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It ould be ·ell for us to remember that workers in Europe are 
fighting for the right to organize and to ~ 'eociate together f or their 
collective well being. If v:e here in America lead tltem to belie,ve by our 
criticism and reaction again t unions that e no longer believe in free 
labor, we nill have lost a moral eapon that no amount of pr oduction can 
overcome. The resi stance to the Nazi terror in Norway has come mainly · from · 
two sources - the Christian church and the trade union. I for one believe 
that American 1 bor i s as democratic as Norwegian, Swedish, Danish , British, 
or any other l abor of a foreign land. The record . of resistance to Fascism 
i s a continuous story of trade union activity in the form of guerrilla . 
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Possibly the most significant development of World War II is the 

importance of industrial producti,on. Men and •chines on the home 

front are but part of t he army of men and machines on the battle front. 

Every man, woman, and child becomes an integral part of the nation 

mobilized for war. This is what we mean by •total war" J an entire 

economy, a whole nation, 130 million people dedicated to the busine&s 

of rtctory. Everyone 'is important. There is no priority placed upon 

people. Unity and ingenuity are absolutely necessary~ I:!i ie w!:~h ~beee 

idtieat:tbh 1ll 

The American worker, during the past generation and particularly 

during the recent decade, has. organized himself into a gigantic labor 

movement. Much too often we think of American labor only in terms of 

membership, unions, dues, contracts, and t he other symbols that identify 

a union movement. However, when a nation's life is at stake and, in 

particular, the survival of free labor, it is time to make an analysis 

of the responsibilities and . duties that become the charge of such a 

powerful group. If this war i s to be won it will be prima~c=se 

of the ingenuity and energy and capacity of American labor~to out-produce 

and out.think the regimented minds and bodies of our Fascist opponents. 



. ,. There can be no doubt in the mind of any working man that democracy 

is the •last best hope" and that the f uture of the common man lies in 

a victory of the United Nations, 

The .American labor movement has made gre~.t st:;:oides in the last 

ten years but with this increase in economic and politi~al power it 

has become evident that not only the leadership but the rank and file 

membership must discipline itself to the 

democratic movement. A basic knowledge of economic and political 

i s sues affecting the cause of labor and the whole American community 

is a primary responsibility of every union leader and of every trade 

union member, Democracy depends upon an intelligent and enlightened 

citizen body, With a large proportion of the American electorate or-

ganized into powerful unions there is no denying the duty of an 

intelligent understanding of community problems. 

The era in which we live is possibly the most dynamic period in 

human civilization. The rapidity of change, both in technology and 

· reason why• and in analyzing the causes and results of economic and 

political policies. With this in m1nd, ~~~~~ ~'r time 

is more vital and more necessary than in any other period, The impact 
~ 

of war .couldAbring the eclipse of progr~ss~ng .. The danger to 

~is not~~?!= within.;¥.~, Wi4<4~ 
weaken C own ranks by ~ "'2 ~uring the war 

years which will put va~ ... programs years behind 

the problems to be solved, ~Ts&~;t~~~D~ta*~au,~x~tal•a~l~&a~·~J~s~e~l~d~'~Nw&Ka~aMI~c~~~~ 



~ . ' ~~~~fdt~~~ 
7 ~. It is to the eternal glory of- organized labor that wherever the 

tJ - dicta~r came to power, the first group to be SliiB.shed was that of labor. 
Union leaders were the first victims of the firing squad or the concentra-
tion camp. The right to organize, the right to strike, the right to have 
independent unions - all of these were quickly taken away from the laboring 
people. Bo other group has felt the visciousness of the dictator qUite so 
mUCh as the trade union movement. The dictator knew where the wells of 0 n _ _ 
democracy existed and he was quiok in his damoli tion ot those 'vf tt •• ~ 

...N'\oJ free thought. Let those in America who cry out against unions remember that 
trade unionism io as much n p~ rt of the Amerie&n w~ of life as public edu-
cation, freedom of religion, and private enterprise. If in tho process of 
waging ar for the rights of the common man, we here in ft~erica un ·ittingly 
crucify the a.sl!ociations and organizations of the Amerie&n laboring mun, 
then for what has the battle been fo\l!~ht? 

lll . ..t ~ . 
I~ Let lie say to .,.a who are devoted to the principles o.f oraani~ed 

labor that you JNSt get your story of accompllshllent, your prosram, before 
the Alllerioan people. AJierioana are reasonable men and W01l811J they want 
to do the right tbillg and they baye · an uncanny a bill ty to be able to make 
proper judptellt when t.he facts are preaen ted to thea. The day of knock-
down and drag-out fighting in labor organization is over. The tut.ure of the 
labor movement depeda upon pW>lio aooeptance. This public acceptan..a. can 
be gailled not by beooaing detensin 1D your approach but by explaiiWll to 
th• .AJRerlcan·Publlc what orpnized labo:r;o means to the individual ..-orkera and 
to the co-.mi ty as a ldlole. 

.IJ 

This war haa taught ws ·that America is not aeveral cOIIDI\tnitiea 
but that w aw 011• na.tiou, a union or .fJ"ee people. .Ailerican labor must 11 

broaden its Korizon. It !~Wit think 1n tenna ot not only ita om lllellberahip 
but of ].JO )!UllOD people equall.y cODVinoed .of the virtues oE democracy. 
Am.er1can Utbor JDUSt assuae that other members of the society are aa eager 
for a de9ent stuldard of living, for security, and for ~ce as is the UD!on 
aeDlber. / F1nal.]Jr, unless buJiness and labor can ·.ror:get 'bheir f'.ewte and get 
down to the busiluuu1 of coopen.t1ng, our eocmomy \Y1ll be ·seriously jeopardiaecl 
and our political s7stM •1 be drastically qakened. • have not only a war 
to win, we have a peace. to wiD. The victory of the peace will require eve 
mo:re cooperation between labor nd un.agement than the raillt.ary vic"tory. The 
production. struggle of tanks, airplarles, and guna during wartiJne .IIR1s t be 

_ponnrtecl into a production sched-gle of ~s, automobiles, or ref'rlgera tors, 

and other &oods 1n peaceU.,. Full employment INSt be avalluble to the 
A11erican people or an eoonOIIic crash and political upheaval is inevitable. 
There will be aeither frM labor nor private enterprise U the disaster 
of intlatioa and uneaplo111ent fall upon us 1n a postwar world. Never 
bet"ore han Aaerican business .nd AJaerican lu:bor bad so much in colll1lOU, 
The day i fast approaohing 1th811 .AJHrioau labor and American induntTT w st 
unite in a progra~a of postwar reconstnlction. Your government needs you 
and your people expect you. to lead the way, not .follo~. Let us moke this 
syml'Ol of wartime un1 ty a peaoeti.IJe r..U ty. The idea of ci 'V'ill.e.n defense 
which baa found American l bor an effective partne"l" and ha s brought .._, 
plo;rer and laborer together on a basis of JDUtual respon ibili ty &.Dd under-
5tanding llll.l.St beo0111e the program for the new d,emocn.ay" 



. , 

Total Y!fl. r means Total D~~o~~l No mere patriotic ~!!> can satisfy the 

demRn~ which the te r m To!al Democra~ makes upon every American . ltlnneapolis 

laboring men anlwomen must flee t this challenge: They must meet it not only 
~ 

by continuing to turn out the v ital 5 4 7 s of war# but by active l y part i cipating 

in the A~erican deMoc r ati c political provess . Thi s means, concretely, t hat they 

must get out and v ote . There has been a lot of loose talk making the r ounds 

to the effect that the people of Minneapolis are go i ng to take this election 

lightly: - that thei r minds are t oo pre-occupied with :tme more i mportant matte rs 

during a war year. Let me sa.y to Minneapolis Labor that an e:t'fective aid .in 

winning the war is participation i n the democratic process vf elect ion . 

High on the list of' rights ror which our boys a re fi ghting all offer t he world 

is that rig~t of the people to choose its representatives in governml3nt . Te 

dare not be indifferent to this election in vievr of democ r acy's peril and the 

sacrifices our boys a re ma.Ying to peeserve our r i ght to the ballot l 

In this connection I am conf ·dent t hat on May lOth Minneapolis Labor will give 

a dernonstrat ion of what Total · Democracy means by going :lot~:=. ea;;;;m~~~tz s to the JIE!zti~ 

polls . I am confident t hat thi s will be the case sinc e the rec ord of labor in 

defense or democracy the vror ld over is an enviable one . In Chinn , Poland , Norway -

and wherever I<,acist t yranny has i nvade<) the worldn people have fought t o be 

free . American vcorking peop le kn.O¥r of this record and are proud of it . They 

inten~ to ta~e advantage of every opportunity to add t heir force to the fight 

n~air.st Fascism. 

~ The record of 411 t•ed labor in the war .effort ha&l been one of 
Which any oreanization o~ well be proud. To date~ organized labor haa 
contributed w•• j...... oll.Ara in war bonds a.nd i s continuing to preaa 
ite aeabership for additional purchase• on a s,ystematic basis. Minneapolis 
officiala entru.s't "'d with the t&slc of civilian defense orp.nization have 
repeatedly voiced their ratitude and praise of organized labor' s contri-
bution to civilian defense activities. The highly succees£ul scrap aetal 
drive was 1n a great degree the result of planning and orpniu.ti.on by local 
unions ot the AFL and CIO in cooperation it' the Civili&n Defense organisa-
tion, Such accomplishaents cculd hardly have been realised without the 
discipline and direction or an organized group of workers respons ive to the 
call of their elected officials. The recent drive for Red Cross fund s again 
has revealed the vitality and organizational ability of la:bor forces in 
our community. Unions have i ntensively recruited f or blood donere a.JQODg 
their membership and have demonf;trated to all groups in the coiiiiiiWlity that 
l&bo11 ha.a its tull weight behind the war of~ort. 



a ct ively 
All of t hese atr activities indicate that Minneapolis Labor is behind the 

war effort . And I am certain that despite the gr eat inconveniences due 

to working %3xkExxxx r ound the c~ock in tur ning out tkB war munitions 

Minneapolis Labor wi ll on May lOth continue to demonstrate its f aith 

in democ r atic institutions by using the ballot . 
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' I Honorable Henry Wallace, Vice-President of the United States, has 

called this war the •people's war.i He believes this century to be 

the century of the common man. There can be·no doubt that the hope 

and life of free people is at stake in the a? r L s struggle in which 

we are now engaged. But, that this century will be the •century of 

the common man• and for the common man is not a foregone conclusion, 

It m be - if the common man, the~ man, is ments.lly prepared 

to cope with the ~problemB confront:tng him. Yes, this 

century will be the century of freedom, the century of opportunity for 

the common people, if the leaders and the people thamselTes are think-

ing, planning, and educat ing for the new day~ 
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