NIXON AND LABOR

Synopsis of remarks, AFL-CIO Convention, Atlantic City, New Jersey,
October 6, 1969.

SUBJECT: Nixon and Labor

FACTS:

1) Gasoline - since January, 1969, the price of gasoline
has increased at the annual rate of 9.4%. If trend
continues, gasoline prices will rise more in 1969 than
they did in the 8 years between 1960 - 1968.

2) Republican Rocord of Economic Mismanagement in 1950's:
- 3 recessions in 7 years
- Nearly 3 fold increase in unemployment
- Economic growth rate little more than % of our long
term historical average

3) Democratic 8 year (1960-1968) Record:
— Business profits doubled
- Real spendable family income up 32%
- Unemployment cut by more than half
— Better price performance than any other industrial
nation
- Democratic House of Representatives granted indivuduals
a tax relief of $7.3 billion a year. Democrats raised
business taxes by $4.9 billion a year.

4) Republicans, at same time, proposed middle income tax
payers be deprived of $3 billion a year tax relief voted
by House. Also proposed reducing corporate tax increase
by $1.5 billion.

5) Nixon education budget for fiscal year 1970 was $370 million
lower than request submitted by Johnson-Humphrey
administration.

ON REPUBLICAN "FRIENDS": "They have remembered all too well
their friends in the banks and lending institutions. They
have remembered their friends in the corporate board rooms.
They have remembered their Republican friends in the South,
especially that leader of Southern Republicanism, Strom
Thurmond. And they have remembered again and again those
persons in all parts of the country who have opposed the
Democratic party and the AFL-CIO in every social and economic
reform of the past generation.”




ON CLEMENT HAYNESWORTH: "I hope that President Nixon will
still withdraw the nomination. But if he doesn't, I say

the appointment of Judge Clement Haynesworth must be blocked
by the U.S. Senate."

ON NIXON AND THE "FORGOTTEN" AMERICAN HOME BUYER: "Anyone
who has recently tried to buy a house knows what it means to
be forgotten by the Nixon-Agnew administration. Assuming you
are lucky enough to find someone willing to. lend the money -
and rich enough to have the required down payment - the 15%
increase sine January (1969) in the cost of maintaining a
home mortgage means that the 3 bedroom home you could afford
last year has now become a two bedroom home."

ON NIXON AND THE "FORGOTTEN'" HOUSEWIFE: "Any housewife
shopping at the supermarket knows what it means to be a
forgotten American. The consumer price index for meat, fish
and poultry has gone up almost as much in the past 7 months
(of 1969) as it did in the previous 10 years."

ON NIXON AND INDUSTRY PRICE RISES: "When steel prices were
raised, the White House was silent -- when automobile prices
were raised, and the White House was silent -- when other
industries raised their prices, and the White House was
silent, the message for everyone else was clear: the federal
government intends to stand on the sidelines in the midst of
the worst inflationary spiral since the Republican 1950's."

ON NIXON AND UNEMPLOYMENT: "Compare that (the Democratic)
record with the economic policies of an admihistration led
by a man who said in 1960, 'Unless unemployment goes over
4.5 million, it cannot become a significant issue in the
minds of a great many people. There must, after all, be
some unemployment.'"

ON REPUBLICANS IN 1950'S: "Let us remember that the failure
of the Republican administration of the 1950's to face up to
the needs of America intensified the problems of the 1960's.
Now it appears that the Nixon administration is determined
to repeat the same tragic mistake."

ON HOW NIXON ADMINISTRATION APPEARS TO HUMPHREY: "I see

an administration which has a different policy every other
week on the issue of school desegregation. 1 see an adminis-
tration which turns anti-trust policy-making over to the
Commerce Department, the Federal agency supposed to advocate
the interests of businessmen. 1 see an administration

which vacillated for months on the crucial Issue of opening
arms control negotiations with the Soviet Union .... I see

an administration which has failed to exercise any discernable
leadership or initiative in such critical areas as environ-
mental pollution, consumer protection, better medical care
for Americans, or the worsening crisis in our urban areas.

I see an administration which has announced its priorities:
the ABM, the SST, and Mars."




PROPOSALS :
1) Generally, a reordering of national priorities.

2) Guaranteeing, for example, every American a decent home
by 1976.
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4!\1 the same time, the Republicans pro;:OSGd reducing the
corporate tax mcreuse by $1L 5 billion, /fhey remembﬁred the !
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7 \ / corporations, and they forgot the middle-income tax payers. 1
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/ The roster of "forgotien Americans' in this administration
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g also includes every school Chlld m i_hls country.
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{:: Mr. Nixon submitied an education budget for fiscal year 1970
which was $370 million lower than the requbs*t submitted by the
Johnson-Humphrey adminisiration.

/ But the Democratic Congress refused to accép‘t these

drastic Republican cms / The House of Representaiives voied to
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adad more inan $1 btlllon to Lne c(.lllinchrmiOﬂ S educauon buocw

R e B ARl et

ST LT NN o SRl

(”/i. And what was President Nixon's response? First,

he attacked the Congress for vonng Ihese bed!y needed __du\,auon

ety |

funds. And then he threatened not i o spend the money, even
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lf itwas approved
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/,; | ask only this question: How do you square these actions
with the promises of Candidate Richard Nixon who, on

October 20, 1963, pledged his ”“omimswation to be second (

g e e s it

to none in its concern for education. " r’)
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Z This kind of flip-flop on education is symptomatic of an

admlnlstra’uon and a Presidency that lacks any basic notion

of where this country shouid be heading in the 1970's,
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....... WI-IE\T YOU CUT BACK ON “‘DUCA TION 0"\‘ LI »RARIES,
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ON HEALTH RESKEARCH, O'\I HOUSIT\T(; O‘\T PROGRAMS FOR OUR
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CITIES, O\T RESOURCFS TO CI E{\N UP POLLU'I‘IO\T ON FUNDS

TO WAGE THE WAR ON POVER'IY "YOU ... f BACK ON AMERICA j
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FOR AGAIN AND AGAIN IN THE YEARS TO CO ME

o Ceaan

IN A TIGHT CRFDIT SCARCE NO‘\I};Y ECO'\'{ONY THE
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RICH GET RICHER AND THE REST OF Uq PAY THE BILL AND
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SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES_.-'f7 AND NEVER FORGET THAT
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WAGES ALWAYS TRAIL PRICES, AND NEVER FORGET THAT A
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HIGH INTEREST THIRTY TO I"ORTY YLAR MORTGAG}" IS A
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HIGH TAX ON A LIFE TIMEJ
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S RADMINISTRATIONTS MONEY MANAGERS AKE TELLING THE
NATION, THAT. WHEN. YOU-RAISE-WAGES IT*RESULTSININFLATION }
BEIT WHEN YOU-RAISE INTEREST RATES WHICH-SWELIL“THE
PROEITS.OF. THE-BANKSTAND-T HE ' MONEY+LENDERS;~ITS-GQOD,
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£ 1 know b T v that the problems

of governing America are indeed difficult. And | know that

solutions are HOL cas:ly found.

C P T

/_j; But | also know that the American people have the

right to e>\pec£ leadership, vision, and courage from their

..... MJ l arimnereon ) L ey

R R R S e

top elected ohlcmls/o For only these quelities will see us sa:ely

through these years of Lrlda and crisis.
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| say that precisely these gualities have been

conspicuously absent in the record of the Nixon-Agnew

DR R e e

administration.
54 Let us remember that the failure of the Republican y
> i Lgemree )
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administration of the 1%0'> to face up to the nﬂeds of

et o ey R AT
e iy R A S P =2

o LAl Wl J

f"'}.r?sm_/\ A fw’L ¢ i
America Qi oS et '“,'.:_.:':;J: of the 1960's.

Z’i Now it appears that the Nixon administration is determined

to repeat the same tramc mistake. | }“/ /«; ‘)
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éev an.e mlnisu’atlon which hasy at last count
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| see an administration which has a different policy ™
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every other week, if not more often, on {heésuﬂ of school

TR

desegregation.
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/ | see an administration which turns anh—irust
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policy-making over 1o the Conimﬂrce Dgparm ient, the Federal
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agency supposed to advocate the interests of bussnessmen
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f | see an administration which vacillated for months
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on the crucial issue of open ng arms control neaohatzons thh
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the Soviet Union.
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/ | see an administration where civil servants rise up
ey :

in open revolt -- where 65 lawyers in the Justlce Department
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speak out against further delays in enforcing the Constitution

in MISSISSIDDI jAnd | see an adminisiration which then
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demanded the resignation of the lawyer who spoke out against
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these policies.
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/7 | see an administration which has failed to exercise

as environme mal po*luizon consumer p:m ction, beu
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medical care for Americans, or the worsen mg crisis in our
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urban areas.
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% | see an aaminisiration which has announced its
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ZLook to the stars, Yes. But | also say that we need
o b e L T

to explore the frontiers of know[ed , health, human opportumty
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and equal justice rlth here on earth.
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& Rather than guarantee a landing on Mars by the 1980's,

| say we should guaraniee every American a decent home by 1976,

e o e S T e T
————— e = |
t-..‘ st 128 e e i e pERTE RS P T AR S PN P T B

/ | say we should get our priorities straightened out

in this country.
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r,i L, Our goal must be an America :n,e of hunger
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an America that cares___for its sick, its cisabled, its elderly --
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an America not only prosperous and growing but happy and
| AL AT i
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compassiona"e --an America wiih cities that are liveable

(e
and beaumul -~ an America of clean water and fresh air -~
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an America al peace with itself and with the worlg
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/ Leadership, vision and courage: these are the qualities
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demanded by the 1970'%@“‘1 these qualities lead an

administration to ask not, ”What (io my friﬂnds want?"
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but rather, "What does the coun‘lry nee 1?“
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/ And therein lies the difference between the Republican
0

Nixon-Agnew administration and the Democratic admmls'tra’non
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that will capture the Presmency m 1972
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