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THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF MY CAMPAIGN FOR MAYOR OF THE CITY OF 

MINNEAPOLIS, I HAVE PLEDGED YOU A PROGRAM OF ACTION, A PROGRAM BASED UPON THE NEED 

OF VIGOROUS, YET SOUND AND CONSTRUCTIVE LEADERSHIP. HAVE POINTED OUT THAT THE 

MAYOR OF THIS CITY CAN DO MUCH FOR PROGRESSIVE, AND SOUND GOVERNMENTJ THAT THE 

MAYOR CAN AND SHOULD BE A COMMUNITY LEADER, NOT A FOLLOWER. I HAVE STRESSED 

THE IMPORTANCE OF LEADERSHIP IN A TIME OF WAR, A TIME WHEN EVERY EFFORT MUST BE 

USED FOR THE FULL MOBILIZATION OF~SOURCES FOR THE WAR EFFORT. HAVE POINTED 

OUT THAT MINNEAPOLIS IS SUFFERING FROM A DISEASE OF DO-NOTHINGNESS IN THE MAYOR 1S 

~FFICE. I HAVE POINTED OUT THAT LEADERSHIP HAS BEEN LACKING IN SUCH MATTERS 

AS SOUND AND EFFECTIVE fROGR MS TO COMBAT AN~ OV COME THE PROBLEMS OF JUVENILE 
~~j MW~~~K· 

DELINQUENCY, , POST-WAR PLANNING, INDUSTRIAL AND CIVIC 

DEVELoiMENT. I HAVE OFFERED EVIDENCE, YES •• FACTUAL EVIDENCE, TO PROVE THAT THE 

P.RESENT MAYOR HAS R'F'USED TO USE THE POWER AND INFLUENCE OF HIS OFF ICE TO MEET 

THE CRUCIAL PROBLEMS WITH WHICH WE ARE NOW C~NF'RONTED. AGAIN, I SAY, THE RECORD 

PROVES THAT THE MAYOR OF THIS CITY, IN SPITE OF' PROMISES AND DECLARATIONS, HAS BE.N 

FOLLOWING A p9=NOTHING PHILOSOPHY -~ A POLICY BASED ON STRADDLING THE FENCE AND EVASION 

OF RESPONSIBILITY. 
~ 

SoME PERSONS WOULD HAVE US BELl EVE THAT THE MAYOR..-~ SET IN MOTION PROGRAMS 

OF ~CTION BECAUSE OF HIS POSlTION IN OUR FORM OF CITY GOVERNMENT; OTHER PEOPLE 

HAVE SAID, THE MAYOR 1S OFFICE IS SO ORGANIZED UNDER OUR CITY CHARTER THAT THE MAYOR 

SHOULDN'T BE EXPECTED TO ~LEABERSHIP. To THOSE PERSONS, I SAY, IT IS ALWAYS 

EASY TO MAKE RATIONALIZITIONS FOR INACTION AND LACK OF COURAGE. THIS IS NO TIME 

FOR WEAK APOLOGIES, THIS IS NO TIME FOR WISHFUL THINKING. THE MAYOR OF THIS CITY, 

BY THE VERY LETTER OF THE LAW, HAS A LEGAL OBLIGATION FOR LEADERSHIP. BY THE SPIRIT 

OF' THE LAl' , HE HAS A MORAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE COMMON WELFARE. 

OF dl: ITY, 

THE~ OFFICE OF MAYOR, AS ESTABLISHED UNDER OUR PRESENT CITY CHARTER, IS NOT 

WITHOUT POWER OR INFLUENCE. 
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CITY GOVERNMENT WITH THE EXECUTIVE OR PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE OF" OUR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

~ s~ xuJ. 1 II ! 'al THE UNITEDACONSTITUTIONjATH~ ARTICLE SETTING FORTH THE DUTIES AND RE-

SPONSIBILITIES or THE PRESIDENT. WHAT POWERS DOES IT GIVE? How SPECIFIC IS THE 

GRANT or POWER? You KN~ AND I KNOW, THAT THE ARTIBLE IS BRIEF. 

AP~ARENTLY ESTABLISHES A WEAK EXECUTIVE ~ DEPARTMENT. HowEVER, A CASUAL REVIEW OF 
/ 

OUR NATIONAL HISTORY REV 

OR AS STRONG AS THE MAN. 

HARDING HAVE BEEN KNOWN AS WEA PRESIDENTS -- WE~K NOT BECAUSE OF" THE DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES AS OUTLINED IN THE CONSTITU PROVISIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE 

DEPARTMENT, BUT WEAK BECAUSE THEY C 

BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T VISUALIZE .THE 

EXERCISE QNLY LIMITED LEADERSHIP--

CoNTRAST THE 

ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE MEN I HAVE 

JEFFERsoN, JACKSON, LINCOLN, TEDDY RoosE LT, WILsoN, YEs, FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT. 

I 
THESE MEN ARE KNOWN AS STRON INTER-

PRETATION or EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP. RESIDENTS HAVE FUNCTIONED AND ADMINISTERED 

WITHIN THE TERMS OF THE/ caNST ITUT IONAL PROV IS I ESTABLISHING THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 
/ 

I ASK YOU, AGAIN, TO COMPARE THE EXECUTIVE OFF"IC THE NATIONAL GOVERNEENT WITH THE 

MAYOR's OFFICE Of" ITHIS CITY. BOTH ARE ENTRUSTED WI FRE-
/ 

SERVING AND ENfORCING LAW AND ORDER; BOTH ARE RESPONSIB~ FOR COORDINATION AND IN-

THE ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTs, BOTH HAVE VETO P WER OVER THE LEGISLA­

TIVE BODY, A VETO WHICH REQUIRES A 2/3 VOTE OF" THE CONGRESS OR COUNCIL TO OVERRIDE 

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF OUR PRESENT CITY CHARTER 

CAN BE A LEADER, ~BE VIGOROUS IN HIS LEADERSHIP, ~COORDINATE AND INTEGRATE THE 

MACHINERY OF CITY GOVERNMENT. THE MAYOR OF THIS CITY DOES HAVE A POSITION OF INFLUENCE 
~~~ 

ON NUMEROUS BoARDS AND C0Ww11SSIONS; As AN EX OFFICIO MEMBER OF THE ~..-:erit:~l!l, ...e.c-

~COULD PRESENT THE OVERALL VIEW OF THE CITY, HE COULD AND SHOULD REPRESENT THE WHOLE 

CITY. YES, vUST AS THE PRESIDENT GIVES TO THE CONGRESS AND THE PEOPLE A REPORT ON 

THE STATE OF THE NATION, SO THK MAYOR UNDER 

BRING TO OUR BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS, TO OUR 

THE PROVISIONS OF OUR CITY CHART~R~CAN 
·~ ,,, «dJp• 41 

CITY COUNCIL~ A R!•; Ill'", AN" !!$1' !lffiB~ I O!Gi 

-hfu~)~a-4~ 
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ON WHETHER OR NOT THE MAYOR WISHES TO EXERT THE UlFLUENCE AND PRESTIGE OF HIS 

OFFICE, WHETHER OR NOT HE WISHES TO TAKE THE COURSE OF LEAST RESISTANCE, WHETHER 

OR NOT HE IS WILLING AND ABLE TO WORK FOR' PLAN FOR, AND FIGHT FOR A GREATER 

M INNEAPOLIs.~ / 

RECENTLY, MANY OF YOU MAY HAVE RECEIVED A CAMPAIGN PAPER KNOWN AS "THE 

~ 
RECORD" - A SUMMARY OF THE apeo•~ OF THE PRESENT MAYOR. FoR UUST A FEW MINUTES, 

LET US EXAMINE THIS PIECE OF CAMPAIGN PROPAGANDA. YEs, LET's LOOK AT THE RECORD­

LET's EXAMINE THE RECORD IN LIGHT OF PROMISES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 

LET US LOOK FIRST AT THE PROMISES THE PRESENT MAYOR MADE TO THE PEOPLE OF 

MINNEAPOLIS IN HIS ELECTION CAMPAIGN OF ..... 1941& 

THE PRESENT MAYOR OF MINNEAPOLIS PROMISED IN THE LAST CAMPAIGN ON MAY 31, 194J, 

THAT HE WOULD SOLVE THE GRADE-CROSSING PROBLEM IN SoUTH MINNEAPOLIS. As YOU ALL 

KNOW, A GREAT NUMBER OF THE CITY's TRAFFIC FATALITIES AND ACCIDENTS HAVE OCCURRED 

IN THIS AREA. THEY HAVE BEEN LARGELY A CONSEQUENCE OF THE TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

AT THESE GRADE CROSSINGS. WHAT HAS THE MAYOR DONE-DESPITE HIS PROMISES--- TO 

MEET THIS PROBLEM? LET US LOOK AT THE RECORD. 

SINCE THE MAYOR MADE THIS PROMISE, NOT ONE SINGLE GRADE-CROSSING IN THE WHOLE 

OF .. l. SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS HAS BEEN ELIMINATED OR IN ANY WAY IMPROVED. NoT ONLY 

HAS NO IMPROVEMENT BEEN FORTHCOM lNG, BUT THE MAYOR HAS FAILED U 
6 

TO •• 

DRAMATIZE THIS PROBLEM TO THE PEOPLE OF OUR CITY, OR TO SPARK ANY Ca/~UNAL EFFORT 

TO OVERCOME THE SITUATION. 

THEN AGAIN, THE PRESENT MAYOR PROMISED IN THE LAST CAMPAIGN ON JuNE 5, 1941, 

THAT HE CONSIDERED THE PROBL9A OF THE WASHINGTON AVENUE BRIDGE TO BE THE No. ONE 

PROJECT OF HIS ADMINISTRATION. THIS I~PORTANT CROSSING OVER THE MISSISSIPPI HAS 

FOR YEA~BEEN REGARDED II AS ONE OF THE GREATEST HAZARDS OF MINNEAPOLIS TRAFFIC. 

WHAT HAS THt YAYOR DONE •••• DESPITE HIS PROMISE ••••• TO MEET THIS PROBLEM? 

lET's LOOK AT THE RECORD ONCE AGAIN. 

THE BRIDGE IS STILL THERE •••• A LITTLE OLDER, A LITTLE WEAKER, A LITTLE MORE 
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DANGEROUS! NoT A SINGLE EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO MEET THE PROBLEM. NoT A SINGLE 

IPARK OF LEADERSHIP HAS COME FROM THE MAYOR'S OFFICE TO CREATE IN THE COMMUNITY 

A CONSCIOUSNESS OF THIS HAZARD, OR OF THE NECESSITY FOR COMMUNITY ACTION TO 

ELIMINATE IT. NoR HAS ~YTHING BEEN DONE BY THE PRESENT MAYOR TO ELIMINATE 

OTHER TRAFFIC HAZARDS SUCH AS THE NOTORIOUS, ACCIDENT-SCARRED RAILWAY TRESTLE 

AT 8TH AND WASHINGTON WHICH HAS CAUSED SO MANY DEATHS TO OUR CITIZENS. 

THEN AGAIN, THE PRESENT MAYOR PROMISED IN THE LAST CAMPAIGN ON MAY 9, 1941, 

THAT, IF ELECTED, HE WOULD CONSTANTLY BE ON THE ~OB. EVEN IN HIS PRESENT 

CAMPAIGN, HE I~EATING THAT PROMISE AND CLAIMING THAT HE~O QUOTE HIS OWN 

WORDS-- "PRACTISED WHAT HE PREACHED.u HE STAYED AT HOME AND TENDED TO BUSINESI. 

YEs, THE MAYOR STAYED HQAE WHEN HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

SEEING TO IT THAT MINNEAPOLIS INDUSTRY AND LABOR RECEIVED THEIR SHARE OF WAR 

CONTRACTs; HE HAS STAYED HOME WHEN t•R8Rt~·· IMPORTANT LEGISLATION AFFECTING 

MINNEAPOLIS WAS BEING CONSIDERED IN OUR STATE LEGISLATURE-- , HOUSING 

LEGISLATION, SO THAT WE MIGHT HAVE BETTER HOMES, - ~ LEGISLATION INVOLVING 

WELFARE, EDUCATION, AND EQUAL RIGHTS FOR OUR MINORITY GROUPS. 

WHAT, IN FACT, HAS THE MAYOR DONE TO MAKE GOOD THIS PROMISE? AGAIN, LET US 

LOOK AT THE RECORD. 

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT DUTIES ENTRUSTED TO THE MAYOR IS THE TASK OF 

ATTENDING:miK-AND PROVIDING LEADERSHIP TO THE VARIOUS CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

WHICH SERVE OUR COMMUNITY. THESE BOARDS AND CO~~ISSIONS PERFORM SUCH VITAL FUNCTIONS 

AS EITIMATING THE COMMUNITY's TAX RATE, PROVIDING LIBRARY SERVICES, PUBLIC WELFARE, 

CITY PLANNING, AND THE MAINTENANCE OF OUR PARK AND RECREATION SYSTEM. 

IT WOULD SEEM, THAT LEADERSHIP WITH aESPECT TO THOSE FUNCTIONS WOULD REQUIRE, 

AT THE VERY LEAST, THE MAYOR's ATTENDANCE. YET AN EXAMINATION OF THE MINUTES OF 
) 

THE MEETINGS OF THE BOARDS AND CO~~ISSIONS REVEALS THE STRIKING FACT THAT THE 

MAYOR HAS BEEN ABSENT AGAIN AND AGAIN FROM THE MEETINGS. 

THE BOARD OF EsTIMATE AND TAXATION HAS HELD, SINCE THE PRESENT MAYOR ASSUMED 

OFFICE, A TOTAL OF 82 SESSIONS, THE MAYOR HAS BEEN ABSENT FROM 37 Of THESE, OR 
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ALMOST 5Q% OF THE TIME. THIS DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE BOARD OF EsTIMATE AND 

TAXATION IS CONCERNED WITH THE VITAL JOB OF RAISING THE CITY's MONEY, REVIEWING 

THE CITY BUDGET, »IIIRMIM DETERMINING THE CITY's TAX RATE IMPOSED UPON OUR 

CITIZENS, AND SELLING OUR CITY's BONDS. 

NoT LESS IMPORTANT, IN VIEW OF THE PRESSING NEED FOR RECREATION DURING WAR 

TIME--IS THE CITY's PARK BOARD. THIS BOARD HAD, SINCE THE MAYOR ASSUMED OFFICE, 

A TO~AL OF 48 SCHEDULED MEETINGS, FROM WHICH THE MAYOR HAS BEEN ABIENT 32 TIMES. 

THIS MEANS THAT THE MAYOR FAILED IN HIS DUTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE PARK BOARD, 

TWo-THIRDS OF THE TIME. 

OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE IS THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSiotl. THIS BODY HAD A TOTAL 

OF 48 SCHEDULED MEETINGS SINCE UULY OF 1941, OF THESE 48, THE MAYOR WAS ABSENT 

37 TIMES, WHICH IS MORE THAN THREE-FOURTHS OF THE TIME. AND THIS, DESPITE THE 

FACT THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION IS CONCERNED WITH ONE OF OUR MOST VITAL PROB-

LEMS--THE PROBLEM OF PLANNING FOR THE MINNEAPOLIS OF TOMORROW. 

EVEN MORE STRIKING IS THE FACT THAT THE PRESENT MAYOR SINCE HE HAS COME INTO 

OFFICE HAS BEEN ABSENT, AS FAR AS CAN BE DETERMINED, FROM EVERY SINGLE MEETING 

OF THE LIBRARY BOARD. THE LIBRARY, LIKE THE SCHOOL, IS THE VERY CORE OF A CUL­

TURED COMMUNITY. IN OTHER WORDS, YOUR PRESENT MAYOR DOES NOT DEEM IT NECESSARY 

TO CONCERN H~SELF WITH THE WELFARE OF YOUR LIBRARY, OR THE BOOKS YOU AND YOUR 

CHILDREN READ. 

THE ONLY BOARD MEETINGS WHICH THE MAYOR HAS ATTENDED WITH ANY REGULARITY 

AR~ THOSE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE,OF WHICH HE IS CHA~RMAN. 
AN 

ABSENTEEISM HAS PERHAPS BEEN A PROBLEM IN WAR PLANTS, BUT IIXI IT ISAEVEN 

MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM IN OUR OWN MAYOR's OFFICE, AS THE FIGURES REVEAL. THE 

CITIZENS OF MINNEAPOLIS ARE DESERVING OF MORE THAN MERE ABSENTEEISM AND DO-NOTHINGNESS. 

FINALLY, THE MAYOR HAS LAID CLAIM TO LEADERSHIP IN THE MATTER OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE. 

HE IS, TO BE SURE, THE C~AMANDER AND CHIEF, BUT IT IS HARDLY CORRECT TO ASSUME THAT 

THE MAYOR ALONE ORGANIZED AND ESTABLISHED CIVILIAN DEFENSE. SURELY HE, AND ~L OF 

US MUST GIVE CREDIT TO THE WORK OF THE CITY CouNCIL FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
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CIVILIAN D£FENSE 0oRP.S- THE PROTECTIVE SERVICES SUCH AS THE AUXILIARY POLICE, THE 

AUXILIARY fiREMAN. IT IS A MATTER Of RECORD THAT THE CITY CoUNCIL ALONG WITH OUR 

DEPARTMENT HEADS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROTECTIVE SERVICES. 

THEN roo, THE EXCELLENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF' THE LABOR CooRDitiATING COMMITTEE, 

ARE NOT THE PRODUCT Of THE MAYOR's OffiCE. IN F'ACT, THE MAYOR KNOWS, AND LABOR 

KNOWS, THAT IT WAS ONLY BECAUSE Of THE INSISTENCE OF' CERTAIN MEMBERS Of OUR 

CITY COUNCIL, THAT ORGANIZED LABOR WAS BROUGHT INTO THE CIVILIAN DEFENSE ORGAN­
f>"'-l 

IZATION AS AN EQUAL AND PARTICIPATING PARTNER. i\CIVILIAN DEFENSE REQUIRES MORE 

THAN ORGANIZATION. IT REQUIRES ABOVE ALL, INSPIRATION- YES, AN INSPIRATION TO 

CALL fORTH THE VOLUNTARY SERVICES Of WILLING AND PATRIOTIC CITIZENS. 

~' AS I SAID IN THE OPENING SPEECH OF' MY CAMPAIGN, THE REAL ISSUE IN THIS 

ELECTION IS WHETHER OR NOT THE CITY Of MINNEAPOLIS IS TO HAVE VIGOROUS, YET SOUND 

AND CONSTRUCTIVE LEADERSHIP WHICH WILL ENABLE US TO REALIZE THE HOPES AND IX 

ASPIRATIONS Of THE MEN AND WOMEN DEDICATED TO THE TASK Of VICTORY fOR DEMOCRACY. 

c::;:::r j,, EJ ._, 0-v~ ~ ~~· 

-----~ u..wv 
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