INFORMATION ~ THR STRENGIH OF DEMOCRACY

{Addresa given by Hubert H. Humphrey, State Chiaf of War Bervices
Jeetion, innesota Work Projects Administration, at the Annual Con-.
ference of the Minnesota Library Assceiation, October 1, 1942)

This is indeed a unigue occasion for we, An ordinary lsy-
man has been glven the opportunity to talk about libraries and
librariens in wartime. If it wers not for my slmost childish imnocence
of the wonders and pitfalls of library science, I should hesitate to
apeak, but as the old saying goes, "Fools enter where angels fear to
tresd.”

I've always had & certain inexplaineble respeect for books
and pecple who love good books, I've regarded librarians as the cus-
todisns and @igpensers of our cultursl heritage, That responsibility
iz of immessurable importance even in times of pesce; in days of war and
socdal upheaval, the task 1ls even more important. It behooves every per-
son emgaged in the 1library profession to reflsct upon the duties that are
theirs, and to resolve that in tetel war the eultural heritage of cen-
turies of men's achievemeni shall become the storshousze of freedom,

It has been .ritten thet "Knowledge is pover."” Jesus of
Nazereth said, "Ssek ye the truth, and the truth shall meke you free,®
With such pointed dirsetives it becomeg impossible to ignore the nec-
asaity of honast information -~ war information. A free and democratic
people are espentlally inculsitive. They ask "lhy", they seek answers,
and in their guest for information, bescome strong. In & wer global in
its scope, total in its intensity, the urgency of authentic information
becomes imp2lling. After z gensration of hopling for pesce, and wishful
thinking as to our osn isolstion, a war engulfs us, After the shock of
ailitary and economic mopilization, of defests, of death and destructian,
people gearch for the reascn vhy 1t xll happened. The library hag the
responsibllity of fortifying the neationsl wmorale by supplyving the informa-
tional materials. Let there be ne mlustake sbout it, libraries are
aduestional institutions, not mere reersational parlors. Librariens are
eduestors, not file clerks and bock dusters.

That the world is again sngaged in a war 1z immedinte testi-
mony of the weaknase and inadequacy of men of good will., That America
closed her eyes o the resl mening and denger of a militant and brutal
Faselsm, demenstrates the fsilure of librariansg and other leaders aof
the publie will te adequstely inform the ordinary citiszen. We have
been men of sand, when the times demanded men of steel. Ve have slept
whlle our enemies worked overtime., The hour i1s late. If the victory
is to be won, your civilization 1s to be saved, the men of democratic
faith must move into action.
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This war has been described as & "total war.," Total in the
sense thet the military, econcmic, and ideological phases are sll
part of a total war effort. The enomy hus not only mastered the art
of integrating all tlree, bul slso hus placed euqnl importance on each,.
Undoubtedly you do not lay claim to being military strategists or first-
rate economizts., These nspects of 4 netion at war belong to the generals
and the economiste, But ldeas, ideology, snd information are your
weapons - your battleline. The insidious propaganda of Goebells and
his Nazi prevaricators hss won many o battle Tor Hitler. The truth of
demoeracy, the dynamic of freedeom will crush the slavish barbarism
of Faseism. This war will not be wen by men and machines alone, The
power of an idea, the courage that comes through reascned understsnding,
these are the intengible, the secret weapons of a free people,

Total war means that this ieg your war. It 1l the struggle
of all the people. [veryone is important., Hveryone must be a soldier,
Noer can there bs any "business as usual," If industry snd government
mst convert to meot the needs of a war economy, then surely libraries
snd librarians cen lay no claim tc exemption. It would be well for us
to remember that if Hitler and his puppets win this war, libraries and
librerians will not be excluded from the viciousness of the conqueror.
It is in Razi Germany that bocks are beiny and have been burnsed, that
educators, clergymen, and librarisns are and have veen shot or place
inte concentration campa. Hitler knows that bocks expressing the un-
fettered will of free men sre lsaves of freedom. The Nazl sutwm has
had its desdening effect - these leaves of freedom have been blown away
from the tree of liberty. The attack on the mind and spirit of men has
bean and is today Fageism's most rescherous weapon. Democracy is not
safe in a world consumed by fear, hate, intolerance, and dictatorship.
But rather then alleow your action to be determined by feer of what may
happen if this war is not won by the United NHatiens, it would be more
meaningiul to recognize your own importance and strength and resclve to
unlsash the power that is in your bhands.

I think 1% cen be stated that most Americans know what and
whom they are fighting agalnst. It cannct be se defimitely stated
that they kmow whut they are fighting lor. Possibly even in that
fesling of knowinyg what we are fighting ageinst, there is not a clear
understanding as to the complete antagonism between Frscism and
demoeracy. Surely these two ways of life are the absolute opposite,
In Fageisn with its crmed of a masber ruce, 1lts methodology of ex-
pedience snd ruthlessness, its blind belief im the creed of "might is
right" and foree is the final test of greatness, along with 1ts slave-
like pubservience to the will of the dicteator, ws c¢an find no similarity
to democrntlic principles.

Americans nead to be informed =3 to the full mesaning of a
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Fagelust vietory and Haszi conquest, ¥We need to know that under the
totalitarian regime, men cease Lo be sacred ends or entities. The
state becomes mll-powerful and those inmalisnable rights around which
#e have built our social system are declared to be sheer fantasy and
mysticism, Under the Fascist state, liberty becomes the right of

the dictator to regiment the peaple; propsriy bdecomes the sustaining
regervelr of a military mechine; llfe itself is as precaricus as the
will of the party. The gestapo, the Nazi elite, the dictator and the
propaganda machine have but ons aim, the moral and physical regimenta-
tion of men in order to sccomplish the designe and will of the diectator.
Librariens snd educators have heen too soft and teoo apathetic in their
explanstion and denuncistion of this Z0th century streamlined tyrenny.
Apperent 1llogical and irraticnal scts and statements have formulated
themselves into the most dynamic znd overpowering military and totall-
tarian erises that the world has sver known. Our own inability to
reccinize the essentisl destructiveness of Feselsam and its lesders hsg
in the past made us easy victims and will in the future, il we are not
mich more slert to the full meaning of Fascist mentality, provide the
means of our own destruction,

Libreriang have within their ecntrol the literature and the
information that can expose the hideousnass of our enemy. It can be
elearly atated that you have not wtilized the wespons at your commsnd,
EKow is the time for aetionj now is the time to redouble our efforts and
let America know what we are fighting against. As stated previously,
it is not sufficient to know only who our enemy is and what he stands
for. This sort of negative will to action cannot bring victeory. It
may arouse us sufficiently to win the military victory. Yet let us
remember, victory iz more than the uilitary defsst oi the enemy.
Viectory is the bullding of a new and better world, The hope of total
vietory lies in the willingness of the people of democretic faith to
unleash the power that is theirs, to dream new visions, to chart new
plans of soolal organization, to dare to fry new idess mnd make the so-
called impossible a living, practical reality. This is what we arve
fighting for,

ki NHot only has our netion vesn on the defensive in & military

asense but more important, ocur leadera of public opinion and our
democratic statesmen heve veen of a defensive mentality in the realm
of politiesl organization and idealism.[ Sueh slogans as "Let us defend
the American way of life; let us pressrve democrscy," display aebbidtemsy /...
attitude of complaceney and desire for the maintenance of the status
gquo. It is not encugh tc merely defend democracy or, as we say, "The
American way of life." To defend it may be to loase it, to extend it
is to stremgthen it,., Demcerscy is not property; it is an idea.
HMlitary victory on cur part may not mean the preservation of this
idea, It is =sm entirely possible thut the viciousness of Fasciss may
infeot our iives until we have lost the faith of a free pecple. That
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is vwhy in total war the military and economic aspects are not more in- )

portant than the wer of the spirit or the ides. Ve must recapture the
audacious snthusissm of demccracy, a belief in the common men, a falth

in ourselves and our God - these sre the fundamentals of & free pecple,
e must become so convineed of the essential soundness and truthfulness
of the demceratic idea that no smount of defeatl, sacrifice, cr suffer~ |
ing can weskon ocur conviction and loyalty to the principles on which we |
live or die. X ‘

fie muat be sueh devoul adherents io the demeeratic philosophy
that in the proveas of cjushing the dragon of Faselsm, we do not be-
gmirch ourselves in the dragon's blood. This necessitates an under- ;
standing of the ocauses of the present war and the reaponsibilities for ‘Tﬁbl
future world order that belongs to America, Here ia a job that only W
Librarians and educators can adequetely perform. Plamning for a future
and better world will be of little use if we do not prefit from owr pest
experiences. The books, the literature, and the pamphlets of the past
twonty years arae inveluable documents in the experiment of a world
struggling for security. The mistakes that have been made ghall pro-
vide the experience for the charting of a better postwar world,

" &
The hope of demccratic governmwent llss in the wisdom and
virtue of the people. Surely il this century is to be the century eof .
the common man, then the plain people, Lhe little people, must be in- \
tellectunlly and morally equippsed to make the right decisions. If /\1\;]!’

| Ameriea is to ssasume her proper place in a world needing retuilding

and redirection, this America must have the impelling force of public

will to carry through. There can be no return to normalcy, nc renunclation
of our responsibility. We camnot repudiste a suffering humsnity twice r
in one generation and still profess to be democratic and Christian ;
people. Zither we recognize and practice the basic printiples of our |
moral and politieal faith - the dignity of the individual, freedom of /

. conseience, snd the brotherhood of mankind, or we ferfeit. the privilege

of freedom and the elaim to decency. Our task is almost overposering;
the world expects so much, and as yet we are ready to do so little. This /
time we must have it written, "Tco little and too late," 7

Zlther we cast aslde ocur political isclationism, or we must
prepere for a more devagiing confllet, Either we cast aside our in-
difference to the fate of other people, or these “other peopls" will
threaten our omn seeurity. Librarians must provide the informational
material to guarantee this new attitude, You must assume the responsi-
bility of bringing to all Americans the news of the world in which we
wast live., Hvery community sust leern of Hussia, of China, of Afriea,
of 21l of the United NHations. If in wartime, under the pressure of
patriotlic zeal, we canmncit learn to understand our allies, how can ve
hope te sueceed in a postwar perlod? Teday is the eritical hour. How
we fight this war, the sttitudes formulsted now, the politieal and
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economic programs of today, will determine to n great extent the future.
Today is the time to make the idea of an international organizations ~
the United Netions - & living reslity. How ig the time to cement
relstionships between America, Russis, Chinz, end India. This hope,
this dream of #ll whe wish for resl peace, can only bHe pesasible if the
people understand. Amerlice's future is not in the hands of a president
or & general; the future of America is in the hands of main street - the
ordinary citizen. You, the librariamns, the teachers, are in touch with
the citizen. "hat he is, what he thinks, how he scts, is due in a great
measure to his educational guldance.

You sre in thes business o aducationj the job of creating a
poaltive political and moral rebirth is,in,part, in your hands. This
war nesds you. Librarimns sre technicisns; librarians are lealers in
their communities; librarians must have ihe will to act and place first
things first in a struggle that may ultimetely deteraine the course of
our elvilization. You profess to bellieve in democracy; it is time that
we observe ocur professions with action. Demceracy is & sonstent challenge;
it requires the best of averyome. It cannot be bought in the market
place; it cannov be merely leglslatedy its cost is measured in terms of
blood, sweat, and tears. It is'e challenge for the futwre; it ius mot a
status quo; it requires men of courage and men of boldness; it aust be
ever restless and deasirous of new victories. ¥#hile to many of us it
seema extremely fragile, it is In reality amazingly strong. It lives
only whers men are willing to think snd study, plan and achieve, sacri-
fice and give. Yes, it is the "rocky read" but its dursbility, its
eagential perfectability 1is unegquallad,

I have been ssked to make some positive suggestions for
iibrarians in wartime;

l. Tou must have the will to action. Hake your library a
vitel dynasmic institution in the life of the commmity.

Zs Do not let the normal srrangement of 1lbrary facilities
stend in the way of developing a war information cemter. A poster or
& sign merely stubing that the library is s war informetion center is'
not the conversion to wartime needs that the times demand. War plays
no Iaverites; you sre noet sxempt from getting inte line and doing your
part., The Americsn Library Asscciation, the Office of War Information,
and numerous other governmantal sgencies have requested that every
library transfora its facilities inte an active war informaticm ceanter.
Undoubtedly this will neeesgsitate changes and additional work. Here
agaln, I say, compare what you are duing with the sserifica being made
by the men of the srmed forcas of our country. Compare the little extra
offort demanded from you with the sacrifice of the Russians before
Stalingrud, of the Harines at the Solomon Islands. The world will have
little aympathy with those w¥ho ware wnwilliing to do their part,
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3« You are belng asked Lo organize your library into a war
information center. Thias means bringing together in ome place all
books and psmphlets in the library dealing with any phase of the war.
It L8, of course, recognized that in larger metropolitan.librariss this
may not be possible, but even thers, sdditional emphesis should be
placed upon related war materisls. Surely there is no excuse for any-
one of the smaller librardes not to ccordinate and ecclloct all war
books into a systematic arrsngement that will stiract the attention of
the publie. ;

4e Librarians have much to learn in the art of publicity and
display. You mre not rumning a monastary or merely a depositary and
vault for preclous documents. The material in your library represents
the life of & nation. If it is not used, if it is dusty, if 4t ia
hidden in times like thespe, then your library is mot in the war effort.
America is busy; America is changing; America is fighting. Your
iibrayy should be doing all of these things.

5 A war inflormation centsr necessitates the use and prepara-
tion of bullstin bhoards, Yes, more than mera bosrds tacked to a well
with a few book covers as displsyed items, You need a bulletin bosrd
that 1z stiractive, that is changed in terms of the train of events,
that is conspicucusly lecated sc a3 to Jdemand attention. This tee, I
know, will upsetl some of our most established habits of organization
but again let me remind you, this is war and you sre in it.

6. lMuch has been said shoul librarisns being leaders im their
commmities, Maybe we should have stated that librariuns should be
leaders. You should get into the Civilian Defense organization; you
should make your presence so important that libraries will receive their
proper recognition, Your efforts in civilian defense should ve directed
tovards inflorming the responsible perscnnel of the material and liters-
ture svallsble for them and the community at the war information center.
Hot enly is it neecassary Lo be in e¢ivilisn defense activities but
librarians should be ®"jolners®; that ia, get into the life of the com-
mnity. Bring information sbout yowr war information cemter te the
elubs, the schools, the churches, und other orgenizations of your city.

7. Just a8 an army neads new equipmsni, 30 doss & library
need new books, This world of ours is changing and changing at & pace
whieh demands the cleosest attentlion of every thoughtful person. Wherever
it is possible, every effcrt should be made to purchsse now books of
current interest, particularly those books desling with the econcmic
and politiosl problems invelved in a postwar era. After having obtained
the new litersture, for gcodness sake, do not hide it under a bushel,
Dramatize this msterdal, dlsplay it, advertise it, apd publicize the
new merchandise which the public needs and wants,
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8. Many of you may not huve a large library staff end if
that be the case, bring yowr problems tc the ettention of the Division
of Libraries of the Hinnescis {tate Dephrtment of Hducation. I you
are pressed for time and short of helpers, reguest assistance in the

organization of your war informetion center from the Mimnesotu ¥Work
Projocts Administration, %ar Services Section. The fiur Information
program of the Ninnesots WPA is equipped with trained teclmiclisns to
be of assistance to vou. Facilities have been established for the
orderly distribution of vest quantitles of war informetion material,
1l of wanich ean be yours merely for the asking. Display caerds,
posters, outdoor eigns, and all osris of relsted war information
publicity material is availeble by contacting sither the Division of
Wbraries cr the iinnesoets WPA War Lervices Section,

In conelusien, let us hereby resolve that when the history
of Werld ¥ar II has been written, historians will recerd that the
libraries were prepared to do their part, that librarisng were soldiers
on the home front, soldiers in the war of ldeas, soldiers in the
struggle for freedenm,
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INFORMATIOR - THE STRENGTH OF DEMOCRACY

(Address given by Hubert H. Humphrey, State Chief of War Services
Section, Minnesota Work Projects Administration, at the Annual Con-
ference of the linnesota Library Associstion, Octcber 1, 1942)

This is indeed n unique occasion for me., An ordinary lay-
man has been given the opportunity to taik about libraries and
librarisng in wartime. If it were not for my almocrt ehildish innocence
of the wonders sznd pitfalls of library science, I should hesitate to
speak, but as the old saying goes, "Foels enter where angels fear to
tread.”

I've always had a certein inexplainable respect for books
and people who love good books. I've regsrded librariens as the cus-
todians and dispensers of our cultural heritage. That responsibility
is of immessurable importance even in times of peacej in days of war and
social upheavel, the tasgk is even more important. It behooves every per-
son engaged in the library profession to reflect upon the duties that are
thelrs, and to resclve that in total war the cultwmral heritage of cen-
turies of men's achievement shall become the storehouse of freedom.

It has been writtem that "Knowledge is power." Jesus of
Nazereth sald, "Seek ye the truth, and the truth shall make you free,"
With such pointed directives it becomes impossible to ignore the nec-
essity of honcost iniormation - war information. A free and demoecratic
people are essentially inquisitive. They ask "ihy," theyseek answers,
and in their quest for informstion, become strong. In a war globel in
its scope, total in its intensity, the urgency of authentic information
beccmes compelling. After a generation of hoping for pesce, and wishful
thinking as to our omn isolation, & war engulis us. After the shock of
military and economic mobilization, of defeats, of death and destruction,
pacple ssarch for the reason why it all happensd. The library has the
responsibility of fortifiying the national morale by supplying the informa-
tional materials. Let there be no misteke sbout it, libraries are
educational institutions, not mere recrsational parlers. Librariens sare
educators, not file clerks and book dusters.

That the worid is sgain engeged in a wer is iamediate testi-
noney of the weskness and inadequacy of men of good will., That America
closed her eyes to the resl meaning and danger of a mllitant and brutal
Faseism, demonstrates the feilure of librarians snd other leaders of
the public will to adequetely inform the ordinary citizen. Ve have
heen men of sand, when the times demanded men of steel., ¥We huve slept
while our enemies worked overtime., The hour is late, If the victory
is to be won, your eivilizstion 1s to he saved, the men of democratic
faith must move into action.
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This war has been described as a "total war." Total in the
sense that the military, economic, znd ideological phases are all
part of a total war effort. The enemy has not only mastered the art
of integrating all three, but alsc hss placed equal importance on each.
Undoubtedly you do not lay claim to being military strategists or first-
rate economists. These aspects of a nation at war belong to the generals
and the economists. DHut ideas, ideolegy, end informetion are your
weapons - your battleline. The insidious propagenda of Goebells and
his Nazi prevaricators has won maeny a hattle for Hitler. The truth of
democracy, the dynamic of freedom will crush the slavish barbarism
of Faselsm. This war will not be wen by men and machines alone. The
power of an 1dea, the courage that comes through reasoned understanding,
these are the intangible, the secrat werpona of a free people.

Total war means that this is your war., It is the struggle
of all the people, Iveryone is importunt., Everyone must he a soldier.
Nor can there be any "business as uwsual." If industry and government
must convert to meet the needs of a war economy, then surely libraries
and librarisns can lay no claim to exemption., It would be well for us
to rememoer that if Hitler and his puppets win this war, libraries and
librarisns will not be excluded from the viciousness of the conqueror.
It is in Nazi Germany that books are being and have been burned, that
educators, clergymen, and librarians are and have been shot or placed
into concentration camps. Hitler knows that beooks expressing the un-
fettered will of free men sre lesves of freedom. The Nazi autumm has
has its deadening eff'set - these leaves & freedom have been blown away
from the tree of liberty., The attuck on the mind and spirit of men has
been and is today Faseism's most treacherous weapon., Demoeracy is not
safe in a world consumad by fear, hate, intolerance, and dictatorship.
But rather than allow your action to be detsrmined by fear of what may
happen if this war is not won by the United Nations, it would be more
meaningful to recognize your own importance and strength and resolve to
unleash the power that is in your hands.

I think it omn be stated that most Americans kmow what and
whom they are fighting against. It cannct be so definitely stated
that they mow what they are fighting for. Possibly aven in that
feeling of kncwing what we are fighting against, there is not a clear
understanding as to the complete antagonism hetween Fascism and
democracy. OSurely these two ways of life are the absolute opposite.
In Fascism with its creed of a master race, its methodology of ex~
pedience and ruthlessness, 1ts blind belief in the ereed of "might is
right" and foree is the final test of greatness, along with its slave-
like subservience to the will of the dictator, we can find no similarity
to democratic principles.

Americans need to be informed ss teo the full meaning of a
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Fascigt victory and Nazi conguest, We need to know that under the
totalitarian regime, men ceszse to be sacred ends or entities. The
state becomes all-powerful and those inalienable rights around which
we have bullt ocur social system are declared to be sheer fantasy and
mysticism. Under the Fascist state, liberty becomes the right of

the dietator to regiment the people; property becomes the sustaining
reservolr of a military machine; life itself is as precarious as the
will of the party. The gestapo, the Nazi elite, the dictator and the
propagands machine have but one aim, the moral and physical regimenta-
tion of men in order to accomplish the designs and will of the dictator.
Librarians and educators have been too soft and too apathetic in their
explanation and denunciation of this 20th century streamlined tyranny.
Apparent 1llogical and irrationel acts and stetemsnts have formulated
themselves into the most dynamic and overpowering military and totali-
tarian crises that the world has ever mown. Our own imability to
recognize the essential destructiveness of Fascism and its leaders hes
in the past made us easy victims and will in the future, if we are not
much more alsrt to the full meaning of Fascist mentality, provide the
meang of our own destruction.

Librarisns have within their control the literature and the
information that can expose the hideocusness of our enemy. It can be
clearly steted that you have not utilized the weapons at your command.
Now is the time for actionj now is the time to redouble our efforts and
let America know what we are fighting against. As stated previously,
it is not sufficient to lmow only who are enemy is and what he stands
for. This sort of negative will to action ecanmot bring vietory. It
may arouse us sufficiently to win the military vietery. Yet let us
remember, victory is more than the military defeat of the enemy.
Victory is the buillding of a new and better world. The hope of total
vietory lises in the willingness of the people of democratic faith to
unleash the power that is theirs, to dream new visions, to chart new
plans of social organization, to dare to try new ideas and meke the so-
called impossible a living, practical reality. This 1s what we are
fighting for,.

Not only has our nation been on the defemnsive in a military
sense but more important, our leaderg of public opinion and our
democratic statesmen have been of a defensive mentality im the realm
of political organization and idealism. Such slogans as "Let us defend
the American way of life; let us preserve democracy," displey a military
attitude of complacency =nd desire for the maintenance of the status
quo. It is not enough to merely defend democracy or, as we say, "The
American way of life.," To defend it may be to lose it, to emtend it
is to strengthen it. Democracy is not propsrty; it is an idea.
Military vietory on cur psrt may not mean the preservation of this
idea. It is entirely possible that the viciousness of Faseism may
inflect our lives until we have lost the faith of a free people. That
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is why in total war the militery and economic aspects are not more im-
portent than the war of the spirit or the idea. We must recapture the
sudacious emthusiasm of democracy, & belief in the common man, & faith
in ourselves and our God - these are the fundamentsls of a free people.
e must become so cenvinced of the essential soundness and truthfulness
of the democratic ides that no amount of defeat, sacrifice, or suffer-
ing cen weaken our conviction and loyalty to the prineiples on which we
live or die.

Wie must be such devout adherents to the democratic philosophy
that in the process of crushing the dragon of Fasecism, we do not be-
smireh ourselves in the dragon's blood. This necessitates an under-
standing of the causes of the present war and the responsibilities for
future world order that belongs to America., Here is a job that only
librarians and educators can adequately perform. Planning for a future
and better world will be of little use if we do not profit from our past
experiences. The books, the literature, and the pamphlets of the past
twenty years are invalusble documents in the experiment of a world
struggling for security. The mistakes that have been made shall pro-
vide the experience for the charting of a better postwar world.

The hope of democratic government lies in the wisdom and
virtue of the people. Surely if this century is to be the century of
the common men, then the plain people, the little people, must be in-
tellectuslly =and morslly equipped to make the right decisions. If
imerica is to assume her proper plsce in a world needing rebuilding
and redirection, this America must have the impelling force of publiec
will to carry through. There ecan be ne return to normeley, no renunciation
of our responsibility. Ve cannot repudiate a suffering humanity twice
in one generation and still profess to be democratic and Christian
people. Either we recognize and practice the basic principles of our
moral and political faith - the dignity of the individual, freedom of
censelence, and the brotherhood of munkind, or we forfeit the privilege
of freedom and the claim to decency. OCur task is almest overpowering;
the world expects so much, and as yet we are ready to do so little, This
time we must have it written, "Too little and too late.”

Either we c¢ast sside our politicael isolationism, or we must
prepare for a more devasting conflict. ZEither we cast zslde our in-
difference to the fute of other people, or these "other people"™ will
threaten cur own security. Librariens must provide the informationsal
material to guarantee this new attitude. You must assume the responsi-
bility of bringing to all Americans the news of the world in which we
must live. Every community must learn of Russia, of China, of Africa,
of all of the United Nations. If in wartime, under the pressure of
patriotic zeal, we cannot learn tc understand our mllies, how can we
hope to succeed in a postwer period? Today is the critical hour. How
we fight this war, the attitudes formulsted now, the political and
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economic. programs of today, will determine to a great extemt the future,
Today is the time to meke the idea of an international organizations -
the United Nations - a living reality. Now is the time to cement
relationships between America, Pussia, China, and Indis. This hope,
thig dream of all who wish for real peace, can only be possible if the
pecple understand. America's fulture is not in the hands of a president
or a general; the future of America is in the hands of main street - the
ordinary citizen. You, the librarians, the teachers, are in touch with
the citizen, What he is, what he thinks, how he acts, is due in a great
measure to nis educational guidance.

You are in the business of education; the job of oreating a
positive political and moral rebirth is, in part, in your hends. This
war needs you. Librarians are techniciansj librarians are leaders in
thelr commumnities; librarians must have the will to act and place first
things first in a struggle that may ultimately determine the course of
our elvilization., TYou profless to belleve in democracy; it is time that
we observe our professions with action. Democracy is a constant challenge;
it requires the best of everyone. It cannot be bought in the market
place; it cannot be merely legislated; its cost ls measured in terms of
bleod, sweat, and tears. It is a challenge for the future; it is not a
status quo; it requires men of courage and men of boldness; it must be
ever restless and desirous of new victories. While to meny of us it
seems extremely fragile, it 1s in reality smazingly stronge. It lives
only where men =re willing to think and study, plsn snd achieve, sacri-
fice and give, Yes, it is the "rocky road" but its durability, its
essential perfectability 1s unequallad.

I have been asked to meke some positive suggestions for
librarisns in wartimeg

1. You must have the will to action. Make your library a
vital dynamic institution in the life of the commmity.

2. Do not let the normal arrangement of library facilities
stand in the way of developing a war informetion center. A poster or
a sign merely stating that the library is a war information center is
not the conversion to wariime needs that the times demand. War plays
no favorites; you are not exempt from getting into line and doing your
part. The Amerdcsn Library Association, the Office of War Informationm,
and numerous other governmental zgencies have requested that every
library transform its facilities into an active war information center,
Undoubtedly thlis will necessitate chenges and additional work. Here
again, I say, compare what you are doing with the sacrifices being made
by the men of the srmed forces of our country. Coempare the little extra
effort demanded from you with the saerifice of the Russians before
Stelingrad, of the Marines at the Sclomon Islands. The world will have
little sympathy with those who were unwilling to do their part.
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3. You are being asked to organize your library into a war
information center. This means bringing together in one place all &,
books and pamphlets in the library dealing with any phase of the war,
It is, of courss, recognized that in larger metropolitan libraries this
may not be possible, but even there, additional emphasis should be
placed upon related war meterizls. OSurely there is no excusse for any-
one of the smaller libraries not to ccordinste and colleet all war
books into a systemstic arrangement that will attract the attention of
the public.

4« Librarians have much to lesern in the art of publicity and
display. You are not rumning a monsastary or merely & depositary and
vault for precious documents. The msterial in your library represents
the life of a nation. If it is not used, if it is dusty, if it 1is
hidden in times like these, then your library is nct in the war effort.
American is busyj; America is changing; America is fighting. Your
library should be doing all of these things.

5« A war information center necessitates the use and prepara-
tion of bulletin boards. Yes, more than more boards tacked to & wall
with a f'ew book covers as displayed items. You need a bulletin boerd
that is attractive, that is chenged in terms of the train of events,
that is conspicuously located so zg to demand sttention. This too, I
know, will upset some of our most established habits of organization
but again let me remind you, this is war and you are in it.

6. Nuch has been said about librariemns being leaders in their
communities. Maybe we should have stated that librarians should be
leaders. You should get into the Uivilian Defense organization; you
ghould make your presence so important that libraries will receive their
proper recognition. Your efforts in civilian defense should be directed
towards informing the responsible perscnnel of the meterial and litera-
ture available for them and the community st the war informetion center.
Not only is it necessary to be in civilian defense activities Lut
librarisns should be "joiners"; that is, get into the life of the com-
cunity. Bring information about your war information center to the
clubs, the schools, the churches, and other organizations of your city.

7. Just as an army needs new equipment, so does a library
need new books. This world of ours is changing and changing at a pace
which demands the closest attention of every thoughtful person. Wherever
it 1s possible, every effort should be made to purchase mew books of
current interest, particularly those books deeling with the economic
and political problems involved in a postwar era., After having obtained
the new literature, for goodness sake, do not hide it under a bushel.
Dramatize this material, displey it, advertise it, and publicizs the
naw meychandise which the public needs and wants.
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8. Many of you may not have a large library staff and if
that be the case, bring your problems to the attention of the Division
of Libraries of the Minnesota State Department of Hducation. If you
are pregsed for time and short of helpers, request assistance in the
organization of your war information center Ifrom the Minnesota Work
Projects Administration, VWar Services Section. The Var Information
program of the Minnesota WPA is equipped with trained technicians to
be of asslistance to you. Facilities huve Leen estzblished for the
orderly distribution of vast quantities of war information materizl,
all of which can be yours merely for the asking. Display cards,
posters, outdoor signs, and all sorts of related war information
publicity meterisl is available by contacting sither the Division eof
Libraries or the Minnesota WPA War 3ervices Section.

In conclusion, let us hereby resolve that when the history
of World War II hss been wriitten, historians will record thal the
libraries wera preparsd to do their part, that librarians were soldiers
on the homa front, scldiers in the war of ideas, soldiers in the
struggle for freedom.
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RACE HATE—The Enemy Bullets Can't Stop

our armies and the armies of our allies

have struggled for is in our grasp or
within our reach. To accomplish this we
have given unstintingly in men, in ma-
terials, and in money. We have made many
sacrifices, and we are prepared to make
many more until final victory over all of
our enemies shall be ours.

What has been the justification for this
enormous expenditure of American lives
and American resources? Why have we
made these sacrifices? For conquest? For
power? For vengeance? No. Our war aims
lie deeper than any of these.

All that we are fighting for, all that we
seek in the council of nations, is deter-
mined by one fundamental purpose: to
safeguard this nation as our forefathers
created it, as later generations preserved
and extended it, and as we intend to hand
it on to our children. If we lose in this,
we lose in all else.

Victory in this war could be snatched
from us by a secret enemy here at home
even as our statesmen are signing the
agreements which would end military hos-
tilities. This enemy can't be stopped by
guns. It can be stopped, and overcome,
only by an awareness on the part of each
one of us of the real nature of our coun-
try's glory.

The true greatness of our country is to
be found in an idea—an unshakable be-
lief in the essential goodness of man, in
the basic God-given equality of all men,
in man’'s right to personal liberty and to
the respect of his neighbors. Our ances-
tors—those who came here three hundred
years ago and those who came thirty
vears ago—all saw in this belief the hope
of a new, better life. They came here to
escape the hatreds and animosities of the

THE end of the war is in sight. All that

It is a sobering fact that while we fight hate and .

prejudice abroad, these evils are increasing at

home. One hundred million volunteers are needed
to battle for American ideals

BY FRANK MURPHY

Associate Justice, U. S, Supreme Court

Old World, to live in a land where men
could be truly free.

The Founding Fathers of the United
States drew up a Declaration of Independ-
ence proclaiming that all men are created
equal and endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights. Among these
rights are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. Once independence had been
won, the framers of the Constitution se-
cured these rights in law by incorporating
them into a Bill of Rights guaranteeing
freedom of speech, freedom of religion,
freedom of the press, and equality before
the law.

This, the mainspring of American life,
is what our enemies would have us de-
stroy even while our armies are winning
victories overseas. They would have us
forget our belief in the equality of man
and adopt their own false standards of
race supremacy, They would see us di-
vided against ourselves, our national
strength consumed in racial and religious
hatreds. The America our troops sought
to preserve would then have been de-
stroyed by our own hands.

This attempt to bring about civil strife
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has met with more success than many of
us care to admit. Propaganda aimed at
setting one group against another has
found its mark in many instances, and we
have seen the sorry spectacle of religious
bigotry and racial hatred rise where none
had existed before. Or, where misunder-
standings already existed, we have seen
these misunderstandings somehow turned
into animosities bitter enough to invelve
an entire city. And largely because a few
hate-spreaders have accomplished their
assignments.

Taking advantage of the high emotional
state which prevails in any nation at war,
these hate-spreaders have toiled systemati-
cally toward a set of definite objectives.
Their ultimate aim is not merely to kill
innocent people, or to slow our industrial
production, or even to hamper our war
effort by a temporary reign of terror.
Their plan is to crush our trust in one
another and so make it impossible for our
republic, and our way of life, to survive.
And after the war they will exploit what-
ever confusion and uncertainty may arise
during the transition from a war to a
peace economy.



RACIAL friction and religious persecu-
tion are unfortunately not new Even
the history of this country has not been
entirely free from outbursts of bigotry.
The Quakers of New England were early
vietims of religious intolerance. In the
nineteenth century a political party, the
notorious Know-Nothings, turned against
newly-arrived immigrants and sought to
deny the privileges of American citizen-
ship to all but native-born Protestants.
Still later, within the memory of our
parents, Irish immigrants who came to
America in large numbers were greeted
with abuse and derision.

But none of these sordid movements
ever dominated the American scene. The
American people as a whole defeated the
designs of a few hate-mongers and con-
tinued along their determined path of
liberty and democracy,

Now, in our day, irrational hatred has
again reared its head, aided by the strain
of war and abetted by those trained in
the ways of the Nazis. One species of this
hatred is perhaps more threatening than
any other. It is anti-Semitism.

Anti-Semitism, as an organized means
of disrupting the unity of a democratic
people, is a Nazi invention. It is aimed
not only at the Jews but at democracy
and Christianity as well, If we can be
persuaded to use this crafty device to
destroy ourselves from within, then the
Nazis—and not the forces of the United
Nations—will have won the war. The
weapon which the defeated Nazis will have
placed in our own hands will be the
cause of our national suicide. At some
future date a new breed of Nazis, foreign
or domestic, will reap the spoils of real
conquest.

This is not fantasy. Hitler has boasted
publicly that the seeds of Nazism and
anti-Semitism which he has sown will
rise to plague us long after the German
High Command has been forced to sur-
render.

Now is the time to stamp out all the
traces of this Nazi-inspired bigotry, be-
fore it has a chance to get out of hand.
The existence of anti-Semitism challenges
every man and woman in the United
States. Not only is American democracy
threatened; Christianity is also threatened,
and so I believe we Christians have a
special mission to perform.

We must unite to combat anti-Semitism
as a threat to both American and Christian
principles. Fully conscious of the right
of freedom of speech, we should not seek
to throttle these who unwittingly are
spreading ill will. Instead, we should
point out the falseness of their arguments
and, above all, expose the made-in-Berlin
source of their wares. As for those who
are deliberately seeking to destroy all
that our Fathers fought for, and all that
our sons are now fighting for, we should
fight their propaganda with all the means
in our power.

If you are tempted to utter a single
anti-Semitic remark, no matter how harm-
less it sounds, or to commit a single anti-
Semitic act, ask yourself if this word or
deed violates your belief in the dignity of
the individual, the right of personal lib-
erty, or the equality of all mankind.-

What are the means by which the anti-
Semites hope to turn us against American
Jews and eventually against the funda-
mental ideals of American and Christian
life? The first method is to convince us
that the Jews are to be blamed for any-
thing and everything we happen not to
like. The second method is somehow to
create the impression that Jews are differ-
ent from the rest of us—queer, impossible
to understand, alien to American ways.

These charges are historically false as
well as morally evil. Yet they have some-

s

times been accepted by Christians who
are innocent of any malicious intent. These
Christians cannot know very much of his-
tory, or else they would realize that
everything now being charged to the
Jews was once charged to the early
Christians. The Church fathers were ac-
cused of belonging to an inferior people,
of being aliens and agitators and of
tainting the ‘“racial purity” of other peo-
ples. It is heartbreaking today to witness
Christians, who were once a religious
minority and subject to all the persecu-
tions now inflicted upon the Jews, spread
propaganda which—whether they realize
it or not—is not only anti-Jewish but
anti-Christian as well.

By anti-Semitism we mean something
quite different from criticism of individuals
who happen to be Jewish. There are good
and bad Jews, just as there are good and
bad Catholics, good and bad Irish, and
good and bad persons of every other
deseription. It is when we attribute our
ills to Jews as a whole that we become
guilty of passing on some of the poison
brewed by our enemies. Or when we ac-
cept the master-race myth that a type of
people called “Aryans” is in some mystic
way superior to all others.

This notion of racial superiority is with-
out any foundation in science, but is seized

THE author of Race
Hate—the Enemy Bullets
Can't Stop, Frank Mur-
phy. began life as a
freckled-faced, red-
headed Michigan farm
boy. Toeday he is an
Associate Justice of the
U. 5. Supreme Courl.
Justice Murphy was
graduated from the Uni-
Justice Frank Murphy versity of Michigan law

school in 1214 and
served as a captain in the first World War.
Back home, his legal career was high-lighted
by a three-year term as Mayor of Detreit. In
1933 he was appointed Governor General of
the Philippines and, shortly, High Commission-
er. In 1936 he was elecled Governor of Michi-
gan. Three years later he was appointed At
torney General of the United States, and in
1940 he took his present job.

upon by some persons as solace in their
troubles. They think their troubles are
eased by the satisfaction of looking down
on someone “heneath” them, What a low
sort of satisfaction this is!

Each time a person says or does some-
thing derogatory to his Jewish neighbors
he lowers himself and detracts from the
spiritual progress of the human race.
While he is injuring himself spiritually,
he is also starting something which will
iqad to his own physical downfall. For
bigotry is like a landslide: it gathers mo-
mentum as it spreads, finding one victim
after another until everyone has suffered.
It is true that the first victims of rampant
anti-Semitism would be Jews, but the
course of history has shown unmistakably
that one form of hatred breeds another.
Hate-maddened people would turn on a
second minority and then on a third. Each
one of us in America is a member of a
minority in some way or other. Thus we
would see our country torn into a multi-
tude of warring groups.

NTI-SEMITISM and the other forms of
group hatred have caused incalculable

harm in the world, but never the slightest
bit of good. Far from helping in the
solution of any national problems, they
destroy the very basis on which any prot.-
lem can be solved—the spirit ‘of mutual
understanding and good will. Men's minds
are diverted from the problem, and, in-
stead of tackling it, they seek a scapegoat
to blame for its existence. In short, hatred
cannot remove any of our difficulties—
economie, social, or political. It can only
add new and more dangerous ones.

And how can any Christian honestly
harbor any hatred of a group of his fellow
men and still profess to believe in Christi-
anity? Christ commanded us: “Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.” He taught
us that all men are neighbors, no matter
what their nationality or convictions. The
Brotherhood of Man cannot be accepted
piecemeal. Genuine Christianity does not
allow for love of one neighbor and hatred
of another any more than it allows for
obedience to one of the Commandments
and not to all of them.

It* was in keeping with this great
Christian tradition that Pope Pius XI
spoke of anti-Semitism: "It is a movement
in which we Christians ecan have no part
whatsoever. Anti-Semitism is unaccept-
able. Spiritually we are Semites.”

The true Christian cannot stain his con-
science with hatred of those of differing
religious beliefs or ancestry. Nor can he
remain indifferent to their sufferings un-
der the tyranny of others. He will protect
them from their enemies, give sanctuary
to them in their need, and lend a brotherly
hand in restoring to them peace of mind
and physical security. To remain silent
while the forces of evil are abroad is to
give those forces aid and comfort, and
this the true Christian cannot find in his
conscience to do.

Today, of all times, is not a time for
silence. The virus of anti-Semitism has
already been well planted. I do not ery
“Wolf!” when there is no wolf. The enemy
is real. The forces of evil are not preparing
to attack us; they are already battling us,
under cover, cunningly, and with growing
strength. The time to crush this enemy is
now. One hundred million volunteers are
needed to circulate sober, hate-quenching
facts in every American home, farm, fac-
tory, union, church, and school, in the
press and on the air. But, first, each vol-
unteer should search his own conscience.
Our first victory must be won within
ourselves.

F we are true to ourselves and our tra-

ditions, this nation cannot but fulfill
its rightful destiny. There is in us all a
real capacity for human kindness. The
brotherhood of man is a living, growing
reality. The future lies with those who
will tear asunder the shackles of bigotry
and reassert their faith in the dignity and
independence of man. Our Christian tenets
and our American heritage call us to this
task. In deepening our love and under-
standing of our neighbors, we become bet-
ter Catholics, or Protestants, or Jews—
whatever our creed may be. In building a
firmer spirit of unity among the peoples of
our land, we become better Americans.

Out of this war must be born something
better than the old hatreds in modern
guise. The sufferings and sacrifices of our
sons must not have been in vain. It is our
duty to bring forth a nation more firmly
devoted to its ideals, more invulnerable
to the counsels of hate, and more fully
conscious of its mission of justice and
righteousness. Working together, we can
achieve this lofty goal. Proud of the power
of our country, we can be prouder still of
our unflinching defense of the Rights of
Man. We shall have remained true to the
promise of America.

THE END
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this country is slated to roll in the direction of ef-

forts to legislate racial, religious and nationality
discriminations out of employment. We mean laws to
discourage employers who now won't hire, and unions
which won’t countenance hiring, Jews, Gentiles, Ne-
groes, Catholics, Baptists, Germans, Irish, etc., etc.

New York State has led off the parade with its much
debated Ives-Quinn Act, effective July Ist. This law
calls for a five-member commission, to carry on chiefly
educational and persuasive work against discrimination
in employment, but it also provides legal penalties for
cases where education and persuasion fail. Numerous
other states are considering adoption of variations of
the Ives-Quinn Act.

The trend seems a most interesting one to us. That
discrimination based on prejudice is practiced here and

IT LOOKS as if the next big wave of social reform in

there in the United States is no news to anybody.
Whether it can be gradually eliminated by carefully
framed legislation remains to be seen: or whether, as
the New York law’'s opponents predicted in the furious
debate that preceded its enactment, such laws will only
foster racketeering and blackmail and give a new lease
on life to such things as the Ku-Klux Klan and the
Black Legion.

Our feeling is that these laws can be made to deliver
excellent long-range results if they are administered by
people of courage and broad vision. The emphasis
should be placed consistently, we think, on education
and persuasion, with fines and jail sentences Kept far in
the background. Most people hate to be coerced, es-
pecially where their pet prejudices are concerned, but
many people are amenable to argument.

One encouraging factor is that, so far as we can ob-
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serve, the tide is already running pretty strongly against
racial and religious bias in the United States. More and
more of us appear to be realizing that this country is
uniquely vulnerable to stresses and strains produced
when people of all manner of descents and creeds live
in the same community: and to be realizing, too, that
we could wreck ourselves if we should let those stresses
and strains get the better of us. More and more or-
ganizations are on guard against these dangers; more
and more city authorities and civic groups are doing
constructive and farseeing work to prevent race riots
or break them up in a hurry.

It won't be laws that will finally solve our prejudice
problems; it will be a realization by all of us of the
fact that race and religious antagonism is bad medicine
in a country which calls itself a democracy. But care-
fully drawn and shrewdly administered laws will help.
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