
ThrougholJt the cours e of this municipal election I h!?.ve 

ccnsci entio..1sly attempted to eli scuss what I relieve to be the 

important issue s thil.t concern the people of Mk MinneHpolis . My 

listeners xixx know that I have presented an outline of a program 

aimed at K.»Xl.CX~ intelJ.ie;E:Tttly deRline; with mR.tters of OCNNat funda -

mental concern to our oomrnuni ty. 

I h;we repeatP.uly stated in the c curse of this crunpaign 

th.8t the pt:;ople of a city, or a. sV!.te, or J. n::;,tion have-- as one 

of their oo. sic democro tic riGhts-- thE> right to koow where the men 

and women they elect to high of f ice stt=ina on the mat Lerfl of 

fundamentR.l concern. 

so I have tre·1ted the im ·f]ediR.te :'tnd s!_Jecific i sf'. ues of 

concern to our community in g:re" t detail, a.nd I believe-- whether 

I am elected or not-- thB.t I hRve utilizect t he campaign period fo~ 

a sound and constructive purpose, and th:::1.t is acquainting the voters 

with problems that ought to have their att ention. 

Tonie;h t as we conclude the municipal ~ampaign I wish 

to dj scu ss -- not the imme d late c<. nd specific is sues of the c 'lmpaign , 

but J wish , ins teqd , to ax~ms:s:xXJxocx:klx~xi®kxixamX.i:mJOkx::tu:t present 

my views on the broad, totR.l outlook of our future as a democr~tic 

people . 

The immediate and specific issues, I think you ·v i l l <-<grce , 

t=trP i:nportt=tnt only es they relR.t,e to the basic course of our life 

as a KX::tJ free people eng11.ged in the difficult task of DWC:1J~ managing 
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their own affg irs . This war h1.s clearly demonst.mted two things : 

First , that in order for democracy to w rvj ve it must be ever 

militant against the encroachments of those groups that are basically 

opposed to and suspicious of the right of self - government . And, 

lUfil[YJE second , :t~k this war has demonstre.ted that a democracy is 

inherently stronger-- it has more genuine substf'l,nce , a e;reater 

creative source of human energy r-tnd devotion from which to drnw --

than is any other form of government . 

So I spe~k to you as one who is a fervent and devout 

dt~x:txxEJ!taxcdx:gx.ea:t as one who :i:JIXtend:tRXE!E rn s profound trust in 

the judgment of the people nnd wl'Yl believes that a. community can 

be no stronger than the mi bond of unity and common understanding 

that ilnks all elernentsJ and. all sections together. 

To me , aA I have AO often stated , democracy is a 

corollary of Christi::tnity . They are rela.ted to another lil<e convex 

is to concave . ~RDmE~E~ Just 1.s Chris tiq nit y i a the sp iritual 

expression of the brotherhood of men and the sovereignity of God , 
j_s the 

so XX democracy t~~XK~rRE~XmNX~~ the political x~ocg~~RdEN expression 

of this concept of fraternity anct loyalty to our Cre-:; tor . 

Democracy is , then, like Christib.nity . It is ruilt on 

the basic am fundFl.mental belief that man has al"l inherent dignity and 

worth , that he h9 s inherent e;oodness . It is l:uil t on the belief 

that all men are E' qual bE' fore God , no ffi9 t ':.er how unequa 1 )nDCI!U[Y: they 

kle. may be in their mental and .physica.l cap~cities . Democre.cy 

proclaims tha.t all men A.re eqw'tl before the law , and tffit n'o man 

is above the law . 

Democracy proc1D.1ms , too , that men Rhall be governed 

by leaderfl of thei:r own choosing, am that those le'lderR must answer 
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for their actions to those YJhO .,re governed. 

This meR.ns that, ifx<XK the democro tic faith is to achieve 

the greR.t ends t~ which men of good -will have envioned, that the 

governments we desi3n of our own choosing must be responsive to 

the needs qo.fx:t}q:e: R.nd de sires of the great rna s s of men. 

A. democratic government cannot a. f ford to penni t great 

sections of its populqtion to live in poverty, unemployment, slums, 

or insecurity. 

A democratic government cannot afford the exploitation · 

of me.n by man. It cRnnot afford the eleva.tion of one group above . 

another •. It cannot permit the domination of one nation by another. 

A world constructed on the democrn.tic principle must be 

a world thR.t practices the Christian doctrine of the brothe:rhood 

of all men. 

• How ca.n we build such a world ? t'le must first of all 

recognize that a democrn.tic world cannot be built without democratic 

nations. We must.r:e:~«~ recognize, further, that democratic nations· 

cannot be built without democratic local governments . And, finally, 

that democratic local governments ca.nnot be built without democre.tic 

i nd i v id u als • 

Democracy, thus, rests in the fire J. a. na lysis upon the 

individual. Like Christj ani ty, democracy draws its strength from 

the individual-- from the comman man. 

But mB.n must have a moral philosophy. He must be convinced 

of the neceRsity for tolerance, f~rx~b:e:xR~Mxkxt~x~fxmRE+Xf~~xtkx 

:e:xxeurt.i:xlxd:i:~wit:JXl8l:fxm.e:ro 1-te must accept the equ-'11 i ty of man and 

the essential dignity of men. 

Thus, democracy iG more tha.n a fonnof government. It 
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recognize that a democratic world cannot be built without democratic 

nations. We must recognize further that democratic nations cannot be built 
r 

without democratic local governments. W~ must recognize, •lllillilif;, that 

democratic local governments cannot be built without democra tic individuals. 

Democracy rests, in the final analysis upon the individual. .._, Like 

Christianity, democra.cy draws its strength from the individual - from 

the common man. But man must have a moral philosophy. He must be con-

vinced of the necessity for tolerance, the equality of men, the essential 

dignity of men; yes, the divinity of men. 
more than a form of governmenti It is 

~~...tx.-

In other words, democracy is 
t and a way of life. It is 

o0'\.6....--v., ~ 
a set of moral values. ~ ...... ;;~P.=~.W--~~--~~ .. Rpolitical action~ 

We as citizens of a 

great only the legal right to vote, we have a moral 

remain apathetic to our political responsibilities, 
the democ ratic f aith which we profess. Now 

obligation, as 
-ro s; L.«lllrL y 

is ~38~"-._~------~• 

more than ever before, we 81111 t• Rs must reaffirm our belief in free 
~ 

government. We must prove the adequacy of our~ institutions not only by 

military victories Jbut by our vigorous participation in the political life 

of our community. Yes, freedom is a precious possession. Each and every-

one of us is its custodian. , . ~ Tomorrow we tM!' ; pl1 .r Minneapolis are to have one of the 
" great opportunities accorded the people of a democratic nation - the 

right to vote. Reflect for but one moment on the plight of our conquered 

allies. The people of Norway, of Poland, of Holland, Belgium, Czecho-

slavakia, Denmark, Greece, and Jugos~avia are impatiently awaiting this 

democratic privile ge. I am sure that if the ~ople of these natio ns could 

but vote tomorrow, tyranny in Europe would mee t its long overdue death. 

Ballots, like bullets, can crush dictatorship . 

I say to you, therefore, tha t tomorrow we must display the 

s Pme determination in making democracy live at home, as ~ are now 

doing on the battle fields to insure its living in the world. Your 
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vote will signify your determination to see ~a living reality. 

It is not enough,~ .... ._ __ to merely de~end democracy or, 

as we say, "The American way of life." ~ To defend itAmay be to lose it, 

to extend it is to strengthen it. Democracy is not property; it is an idea. 
~ 

Military victory (}Q a1m ~sat may not me s.n t he preservation of this idea. 

It is entirely possible that the viciousness of fascism may infect our 

lives until we have lost the faith of a free people. That is why in 

total war the military and economic aspects are not more important than 

the war of the s pirit or the idea. We must pedapture the audacious 

enthusiasm of democracy, a belief in the common man, a faith in our - -

selves and our God--these are the fundamentals of a free people . We must 

become so convinced of the essential soundness and truthfulness of the 

democratic idea that no amount of defeat, sacrifice, or suffering can 

weaken ourcaonviction and loyalty to t he principles on which we live. 
,,: 

We must be such devout adherents t. the democratic philosophy 

that in t he process of crushing the dragon of Fascism, we do not besmirch 

ourselves in t he dragon's blood. This nec essitates an understanding of 
1'he 

the causes of the present war and the responsibilities for~ future world 

order that be~ongs to America. Planning for a future and better woDld 

will be of little use if we do not profit from our past experiences. 

The mistakes tha t have been made Shall provide the experience for the 

d. 

hope of democratic government lies in t he wisdom and v rttre 

Surely if this century is to be the century of the common 



s. 

man, then the plain people, the little ~eople, must be intellectually 

and morally e quipped to make the right decisions. If America is to assume 

her proper place in a world needing rebuilding and redirection, this 

America must have the impelling force of p ublic will to carry through. 

There can be no return to normalcy, no renunciation of our responsibility. 

We cannot repudiate a suffering humani t y ±wm twice in one generation 
J~ and still profess to be a democratic and Cl:w4.1i1tia:a people. .Either we 

recognize and practice the basic principles of our moral and political 

faith - the dignity of the individual, freedom of conscience, and 

the brotherhood of mankind, orewe forfeit the privile ge of freedom and 

the claim ... ~o decency. our. task is . a).most ove7POJ~ring~he w~r:,ld expec~ 
' {.Q, 

so much, and a s yet we are readw do so little. This ti~e we must not 

~~~TG~~~~~~~~~~~' 

This war will not be won by men and machines alone. Total 

war is more than~ and economic warfare. It is a warfare of 

ideas and ideologies. The idea of democracy is our most dynamic weapon. 

The world is hungry for libera tion, for a chance to live as fr ee people. 

f . 

~ 

The Power of an idea, the courage t hat comes with ·reason and unders t0 nding-
~ 

these are the indomi table, theAsecret weapons of a free neople. Total 

war must bring more than military victories, it must bring more than 
~ ~~ 

the defeat of the enemy . ~Victory will come a new and 

better world. The hope of total victory lies in t he willingness of the 

people of democratic faith to dream new visions, to chart new plans of 

social organization, to dare to try new ideas and make the so-c alled 

impossible a living reality. W:e ""13'6 '"'= aptur2 l}•e Ei!ldec iptl:J enthu:si~m .. 

-of 4 ?Jae 11 &ey. Democracy is ~ a social system of the status quo. It 

is a challm ge for the future. It requires more of courage and bol dness. 

mlsl:l-5 Pae'8 its faith oii a belief itt blro eo&aott mmt, a fuitlx 11'1 tl•eqsa,,ree 
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"-­Democracy is e co~st nt challen e . It requires the 

best of everyone . It cPnnot be bou t in the m~r et l ace . 

It c.nnot be legislc.ted . hil it is seemin ly e k ; it 

is in re lity ~azi~gly strong. But it demands ttnu 

continuous replenishment from the rQnk nd fi le of the citizen 

body--tnat gre t fountainhead of potential lefldership . It 

l_ves o~ly where men are willing to think -nd study, · 1 n 

nd chieve , sncrifiee and give . Yes, it 1s the "rocky ro d '* 

ut its dur bllity , its essential oerf eetability1 is uneou lled . 

Lt1dles and gentlemen, "19 who live in a democrnc:r C'-'nnot 

affo~d to forgot that government is the one business that 

4elo~ s to ~11 of us; I t is , in fact, our bi --~est busi:r.1ess . 

'e re All sh reholders in it . hethnr )Ur aha es nc 

div~dands in terms of fraedom ~nd r od 1 tfe fllll d nd 

on ur interest nd our ·'lillin nes t rt; 1 ~ t in the 

democ r . l ic Jroc-oss . It ··Jill depend on mu• ele tion of le cera 

~sn~ine uoral nd socl 1 pu pose . 

Surely, then, ever one of us can s££ord 10 m.nutes 

tom,rrow to v-lsit tne voting bo)th. For there is t he eita.cel 

of our freedom . 

Be-Lore closing, I should like to once a i express 

,~ themks to t::~ll of o10U whn h ve flive 

: ur funds , ~1 our l e l d Y'-'ttr effort .1.n my behalf . I am 

proud tn t I c n number Nnon '? you ropresentat Lvea of different 

p rtics d different wP.lks 

trust c!ld nf your fricndshin . 'l'o the gre~t number of youth 

gro1 ps , ·O the mr mbers o:f the Univ rs l t1 f'ac lt .1 , to t ho 1r de 
Unions , to 11 of you in short who hn.ve laced y~ur confi ence 
in me , I extend my doepeat fr tltu e . 

Thank you, nd goodnight . 



It requires the 

best of everyone. It cannot be bought in the market place. 

It cannot be legislated. While it is seemingly weak, it 

is in re ality amazingly strong. But it demands KlUlt.tmuaa 

continuous replenishment from the rank and file of the citizen 

body--that grea t fountainhead of potential leadership. It 

lives only where men are willing to think and study, plan 

and achieve, sacrifice and give. Yes, it is the "rocky road" 

but its durability, its essential 

Lad~es and gentlemen, we who 

afford to forget that government is the ~e business that 

belongs to all of us. It is, ~ in fact, our biggest business. 

We are all shareholders in it. Whether our shares pay 

dividends in terms of freedom and a good life will depend 

on our interest and our willingness to participate in the 

democ r atic process. It will depend on· our ele ction of leaders 

who have a genuine moral and social purpose. 

Surely, then, everyone of us can afford 10 mi nutes 

tomorrow to visit the voting booth. For there is the citadel 

of our freedom. 

Before closing, I should like to once again express 

my thanks to all of )ou who have given so generously of 

~~~ .. ~, your t i me) and your effort in my behalf. I am 

proud that I can number among you representatives of different 

parties and different walks of life. I am proud of your 

trust and of your friendship. To the great numbe~ o! youth 
-lt> ~ li.l (1.:1 1 =~:a..-..- -

groups, to the members of the Univers i t y fac ulty ,A to t he Trade 
Unions, to all of you in short who have placed your confidence 
in me, I extend my deepest gratitude. 

Thank you, and goodnight. 



Friends and Fellow Citizens** 

This being S*nday evening, I do not wish to t ake this 

time to speak in behalf of my own candidacy. Instead, 

I should like ~~th you tonight a matter which 

is, I ~ , ~~impo~tance ~o all of ~s. I refer to 
.., fht.. ~ wtvt '/; 1-f 

the matter of democracy, and t o the challenge which it now 

fxwwwx faces. 
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