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Priends and Fellow Oitizens:

In %wo previous radio talks addressed to the people of Winneapolis, I opomd
my cempaign for the office of Mgyor by dlscuwssing with you some of the major
problens now confronting our clity.

In those talks, I pointed out that inneapolis needs, above all, vigorous
end yet constructive lemndership;

the kind of leadership that will unite onr citizens in the present great war
effort;

the kind of leadership that looks ahead and plans for a post-war Minneapoliss

the kind of leadership that is, above 211, responsive anl responsible to the

needs and the wishes of our people.

I pointed out, moreover, that the “ayorts of fice in Minnenpolls is suffering
from a diseasse of do-nothingness. I indicated that the facts prove, in my opinion,
and in the opinion of hundreds of you people who have been kind enough to o fer
your judgments, that the present lMayor of inneapolis has been a do-nothing Vayor;
an unimeginetive Yayor; A Wayor who, however good his intentions, has been able to
give WMinnespolis only the most colourless, the most indecisive, the nmost medloere
type of leadership,

The presaent ¥ayor, 1 pointed out faurthemore, has failed to act comztrctively
in such metters as law enforcement, city planning, govermmental reoxgenization and
educet ion,

Tonight, I wish to talk to you of another problem that is eonfronting our city,
another problem about whish our present Mgyor hes demonstrated a do-nothing attitude.
I refer to the problen of erime saong our youth; 4o the problem, that is, of
juvenile delinmency.

1 need not tell you thet the fature of our city and our nation lies with its
youth. Yoz know that slready. Yet, it ls imparitant every once in 2 while to agaln
ranind ourselvez of this faet., The atrength of our eity, and our state, and our

nation ecan be no greater than the strength of our youth, This importact truth makes
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it imperative, therefore, that those of ua who are parents and civic office, yes,
those of ue who hold political office, yes, t.ose of us who sre just plain citizens,
must assame an obligation to our youth, “e are obligated, each and every one of
us, to provide for our youny people the sound training end healthy recreation
necessary to eitigzenship in s great democracy., The obligation, I sgy, falls upon
all of us. Mut the responaibility for leadership in this task frlls upon our
ol ty govemment, and particularly upon the Mayor's office, And thet is precisely
where lesdership has been most lacking.

The problan of juvenile delinguengy has, of course, been with us for many years.
But, in the past two years, since the present Mgyor has sssuned office, the incidence
of erime among our younger people has increased noticeably. A recent report, for
example, published by the Juvenile I'rotection Committee of the “inneapolls Council
of Parent-Teacher Associantions, notes thet officisls of the School Board and “ark
Board and property owners in gemeral "have expressed alarm about the serious in-
erease in vendalisn snd the destruction of properw.fi “Thousands of dollars of
taxpayers' money", the report goes on to say, "ls belrng wasted in the replacement
of are lights, broken echool windows, and park board property.”

This is only one of the many indications of the growing serionsness of the
problen of Juvenile Delinguency. There are many others,

Sehool temehers and social workers have told me, for exemple, that they notice
more end more 8 growing restlessness among the children in our schools. They tell
me, too, that the mumber of trumncies from school are clearly on the increase.

fven more revealins are the Figures concerning delinquency. Ia 1941, for ex-
anple, there were 2100 complaints recorded against young people in our city. By

1942, however, this figure had rigen to over 2600, an increase of 71 percent in

orie year.

vhereas 1044 cnses were referred to the Jjuvenile courts in 1941, there were

1216 last year. Vere again 1s an increase of 16 percent,

¥ost slamaing, however, is the Increase in juvenile delinmency among girls,
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There were 358 delinmengy conplaints recorded againat zirls in 1941, But in

1942, there were 603, an increase in a period of only one year, of almost 70 percent,
Tven more strikirg ls the fact that the mamber of delinquency cases among girls
actually referred to the courts was 79 percent greater in 1942 than in 1541.

Cases involving delinmencgy of girls have increased vsrticalarly with respect to
erimes involving sex.

It must be noted that these figures refer only to those cases which have
actually been broght to the attention of the courts., There 18 no way of te ling
how meny young people vwho evidemse delinguency have gone unapprehended.

The delinguency problen is especially agaravated now because of the stresses
end strains of war-time conditions, Fathers and older brothers have, many of then,
gone off into the armed services, or into wer jobs outside the city. Marmy mothers
have patriotical ly undertaken jobs in wey plants and related indunastries, Talas
means that family supervision, so necessary to the training of young people,
is now absent in mmny instances,

& report issued 3 days ago by the var Henpower VYoumission indieates, furtherpore,
that 59,000 more war workers will be needed within s yesr from this ares of our
state. Some 9,000 of these will have to be women., This means that there will be
much less home spervision for young people next yesr then there has been in the
past, It means too that we cmn expect an even grester vise in juvenile delinguency
in the future unless our city govermeent aects desisively and construstively now,

oar privete welfare agencl es have, most of them, been gfving excellent and
noble service to the elimination of delinguency smong our youth, Yet, ther esre
handicapped by lack of facilities and funds, 'anr of then have becose understaffed
because of the manpover shortage, This indicates also that now, more than ever
before, the city's zovermment, and especially the YMeyor's office, must mssume the
responsibility of providing recreationsl facilities and supervision for our
clty's youth,

English experience in the last war and during the first years of this wer,
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a3 well as our own experience during the first war, showed clesrly thet juvenile
delinquengy tends to incresse durirg wer periods, unless governwent exhibits

a conscious and determined effort to cheek it, It was the solemn obligation, there-
fore, of the present “gror, who, after all, is supposed to know sabout such things -
to undertaie preventive action by way of anticipating and checking at the very
beginning this potential ineresse of orime among our youth,

That did the "myor's office do 4o solve this problem? The answer is: alaost
nothing . v“hen the Mayor finally chose to sot, it wes, curiously enough, jJust two
weers before the coming election, We appointed at that time a huge comnlttee,

8 90 man caomittee, to study %the problem of Juvenile delingency in fianeapolis.
Vost of those 90 men and women are, it is true, capable people, trained in social
work and commanity leadership. 3But the Mayor must know, as well as you and I, that
the problen of juvenile delinguency cannot be solved By large and unwieldy debating
societies such as the presest committee. 7To wait until the campaign period before
taking & step agsinst the problen, and to then appoint a 90 man committee, indicates
that the Mayor intends to use the fssue of juvenlile delinquency for his om
political purposzesa,

The problen of the future of our city'e youth is too important %o be ignored
or %o be used as a political football. For not only is delinquensy destrdctive of
commnity welfare, but it too often ruins the lives of the young people whom it
toaches, and prevents then from growing into well educated and social minded cltiszens,
Boys and girls «ith delinquency records find it difficult to secure emplgyment or
to enter & profession, 'eny young men today, tainted by some youthful crime for
which they ngy not heve been wholly responsible, find themselves dejected and
unhappy beecanse our armed forces have refuged to aceept their services. Tet it is
clear that theze boys ond girls are not inherently bad., Ther have jone astrey because
we, the adults of the conmnity, have in sose way failed to meet our dbligatlions to-

then. And one of the most importent of those obligations ia the election of



Paze 5

govemmnentel officials who will courageously and intelligently act to eliminnte
the emuses of Jjuvenile delinmency,

I propose that a realistic attenpt to solve the problen of juvenile erime
mast involve the following immediate action:s:

(1) Ve must first strenghen our police facilitieas through reassigning police
officers to Juvenile problems, snd through speclalized training in the clargcter
and problems of Juvenile delinmency. Nuperience in this war,as well as the lest,
shows that orimes smong people over 18 tends to decrease in war time, while those
af younger people tends to increase., The reason is, of course, that men and women
over 18 ave drained off efther into the arsed services or into wer industries., This
means thet s readjustment of our police personnel can be made without danger, If
necessary, police personnel should be increased,

(2) The ¥myor sad police forece muat, secondly, make & determined effort to
enforce existing laws, such as the ocurfew laws, the laws against commercialized
vice, and the laws which forbid adlts to contribute to the delinguengy of & minor.
These laws have as thelr purpose the prevention of crime anong young people. TUnless
ther are enforeced, however, they are mere scraps of paper.

(3) Thizdly, existing soclal agencies must be re-enforced, and sociel welfare
activities and pervices for youlh must be expanded. Our govermment must aid our

welfare sgencies to carry oan and expand the scope of their excellent work,

(4) we must, fourthly, open school facilities after school hours, so that
our schools msy serve the additionsl purpose of supervised =esrention., City goverment

miat provide supervision, too, for playgrounis, doys clubs, end settlement houses,
(8) Pifthly, » special attempt muet bve mnde to establish supervised facilities,

sach a8 dsy nmurseries end socisl centers for children of parents engaged in war work,
This is negessary not only to curd delinquency among these young people, but to

ense the minds of pavents who, for reasoms of war work, csnnot carry on their normal

mpervisiory functions in the hoze.
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(6) Sixihly, we mast encourage church groups to open their recreationsl
facilitles to youug people, Meny church organizetions have been doing this for
some tine, and with notable success.

{(7) Pinally, the Sayor's of fice rmast coordimnte the work of the varions
egemcles which are concerned with overcoming juvenile delinmencgr. Such coordination
1s neceseary in order thnt the sreas of danger be deteriined and eliminnted.,

In iy previous radio tslks, I made gertain pledges to the people of
Winneapelis. I pledged that, If elected Mgror, I shall take the lead in uniting
busingss, labor, profevsionsl and eivie groups behind our city's war effort,

I pledged thet I shall teke the lead in the matter of plaaning for & post-war
Mnneapolis by attenpting te Laplesent $he ewmstructive and excellernt suggestions
of the ¢ity plamning commisoion with respect to the expansion of our iandustries,
ard the gusranteeirng of full enployment to ourselves and to our boys returnlng home,

I pledged that, if elected, I shall appoint a committee representing Wisiness,
labor, edncation, and other eiviec groups %o studr the vresent organizstion of our
ceity's government, and to make siggestions for constructive reorganization,

I pledged, finally, thet I shall concem myself with such problems as
housing, slum c¢learsnce, the promotion of understanding between capital and lador,
gnd the full utilization of the natural rescurces andd beauties for which YWinnespolis
has become g0 widely knowmn,

Let me add at this time o pledge that, if elected Ymyor, I shall do my utmest
to give effect o the 7 point program which I have outlined as a meane of redicing
or abollshing our growing problema of juvenile delinquency.

Pellov citlzens, we can no longer afford to deal lightly and apathetically
with the socisl and politigal issuea facing ouwr clty, Amerlicans everywhere are
glving of “"blood swest and tears” that our denocoratlic way of life might endure and
move on to new heighta of scecomplishuent. Your children snd my children mmast not be

made the innocent victime of sdult indifference snd immorelity. The strenghh of



Americe, the hope of a future, rests in the youth of todegy. Let us here acd now
resolve to be worthy of the tmst our children lave pleaced with ua, Let every
mother and father do thelr part, sud then let us dewand that those men and women
elected a3 our offieisl representatives be courageous in their action; steadfast

in their purpose., Total wer leaves no room for insctivety aud indifference. Daily
we must reaew ouyr faith in dod and country repeating our pledge to victory ——

"e ean, we will, we mmstl”
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FPriends and Pellow Citizens.

In two previous radio talks addressed to the people of Minneapolis, I opened
my cempaign for the office of Mgyor by discussing with you some of the major
problems now conf ronting our city.

In those talks, I pointed out that Minneapolis needs, above all, vigorous
and yet constructive leadership;

the kind of leadership that will unite our citizens in the prewent great war
effort;

the kind of leadership that looks ahead and plans for a post-war Minneapolis;

the kind of leadership thet is, above 211, responsive anl responsible to the
needs and the wishes of our people.

I pointed out, moreover, thet the Mayor's of fice in Minneapolis is suffering

from & disease of do-nothimne_g. I indicated that the facts prove, in my opinion,

and in the opinion of hundreds of you people who have been kind enough to o fer
your judgments, that the present lMayor of Minneepolis has been a do-nothing Mayor;
an unimeaginastive layor; A Mayor who, however good his intentions, has been able to
give Minneapolis only the most colourless, the most indecisive, the most mediocre
type of leadership.

The present lgyor, I pointed out fori-ewmepe, hos failed to act constructively
in such matters as law enforcement, city planning, zovermmental reorgenizati on s=é
education, -’POGF-WM/)'UWM%} fseal ¥ Sconialiowg | W

Tonight, I wish to talk to you of snother problem that is confronting our city,
snother problem s2bout which our pregent Mayor has demonstrated a do-nothing attitude.
I refer to the problem of crime emong our youth; to the problem, that is, of
juvenile delincuency.

I need not tell you that the future of our city and our nation lies with its
youth. You know that already. Yet, it is important every once in a while to again
renind ourselves of this fact. The gtrength of our city, asd our astate, and our

nation can be no greater than the strength of our youth., This important truth makes
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it imperative, therefore, that those of us who are parents amé—eis

those of us who hold politiecal office, yes, tiose of us who are just plain citizens,
must assume an obligation to our youth. We are oblizeated, each end every one of
us, to provide for our young People the sownd training and healthy recreation
necessary to citizenship in s great democracy. The obligetion, I sgy, falls upon

all of us. But the responsibility for leadership in this tesk falls upon our

city government, and particularly upon the lgyor's office, And that is precisgely

where lead,ershiihas been most lacking.,

The problem of juvenile delinquency has, of course, been with us for many years.
But, in the past two years, since the present MNgror hes assumed office, the incidence
of erime among our younger people has increased noticeably. A recent report, for
example, published by the Juvenile Protection Committee of the Minneapolis Council
of Parent-Teacher Associations, notes that officials of the School Board and Park
Board end property owners in general '"have expressed alarm about the serious in-

| crease in vandalisn and the destruction of property.;' "Thousands of dollars of

(]

\

\l-ta.xpayers' money", the report goes on to sgy, "is beinz wasted in the replacement
of arec lights, broken school windows, and park board property.”

mhis is only one of the many indications of the growing seriousness of the
problem of Juvenile Delincuency. There are many others.

School teschers and social workers have told me, for example, that they notice
more end more & growirng restlessness smong the children in our schools. They tell
me, too, that the mumber of truancies from school are clearly on the increase,

Bven more revealine are the fisures concerning delincuency. In 1941, for ex-
ample, there were 2100 complaints recorded against young people in our city. 3By

1942, however, this figure had risen to over 2600, an increase of 21 percent in

one year.

Whereas 1044 cases were referred to the Jjuvenile courts in 1941, there were
: g
1216 last year, Here sgain is an increase of, 15 percent.
e e TN B,

- M

Most alaming, however, is the increase in juvenile delinmency among girls.
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There were 358 delinmency complaints recorded against girls in 1941. But in

1942, there were 603, an increase in a period of only one year, of almost 70 percent,

—
-

Even more 8triking is the fact thet the mumber of delinguency cases among girls

actually referred to the courts was 79 percent greater in 1942 than in 1941.

Cases involving delincuency of girls have increased particunlerly with respect to
erimes involving sex.

It must be noted that these figures refer only to those ceses which have
actually been brought to the attention of the courts., There is no way of tel ling
how many young People who evidemce delinquency have gone unapprehended.

The delinquency problem is espeeiaslly aggravated now because of the stresses
and strains of war-time conditions, Fathers and older brothers heve, many of them,
gone off into the srmed services, or into wer jobs outside the city. Many mothers
have patriotically undertaken jobs in war plants and related industries. This
means that femily supervision, so necessary 1o the training of young people,
is now absent in many instances,

A report issuved 3 days ago by the War Menpower Commission indicates, furtherpore,
that 59,000 more war workers will be needed within s year from this area of our
state., Some 9,000 of these will have to be women. This means that there will be
rmach less home sapervision for young people next year than there has been in the
past. It means too that we can expect an even greeter rise in juvenile delinouency
ih the future unless our city govermment acts decisively and constructively now.

Our private welfare agencies have, most of them, been giving excellent and
noble service to the elimination of delincuency among our youth. TYet, they are
handicapped by lack of facilities and funds. Nany of them have becone understaffed
becsuse of the manpower shortege. This indicates also that now, more than ever
before, the city's government, and especially the lgyor's office, must assume the
respongibility of providing recreational facilities and supervision for our
eity's youth,

English experience in the last war and during the first years of this war,
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as well ag our own experience during the Zirst war, showed clearly thet juvenile

delinquency tends to incresse daring wear periods, unless government exhibits

a conscious and determined effort to check it. It was the solemn obligation, there=-
fore, of the present 'lgyor, who, after all, is supposed to know about such things -
to undertake preventive action by way of anticipating and checking at the very
beginning this potential inerease of crime emong our youth,

What did the lfgyor's office do to solve this problem? The answer is: E._Jﬂe_‘t '

ncthir_].-;,. When the llayor finally chose to set, it was, curiously enouzh, just two

weekks before the coming election. Fe appointed at that time a huge comnittee,

5_90 manuc_mmit 1_:_9:3, to study the problem of juvenile delinmency in Minneapolis.
ost of those 90 men and women are, it is true, capable people, trained in social

work end community leadership. But the Mayor must know, &3 well as you and I, that

the problaam of juvenile delinguency cann% be solved bgaj{azﬁe and un.wieldy: dega;w Z ?
gocieties such as tha present committee. To wait until the caznpaign period before

taking a step against the problen, and to then appoint a 90 man committee, indicates

that the ifgyor intends to use the issue of juvenile delinguency for his own

political purposes,

The problem of the future of our city's youth is too important to be ignored

or to be used as & political football. For not only is delinmency destrictive of

community welfare, but it too of ten ruins the lives of the young people whonm it
touches, and prevents then from growing into well educated and social minded citizens.
Boys and girls with delinguency records find it difficult to secure employment or

to enter a profession. lMany young men today, tainted by some youthful crime for

which they may not have been wholly responsible, find themselves dejected and

unhappy becesuse our armed forces have refused to accept their services. Yet it is
clear thet these boys snd girls are not inherently bad. They have gone astrsy because
we, the adults of the commnity, have in saue wgy failed to meet our obligations to

then. And one of the most important of those oblizations is the election of
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governmental officials who will cmu'a:'eously and intellig%o eliminate

the causes of ,]uvenile delincumc.y.

——ee —

I propose that a realistic attempt to solve the problem of g)venile crime

rag=-

iﬂé}we must femst strenghen our police facilities through reassigning police

mist involve the following imnediate actionsz:

officers to juvenile problems, and throngh specialized training in the chargcter
and problems of juvenile delincuency. Experience in this war,as well as the last,

shows that crimes among people over 18 tends to decrease in war time, while those

of younger people tends to increase. The reason is, of course, that men and women

over 18 are drained off either into the armed services or into war industries. This

meens that & readjustment of our police personnel can be made without denger. If

enforce exigting laws, such as the curfew laws, the laws against cammercialized
vice, and the laws which forbid adlts to contribute to the delinquency of & minor,
These laws have as their purpose the prevention of crime among young people., Unless
they are enforced, however, they are mere scraps of paper.

(S}E.hﬁf existing social sgencies must be re-enforeced, end social welfare
activities and services for youth must be expanded. Our govermment must eid our
welfare sgencies to carry on and expand the scope of thelr excellent work.
_E'-’_Edﬁ}?e mist, fes=tidy, open school facilities after school hours, so that
our schools mgy serve the additional purpose of supervised recreation. City govermment
mast provide supervision, too, for blaygrounds, boys clubs, and settlement houses,

(5) Pifth¥®, & special attempt mmst be made to po supervised facilities,
sach as day murseries and socisl centers for children of parents engaged in war work.
Thig is necessary not only to curb delincuency among these young people, but to

ease the minds of parents who, for reasons of war wori:, cannot carry on their normal

supervisi or}' functions in the home. %7
W We WW%
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(6) Sixth¥y, we must encoursge church groups to open their recreational
facilities to young people. leany church organizations have been doing this for
some time, and with notable success,

(7) Pinally, the Mayor's of fice must coordinste the work of the various
agencies which are concerned with overcominzg juvenile delincuency., Such coordination
is necessary in order that the areas of danger be determined and eliminated,

In my previous radio talks, I made certain pledges to the people of
Minneapolis. I pledged that, if elected Mgyor, I shall tske the lead in uniting
business, labor, professional and civic groups behind our city's war effort.

T pledged that I shall take the lead in the matter of planning for a post-war
Minneapolis by attempting to implement the constructive and excellent suzgestions
of the city planning commission with respect to the expansion of our industries,
and the guaranteeing of full employment to ourselves and to our boys returning home,

I pledged thet, if elected, I shall appoint & committee representing misiness,
labor, education, and other civic groups to study the present organization of our
city's government, and to make suggestions for constructive reorganization.

I pledged, finally, that I shsll concemm myself with such problems s
housing, slum clearance, the promotion of understanding between capital end labor,
and the full utilization of the natural resources and beamties for which IMinnespolis
has become so widely knom.

Let me add at this time a pledge that, if elected gyor, I shall do my utmost
to give effect o the 7 point program which I have outlined as a means of re@ucing
or abolishing our growing problems of juvenile delinquency.

Fellow citizens, we can no longer afford to deal lightly and apafhetically
with the social and political issues facing our c¢ity. Americans everywhere are
giving of "blood sweast and tears™ that our democratic wey of 1life might endure and
move on to new heights of accomplishment. Your children snd my children must not be

mede the innocent victims of adult indifference and immorality. The strength of
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America, the hope of a future, resis in the youth of todey. Let us here and now
resolve to be worthy of the trust our children have placed with us. Let every
mother and father do their part, and then let us desand that those men and women
elected as our official representatives be courasgeous in their action; steadfast

in their purpose. Total war leaves no room for insctivety and indifference. Daily
we mist renew our faith in God and country repeating our pledge to victory --

"fe can, we will, we must!"
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