REMARKS
THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
CLOQUET HIGH SCHOOL

APRIL 6, 1970

di IF YOU ARE READY AND WILLING TO MAKE THIS COMMITMENT..
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+«THEN LET'S CHANGE FROX RHETORIC TO REALITY.....LET US CON-
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CENTRATE ON SOME POSITIVE AND IMMEDIATE STEPS THAT CAN BE
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ST DACTTT
TAKEN.....STEPS THAT WILL NOT ONLY HAVE A VISIBLE IMPACT ON
MANY OF OUR ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS, BUT WILL MOST CERTAINLY

WIDEN THE SCOPE OF ACTIVE COMMUNITY AWARENESS TO THIS VERY
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CRITICAL SITUATION NOW CONFRONTING QUR SOCIETY.
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4:3 RECOMMEND THAT THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS ESTABLISH
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THE 1970s AS THE DECADE OF PEOPLE, ENVIRONMENT AND PEACE - THE

"PEP" DECADE, AN ENTIRE DECADE DEDICATED TO PEOPLE.....RECOG-
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NIZING DIGNITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S HUMAN RIGHTS.....AN ENTIRE
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DECADE SET ASIDE TO CONCENTRATE ON THE BATTLE THAT MUST BE FOUGHT

AGAINST POLLUTION.....AND A DECADE BORN IN THE FRUSTRATIONS OF WAK

AND DEDICATED TO A PEACE THAT PROVIDES MEANING FOR OUR ULTIMATE

GOAL OF BUILDING TOGETHER IN PEACE A BETITER WORLD FOR TOMORROW.
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TLLR5‘41;1%?)3}};!}5::?&5*1‘ HINGS. WE SIZr2n HAVE FOUR

LEVELS[WHA’I‘ CAN YOU DO AT THE LOCAL LEVEL; WHAT CAN
YOU DO AT THE STATE LEVEL; WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE NATIONAL

LEVEL; AND THEN, OF COURSE, THE FINAL -- WHAT CAN YOU DO
7Y
AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL{NQ\‘T THE LOCAL LEVEL IT REQUIRES
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION, REWARDS AND AWARDS; AT THE STATE
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LEVEL IT REQUIRES {° ° .} STATE LAW, STRICT AND ¥=li & ~Fang
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STATE ENFORCEMENT.

( ,) ZWE SHOULD CALL UPON EVERY LEGISLATURE TO PUT AT THE

TOP OF ITS AGENDA FOR THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION STARTING 1971

THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

s e a iy

('2’) AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL WE MUST CALL UPON THE CONGRESS

TO ESTABLISH STRICT STANDARDS ON ALL FORMS OF POLLUTION.....

STANDARDS THAT WOULD PREVENT THE FAMILIAR ECONOMIC BLACKMAIL
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WE HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO HERE IN M.’L}FSES‘DT:‘_&_h WHERE A MAJOR
EMPLOYER CASTS ASIDE THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND PUTS A GUN TO THE
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COMMUNITY'S HEAD BY THREATENING TO CLOSE HIS PLANT AND PUT




THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE OUT OF WORK IF MADE TO CONFORM TO EVEN
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THE MINIMUM POLLUTION ABATEMENT MEASURES FOR AIR AND U%TFR%
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WITH FEDERAL LEGISLATION, COMPANIES SUCH AS THIS, WHOSE F A
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/ 3) ME:&‘:::ZE’"‘:{{ THE CONGRESS SHOULD REVIEW EVERY
LAW REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENT THAT IS NOW ON THE BOOKS.
o~ ! THESE LAWS SHOULD BE UPDATED.....MAKE SURE THE PENALTIES FOR
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POLLUTERS ARE STRONG ENOUGH.....AND EQUALLY IMPORTANT, MAUE
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SURE THE INCEMNTIVES TO TAXE CCRRECTIVE MEASURES TO STOP
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POLLUTION ARE REALISTIC IN TIRMS OF TODAY'S LONG RANGC COR-
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PORATL PLANNING.
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A AT IhE I\T LRNATIONAL LEM’EL WORKING THROUGH TRE
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UNITED NATIONS, WE SHGULL NCGOTIATE AND RATIFY TREATIZS AND
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AGREEMENTIS 10 PROTECT THE ENVIROMMENT, TO ESTABLISH ENFORCEABLE
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STANDALDS FOR CLEAN AIR; STANDARDS FO? CLEAN WATER; AND
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STRICT RULES AND REGULATIONS TO PREVENT CONTAMINATION OF

INTERNATIONAL RIVERS AND THE OCEANS.

A UNITED NATIONS BOARD OF EVVIhONHFYTAL CONTROL
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SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO SUPERVISE AND MONITOR ALL ENVIRON-
MENTAL CONTROL EFFORTS.
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I PROPOSE A COMMUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN EYVIROV-
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“:5? MENT - A MOBILIZATIOW OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EFFORTS OF ALL
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AGE GROUPS AND ALL SEGMENTS OF THE SOCIETY.

A WE NOW HAVE AN URBAN COALITION IN OUR MAJOR CITIES,
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BUT THE COTHUYITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVIROWMENT WOULD BE
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MUCH BROADER AND COULD GO INTO EVERY PART OF THE STATE AND
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BEYOND THE STATE, TO THE NATION.




éTO COORDINATE ALL OF THE ESSENTIAL EFFORTS IN SUCH
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(@ A PROGRA}i) I SUGGEST 'I.'HAT THE STATE ESTABLISH A CITIZENS'
34
ADVISORY BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION.
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THIS STATE BOARD WOULD WORK WITH SIMILAR BOARDS ORGANIZED IN
iy

EACH COMMUNITY THROUGHOUT MINNESOTA TO ESTABLISH LOCAL
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STANDARDS f“"““:f’_’l“‘f*“_":'l AS WELL AS PROVIDING GUIDANCE,
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INFORMATION AND DIRECTION TO ITS LOCAL CITIZENS AND INDUSTRY,
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4 THIS IS WHAT WE REALLY MEAN BY "CITIZEN PAr\TICIPATIO\I" IN THE
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POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRY _/LET'S TAKE POLITICS
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TO THE PEOPLE -- WHEN I SAY POLITICS, I MEAN THE WHOLE CON-

CEPT OF PUBLIC POLICY AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION TO THE PEOPLiE)
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(."\ é I PROPOSE A SPECIAL HONORS PROGRAM FOR OUR COMMUNITIES
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WHERE THE STATE OF MINNESOTA WOULD PRESENT AN "E" AWARD FOR

"EXCELLENCE IN ENVIROMMENT".
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OF THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AS TO RESULTS IN BEAUTIFICATION AND
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g.) LIKEWISE, THERE SHOULD BE A REGULAR REPORT ISSUED OUT
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ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION OF OUR STATE.....THE RESULTS OF WHAT
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LOCAL COM:UNITIES ARE DOING IN THEIR PARhSJ AROUND CITY HALL

AND IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS.....INCLUDING HOW WE ARE CLEANING
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UP THE AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARDS, HOW WE'RE CLEANING UP ALONG
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ROADSIDES.
e

zgi EACH COMMUNITY SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST ONE APPOINTED
OFFICER, VOLUNTARY OR PAID, THAT WOULD SERVE LIKE A LOCAL
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CONSERVATIONIST OR ENVIROMMENTAL OFFICER.
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IN THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES THERE ARE LOCAL FORESTERS
AND LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS THAT HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR A
PARTICULAR AREA?Z;WE CAN DO THE SAME THING HERE IN OUR RE-
SPECTIVE CITIES. THIS MAN CAN BE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE LOCAL

CITIZENS' BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION.

WE SHOULD CALL ON EVERY YOUTd ORGANIZATION IN THE f=SF0
roRTREaAST=rT
STATE TO MAKF IMPROVEMENTS OF THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT THEIR
NUMBER ONE TASK. BOY SCOUTS, BOYS'CLUBS, FUTURE FARMERS AND

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS GIRL GUIDES, CUBS, BLUEBIRDS, ETC.
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I PROPOSE THAT THE RADIO, TELEVISION AND NEUSPAPERS (e
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START INCLUDING WITH EACH WEATHER REPORT A DAILY AIR POLLUTION
ChuRERRTS (S5 SSaes Srn st
COUNT FOR THEIR PARTICULAR COMMUNITY.
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&E&IELEN'EEBOARD-S?;!\THESE AIR POLLUTION REPORTS WOULD-PROVIDE AN
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ACCUMULATIVE COUNT OF 1HE\30TAL OF MICROGRA&S“GF SOLID MATTER
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IN THE AIR YOU BREATHE IN 1HE\i§ECEDIEG'24 HOURS. ALL OF THIS

WOULD BE REPORTED IN RELATION TO.THE 75 MICROGRAMS WHICH IS THE
-
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ESTABLISHED LEGAL MAXTMUM-ANNUAL AVERAGE. DO THIS ONE LITTLE

THING AND YOU'D SQON sEE AN OTHERWISE APAfBE?IC CITIZENRY

.
BECOME ACTIVELY CONCERNED WHEN THEY FIND -—- Ag\fﬁgY DO IN THE
By
TWIN G#TIES RIGHT NOW -- THAT THESE DAILY COUNTS OFTEN.RUN

MORE THAN 207 ABOVE THIS LEGAL LIMIT OF 75.

4 THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION IN THIS STATE --

TOGETHER WITH THE WATER QUALITY LAB IN DULUTH -- SHOULD
W
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PROVIDE A WEEKLY PUBLISHED REPORT OF WATER POLLUTION
IN THE LAKES, STREAMS AND RIVERS OF THIS STATE.
-
NOW I REALIZE THAT<THIS IS QUITE A FORMIDA L{
TASK AT FIRST THOUGHT. HOWEVER, I AM CONFIDENT THAT SUCH
AN ANALYSIS REPORTI&G SYSTEM COULD BE ESTABLISHED BY USING e
EXISTING FACIéIES WITHIN OUR COMMUNITIES AND COUNTIES. |
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NOW A WA "KPOLLUTION REPOI:T/$UCH A8 THIS, WILL Eﬁ OF NO
AMP

VALUE/IF THOSE MAKING THE.SOfPLE ANALYSIS DRAG THEIR FEET,
HJYE THE FACTS, OR ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE INTIMIDATED BY
SPECIAL INTERES}”GROUPS =-- BE THEY POLITICAL OR INDUSTRIAL.
JUST IMAGINEHOW QUICKLY A REPORT SUCH AS THIS WOULD POINT
OUT AREAS NEEDING IMMEDIATE CONGENTRATION ON SUCH CORRECTIVE
MEAS é AS NEW SEWAGE TREATMENT CENTERS. THIS WOULD ALLOW
y% DISCOVER THE Paoy;i/a;m TAKE REMEDIAL STEPS BEFORE IT

BECOMES TOO LATE.
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