Friends and Fellow Citizens: b

This evening I want to review for you a campaign in which my
oppronent, the present mayor ofMimneapolis, has deliberately tried
to confuse, mislead, and deceive the voters of this city,a cam-
paign in which those who oppose me and the other liberal candidates
have stooped to the lowest depths of political decelit and trickery,
a campaign that has been char ri;ed by the kind of tactics that
the voters of Minneapolis wi%e’a chance to jJieeds-repudiate
on Monday.?tunalQ*"

Let me review the record of the campaign against me-- a record
which is duplicated in the tactics used equally against Robinson
and Rustad and certain candidates for aldermen,

On May 25 the meyor of this city in a slanderous attack upon
my candidacy charged that I was supported by racketeers., I know and
you know what took place following those charges, but, for purposes
of clarity, let me briefly review the record.

Upon hearing of the mayor's attack upon me I proceeded immediately
to his officq,accompanied by several newspaper reporters and told
the mayor that he had an obligation to thecitizens of Minneapolis to
substantiate his charges or immediztely retract them,

His only answer and his oft-repeated answer was: "This is
politics-~ you run your campaign the way you want to, and I'1ll run
mine the way I want,"

I then asked the mayor of this city to campaign upon the issues
and to keep this municipal election on a high plape based upon -souE

~a¢&,constructive examination of the issues that confront our city.



/ MFE;- following week I had reason to believe that this would

. be done. My supporters, however, were repeatedly confronted by
gossip and vicious rumors, There seemed to be an endless flow of
fzalsehoods and political deceit,

\Ydéééﬁgfiﬁé amusing things-- in what is otherwise a serious and
tragic situation-- is that when I add up the rumors that I am the
candidate of the racketeers, of big business, of labor, of the
churches, of the Repuolicans, of the Townsendites, of the Democrats,
in fact of every group in the community-- I wonder haiSmy-—epponenby

Many of the rumors that were circulated in this insidious whis-~

pering campaign were much more viclous-- assailing my character and
the character of my family., 1In reply to such political deceit and
trickery I want to say that I have confidence in the good judgment
and good common sense of the people of Minneapolis, Those who have
endorsed my candidacy by resolution, by letter, and by advertisement,
are the highest type of people in our community-- people of all
parties, people in all walks of life-- business leaders, church

leaders, labor leaders, youth leaders, and civic leaders, and I am

proud of the character of my real supporters,

T
1ls politics, tien, I say, tifere is only one _/
ne citizens. of Jinneapolis neft Monday. | _/

You may ask why my opponent resorts to such tactics., The answer

is apparent to all, My opponent resorts to charges which he cannot
substantiate, to vicious whispering campaigns because he is unwilling
or unable to discuss the resal issues facing thepeople of this city.
He is unwilling or unable to discuss law enforcement., He is unwilling
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or unable to discuss governmental reorganization. He 1s unwilling
or unable:tb discuss a positive program for posi-war planning., He
is unwilling or unable to discuss relations between capital and
labor, He is unwilling-- or unable-- to discuss intel;igehtly

the meaning of democracy in local government and the moral purposes
of the struggle in which we are now engaged.

Having longplanned an easy campaign with & picked opposition
candidate-- a factor which did not materialize because of your
primary vote-- thg;;a:;;; suddengly realized that the people of
Minneapolis were respondaing to e appealrgggégaépon a sound wed
conssmeetsyv: discussion of our problems,

Because he found that his defense of his two-yearsx in office
was inadeguate to secure him re-election and because he was un-
willing or unable to discuss the important issues, he became
panic-stricken and called in the political machine of his
recently-adopted party.

The cry of the hour in my opponents camp is_ggz_pne of victorx
in the war effort, It is notone of unity in this community. It is
not one of progressive governmental administration, It is not one
of constructive leadership.X The campaignof my opponent, in fact,
has degenerated into one ofpure partisanship-- a partisanship of
machine politicians and political bosses, a partisanship that asks
you-- the voters of this city-- to vote not on the basis of guali-
fications, educational experience, or administrative ability, but
on the basis of mere party label.

The liberzl and progressive Republicans who have enthus.iastic-
ally rallied to my support will repudiate this attempted dictation
just as they did when they elected Dr, Walter Judd to Congress.

But you know as I know that if there ever was a time when
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officials should be chosen on the basis oi Their quzlifications,
educational background, and experience, when the voter should look
behind the narrow confines of party label and special interest, it

is now, This my opponent has refused to recognize and he has dedicated
himself to re-election at zll costs, regardless of community or
national welfare,

You know what I mean. You know to whet I am referring.

The political machine of the Republican party on a national, state,
and county level has been called into this city to violate the law
and spirit of z non-partisan election, We have witnessed political
emissaries from southern Minnesota, from St, Paul, and from out-of-
state interferring in our city election and attempting to dictate to
the voters of this city,

But theplan hes not worked, My opponent knows and his brain
trusters know that thousands ofprogressive and independent Republicans
who have supported Mr. Stassen, Sen:tor Ball, Congressman Judd, and
Mr, Willkie are now going from door to door in support of my candidacy,
These fine people have put community interests above partisanship.
They have refused to knuckle down to the dictates of political bosses,
who only but a few months ago-- and even now-- are out to defeat the
-tdeeEsdic leadership of Mr. Willkieand those who stand with him,

Apparently these men cannot remember that reaction and isola-
tionism is a thing of the past in Minnesota and in Minneapolis. They
are blind to the political realities of an enlightened public which is
devoting its whole effort to the winning of the war and to the
building of a better world,

Ladies and gentlemen, the plan of my opponent to this date

/,..has failed, Eiziﬁ’came the charges thut I was supported by racketeers.

I demended substantiation or a retraction., My opponent did not have
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the evidence-- because there is no evidence-- (BxXEN fep—suvstantr=tIon

Tofepheesimese xRd nor did he have the courage for a retraction.

Second’came the whispering campaign, They, too, have failed., Such
tacties have insulted your intelligence and you, the people, have
answered the insult by your enthusiastic and whole-hearted support of
my candidacy, Thirq’came tne introduction of partisan polities, This,
too, failed, The progressive-minded men and women of the Republican

party have repudiated the dictates of carpet-bagging political bosses,

_~ And so as this campaign has drawn to a closg’yhe desperation of my

)

opposition has become increasingly evident zs their political schemes
all collapsed, -

But now at the eleventh hour we nave another-- the fourth--
political tricyﬁulled out of my opponentt!s bug, and this is the most
treacherous scheme of themg all.

Today'!'s newspapers have brought into your home a story con-
cerning an indorsement of my candi.dacy by a certain Mr, V.R, Dunne,
whom, s@ef—sess T have never met and whom I have no desire to meet--
an indorsement that I never solicited and that I hereby repudiate znd
denounce as an insidiously conceived plot to discredit my candidacy
and to disillusion my supporters,

Here is an indorsement that comes from a person who,in his own
weekly partisan newspapeﬁ,has condemned me and attacked me§ an
indorsement that comes from & perscn whq’in the primary campaign,spent
&ll of his time and energy assailing my social, economic, and political
philosophy-~ which, as you know, is based upon & sincere and firm
belief in the American system of private enterprise and political
deniocracy.

%NJ This is a strange story. It has elements of sinisterpurpose,

In 1939 and in 1941 this same Mr, Dumne-- then in ke a position of



-

leadership in the labor movement but more recently repudiated and
thrownout of orgenized labor-- supported the candidacy of Mr. Eide--
the same Mr. Fide who slowly and half-heartedly crept into an
indorsement of my opponent,

As a matter of record, as you well remember, my opponent in
his campaign against Mr., Eide in 1941 made the support of Mr. Eide
by V.R. Dunne his chief campalgnissue,

This is an interesting episode in our municipal political
life, t is almost like a fairy tale,

V.R. Dunne and his mew crowd know all too well that an
indorsement from them .s suppoed to be the "kiss of political death,"
They indorsed me in order to aid my opponent in his frantic efiort
tor re-election,

Yes, here we see the Kline-Dumne combination in action.

First of all, Mr., Eide throws his support to my opponent, This is
supposed to bring & large section of labor votes into my opponent's
camp, Then, Mr. Dunne, the original supporter of Mr, Eide-- according
to my opponent'!s own words-- indorses me in order to damege my

candidacy.

pas Mw
now here is the most™interesting item ofﬁ;heuﬁ%ﬁjf While
> M g
I em-- they think ..rEcetving the "kiss os-d¥ath" from Dunne,..several
., ,—5"’" L
of Duneg;g o1d cronies, now Ledly £orgiyen*fﬁf“the1r past mis-
de=ds, are glv_qgﬂzhﬁi?ﬁ%lesulngrba my opponent hhhh Wheyugfter scouring
the lis more tggn~eo 000 members of organized labor, was “able to
nd Wlaed labor who were willing to endorse

—

Ak,
Now, what doecs all this add up to? It adds up to a long-planned,
supposedly well-t.im{ Kline-Dunne comb.nation which secks to meintain

political control of Minneapolis politics at zll costs,
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Ladies and gentlemen, as I stated throughout this campaign,
I had hoped that this campaign could be maintained on a high level
of intelliigent discuscion of our community problems,

At a time when the common people of the world are fighting
for democracy and freedom, when our nation .s engaging in the most
serious struggle &n its history, whenour city is faced with gigantic
problems-- candidates for public office here are under imperative
obligation to come to grips withthe real problems that confront us,
& real obligation to raise themselves up to a level of discussion /
that is consonant with the serious times in which we are living.

We have a war to win, We have a peace to secure., We have a
promise to fulfill, Unless we can dedicate ourselves to this task we

are not fit to serve the people of our great democracy,
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Friends snd Fellow Citisenss
This ovening I want to review for you & cempaign in which my

opponent, the presemt muyor of Minneapolis, has deliberately tried
to econfuse, mislead, ond deceive the voters of this city, & come
paign i which those who oppose me and the cther liberal candidates
have stooped to the lowest depths of pol.ticsl deceit -nd trickery,
6 cam;aign that has been ah‘;’;?:{;tl‘;““ by the kind of tectics that
the voters of Mimnespolis will/huve & chance to JBOULy repudiate

on ¥onday,

Let me review the regord of the compuigh ageinst B0-- & record
which is dupliceted in the taeties used equally against Robinson
end Rusted and eertain cundidetes for wideraen,

On May 25 the muyor of this ¢ity in a slanderous attsck upon ‘
my casndidaecy charged that I «as supported by recketeers, 1 kiow .nd
you know what took place folluwing those charges, but, for purposes
of elarity, let me briefiy roview the rocord, i

Upon besring of the mayorts sttack upon me I proceeded imsediutely
to his office accom anied by soveral newapspep reporters and told the {
sayor that he hud an obligation to the gitizens of Hinseupolis to sube
stuntiste his charges or immediately retrect them,

His only answepr «nd his ofteropszated answer wesg "This is pole
ities-- you run your campalgn the way you went $o, and I'11l run mine
the way I want,®

I then asked the mayor of this city to cumpaign upon the issuss
and to keep this municipsl election on & high plone bused upon JOUMK |
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o XK constructive examination of the issues that confront our city,

¥ The following week I had resson to believe that this would
be done, My supporters, however, were repestedly confronted by gossip
and viciocus rumors, Theore seened to be an endiess flow of falsehods
and political deceit,

By the way
Gne of {he gmusing things--in what 18 otherwlse a sericus and

tragic situatli Nee is that when I sdd up the rumors that I an the cune
didate of the racketesys, of big business, of lubor, of the churches,
of the Republicansg, of the Townsendites, of the Demoerats, in fact of
every group in the community.-~ I wonder how my cpponent: is going to
get any votes at all,

Mony of the rusmors that were circulated in this insidicus whise
pering campslign were nugh-aoru viclious-~ assalling ay character and
the character of my faniir. In reply to such political deceit und
trickery I want to say that I have confidence in the good jJudgment and
good common s<nse of the people of Hinneapolis, Those whe have endorsed
ny eandidacy by resocluticn, by letter, and by advertisement, are the
highest type of pecple in our comaunity~- people of all parties, people
in alli walks of life-- business leaders, church leaders, labor lezders,
youth leaders, and civie leaders, and I am proud of the cheracger of
8y real supporters,

Laedies and gentlemen, if the kind of campzign conducted by the
present mayoer is the kind of cumyaign that he wunts to rune. if this is
what he caells polities, then, I say, there is only one course openm to
the citizens of Minnespolis next Nonduy,

You may ask th& wy opponent resorts to such tacties, The answer
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is apparont to all, My oy, onent resorts to charges which he cunnot
substantiaste, to vicicus whispering compaigns becsuse he L: unwilling
or unsble to discuss the real lssues facing the pecyle of this clty,
He is unwiiling or unable to discuds law enforcesent, He is unwiiling
or unable to discuss govermmental reorgenizetion, He i: unwilling op
unsble toc discuss a positive program for postewar plaming, e is une
willing or unable to digscuss relsgions between ¢:pitel and labor, He
is unwillinge- or unsblee. to diseuss intelligently the n-aam of de-
mogrsey im logsl govermment «nd the moral purpcaes of the strugigle in
whieh we ure now engaged,

Huving long planned en ensy cuampeign with & picked opposition cshe
didate~~ o footor which did not meterialize beciuse of your prisary
votew~ the present sayor suddenly realized that the people of Minneupoe
lis were responding tc my appesl which was buged upon & sound SDEOTODK
ORI discussion of our problems,

Because he found that his defense uf bis twowyeurs in office was
inadeguate to secure him re-slsction and becouse he was unwilling or
unable to discuss the lsportant issues, he becswe penie-stricken and
eslled in the political muchine of his receantly-adopted party,

The ery of the hour in uy opponents camp L8 not one of vietory
in the war effort, It is not one of unity in this community, It is
not one of progressive governsental administruticn, IV iz not one of
construotive leadership, The campuign of my opponens, in fact, has
degepersted inte one of pure purtisunshipe- & partiszanship of sschine
politicians and politicel bosses, & purtisanship thaet asks youe- the
voters of this city-- to vote not on the basls of qualifications, edu-
csticnal experience, or administrative ability, but on the busis of
mere purty label,
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The libersl snd progressive Republicsns who have enthusisastice
ally rallied to my support will repudiate this attempted dictation
Just as they did when they elected Dr, Walter Judd to Congress,

But you know as I know that if there ever was ¢ time when offi.
cials should be chosen on the busis of thelr qualificsticns, educie
ticnal basekground, snd experisuce, shen the voter should look behind
the narrow confines of party label and special interest, it is now,
This uy opponent hos refused to reccgnige and he hus dedicated hime
self to ree-election at all custa, regoardless of community or natiofe
al welfare,

You know what I mesm, You know to what I am roferring, The
political muchine of the Republican party on & nutionsl, state, and
county level hus been aulled into this ity to vioclate the lew and
spdrit of & nonepurtissn election, We have witnessed political
emissaries frow southern Minuesota, from Bt, Paul, and from ocuteofe

fate interferring in our city electicm und sttempting to dietate to

the voters of this city,

But the plem has not worked, My opponent knows und his brein
trusters know that thousands of progressive and independent Republi.
c:ns whe hove supported Mr, Stassem, Zenator Ball, Congrossasn Judd,
end ¥Mr, Willkie are now going from door te door in support of my
candidacy, These find people have put community interests nbove pars
ua.m; They have rsfused to knuckle down to the dictates of
political bosses, who cnly but & few months agoee “Id OVEN NOW-- are
out to defeat the idsalistie leosdership of #ir, Willkie and those who

with him,
stand 0
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Apparently these sen cennot remeabsr that resction and isola-
tionism is & thing of the past in Minnesute and in Blaneapolis, They
are blind to the politiesl reulities of an enlightened publiic whigh
is devoting its wvhole effurt to the wimning of the war snd to the
building of « better world,

Ladier and gentlemen, the plun of wy opponent to this dete has
failed, Pirot,cume the charges thut I »as supported dy racketeers,
1 desanded substantistion or » petraction, Ky opponent 4id net heve
AEXFFPE nor dlﬁ he huve the courage for o vetrueticn, Becomd came the
whispering compasign, They, tou, have failed, Such tuotics have in.
sulted your inteliigemoe und you, the pecpie, have snswered the insult
by your enthusiustie and whole-hsarted support of wy cundiduey, Third,
came the fntroducticn of partisan polities, This, too, fuiled, The
progressive-minded men snd wosmen of the Nepublical perty huve repude
luted the dictates of curpet-bagying yoliticed bosses, And so as this
cumpaign hes drawn o & close,the desperation of my opposition has bee
gome Anersasingly evident us theldr politic:l schemes &ll collapsed,

the evidenoe.- bBecsuse there is no evidencee-

But now at the eleventh hour «e have ancthere« the fourthe-
political trickpulled out of my opponentts bag, snd this is the most
treachercus scheme of thea sll,

Today's newspapers have brought into your home & story concerning
sn indorsesent of my condidaey by & certaim Mr, V. R, Dunne, whom, XE
PERE) I hove never wet und whom I have no desire to neete- an ine
dorsement that 1 never solicited and that I hereby repudiate and dee
nounce as sn insidicusly concelved plot to disercdit my candideey and
to disillusion my supporters,
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Here is an indorssment thet em-r fros & person who An his owm

weskly partissn newspaper,hes condemned ms end atbtacked me; um ine
dorseaent that comes from o person who,in the prissry campsign,s;ent
all of his time and energy ascailing ay socisl, ecuonomie, and politi.
esl philosophy-- which, «s you kpow, is bused upon & sincere und firs
belief in the Americen system of private snterprise and political
demooracy,

This iz o strange story, It hus elewents of sinister purpose,
In 1939 and in 1941 this same Mr, Dunne«- then in & position of
ieadership in the lubor movesmt but more receutly repudiated and
thrown out of organized laboree szupported the candidscy of Mr, BEidee
the ssné Mr, Bide who slowly and half<heertedliy corept into an ine-
dorsement of my oppronent,

A% o matter of record, as you well remember, my cpponent in his
campaign agninst Mr, Bide in 1941 wade the support of Nr, Ride by
V. R, Dunne his chief campeign Llssue,

This i an interesting episcode in ocur municipal politicsl life,
It is slwost like & falry tule,

V. R, Dunué and his erowd know «ll too well that en indorsenent
from them is supposed to be the "kiss of politicul death,® They in.
dorsed =e in order to cid my oppouent in his frantie effort for re.
election,

Tes, here we se¢ the Kline.Dunne coubinaiion in acticm, First
of all, Mr, Eide throws his support to my opponent, This is supposed
to bring & large section of lubor votes into my opponent?s camp, Then,
ir, Dunne, the originacl supporter of Mr., Bide-- acecrding tuv ay oppo.



nent's om words-- indorses me in order tc damuge my candidacy,.

And mow here is the most interesting item of them all, While
I am.- they think-- receiving the "kiss of death" from Dunne, several
of Dunnet's old eronies, now supposedly forgiven for their past mis-
deeds, are giving their blessing to my opponent, who, after scouring
the listes of more than 60,000 members of organized labor, was able to

find only seven members of organized labor who were willing to enderse
him,

- Now, what does all this add up to? It adds up to a long-planned,
supposedly wall-tinodxlinsununna combination which seeks to waintain
political control of Minneapolis politiecs at all costs,

Ladies and gentlemen, as I stated throughout this cumpaign, I
had hoped that this campaign could be maintained on a high level of
intelligent discussion of cur community problems,

At a time vhen the common pecple ofthe world are fighting for
democraey and freedom, when our nation is engaging in the most serious
struggle in its history, when our city is faced with gigantie pro-
blems-~ candidates for publiec office here are under imperative obliga-
tion to come to grips with the real problems that confront us, a real
obligation to raise themselves up to & level of discussion,that is
consonant with the serious times in which we are living,

We have a war to win, We have a peace to secure, We have a
promise to fulfill, Unless we can dedicate ourselves to this task

we are not fit to serve the people of ocur great democracy.
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