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It - s been . y hope tho.t thi entire e mp ign oould 

be 1ntained on a high level of debat d discussion orthy or 
the democr tic process. It h s been y hop th· t th present 

ayor auld see tit to m et my chall nge to d1 cuss the import nt 

issues confronting th people or 1nne polis d it government 

.ithout resortin to mud 11ng1ng or 1 nd ro inv ctive. Yes, 

I wantdo e thi oampai n ort or ducat on 1 for • 
critical day in whiol1 e live 1 ave no room for che p politics. 

it ha so often been tated, this i & a time for gre·tn ss; 

this is a t1 e for thoughtful scus ion; thi i s t me when 

issue of i port nc to the proseeutio of the r 1 po t ar 

pl nning and ound and conom1c · d nitration of gove nment 

should rec iv tb ttention ot the ver ge e "tizen. 

Throughout th cours of my camp gn, I ve pre nted 

a progr m of action, positive and con ·tructive in its · ture • . I 

have tr1 d to look to t he tutur s ell s to the pr sent. I 

have tri d to vis lize th . potent1a11tie or the ayor ts office 

and the possi bilities for leadership th· t xist in our torQ o 

cip l overnm nt. I ve d cu sed government 1 r or iz t~on; 

I h ve lyz d i th you ~ t lked 1 th yo bout juvenile 

d 11nquency, iv1ng to you a progr · of ct on po 1t1v 

· proposals· orthy ot co unity eonwid ration. I have spok n about 

po.t r planning, utilizing th reports of our C ty P1 ng Co -

sion, nd pledgin th t I ould nstitute a post r civic 

development council c pa.ble of c rrying throug 1 constructive civic 



,. 
and co :ua1ty development. Yes, I ve poken of law entorcf!ment. 

~ U· er tb · terms of our ci. ty chart r • the ayor h e le al re pons1-

b1l1ty t r the m intenanc of ·J. w and order., !'her 1 · no ne d ot 

8_ ... _ th1 point; it 1 p o1t1c n4 ll ... d fin d, AI 1n let 

e tate, I w nt the respon 1b111tr tor l w •ntorc ent nd I 111 

entorse the law. A B."f.Or ot th1 city, I ' v pl ged tb t I 

till actively nd wholehe rtedly coop r t with our county beritt, 

our county attorney, and our City Council nd ll other duly 

in tituted autboritle rt pons1bl tor l w nforc ment, It i s my 

opin on that uoh prop n 1 on high 1 vel, t t ch a pro r m 

1 devoid ot mud slinging nd that you, th p opl · ·, are inter sted 

1n ueb propo l -

On mor worc.\ bout 1 ntoro m nt. I do not · ve 

to teU you whether th r 1s ad quat l w nto em nt. I do not 

have to tell you beth r ther r illicit operat on • uch 

bl1ng1 r e toerin t tter .. hour liquor 3o1nt • You know what 

go s on 1n th1 . city. You ve en tor your lv • Yo r tri a 

lmo wb t 1s oing on, You r d th papers. ou h ard the t t 

mant or our tormer 00"1 rnor. You ow h th r or not our boys 

d girl are p r 1tt to o 1nto~ l1q r t blis enta. Ye , 

yo kno wb ther or not thi city 1 cl , , ain 1 t t te1 

I intend to ~ore th 1 w as tabli .. h d by our t t le 1slature 

and I do not 1ntend to s to be re11 v d ot the r pon ib111ty. '' 

Even now tb pre ent yor 1 to b r 11 ved ot thi dutr 

H s recently t t d, "I did not lt tor the Police Departm nt 

or th r apons1b111ty tor law entorc ment.• )~one ca p 1 ng 

for the ottice ot yor or holding thut po tion n ed not sk tor 
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the duty or r spon 1bil1ty. l · 1 th r by th t r. - o~ the 

c rt r and 1t c _ ot b 1d ste p d. 

Y , I pr per on · upport n 1 

c ndid oy and to the co Wlity ole t t I want to keep th1 

c mp 1gn ol nand con -truct v but y-sterclay the pr sent Mayor 

ot N1nn apol1 tit to place th1 c p ign on 41 t r nt l v 1 -

1 vel of o pol1t1c •. He eh rc 

ot r ck t e:rs h ch rg d th 

overnent by r ek t er • Th s cha:rafi!IM 

e w th h v1n the support 

to1 t upon th labor 

w r st t p e1t1oally 

in the newsp per of our city a 

Upon r ding the 

reporters ot the respeet1ve new p 

me to the Mayo ottic • I did h 

the radio of l t night. 

yor, I 1mm irltelf c ll th 

d as d th to aco.omp ny 

so tb t it th 14 yor · d 

any 1denee to sub tant1 te his oh ea, it h ba y ba&1 ot 

t ci upon which to rest b1 claim th t you, tb p ople or Minne polis , 

could know th truth and th t you<:nuld .lm.ow it at once . You bave 

right to know th progr . , th olipy1 the uppo:rt ot y e nd1-

dat • 

!h n sp pers ot to4 ve r port d th n tur of th 

cont renee but st t o of th import t b ppebin : 

I speoitio 11 chall nged the K yor to otter proof tor his 

ccusat1ons. H had none to pr sent. His only st t ment was 1 

"Tbi i politic • tou run your o p 1 d l will~ · n .,n 

Th1 w only o issue 1n tb. oont r oe and only on purpos tor 

1t. !hat is u and purpo • w wbetb r or not th yor ot tbi 
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o ty could sub tantute his char aga.1:n t me or het.h r or not 

he w s resorting to lioio po 1t1cal d celt nd r l hood, 

I h ll cont ue to yor the n c.pology or 

14 n e to ubs ~nti t 1 charg • 

lxD st ni~ht I requ. ted over the r dio• by t legr ~ 
\ d by p c1al delivery register d il 1 tter t the yor 

~ pp r on . thi pla. tfor with · in ord r th t could disc.us th 

1 IU o! o p 1gn before th vot r of the city. 

1 a cher1 .hed rio ou t I sh l cont :ue to 

to meet e 1n d te at nv t1 , t any plac , o~ tore any 

group ot hi n choosing. & I v st t ·4 in my r io bro de st 

ot l ast ght1 "l tancl r dy. ::to p · from the pl ttorm at 

"f d te ot h1 boo t y 1 c ot his choo ing. I will 

cancel preVious ngage nt 

A 1n t s 1 th t you1 th peo 1 • h . a right 

to know bo 1 Jl'1ght 1n tb1s tt r ~ · o is wro .• 
' 

* * 
w l t s r.iz for you -1 t t .. pentki 

the e 1 t day .• yor s ch g 1 th the upport 

ot r cket era. e s char ed ~ t I have been to1 ted upon the 

1 bor ve~tent by r ck tee'l's. H mu.st either produc th ~v1denc 

o~ ret~· ct his st te nt and~ know and 70u ow that there 1 

not th 11 t t degree of evidenc or SUCh n b Ul"d C.har G• 

Be o s an apology to ; h ow an pology to the a or ov nt, 

a he ow s an pology to my sup orters and to the peopl ot 

J41rm apol1 • n I ~i:.:G.t th to n ~ t one · 
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1n th . crap v e o mpai • Do ou, JJr. yor 1 cl 1 . such 

1 l'aeket er? I want d f1n1t nsw r D. I a sur 

th t t~ . peopl ot M1nneapol1$ Jant nswer 

On b lf ot the ci t1 en of t nneupol1 1 I e arge 

th yor i th up plying ad te d tull an r · o the follo -

in qu tio 1 l t r lly did h ppen to your t1r t obi t 

ot pollee, • Hansen? 2. d1d your tirst Cb1et of Police 

turn 1n his b dg ? 3. ~!hilt is your r ly to the t n tt1dav1 t 

by Mr. Bourk: of th1 city? i, D you ot s y to th 

Oov rnor ot is t that th r r no ll-n1 ht pot 

op ratin 1n Uinn polis? 

I have be n s 4 by o of my rr end b},. some 

ot yo~ who r 1n this ud1 ne hy I receive th Ddor ement 

or the .. poll 0 ntr bor Onion 1 t ftUiat d 

ric 

cc pt d 

der t1o ot La r union • 

po~it on with the F d r 

on Nov ~b r 1, 1940, I 

government d1 tr et 



supervisor ot adult education act1v ti s ro:r the Twin Cit;v · re.._. 

Man, member of tr 4e union wer $tudonts 1n tbe class s 4 ftt a 

l t r ·date, rV1nJ 1n the capacity of tate d1r$Ct9'r of vocational 

trainlng and reemployment i.th the fs4er g·overnment, I served 

on committe which 1n luded embers of orgc.m1ae4 l bor. F1nat,._ly1 

. as a s1sta.nt area d1r ctor or th i1ar M po 1 r Commia:aion I hn4 

numerous cont ota with the l bor move EJnt of this o1ty s a 

counsellor ana as f deral gov rnm.ent ad nj. trator. Appar$1\tly 

my ervice was satist otory a~ having til d tor th office ot 

Jlayor~ I r ee1 ad the upport ot · 'bor t..nd it . ·endorsement. 

I hav mud no commi ent& to labor~ 1n fact, labor 

has not a$ked me tor ny t Yors nor tor any commit ent • I have 

r.aade no commit ents to bus ne$& alld bu in ss ha a teet tor non&. 

1 camp igning tor the otrtc ot M yor tor the city of 

Iinne polis) I r present no partioul~ r roup nor any $peeial 

1D.terest. I wish to r pr sent ll groups in th s city. J wish 

to be known a th eanrlidat who vi s the city of ·1nneapol1s 

a a unif:1t~· community ded1cat d to victor,-. 



It has been my hope that this entire campaign could 

be maintained on a high level of debate and discussion worthy of 

the democratic process. It has been my hope tha t the present 

Mayor would see fit to meet my challenge to discuss the important 

issues confronting the people of Minneapolis and its government 

without resorting to mud slinging or slanderous invective . Yes, 

I wan~o make this campaign a sort of educational forum. The 

•critical days in which we live leave no room for cheap politics . 

As it ha s so often been stated, this is a time for greatness; 

this is a time for thoughtful discussion; this is a time when 

issues of importance to the prosecution of the war, postwar 

planning and sound and economic adminis tration of government 

shoul d receive the a ttention of the average citizen. 

Throughout the course of my campaign, I have presented 

a program of action, positive and constructive in its nature . I 

have tried to look to t he future a s well as to the present. I 

have tried to visualize the potentialities of the Mayor's office 

and the poss i bilities for leadership that exist in our form of 

municipal government. I have discussed governmenta l reorganization; 

I have analyzed with you and talked with you about juvenile 

delinquency , giving to you a progr am of action and positive 

proposals worthy of community consideration. I have spoken about 

pos t war planning, utilizing the repor ts of our City Planning Com­

mission, and pledging that I would institute a postwar civic 

development council capable of carrying through constructive civic 
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and community development. Yes, I have spoken of law enforcement. 

Under the terms of our city charter, the Mayor has legal responsi­

bility for the maintenance of law and order. There is no need of 

arguing this point ; it is specific and well-defined . Again let 

me state , I want the responsibility for l aw enforcement and I will 

enforse the law. As Mayor of this city, I have pledged that I 

will actively and wholeheartedly cooperate with our county sheriff, 

our county attorney, and our City Council and all other duly 

instituted authorities responsible for law enforcement. It is my 

opinion that such a progran is on a high l evel , that such a program 

is devoid of mud slinging and that you, the people, are interested 

in such proposals . 

One more word about law enforcement. I do not have 

you whether there is adequate law enforcement. I do not 

have to tell you whether there are illicit operations, such as 

gambling, racketeering, after-hour liquor joints. You know what 

goes on in this city. You have seen for yourselves. Your friends 

know what is going on. You read the papers . You heard the state­

ment of our former Governor. You know whether or not your boys 

and girls are permitted to go into liqucr establishments . Yes, 

you know whether or not this city i s clean. Again let me state, 

I intend to enforce the law as establis hed by our state legislature 

and I do not intend to ask to be relieved of the responsibility . 

Even now the present Mayor is ask ing to be relieved of this duty . 

He has recently stated, "I did not ask for the Police Department 

or the responsibility for law enforcement." .Anyone campaigning 

for the office of Mayor or holding that position need not ask for 
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the duty or responsibility. It is there by the terms of the 

charter and it cannot be sidestepped. 

Yes, I promisedto those persons supporting my 

candidacy and to the community as a whole that I want to keep this 

campaign clean and cons tructive but yesterday the present Mayor 

of Minneapolis saw fit to place this campaign on a different level 

a level of low politics. He charged me with having the support 

of racketeers; he charged me with being foisted upon the l abor 

movement by racketeers. These cha~ges were stated specifically 

in the newspapers of our city and over the radio as of .last night. 

Upon reading the s tatement of the Mayor , I immediately called the 

reporters of the respective newspapers and asked them to accompany 

me to the Mayor -.•s office. I did this so that if the Mayor had 

any evidence to substantiate his charges, if he had any basis of 

fact upon which to rest his claim that you, the people of Minneapolis , 

could know the truth and that you~uld know it at once. You have 

a right to know the program, the policy, the support of any candi­

date. 

The newspapers of today have reported the nature of the 

conference but again let me restate some of the important happenings: 

I specifically challenged the Mayor to offer proof for his 

accusations. He had none to present. His only statement was , 

"This is politics. You run your campaign and I will run mine." 

This was only one i ssue in the conference and only one purpose for 

it. That issue and purpose was whether or not the Mayor of this 
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city could substantiate his charge against me or whether or not 

he was resorting to malicious political deceit aud falsehood. 

I shall continue to demand from the Mayor either an apology or 

evidence to substantiate his charge . ®x~EXXadX«xx~xtxE±gMXJ 

Xxx2~extR« Last night I requested over the radio , by telegram, 

and by special delivery registered mail letter that the Mayor 

appear on this platform with me in order that we could discuss the 

issues of thiscampaign before the voters of the city. Open debate 

is a cherished Awerican custom. I shall continue to ask the Mayor 

to meet me in debate at any time , at any place , or before any 

group of his own choosing . As I have stated in my radio broadcast 

of l ast night , "I stand ready to speak from the same platform at 

any date of his choosing and at any place of his choosing . I will 

cancel any previous engagements . " 

Again let me say that you, the people , have a right 

to know who is right in this matter and who is wrong. 

Now let me summarize for you all that has happened 

these last two days . The Mayor has charged me with the support 

of racketeers . He has charged that I have been foisted upon the 

labor movement by racketeers. He must either produce the evidence 
. 

or retract his statement and he knows and you know that there is 

not the slightest degree of evidence for such an absurd charge. 

He owes an apology to me; he owes an apology to the labor movement , 

and he owes an apology to my supporters and to the people of 
pressed 

Minneapolis . When I ~xRE.:tmit the May§.r to name just one 
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~ racketeer he pulled out of his hat one of our citizens, a man 

~ by the name of George Murk. I want to ask the Mayor here and 

now, is he willing tosay that Mr. Murk is a racketeer? Let me 

tell you something about Mr. Murk and let me also state he 

did not introduce me to the l a bor movement . First of all , Mr . 

Murk was appointed by the District Court as a member of the 

Minneapolis Charter Commission; he is a member of the Junior 

Chamber of Commerce; he is a duly elected president of the 

Musicians' Union; he is also a member of a local draft board; 

he was a leader in the blood doner drive, and he was a leader 

in the scrap salvage campaign. Do you, Mr . Mayor , claim such 

a man is a racketeer? I want a definite answer and I am sure 

that the people of Minneapolis want an answer . 

On behalf of the citizens of Minneapolis , I charge 

the Mayor with supplying adequate and full answers to the follow­

ing questions : 1. What really did happen to your first chief 

of police , M~ . Hansen? 2 . Why did your first Chief of Police 

turn in his badge? 3. ~~at is your reply to the ten affidavits 

by Mr . Bourke of this city? ~. Did you not say to the 

Governor of this state that there were no all-night spots 

operating in Minneapolis? 

******~~ 

I have been asked by some of my friends and by some 

of you who are in this audience why I received the endorsement 

of the Minneapolis Central Labor Union and its affiliated 

American Federation of Labor unions. On November 1, 1940, I 

accepted a position with the Federal government as district 



• ' 10 

-6-

supervisor of adult education activities for the Twin City area . 

Many members of trade unions were students in the classes. At a 

later date, serving in the capacity of state director of vocational 

training and reemployment with the federal government , I served 

on committees which included members of organized labor. Finally, 

as assistant area director of the War Manpower Commission I had 

numerous contacts with the labor movement of this city as a 

counsellor and as a federal government administrator. Apparently 

my service was satisfactory and having filed for the office of 

Mayor , I received the support of labor and its endorsement. 

I have made no commitments to labor; in fact, labor 

has not asked me for any favors nor for any commitments. I have 

made no commitments to business and business has asked for none. 

I am campaigning for the office of Mayor for the city of 

Minneapolis; I represent no particula r group nor any special 

interest. I wish to represent all groups in this city. I wish 

to be known as the candidate who views the city of Minneapolis 
~ · 

as a unifyi~ community dedicated to victory. 
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