
( Radio alk by umphrey r . -- ·/LoL · 10 : 15 ursday , J une , 1943 
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Kt the very begi~~ing of my campaig f or t e office of mayor of 

t i s city, I told you thct it ~as my purpose to be educa tional and 

informa tive in the discussion of t e political i s'" ues f acing our 

community . I h:..ve prese ted a program con~ true tive in its purpqs·e and 

broad in its objectives . My fir s proposal t o you, t e people of 

~lirueapolis , was when elected mayor of thi city I wou d establish a 

corni'li ttee .of re resentative citizens to s t dy nd anal. ze our government­

al structure in order to d~ter ine whe t er or not reorgan · zat_on is 

necessary . 

I 
our 

opponent 

in t i s c np ign has been silent upon th · s topic of governmen al 

or an·zat_on , and t no time as di s cu::;se with you t e duties of the 

ayor ' "' o _fice , the prese t or-ganization of our municipal goveril.Jlen , 

h's re ationship t' e city council n t he bo l'ds and cown · Rs ions 

of '.Yhich he is a m--;. ber . 

e sec on po ·nt in my pr 1gram centered around t e nee of postwar 

plannin g anr t:1e action that mus t no·, be t aken i _., -,~e are to prevent a 

s er ious crisis of unemploy ent , infle;.. tion ~nd poli t ica.l di sas er . I 

resented to yon , the peo l e of [i1mec... olis , a ten- po'int progr am emp a ­

sizin t e need fo r i nedia e em i der tion of far-re&c~lng plans on the 

part of our ci t y ove:::-n ... e11t in coope_" tion wit busines l abor an 

soc i a l ~genciPs . c y to 

T _ip in ~nli . tin~ 

I n ~ recen 

sp~ech I calle your a t ention to the nee ~or city pl aru1in he re-

I calle to your a ention 
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tJ. at on e br1lary 17 of t i year our Pla ng oiTDlission ;;>re sented. a' 

prooram calling or t e establishment of a postwar development com1c i l . 

o t is date the mayor o t is city ha ot rna e one ove to set in otion 

the or anizat_on su~gest~d by the Pl ing Commis ion . 

I ave dl cu~sed ith you the problen of j 1wenile delinquency , s et-

ting for th a seven-p~ int program de ne t o meet the risin tide of 

de'linquency thro 1gh t _ e coo e ... tl t :i.. on of governme:J.t and communi t~T agencies . 

I h e. ve dlsc,ls sed vith yo11 in an inforuo. tional a ri education 1 mc..nner the 

resp nsibilities of t e mayor ' s office as unilir t terms of our present 

ci ' y charter . 

weak-

e 

but se 

nizin , the changef 

by t _e war in our econ my I h~ ve with you on ~~,o 

el t io s iu of mo ern government t bu .J... ess and l <:.L bor . It is my firm 

convinction thr.t publi offici ls can no lo ger be bli nd to he treoend-

ous chan ,es tho. t 12ve t aken pl c.. ce in our in. uf,tri 1 life and ult ' mate 

effect upon ur w ole community . 

e . l adies and gentlemen, it ho..s been my pur po ~· e thro g this 

ca pa'gn to ring you inforn-t..:..on about the cit yo live in . •• to 6 ive 

you infor..n;: tion about the ad .. ini· tr ..... tion of yo:1r gove.,..nment . .. to s 0 1 

to you the importance of l eader hip in t office o thP m~yor -- an 

a ain I say , it is precisel y in t~is office th·t l Padership has been 

mo t l!.tcking in a day when it i,_ most neded . 

~ r-ovi~:i n~ of our ity C · rter , e 

'nhi , can co ry 

f or of 

f~ ence n e boo.rds and cor 

r 
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represent the w ole ci y . e cou l d and 

of our 

and 

many of y u ha ve heard and rPad a reat dea.l ab~·ut t e 

record of t he a min' str ation oft e p-esent mayor . or j ust a f ew tinutes 

let r ~ lon a t t his record ! Le t ' s examin~ the record in e light of 

promi~es , accomplishr:lents claims an ubs t antiat lnf vid ence . i r of 

all has t ho p:-esent mayor said one word about gov e nrnen al reorgru. izc. t inn? 

as e ever made a repl v to the former gov Prnor of t h i s t &t e who asked 

eapoli s city 
• 

ve n11ent? 

o "Br 

a o IT pre sen t o say ' about t e os t war p8~io ? 

· s silence l~a s one to believe t he we shoul n t be concerned ax to 

whether or no t our young men 'and women in the armed e v i ces o our 

count y _a ve a opportunity f o a decent job and' a decent orne when they 

return . city c..s not 

ta en one c cnstr 'l.tive step to implement or se t i n motion t e propos 1 

of the City Planning not called one confe :-ence on 

li ~ht of t e action of other mayors of t· er cities . 

ey c. ve or gani :'7.ed tair community not only for 

but a l o f or t he pos t war per i o<'l . es , t e mayo~s of ~ch citi e as 

Sy acu e, e rk, _icago , 1eve · nd, Los Angeles and others too 

nur.1e ous to M"mtion h ' ve moved ahetid on a p!'og,rarnof a ction · nd planning . 

hey a e repa!'in no" f o"' t e i nevitable day of de obi l tzation of our 
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armies an rec onver si n of our indus tr i es to peac etime product ion . 

~ ~ i ty st&nds out as t he one· examp e of a, major ci y in this 

countr w'1ic h as not a en one s t ep t o mse t t e prob_ems ho.t will sbon 

be upon s . Let no onP plead thrt 1e l ~ oo busy.fo such an important 

unrlertaking- . f'ur ~' ly if t P mayo of P.W ork, and the ayor of l.Caf!o ; 

and of Los ngeles , huge me tropolitan areas can f ind time f or po~ twar 

organizati. n , then we in ~ inne1polis . eve the ri · h to expec t s i ilc.r 

service and en erprise ror11our tnayor . 

Daily the nev·spapers of tl-ti c · ty report e s tat8men~ of our mc::yor 

in defense of i a mini"tr~tlon . V~ hear bou 1e a· . por t pro ject . '' e 

hear abont law e1 orcetnent . "e hPar about ci ilian defe e and ··1e ~e.r 

a out t e s~~ter en y In titute . oni g t , in t e f ew inut es t h t I have 

remaining , I wnnt to iscuss t wo oft ese i . ;ue Yit yoL. i:~ st of al l , 

let r ~ t ake a look at the may r ' s r gard t o the air r t project . 

he mayor f this city as critized my char es of i"' 11 do hot i g " 

il0s 'Jhy \Vherein cited t hat he ho.s been absent f ro1 t1e ma j ority 
• 

of t 1e m etin~ [ of t e boa rds an cor i s ion . Le me re- cite to you 

the rPco d of one p8rtic,llar bo .... rd which i s in e t al &nd i s toda 

i1nportant in t devPlopment of our win CitY Airpor t er in<->1 . I ref er 

s,ec i f ically to the Park oar ;"lich hhs recen l3; eleased a compre. ensive 
• report relating t o t e ~irport or~inal . hi boar ad a t ot a of £18 

' sc eduled rnr=- etinP"::; since t 1e .mayor asfumPd offic e . e ~~ been ab ent 

32 times , is means t ~ the mayo:- ~lled in his u ies it res_ect 

to the P~rk oar two- thirds of t e time . he e mPet ·n s are not un-

important . ot only does t e Par oe.rd deal wit recrect_onal f acilities 

but it h.::s eo:.n in~trumental , as I ~ve s ate , in the pla ·1ing of the 

ai~port pro:ect . et , ~aving be-nab ent al.no~t t wo-thirds of he ime , 

the mayor of t l1is city clfl im t t he , t roll h his l eadership , is 

respon ible o~ .e win _ty i port Project . e P~an 1ing Co ission has 

also boeninter~::; e in t P ai~port pr6ject . Yet the yor oft s c·ty 
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been a b s e t 37 times o 1t of a total of 48 sessions , · or · alrnost ' 1ree -

f ur t s of the time . 

Let e be more specific . On &nue~ry l of t~is year , t e ~yor of 

Saint Paul alled the f" rst ~eeting to disc ss air o t l e iilation. · Je 

'[ayo!' of f!a.int Paul he. time t o be present , but the '.Ia. or of -r.1inneo.polis , 

a ccording to our press , v•as not t ere . On ebruary 6 of t is yea.r t e 

overnor of t 1is s t ate too a 1and i n t :1e ai·' ort que s ion . Jovernor 

Qtassen el a conference a t e f t ate apitol in i in ~ t e represe tati e 

of t c win Cities o discuss wi t h i , and t e legi slc. tor s , nur.1erous 

bill s perta ininc; t o t e ~~in ity· irport Pro j ect . e ~,_ayor of c • Paul 

ed ti::ne to be t ere , but t e ·~r yor of Min·"lea oliC' wa a bsent ! On ~arc 

2 6 e ftate Senate via tion ommittee held ear·n~Ss on t he propo:·ed 

legi sl~tio~ t o esta bli s a _win ity rirpor t omission . Pgain _e ayor 

of thl city was too busy to b e present . Do you ca 1 thi s l a ers ip? 

Is t i s ··1at the mayor m· 3.ns w. en e s t &tes the, e ~a ins trurne tal in 

secur ing t e ai~po~ t project? inally a re cent i ssue of e i me ma'Sazine 

li::;ted hose cities w ich v;ould ho.ve a rea t f u ure i n air coJ11nerce an 

transportation . he n ame of inneapoli s w s cons picuous by its absence . 

u iness 

and civic l i fe in t 11.is community be given ro er he 

service t e e ·n pro1. oti t e win t Commi ssion . 

dec an 

r a en r y in t i. 

r c no-'- n ~ ... ow, . fur-x th Air o t wo t y ente 

and t eveals he:.t i success ad epe ed upon the o11e n who 
. 

c it for t _i a compli~h t , e 'l. t t Twin City 

the ~ inr ec.. olis star ournal of une 2 , 1 c43 , th~ 

ma;, or of t is city charged rue ·1ith exhibit_ng 1 t;~ure igno~cmcerr as t o e 
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m tter of j venile delinqu ency . e asserted tha t I am try ing to mi s -

l ead t e voter s . e ins i ~ts t hat our prob em of elinquency i s a nor 

one . Let ' s examine t i s statement in view of t he record . I f del i nquenc 

i s a problem of litt l e si nificanc e \f s · t necessary the fo r t hem yor 

of this city , a f e\ weeks before the p i mary e e ctio , t o appoint a 

com -.i t tee of 100 outstDnd ln._. citi zens , a corni ttee which up to t :1is dat e 

e c. not calle togE>ther .L or p~1si ti ve &ct · on? But apparently t he mc..o.yor 

f eel[. that delinquency i ~ a problem . v e c...ve delincuency 

necessita.ting a 100-m n conunittee , O J can it be th: e mayor ' ~ claim 

of 1&. enf orce..nent is valid? YoJ. can t hc.:ve alma t perfect law enf o"cewtn 

and ju en.i. l e crime o.t same tim~ . It rnuc t be e 'ther th· t he la v &re 

not bein~ enf orced , w~.i.ch precipitates a problem of delinruency , or we muE t 
L. ) 

not h ve a de lin. uency 
11 

and helc v s are being enf orced . I c..sk the mayor 

to rake up . is min(' whlc _ of these i tua tions he t h i nks really exist ! 

No7 let ur look at t e record c.nd see uhether o:..' n t L'lY comment ~ on 

j uvenile delinquency exni bit, ~ f the 1 a·ro!' sa.ys 1t ure ieno 'a ce . 1 irst o 

all , fo!' yo'J.r ·nrorm.:: LOn , t1.e p:ro~ram th:...t I presented to deal ' it'1 t1e 

robleu1 of juvenile elinc_uenc y i s the rec;ul t of "nsoli ( c. t lon and c f r ­

enee ,.,i t lea in, at thori ties a t oJ.r un versi ty in the field of E'oclolo y . 

I do not beliRve t 1at he mayor ·wo11ld wi. h to tate t lt .. t our socHol ;::;if'ts , 

who ·r dt=voted a life ime of c;tudy to ocial problem , ex.hJ.bi t pure igno:r-

. ~nee . Even mor im1 ortant , le ~ us loo < at the fL:ure~ and the f ~::tc . rel·- t-

in~ to delin ue cy . recent· report , f or exa!nple , published by the , venile 

PT'otection Con ittee of the Um e2poli~ C!ounc 1 of Parent- ec-cher fl focia­

tions , notes thct of~icials of the sc ocl board , t e pE k borrd an pro~ -

erty o•.,ner s ingeneral , ave expressed· alc:crc.1 aom .. 1t the "erious increase in 

van alism and de~truction of property . 1ousand~ of ollars of t e t x -

payers ' money , the re o:.."'t goes on to say , i s be· ne; we.. te in t e re.pl· ce-

ment of rrc li _ht~ , broken qchool windo s , ~nd par boa rd ,ropsrty. e 

fi ::"ures conerning delinquency ar even ·no r~=;. revealine; . In 1941 , for 
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example , there were 2100 co~plaints rec0rde aoainst oung people in 

our city . y 1942, hm·ever , tis fi gure h[..d ricen to over 2600 , an 

i c ase of ~11 in one year . - RXX V e r eas 1044 er e referred t o t e 

uve i~e Co,~ts in 1941 , there were 1 }16 l·st year . e e ic an increase 

of over 1 d! . o; t c.larmin~ , O' evP!' , L the increase in juvenile 

deli ~uency amon~ airls . ere were 358 de~·n~uen y ~~iai~ complaint 

record e again~t _i,.,l" in 1941, but in 942 t 1ere \,ere 603 - - an inc ea~e 

in a perinci of only on_. ysar of almost 70..- . 'T'he number of delinquency 

ca es amon~ girls actu lly referren to the co rt was 79~ greater in 19d( 

an · n l9dl . Tl-Jere is po wFn of tellinu how rr~ny young people who ~vi­

encc delinnue y h· ve cone unG. reh nded . I a "!.(" t e mayor of th ·" c:. ty 

where e ge or tion sh win:, th·· t delinqucn y is up only 3 in 42 . 

e inform±ion r ~ve give you is fr rn t1 })Ubli c ecords of thE" ennepin 

County Pr ba ion ffice., a d. re_ates to th~=> i ty of Unnea oli "' s ec :.ficalllf . 
es , a~ I [Ve said , delin4uency i~ directly I ~ fj ~IN v 1. t l aw en-

forcement , and yet t e mc..yor of tl.is city ha s t he audaci t to clc:..im thE.t 

unde:::' h'"' adnini stration the l aws ' ave been enforce<! . 1 t u loo a.t thP 

record again . Oi Dece~ber 23 , 1942 , fo,.,mer Governor Stas sen w rned loc·l 

aut orities to enforce t e l ·w, or the ~ta+e wnu move in nd do t~e ~o ! 

~e mayor of this city replied that he governor Ts sta ement did not 

( apply t o •J!innec...:polis. Only five d y 1· ter, or' Sunday, ec"" . ber 28 , a 

pl~ce known · s the ub Cafe at 1007 Sixth enue No~th was raide at 4 : 00 

in the mornin~ . 100 persons were present . This , mind you , only five days 

fte:t· t e m .... yor of t 1i:=: city informed our governo::..' th t 'im e · polis s 

"clean city . ·y o_Jponent has yet t o exp1ai wh.::. t e 1:- done <. oout t 1e 

17 affidavits pl~ced on ~s desk y a .r . Bourke of t s city - - 17 affi­

d its testifyln to the purcha·e of liquor on .unday in ·i eapolis 

est blis mP.nts . I ask you to recall the cumpaign of t c resent mayor 

in 1941. e ple eel to yo.1 , t e people of ·rinneapoli~, not only to drive 
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the ecket eer s out of t e c · ty , b t t o clo~ e u~ e j oi nts , t o do ~way 

vvi t e slot m2.c ine~ , an all the ot e r ga.mblin!_S devices . oes t e 

m .... yor of i~ city believe thc:t e has done this? l l you have t o do , 

my f ellow ci izen , is to go .1. to any taver , any recreat ion establish­

ment~ on .ennepin .Avenue , and yo ill find slot ·chines a- plent y . I 

don ' t believe the I n~ed to cit to yo specif ic examples f liquor and 

gamblin_, c::pots . o kno wha is ~o1n n in this c · ty . our child,..en 

know w t is he_l)pening . For ever-y place t c..t has been r ide , not her 

h~s been op ned . Ann str·nge to say, the places o ene have not ben 

lose , but hcVP bPen allo~ed to flourish . I say to yo , and I ~ay to the 

mc..yor , the lu s are not being enfor d ! a.u.bling and illegal l i quor opera ­

t i ons are lixi JL.iNg thriving in this city r · t i"" even more i m or tant , i t 

i ed gc u1 ling and vi ce , and it is not beinr.; dri v no t of 8 city 

y our resent administrat·on! It is interest ng , however , t o ot e th t 

j uc t bef or e election 8 ~ r spots h~ve been c lo~ed Not clo~ed by he 

mayor , ut stran e tr say they j st simply c~o2ed up f or t he durat i n 

of t eel ct ion . In t e presenc e of the mayor of t h·s c i ty I told im 

the pla es I am no· re erring to , an I c n tell him 1any more t h·t avP. 

no cloced . 

It is interestii~ t o see thEt o~ mcyor makes much o the cooperation 

v.hic e as exten ed to the BI and t 1e _ rmy nd 1 avy Intellig nee . L 

i much more intero::s t ing to note th2.t it was nec essary f or the FBI an 

he Ar - and Navy 

order to est bli~ 

veto come into O' r ci yin 

whlch wouln permi he 

members f our ar'Jled o:- es to be on our street s . 

t ' 

of 1941 

of t e Poli 

i 

orce . 

take yon 

t e 

oul 

onent 

o· ·ever , 
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Led ' e~ an gentlemen, we will co t inue t o look at t he record in my 

next broanca~t . I not'ce t rt the tactics no · employed by my . opponen 

in t i!:' col'1'!-_'oi n .aTe 'identl al t,.., thor U!;:ed agc;.i. l"'t his op onen of 

l 41 . 1 maliciou 1 and vic i ou whic:l)er·ng of unt u t hs and elibera e 

f&lsehoods , t 9 open c ar 6 e th t I ave the ~ upport of r a kete rs - ­

th-se t~ings were stated by t h e ~~ese t uayor in :is canpai ~ of 1941 , 

n.nn they h· e been re- t· ted in t :1i s c aT.~ Cl ign of 1943 . he ve told yon , 

t he peo e of· i e poli s , a~o rt my vi . it to the m~ o rs office when he 

chc.r2;ed me rith havin~ t ~ su. po~ t of racketeers . I e ve tolr . OlJ th.t 

he said i n rP'1lv· to rny e ·11e:t d th· t he e5..t hc.;r sub~ t&n te 1i s cl~ im r 

r et rc ct it , r..c. t 1 t h i s i ,.. poli ti ~ . '' I may be pol i t i s t o the mayor --

but t o 1"19 i i~ slander, fal se ood, <....n a deliberate lio . I e1 ain a~k 

t hbt tn~ ~,Tor of t ' is c1ty eithsr retr&ct h i s chbrge , or ~ive to vou , 

t p"'o_le of ''fim ~apolis , vidence to substa tiate h i s claimf . I 'c. i. 

timr.:> th~+ we enlighten t 9 political life of hif en nnm ity c. bout t e 

mirP o f:mear an eceit . es , I pro,os to keep this c amJ i r. clean 

and c on tructive , I propn:: e to dlc:cu'-' s it suec: nd policies -- not 

percnnalities . I propo. e to present a pr gra1n of &ct ion lookin& tow· r 

t:1e f u ture . I .And fin~ lly , let there be no .i. co take a o~t t 1i ·f you 

~ ~-;lectme MayoT I want the responsibility for 1<-W enforc .. ruent, a d I \.ill 

d"'/enforce t e ~·· I · m c~nv~nced the Police ne_·art nont wa1 ts t o enf orce 

arnx the law and desires a mayor th·_ t \!i l .l. ac: .. the .1p t ' 1ei r &ctlon . 

I knm that 19 public de: ires t t~ t t:v::! laws be enf orced . I giye you· MY 

sole pledge , and l et thL be a wc.r ning to t o e v.ho nov· degrade our 

government and our city y makin · unholy alli ·,nces th~ t permit illicit 
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operations -- I gi e you my pledge t1at t e l ows wi 1 be enforced . 

he good peop e of .Urr eapo is vd"' to see t is c ity c lean and our 

gove nment ef ic· ent . A govern ent responsible tot e people Till do 

this j ob , but yo , t e people , m st be militant i your upport of a 

can idate 1 ho i s willing to fight or wl-io.t e o~s to be r i ght . 
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