got it?

Jim
Yes, I told yel

Mre, Hogge
Lemna soe. (ge takes heavy monkey-wrench out of his coat pocket, Involuntarily
she shudders,) Throw it away, right afterwards, into the riveri

Jim
(Growling snd striving to keep up his coursge,) Listenm} ¥Y! breakin' down? Cause
if y' ave, I'n throughl

Hre, beggs
(With effort) No. Go oms I'11 keep thinkin' of the momey, And a new dress for
next year, Go oml
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(They move slowly up the stairs, o leads, gripping wrench, At the landing
he turna.

Jin
Bow Ybout bringin' the lamp? (Motioms towerd ome on the tables)

Hrs. Hegge
Ko, leave it here. Things won't look so funny, then, from the outeide.

(They ascend the remaining stairs in silence, He opens upper doors listensy then
glides thru., OShe follows, closing door. There is a silence, Then HATT and JOSIE
WHITE enter, L. Josie is a pretty girl of about twenty, She ptands by door, as
the afraid to come into the room. Hatt, in high spirits and laughing, crosses

to R, door, sxitg, only to return immediately, OSurprised st mot finding Jason

in any of the down-stairs rooms, he iz about to bound up the gtalrway snd pound
on the upper door, when he notices the frightened expresgsion on Josie's face, He
Grosses to her.)

Matt
Fhat would you be afvaid of Josis, lase?

Jogle
(Looking fearfully about) This place, It smells so cold, It's--it's like he
was EVERYWHEREL

Hatt
(Laughing) Aye, the old man's left icicles behind himl B-rrl Down my beck they
are, snd cold ss deathl Cold as the old men's kandl

Josle
Oh; Hatt, vhy do we have %0 come here end face him?

Hutt
Walt till I get him in this rooml You'll seel

Jogie
(As he starts to escend stairs, clinmgs to him) No, Matt, den't}

Batt
Ahe, my girl, little wonder you'd be flustered, what with me runming into your
house and blatting it out for you to marry mel Point-blank and s broad-side,
that was, Josle, "Bingl Will you marry we?" seys I, "I will"¥, says she-——and
there you arel

Josie
{(In sudden slarm) What was that? (Looking towsrd the head of stairs)

Matt
Eh?

Joaie
It sounded like comeone moaningl

dott
Hol That's the way bs snoresi I imow. Not & devillsh wink of sleep can you get
in the vhole house when the old man's £lat on his beck and snowing.
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Jogie
Therew—that dresdful sound sguinf Matt, como aweyt

Matt
Without a lasgt word with the old lad? Why, thet's what I came baek for! To
tell him I's done with the Harridews, and done with the seal Aye, =nd 'twas in
me to mention that farm you and me's going to have, That's it, aint it, Joale,
2 farm?

Jonie
IBS, ﬁ-&tto

Matt g8
With horses and cows--Loxd help me, I can't tell ome from the othery (With his
are clumsdly about her) %ell, then, to humor you, lass, we'll come awaye Down

sgain to your house, Maybe we'd best talk this thing over 2 bit more, for
marzyin's o new voysnge to me, (Speaking towerd upper door,) I came back heve
to glve you a blastin' out, Wt I'm too darn happy! Stay up there- for asll of
ne~-and slesp till doomadayl (Matt and Jogle go out, L., closing door,)

(After a moment, the door at the head of the steirs opens, and Ers. Meggs
appears, followed by Jim, &he is carrying the money-box, They descend &
elow step at o time, and both appear desed. At landing, Hra. Meggs stops
and stares dully down into rm.f

Mra. iﬂﬂﬁgﬂ
(In dull, flat toms) That lamp's too high, (Comes down remeining steirs, pute
box on eenter table, tuwrne down lamp-wick more out of habit than anything else,
Dabe at forehead with hondkerchief, Looks sround at bim, w=ho has feced about on
landing, snd is staring at upper door.) What ye doin' that for?

Jin
(Turning and regarding Ler stupidly) Thought he night be comin' down after us,

Birs. Meggs
Yo gettin' crazy? He's dead,

Jim
Yes, He's dead., His mouth, it's like he's laughin',

Mrs. Megge
Dom't talk that wayl

Jim
(Unheeding) Seem 1%, there im the moonlight., His mopth, laughinfe--at us,

Hrs, Muggs
SBhut up, wilil yel

Jin
(Coming down to her) What we goin' to do now?

Mrs, Meggs
(Fith mighty sffort at comtrol) Jes! what we plonmed, Pull yourself together,
and we'll get out,

Jim
Got to git out (nodding toward L, door) inmto the WORLD?
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Mrs. Meggs
! course.

Jim
They'1ll know,

lirs, Hegge
¥ho'll know?

Jim
Everybody, (Feebly) Wish't I hed a drink' (Hisz hand, out of habit, goes toward
his coat pocket, Touches wrench. He half draws it out before he realizes,
Drope it in horrow.)

\ ire. Haggs
(Teking up money box) Comin'?

Jim
(slowi{ with eyes on box) Seventy-five hundred dollars, 'Tein't worth it
ter k i & man for seventy-five hundred dolliavs,

Mra. Reggs
Teoo lute now to be thinkin' about it

Jim
Yehe Too late. (Psuge) But we'll THINK, Jeo' the seme, (peassing his hand over
his eyes,) Ie--I cen't git over it that he's deadl And his mouth laughin',

M T8 Eegg’
(Godng L. resolutely) Come on, Jim, bsfore ye¢ drive me cramyl Drags him,

Passing fireplace, = thought strikes her, BShe stops.) Listen, we better tuke
the money out, snd burn the box, There'll be fimger prints on it, I guess it's
up to me to do the thimkin® "round here--snd I 2in't goin'! to leave no tracks
behind, (Coming to teble, she sets box down,) C'm over here, Put this money
in yer pocket, (He approaches slowly, twisting his fingers together im his
nervous way, Mrs, Megge opens momey-boxj thrusts her hand inside, She screams)
Jimi Suthin' bit sel

Jim
Enh?

Hrs, Heggs
Sunthin' bit me, I tell yel There, in the box! It's like THE FEEL OF THE OLD
HAN'S HANDL

Jin
Guees you're the one gettin' craszy now, Ain't nothin' there, cept money, (&tarts
to put hand in box,)

Mrs, Hogge
Don't Jimi

Jim
(Disgustedly) Anl gmw his hand in box, Them he cries out sharply,) Gad,
there IS sunthin'l (Holds up finger to lamp,) Uee the mark?

Mrs., Heggs
Jim, sunthin' goin' to happen to us!




alkdis

Jin
(Peering into money-box,) Can't see nothin', (Execitedly) Yes, yes, there
Ytis--lookl (Bhe does, snd her face blanches.,) COrewlin' in and out smong the
billg—=ges that browm dab of rottenness crawl? It's-—-it's some kind of a spider,
Lookit how 1it¥s Dloated] Ome of them foreign thingsl Their poison's——-deathi

Nra. Hegge
(Sitting L. of table, spesks dully.,) He put it there., He knew I'd be sfter
the money, (Pause® He slweys hated me. But not s much as I hated him,

Jia
(?e&ring open neck of his shirt) Dogtor--I'm goin' ter git a doctor! (Cross-
ing in terror to tel,) Now I know why his devil's mouth wes leughin'i (2t
phone) Gimme 3-1§ 3-1f

_ Hrs. Heggs
(Dully) Seventy-Tive-hundred dollars.

Jin
Doetor Phillips? Jim Meggs speakin', (Pause) No, not rum-sickness this time,
dorse -~ polson. Comeé quick--but 1it'll be too late., (He spesks slowly, end with
great effort,) Doc, I've just killed Jasom Herridew, (Puts receiver domgp sits
staring straight shead of him,)

Exrs. Heggs

(Rising 2nd spesking in thin volce,) Jim, d'ye think we'll Eotemegs {8y g
home? (She sterts to walk unsteadily toward L, door as curtain falls,)

END

EQO ROYALTY
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sure to

"F) "].-1‘ sle _'p" e
ut this hoe will do

Let me get a holdof you just
(Mr.Mce chases Peter off stage)

Oh, dear oh,
t 811 me L‘II‘.]\-EC;

blackberries

h, v, he must be coming this

buttons.

rithout

J
e ——

HOR 1
Garden

lettuce, and that
tail arcn't

greeny
having as much
u"gn tﬂe Fﬁtu

Ohi

]

A o

acari
L ooks
me thru this gat

I wish I

Oh} dearl I

like
he doesn't
gee mee.

=
M
[ T =

Never have seen S0 many wee

the trick. (Hoes)

ker-chooe

II..-LQ'” in my ga rden?

sees him and goes to the gates)

oncel
Curtain.

A lovely

111
the garden

dear, I thought I'd be in
conld run so fast. Oh,

will I ever get out of this

ing so flat and empty from running

down in the lane. As long

Probably never will find my

hinge
he hears footsteps)

=

could that be comings. It must be Mr.lice
We If I only could
catches his jacket in the berry net) Ohl

I can't get loose from this

and 1'11 help

of

you find the
Runs off

garden
stage as

gé:'l.t Be

hia 4 - i1t
nis ul.'_-"\c.u.@tn HUle

no rabbit is 5;ina to steal from my

getting put in a stew or piel

gooseberry



(Javathleus and bedr g Whe sorry sight I ams I've lost my

lovely jacket with the nice bres auttons, I've gotten myself all

dirty and scratched 3 1 that I don't feel very well,
ght it would be fun in Mr.Mc garden didn't you? I
hink 80 any more and you sure don't look like you
time.

so sick= I've got such a nach ach I wish I'd never come,
never would have gotten out of the g n and would have been in
Mce ple by now if it hadn't been
It's almost supper time now so you'd better go back to your sand bank

home before your mother comes looklng for you. I hope you'!ll remember
what your mother tells you after this experience.

abbits! home. Peter lying in bed.
Peter:

Mother:
eratched and dirty.

gardens

(Wnimpers)

" "
Mot ner:

with Peter?

He wasn?

e Waoal

Me. garden

her sald you would

and dirtye.




stayed down
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Reviged for puppets by Evelyn Angur
blic Library Thief River Falls,linn,

= PROLOGUE -

Once there was a poor widow who lived in a cotiage in the
two deughters, Snow White and Rose Rede She had given the girls the
beczuse they were so much like the flowers that blOOmsd on two rose
grew at the cottage doore.

They were g2ood children and rever gave their mother a worry. Snow White
-
v

was qui and gentle and liked best of all to help her mother keep house while

"ﬂ.
Rose Red liked best to run in the fields and pick flowers when her work was done.

Snow White and Rose Red were of great comfort to thelr mother.
SCENE I

ottage room by the hearth. Mother is kmitting, Rose Red and Snow
by the fire.

It is a cold night out to-night mother. Do you think it best o
bring more wood for the fire?l

Mo, you needntt bring more Sn. Wt.

box in the kitchen and that should _kaf

It was fun gathering sticks to-day mother. All our animal
were out in the woods walking in the new fallen snow. 1
of them to=-day than every before this winter.

Yes, I know-the fawn came to the door for grain while you wer
gone and many of the birds came to eat the crumbs we threw ou
after lunch.

an 913; that both of you like the forest animals so well =

g they
company for you. I never fear for you when you go into

the woods for I know they are all your friends.
(¥nock at the door)

(jumping up) Oh, who is that do you suppose? If it is some one
wandering in the snow I'd better let him in.
may be some one who is lost in the colds You'd better lift

e latch and see.

(Off stage) May I come in? I'm quite cold and covered with
SNOWe




D

dnhr 1w) Hhht an unusuval cresture! Look mother
bear and he's able to talke Poor thing,
gtiff from the colds OCome, lie here before the fire
gke care you do not burn yourself.

Let!s brush him off Rose Red, he's covered with snow.
]

There, he won't get so wet nowe Why look, he likes it and is
already asleep.

It is getting late daughters = we must go to bedes Do not waken
the beare Let him have his peace by the warm fire 'til the
morning. He ean be of no harm there. Turn the lights Rose Red
and Come alongs

time = darkening of
2 faint morning ligh

(Awskening and stretching) I see by the
Juornlng. I have bad a comforteble place
are indeed good people but now I mu;t be
I need not cause them more trouble,

(stretches and exits by door)

enter Ro. Rd. and Sme Wie)

ROSE RE he fire needs stlr ring Sn. Wie I hope our friend the Bea
has not suffered from the cold.

SNOW WHIT But look = he's no longer there.
fore morning came. W
him,

(Enter Mother)

Stir the fire my
friend will be hv

deughters so we may start breskfast. Our
IMEZTY e

But mother = he is gonel
Well, meybe it is best that way. We must have more woo
the fire. Here is the basket, gather a few fagots in th
woods, children.
Welll get on our wreps mother.

won't take us long to get the wood. We'll be back in

timee.

{ CTTRMATI
\ \JLR_'.IJLl N




In the forest.

Look Sne Wt., what is tha
Why it's a funny little men.

Why do you stend therel
offering me any assistencel

WHAT have you done little man?

> goosed I wented to split
the wedges slipped.

all we can to help you.
rf and I'11l try to p““ th

gstruggle without success)

ROSE RED: 28N seem tc work the way we are doing it. I'1l

Orack breined sheep's-head that you arel What are you
going to call other people for? You are two too many for
me nows Can you think of nothing else?

SNOW WHITE: Don't be impatient = I have thought of something.
1 have a pair of (cuts off beard) scissors - with

your beard will be looses

Stupid people to cut off a piece of my
Plague take youd (carries off a s
l(}{';e)

Well - that's an ungrateful fellow for you. No matter now =
we must get the wood we were sent for and be off for home.

( CURTAIN)




In the cottage living room. Sn.Wte and Ro.Rd. and mother
are seated as in scene I. i vening.

It is proud that I am to have two such helpful daughters

as you. The wood you gathered this morning has been plenty to
lgst all day and even now when it is time for bed there is
still enough to last ?'til morning. You will not need to
gather more until then.

SNOW WHITES
ROSE RED: (unison) Oh, we forgot = we almost forgot to tell you what
happened in the woods. We saw~=—=——=-==

(knock at the door)

r

May I come inf?
Of course.
(enter bear)
MOTHER S Why it's our friend the Beare Come in, sir, and warm yourself,
Ro.Rd. was about to tell me their adventure while gathering
wood this mornings Go ahead Ro.Rd. SneWt., brush the snow from
the Bear while we listen.
Thank you, kind friends.
(Brushes Bear as ke lies by the fire)
Tell mother what we saw Ro. Rde- out in the woods, you know.
A funny little dwarf had ceught his beard in a log. TWe tried
to get it out for him but could not until we cut it with Sn.White's
scigsorse Instead ¢f thanking us he was as cross as could bes
SNOW He called us all sorts of names, pulled to denote passing of time.
(Bear groons as though story disturbs him)
Well my girls, it does seem as though the dwarf had been a bit
ungrateful but it does me good to think you were of some help
to hime It has grown late and we must be off tc bed. Come guietly
now = the Bear is asleep. He will be comfortable there for the
nighte Rose Rde, go and unlatch the door so he may leave as he

( CURTAIN)

SCENE IV
ar

. Nest morning. The two girls are by the firee. ZInter mother.

SNOW WHITE: The Bear is gone again mother,




As long as he has been comfortable for th ight I don't think
we need to worry sbout him now. No doubti he t the need of
gome breakfast and has teken to the woo

Come girls, we must not think of the Bear
to do. Sne Wt., sweep the hearth. Ro. Rd., g0
and geather few sticks. You must hurry now becausge I need

you to run an errand for me.

( girls work)

Itve brought the wood mother. Are you through at the hearth
Sne Whe T

Lay the wood here now = everything is swept.
Now that you have finished with that, here is money. I will
need some lace and thread from town. Take care when you go
through the woods and mmrry backe There is sewing to be
finighed if you are to have new dresses for Spring. The snow
has gone quickly and the flowers will soon be blooming, Go
guickly nowe
We won't be long mothers Good=byes (wave)

(CURTAIN)

In the woods

See Roe Rde On the ground. The flowers are already coming up.
Mother was right when she said they would soon be blooming.
o

Come, we must not stop for buds now if we are to do mother's
errand as she says. Why bless my shoelaces = what's this

Why, it's our little elf man with the long beard.
™y 2 o 2 P \
Silly gooses - of course it's me. (jumps, tugs, end grunts)

TWhat is the trouble?




You donkey = can't you see my beautiful beard is caught under
this rock? The next thing I suppose you will want to kmow
how it got under there.

Well, I can't figure it out myself.

You bumpkin = what does it matter how it got there? Get it outl
(hops up and down)

The best we can do is to roll the stone awaye. (pushes with
no result)

Lily white weaklings that you are. I would be better off
without youl

Patience little men - we may not be strong but we are preparede
Let's try my scissors again. (cuts off part of dwarf's beard.)

(sereeches and hollers) Imbeciles = idiots = was it not

enouvgh to ruin my beard once? Now I will not be able to show
my face about until I have regained what you have cut off.,
Such stupidness I bhave never seen before. (grabs up a bag from
behind the rock and runs off)

Well, of all the ungratefulness. One would think he preferred
to stay under the rock. Well, no matter now. 1s get on

he
to the village for our shoppinge

(CURTAIN)

SCENE VI

Living room. Evening, mother i ing mitting.
How is your new apron Sn. W

(Preening about) Oh it's lovely I think. See Ro. Rd.,
doesn't the lace look nicetl

I thought you never would heve any lace on your apron for
all the trouble it took with that ungrateful dwarf. It
took us some time to get him looses I was sure we wouldn't
get to town in time.

And then he was so hateful after all our trouble.
We saw that ugly dwerf agein mother. His beard was caught under

, rock this time, but we could not move it and had to cut his
again with the scissorsa




MITRR ¢
MOTHER:

ROSE RED:

ust the same des
secem to me as ©

May I come in?

(Jumping up) Ohl
Oh do eome in. I

thoug

7 -

was your duty to help him. It doean't
could be entirely ungrateful to you.

(kmock at the door)

(enter Bear)

look! It's our fr

end the Bear again.
wes hoping i

ng we had not seen you

fri
and ‘L“.Op

for the last time.

Thank you = 1 am
your fire. ZEven
chilly on my old

We have begun to
pleasure to have

g0 gled you do not mind me warming mysel
though spring is soon here the ni éhts are
bones.

look for your return each night. It is our
vou with us. We all hope that you will come

often even when the nights are warm and you need no protection

from the cold.

I hope we may alweys be friends. (Lies down.)

Now that your apron is finished Sn. Wt., I think it
for us to go to bed.

rest to-morrows
gto the Bear)

Good=night.

It is a comfort to have such friends as you.

you 1.

In the woods,

We have finished

And glad I am too for it is such
Look here though nowe.

in the WO':}C:.E °
aheads

(dwarf
tip toe up behind him and gaze over his

and Ho. Rde.

We have left the
mey come and gooas you likee

Enter Sn. Wte.

is time

Then we may rise early and finish the

Come my daughters.
oor unlatched for you so you
I hope you will sleep well,

Good=night to

( CURTAIN)

3CENE VI
d Roe Rd.)
our work early to=day.

for walking
what 1is

a lovely day £
:aﬁe care,

with back turned admiring jewels. Sn. Wto
shoulder.

Dwarf turns about in surprises)




WARTF:

FRINCE:

IR
SHOW

i
WHIT H

Blithering idiots! Stupid gooses-- long nose
you always be about some onels business?

d snoopsd

are sorry sir but you see we thought we recognized you.
We were wondering what you were zbout,.

And what do you think you will gain by your snooping and
prying? Teke up your heels and spare no speed. Never speak
of what you have seen or I shallee—w

(Enter Bea Dwaerf stops dead shaking with fright)
At last = now I have caught youl

(begzingly) Spare me but this time my desr Loyd Bear. I sh

give up all my treasures to you = only give me my lifel

What have you to fear from such a little fellow as I ame

You could not touch me with your big teeth, Tnera - take
those two wicked girls = eat them, they would be n morsgels

(bear deals a swift blow upon the dwarf. Dwarf
flattens outy 3Bear disappears and a prince pops up in

his place. Girls show fright and start to run.)

Sn. Wts = Ro. Rde have no fear = I am a kings son. The
Dwarf stole 2ll my treasures and changed me into a bear to
roam the foreste Now all is well and my treasure is once
more mines

(bowing) We are indeed glad for that but now we have lost
our friend, the bear.

How so?

When vou were a bear you were our friend and came t0 see
Now that you are a prince you will have to go
our palace and we shall see you no more.
It is true, I must go back to my kingdom but if you will
permit me, I should glways like to be your friend. TYour
care of me txroab those long, cold winter nights will
not go unrewarded.

pay for such as that. Your
frlEﬂ&S

Nevertheless, it will be my pleasure to see that you and
your mother want for nothing in the future and to count you
as my dear friends.

( CURTAIN)
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