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Possibly the most significant development of World Jar 11 e the faportanse
of irfluatrial prodaotion., Mes and machines on the hose fromt are but part of m'o
ary of men snd msohinea on {19 battle froat, Nvery men, wonan, and e¢hild bLeconcs
an indezasl pert of the matlion mobilised for war, This ie what we mesn hy tchz
Wy} an emtire esonody, a whole natien, 180 million pesple Cediscuted 4o the
mainses of vistery. Everyoue ls importent. There is uo priority plesed upon
people. Unity wad Lygeaulty ave nbeolutely neosssasy,

The imericsn werker, daring the peat generntion and portieularly during
tie recent desede, hou omgsnized himself into a gigentlis lLabor movement, 'meh
to0o often we think of imericon labor only In ¢erss of mesbershiy, unions, dueas,
cortrects, and the other armbols thut ldemtify o union novement, Nowever, whem
o natlion®s life is at stake and, la perticular, the sirvival of free lubor, it
i tive Yo make su saslpels of the respouslbilities amd duties that becone the
charge of sush & powarful group. If this wer 19 to be won It will be primsrily
beseuse of the lngemity snd energy nnd gspasity of imerigan labor zad busincszs
%o out-prodace mad oubethink the reglnmted minds ond bedles of our Passiet
oyponents, There csn be no dowdt ia the mind of sy working men that devcoragy
fe the "laat best hope™ and that the Suture of the gommok msg lles la 2 vietory
of the Umited Wations,

The Amevisws laber uovenerd has nsds greet strides ia the lest tem yerrs
but =itk this inoresse In eoamonic snd politlenl power Lt haos Veome evidend thut
not only the Jesderskip dbat e resk and file mesbersiip mast dlseipliae {Sselfl
to the reqirenents of o devcoraiic novement. / besis iaocvledge of e monmic and
polition]l fssues affeatl:z the emase of labar and the whale inerlean ¢oavmnidy
1o & primyy responeidiiity of every anion lesdor sud of every tende usion mesher,
Dencorazy depamds upen sn intelligent sed walizhbesnsd eitlzen vody, 7ith s lerge
proportion of the Amerigan nwam- orgesised fnto powerfil unions there 1s no
denying the Gty of sn intelllgemt understanding of sesmnlty problems, |
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The ern in whish we live ls possibly %he nost dynmamie period in lnpman
eivilisstion. The rapldity of change, both in techuology and the organizatiom .
of sosiely, devunds clove study and wbservntion o« the faotors lavolved. It ls
no losger gufficloat to Do abls 30 read and write, Free people must rasenber
that eternal wvigilence is the price of liberty. The answer lies in “imowing the
resstn wWiy" snd la saslysing the oemuases and results of esonomic and politieal
policles, with this in alnd, politdeal alurtuess in wor tive la moye vital and
more negesseyy then in any other pericd, The lupast of war cwmld easily bring
the eelipes of progressive thiaklsg, The dauger to denocsragy La nod only from
without Yat also froa within, 7¢ may wesken our own Panks Yy pelisical apstly
‘tu'!m the war years whieh will put déscoratic progracs yoears behind the prd lonas
to be volved,

Laboring poople know fall well the deamess of freeden, It is to the
etomal glory of ompanised ladbor thet vherever ho dictator cane to power, the
first grap to be smashed was that of labor, Union locders wers the first
victims of the firisg squsd or the cowentration camp, The right to omganise,
the right Yo atrike, the wight to nave independent unions == all of these wore
qalokly telken awsy fromn the labaring people. Na other group has felt the
visolouwsness of the diotstor quite s math as the trade union mo emgst, The
dictator kuew were tie wells o« demccragy existed and he wes guiock in his
denciition of those bdeliovers ia frec thought, Let those la Jsuerica #ho ory out
ageinst unions ressmber tat trede suloniem is as much o part of the iveriomm
way of 1ife se public edusatlon, freedom of religlion, aud privete enterprise,
I? in Vi provess of weglsg wer for the rights of the common mean, we hers in
Americe unwittingly eruelfy the naseoeiations and omgenigntions of the Amepican
leboring man, then for whet hes the batile boen feught?

But, leot me esy to those who nre develsd %o the princlipies of smgenised
isbar thet you mast get rony sgtory of sscampliehment, your progeam, before the
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American pjoople. imericans are ressonable men acd womeny ther wad in do the '
rlght hing aal thaey have ma wnstnny abllity to be able to maie propar Judgunent
whitn the fuats sre presonted Yo them, The day o mmosig-ddm =nd dyar-out flghting
fa labor opganisations lo over., The fiturs of the Isbur aovenent depends wpon
publie aseeptmnee, Thiz puadlic ssoeptance gnr H0 galsed aot By beemirg defensive
in your approach Yt hy explaining to the jmeriesn jublie what oyvpanized labsr menne
to the Indtvidunl woriere md 4o the o owmally as & whole,

Thin snr bae tmaht ne $het Aserios le net several coumnitias Yat that wa

are s mun,

%ma TE4 1 Setin o6 neb ouly SN st mumbanibily Yot of 100 dL15en Futcin
emally aonvineed of the virtnes of desseragy. Smerleesn labor must asmame thed

othor mesbors of the sooiely ore as eager for u_deoent umhm, Fv‘tlé

security, and for pesee ns 13 the unlon member, ianlly, unless Disiness nad %%
labor enn foxget their fesds md get dovn to the business of coopersting, our %
eomony will be seriomaly Jeopardized sad our political systesm msy be drnstianlly ,
wenkened, Ve have not only o war %o win, we Mave a pesge Yo win, The viotory

of the peegs will remire even more csoperstion detween labor and managesent 4han

the militnry vigtoxy. The prodaotion strmggle of tanks, sirplenes, and guns during

Mm mst bo sonverted ints » profuction sghednie of Mowes, mutomobiles, of
refrigerators, md other sools in peseotime, M1l emplomment mast be availsble $o

the fuerigan people or sa economisc orash and phlltissl wpheswal is Inevitabdble,

There will be neithor free lsbor nw priveie eaterprise if the disester of inflation

and wnemployeent fell upon w o o pootwmy world, Yever before have inaerisan

basinoss snd fmupdiesn labor had so muoh in comaon, The dgy ls fast apmhin;

vhes Aneriorn labee sod Aunerieam indnetey mast wnite lu o praymas of postwur
reconstrastlon, Tour governcent needs you and yoay people expect yoi to lesd tue

way, oot fsllow, mﬁﬂth this mmbol of wartloe unlly » pescetice wvealliy,

The idea of civilisn defenee which lms found Americsn labor an effestive v réner
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and hes brought enplaoyer and laborer together on a basis of mutnal u-pmitlliﬁ" ¥
and noderetanding muet Ysoome $he jrarean for the new denseragy, Total war means
tm Dancaragy! o more petriotis slogex gan astiafy the desands whioh the temn

Tolsl Demserady wukcea wpon every Ipsriosn. Manearolls ledoring nen snd womon smat
maet this ohallenge! Thay muet mest It not 2ly by ooeetlimulng to tuarn out the vital
mtorals of enr, b YW eotively partleipating In the imerican demcaratio p#litiscal
process, This mennas, comarefoly, that Sy st ot st and vote., There haa been
e lot of losse talk makisg the rounds So the effeot that the people of wimnenpolls
are golny 9 take this eleotion 1ightly - that thelr alade spe 00 pre-ossupied
with more lmportssat satters durisg o wary yerr. Lot me guy to Hlaneapolis laber
thet an effective ald In winnilng the war {s participotion Lz the demserstic procoss
of aloetion, Tigh on the 1let of mights for wileh mr bays are flghbiag ell ayer
the warld lo thet eight of the people %o choose ite representatives in govemment,
70 dare not de isdifferent to this eleotion in view of densemaayt's peri) mné the
saorifises our Daye sre making to preserve our rLakt to the Ballokt
I this connegtion 1 am coafident that on May 10%h nameapolis Labeor will

give o Gemonatration of vhat Tolal Democracy means Wy golmg $o the pollse I am
confident that this will be the cnge siunee the vesow! of labor in defense of
denoornay the world over lo en enviable one, In China, Folsad, Wowreny = and
wieraver Pracist trrenmgy hog Lovadod, the warklng people have fought to be free,
Aunoviean working poople know of this regeid and are proud of ft., They intead to
teke advantrge of eyory oppartunity $0 add thelr force to the Zight sgainst Pesclam,

The record of Mimnespolis lsbor in the war effort has heen one of shilch say
argenioatioa eould well be prawd, To dnte, orgenized lsbor hep comtrimted thausends
of dollers fn wer bonds ond {9 contimaing to press its sembership ror sdditlonnl
parcheses on ¢ sysbematio besls, Mnneapolis o/ficlsls entruated with the task
of olvilien defense orgsnisation have repestedly voised thelr gratitude snd praise
of orgenised labor®s costritution to eivilise defense agtivities, The highly
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sucgesefyl serap mete) drive wos in a greet dogree the reenlt of plesning and
orgenisation YWy losal wnlons of $he APL snd CIO in coopemstion with the Otvilima
Defense oxpenizatlen, Sueh ascosplistvseats oould hardly heve boen reslized without
the dissipilne sud divestion of an orgeniwed group of workews respensive to the
aall of their sleoted officinls, The recent drive for Red Oroes Tuads agelin ws
revenlod ihe yitolily snd srgaalsatiomal sbillty of lader fozees 1a wr cosmally,
Maione heye intensively resruited far blood doners smony thely mesbershipy and have
demonstrated to 411 groups in the conmnlty thet labor has ita 21l eeight behind
the war offort. A1l of ts:na war astivities indicate that Minnenpolis [ebor
aotively iz bahind the wer efforts And I 2@ certsin $hut desplite the great in-
sonvenienses dna o working rousd the slook in turalng out wer manitions 'Muneapolis
Labor will on ey 10%h coxtlime (o denonstrate its falth In democrstic institutions
W using the bullot, .

Honorable Haary “allaoe, Vige-rresidest of tho Taited Sftates, hee called
this war the "people's war,” e holisves this cantaiy t9 de the sentug of the
common man, There san be 2o dond$ that the hope and 1ife of free people 15 at atake
in the atmggle in which wo are now angeged., Jat, that this cemtaxy will be the
“gentnry of the poamon man” and for the conam man {8 not o forsgone sonolusion,
It gan hs ~ If the common mant, %he average nean, (s mentelly prepered ¥ sop with
the mumerdcas sroblens eonfronting hif. Yes, thls centuxy will Be the ecentary of
freoion, the gentury of oppartanity for the somon people, If the lenders sad tha
people thenselves are thiniing, plamming, and e@usating for the new day,



It would be well for us to remember that workers in Europe zre
fighting for the right to orgenize and to sssociste together for their
collective well belng. If we here in America lead them toc believe by our
criticism and reaction ageinst unions that we no longer believe in free
labor, we will have lost a moral weapon that no amount of production can
overcome. The resistance to the Razi terror in Norway has come mainly from
two sources - the Christian church and the trade union. I for one believe
that American lsbor is as democratic as Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, British,
or any other lator of a foreign land. The record of resistance to Fasciesm
is a continuous story of trade union sctivity in the form of guerrilla
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WORKERS EDUCATION IN BAR TIME
o '.-_b?/’{ :-‘/
:anbert—ﬁ1 Hugph&uy;*iri‘“

Possibly the most significant development of World War II is the
importance of industriel production., Men and machines on the home
front are but part of the army of men and machines on the battle fronmt.
Every man, woman, and child becomes an integral part of the nation
mobilized for war. This is what we mean by "total war"; an entire
economy, & whole nation, 130 million people dedicated to the business
of victory. Everyone is important. There is no priority placed upon

people, Unity and ingenuity are absolutely necessary, Irts—witirthese

The American worker, during the past generation and particularly

during the recent decade, has organized himself into a gigantic labor

~movement. Much too often we think of American labor only in terms of

membership, unions, dues, contracts, and the other symbols that identify
a union movement. However, when a nation's life is at stake and, in
particular, the survival of free labor, it is time to make an analysis
of the respongibilities and duties that become the charge of such a
powerful group. If this war is to be won it will be prima %ugzzzgse

of the ingenuity and energy and capacity of American labor,to out-produce

and out-think the regimented minds and bodies of our Fascist opponents.




There can be no doubt in the mind of any working man that democracy
is the "last best hope" and that the future of the common man lies in
a victory of the United Nations,.

The American labor movement has made gre~t strides in the last
ten years but with this increase in economic and political power it
has become evident that not only the leadership but the rank and file
membership must discipline itself to the ewn requirements of a
democratic movement., A basic knowledge of economic and political
issues affecting the cause of lebor and the whole American community
is a primary responsibility of every union leader and of every trade
union member. Democracy depends upon an intelligent and enlightened
citizen body. With a large proportion of the American electorate or-
ganized into powerful unions there is no denying the duty of en
intelligent understanding of community problems,

The era in which we live is possibly the most dynamic period in
human civilization., The rapidity of change, both in technology and
the organization of soclety, demands close study and observation of

the factors involved. It is m%h/ to be able to

ad and write.
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reason why" and in anelyzing the causes and results of economic and

‘j

P ld
political policies., With this in mind, ton in war time

is more vital and more necessary than in any other period, The impact
poalr
of war coulda bring the eclipse of progressive thinking, The danger to

Jis not m from witpou , &8 fromwithin. ey We "’”"‘uj

makenﬁ- own ranks by g "Tkeiieetumi—ddndispol® during the war

yeers which will put Mﬁ- programs years behind




Libivviny Jocerpete Rmaid full cnd/ e Aearrbes

(’7 _‘{'M"' 7. It ie to the eternal glory of organized lsbor that wherever the
r v dictator came to power, the first group to be smeshed wes that of labor.
Union lesders were the first victims of the firing squad or the concentra-
tion camp. The right to organize, the right to strike, the right to have
independent unions - all of these were guickly taken away from the laboring
people. No other group has felt the visclousness of the dictator guite so
muCh as the trade union movement. The dictator knew where the wells of 6 ﬁ
- democracy existed and he was guick in his demolition of those viaihme=ed '
Aws free thought. Let those in America who cry out against unions remember that
trade unionicm is as much a p.rt of the American wey of 1ife as public edu-
<l cavicn, freedom of religion, and private enterprise. If in the process of
R waging war for the rights of the common man, we here in Americe unwittingly
\ erucify the sssociations and organizations of the American laboring mun,
then for what hes the battle been fouzht?

Yﬁikib Let me say to em who are devoted to the principles of organized
| labor thet you must get your story of accomplishment, your progrem, before
| the American people. Americans are reasonable men and women; they want
| %o do the right thing and they have an uncanny ability to be able to make
13 | proper judgment when the facts are presented to them. The day of knock-
AWV down and drag-out fighting in labor organizstion iz over, The future of the
| labor movement depends upon public acceptance, This public acceptance can
be gained not by becoming defensive in your approach but by explaining to
ftho American public what organized labor means to the individual workers and

to the commmity as a whole, 3

This war has taught us that America is not several communities
but that we are one nation, a union of free people. Americen labor must L
broaden its Morizon. It must think in terms of not only its own membership
but of 130 million people equally convinced of the virtues of democracy.
imerican lébor must assume that other members of the soclety are as eager
for a degent standard of living, for security, and for peace as is the union
member. ' Finally, unless business and labor can forget their feuds and get
down to the business of cooperating, our economy will be seriously jeopardized
and our political system may be drastically weakened., Ve have not only & war
- N to win, we have a peace to win. The victory of the peace will regquire even
{\f’ more cooperation between labor :nd management than the military victory. The
3 production struggle of tanks, airplames, and guns during wartime mu:zt be
: jponverted into & production schedule of homes, sutomobiles, of refrigerators,

and other goods in peacetime, Full employment must be avsilable to the
American people or an economic crash and political upheaval 1s inevitable,
There will be neither free labor nor private enterprise if the disaater

of inflation and unemployment fall upon us in & postwar world, Never
before have American business and American lubor hed so much in common,
The day iz fast approaching when American labor and imerican industry must
unite in & program of postwar reconstruction. Your government needs you
and your people expect you to lead the way, not follew, Let us mske this
symbol of wartime unity a peacetime reality. The idea of civilisn defense
which has found American labor an effective partner and hae dbrought em—
rloyer und leborer together on a basls of mutual responsibility znd under-
standing must become the program for the new democracy.

-



Total wer means Total Democracyl No mere patriotic m can satisfy the

demunJ&which the term Todal Democracy makes upon every Americane. Minneapolis
laboring men!ﬁdvuwwn must meet this ch&l]engel They must mest it not only
by continuing to turn out the vitel adeess of war,but by actively perticipating
in the American democratic political provesse This means, concretely, that they
must get out and votes There has been & lot of loose talk making the rounds

to the eff'ect that the people of Minneapolis are going to take this election
lightly =~ that their minds are too pre-occupied with ke more important matters
during & war year. Let me say to Minneapolis Labor that an effective aid in
winning the war is participetion in the democratic process c¢f electione

High on the list of rights for which our boys are fighting all offer the world
is that right of the people to choose its representetives in povernment. We
dere not be indifferent to this election in view of democracy's peril and the

sacrifices our boys are maling to peeserve our right to the ballotd

In this connection I am confident that on May 10th Minneapolis Labor will give
a demonstration of what Teotal Democracy means by going kp—ss=mees to the xmiling

ro&!s. I om confident that this will be the case since the record of labor in

defense of democracy the world over is &an enviable one. In China, Poland, Norway -

end wherever Facist tyranny has invade%,the worlking people have fought to be
free. Americen working people know of this record and are proud of ite They

intend to tale advantepge of every opportunity to add their forece to the fight

afeinst Fascisme

vl

The record of erge=i®ed labor in the war effort has been one of
which any orgsnization could, well be proud. To date, organized labor has
contributed eweres ollars in war bonds and is continuing to press
its membership for additionel purchases on a systematic basis. Minneapolis
officials entrustsd with the task of civilian defense organization have
repeatedly volced thelr gratitude and praise of organized labor's contri-
bution to eivilian defense activities. The highly successful scrap metal
drive was in a great degree the result of planning and organization by local
unions of the AFL and CIO in cooperation with the Civilian Defense orgeniza-
tion. Such accomplishments could hardly have been realized without the
discipline and direction of an organized group of workers responsive to the
call of their elected officials. The recent drive for Red Cross funds again
has revealed the vitality and organizational sbility of labor forces in
our community. Unions have intensively recruited for blood doners among
their membership and have demonstrated to all groups in the community that
_ labor has its full weight behind the war effort.
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ectively
All of these wer activities indicate that Minneapolis Labor is behind the

war efforte And I am certain that despite the great inconvénionces due
to working Zé&xkmmrxx round the cbock in turning out th® war munitions
Minneapolis Labor will on May 10th continue to demonstrate its faith

in democratic institutions by using the ballote

Q&ViE of wars uying all

g Fol thn olls r 10¢khe WAL and fhtin
Eoins- P Q Mey Tt hting

Fascism with : wall as bulledsd



Honorable Henry Wallace, Vice-President of the United States, has
called this war the "people's war," He believes this century to be
the century of the common man, There ¢an be-no doubt that the hope
and life of free people is at gtake in the gbssdews struggle in which
we are now engaged. But, that this century will be the "ecentury of
the common man" and for the common man is not a foregone conclusion,
It can be - if the common man, the w%man, 1s mentelly prepared
to cope with the mproblems confronting him. Yes, this
century will be the century of freedom, the century of opportunity for
the common people, if the leaders and the people themselves =re think-

ing, plenning, and educeting for the new day,
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