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We have Just passed through a week of wvietory, & week of

good newg, a week of triumph. Our armed forces and those of our

gllles have dellvered powerful blows to the Axls. The sweep of

our grmiee in Silelly i1s nothlhg short of a military mlracle; the

capture of Munda by our men in the Southwest Pacific brings us

ever cloegsr to the hour when we shall crush the Japanese; the

victoriegs of our Rugelan Allles at Orel and Belgorad are momentous

in military significance -- yes, we can, we will, and we must win

thls war. The combined strength of thé United Matlone will prove

to be an irresigtable force. We have proved to the world that a

gemocracy can and will fight even more effeetively than a dic-

tatorship.l Qur ever growing military strength 1s nothing ghort

of & modern miracle. Yes, we can be Juetly proud of the part
America 1s playing in thie war, We can honestly say that never
in our history have we done so well. Never in our hilgtory have
we produced so much, equipped an army sc adequately, or performed

such brilliant military strategy. Our Commander-in-Chief hae

well done, Mr, President.
\ i Ags & natlon, we are not war-weary. Our morale is higﬁ; our (
determination for total victory grows by the hour, America 1is

vigorous and dynamic in ite war program. The great guestion that
haunte the minds of millions of cur people ig,; will America be as
vigoroug and ag dynamic 1in gsourlng and prosecuting a peace pro-
gram? Will we meet the challenge of peacetime production as we

have the demandg of wer time production? Wi1ll we be as solicitous

of the welfare of our youth 1n the years following this war as

we have been during the war? Eyery mother and fether, every work-
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mobillzed a nation for war, and even hls sternest critic must say, aﬂqk-
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ingman, every business man silently wonders, what of the future?
Where do we go from here? To be sure, we have not won the war --
we have dark days ahead, but let there be no doubt about it, we
will win}) Workers must not permit recent victorles to slow down
production —- now ie the time to step up production -- we have

he enemy on the defengive, let's see to 1t that our armed forces
nd our allies receive the war material for a knockout blow!

erican lebor hasg & promise to keep -- American business has an

bligation to fulfill -- the promise and obligation of making
America the arsenal of Democracy.

We were caught napping at Pearl Harbor, Those were dark and
trgglic days follogiﬁg Decémber 7, 1941, Not only were we inadle-
quately prepa'-¢jfor war in men and materlals, bdt eve: m;'é we
were pcycholo%;c--ly, mentally unarepnxmbﬁl Bét therg-ié no mis-
take about it, althodgh we were not ready “br war " Ddcember 2
1941, our government had\been making Pl?ﬁé for gur defense, and
ag you we11.remember, the dsfense progfam hal been started, Alr-

craft f“ctqries were belng consiructy ”,'anks were bging built, the

army was ehlarged, the navy expan.~-;w* es, fhEprmsdsg the production

-

program ofltoday, the vicfgioﬁ -nar M™off our armies, \the victories
of our navy §Wd~airrbrce az# due ir no_f‘fll part, to\the forward
looking plans of our gzowernment an& e ecialy our preaiaent, in the
days before Pearl Hearbor., In spilte 0? the glib“gnd general criti-
elsms of arm-cp@ir strateglsts, we were more preparsd for war on

December 7471941 than we are prepared for peace today. \VWars start

gsudden)y -~ we know that by cruel experience, Peace -- or a cessa-

tigh of hostilities comes Just as suddenly. We cannot afford to be

asleep for elther event

wl MPeOple today are anxious about the future -- the cloger we come
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to wictory, the more concerned we are of the peace. Even if we

.

. win the mar -- and that must be done first -- there ls no assurance
that we will win the peace. We remember the fallure of last time -~
and we know that this war hasg diglocated our economy much more than
in 1917 and 1918, Wartime annual budgets of over 100 billion dollars,
19/midlion men in uniform, %gtmillion var workers, and approximately
10 millions new workers called by industry are steggering statistics
~= reminding us af the magnitude of our job of reconversion to a
peace-time economy. Then too, before World Wer I, we had not ex-
perienced a depression that lacted for almost 10 years. We had no
memories of a year ;1ke 1922 with ite stock market crash; we never
knew of 15 million unemployed persons, Our immedlate past -- the
Years before this war,‘were years of economic crisis, broken homes,
unemployment, all adorned by the gruesome spectacls of a world
being pushed around by dictators. The 20 years preceding Pearl Harbor,
were 20 years of speculation, frustration, and in =some areas of the
world, political and econjﬁic atagnetion. We are worried about the
future, because we can iét remember the past. We know that the
failure of the allled natlions to esteblish a successful peace last
time produced the war this time. We know that a major depression
in the poet-war period can bring the end of democracy here and abroad.

With these thinges 1n mind, Amerilcens not only want to fight against

fasclsm and all that it means, but Americans on the battle front,
and on the home front want to fizht for democracy and zll that it
means., Americans today want a better world, but even more they want
a better America. Yes, the common man feels a sense of shame gbout
thinge as they were, and at the same time a senge of gpiritual re-

birth zhout the new world he envisiong, All of this gsacrifice cannot

be in vain! The people will be heard; the new ldeas, the new goals
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for democracy must be interpreted into understandsble prdposala.
(P Our peace alms can be war weapons which in the end may determines the
outcome of the military struggle in which we are now engaged. We
who profess democracy must prove to the world by our vision and our
planning what kind of a world we wish to live in, We must statle
now that we look to and plen for (£9¥st) the fullest poseible devel-
opment of the human personality, in relation to the common good,;ﬁnaﬂq
'&ﬁittﬁw a framework of freedoms and rights, of Justice,; of liberty,jequality,
and the congent of the governed, In order to protect and secure the
\ principles of our democracy, wqdpledge (sec@ﬁdly) the fullest possible
development of our productive cgpacity, with full employment, and
equal access to g minimum of gecurity and living standards, We belleve

that politicel freedom and economic sscurity are not incompatible,

but are inseparable, Finally, recognizing the mecessity for peace

and world order, and in fulfillment of our belief in the brother-

hood of man, weApledge our ungualified support and leadership in estab-
lighing an effective system of world orgenizatlion outlawlng violence
and imperialism in international relations. Here we gee three factors

-- democracy, a dynemic economy, and peace -- united in a2 political

\ syétem, This is our challenge for the future -- it is the agenda for

Amerlcan Democracy.

5 Epeak of

fiomy -- Oy in other WOrdg,—a

B Can we make an orderly
trangition to peacé without serious unemployment and inflation? MlNay
we feel regsonably sure that never agéin will any large poeption of

our adult population be unable to find opportunity to work and gain

a decent livelihood? Can we cope with problems that are sure to

arlge in connection with public debt, expenditures, anfl taxation?
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And finally, can we so manage our affairsﬁ;hat not only these endse
ghall be accomplished but alsc the essentlals of our democratic in-
stitutlong, freedom of the individnal and freedom of enterpriee,
ghall be preserved and strengthened? All of thﬂ’&uestione must be
answered 1f we are to remove Eggréoubts and anxlety p»eeer® and thus
permit the kind of enthuslastic war effort that wlill speed the vic-
tory. We cannot trugt the future to guess-work and luck. W= must
bage our expectations on careful planning and understanding.
"Planning" is a term or word that has received a bad reputation

in America., We think of planning as a kind of regimentation -- as

unamerican, Yet; our hilstory reveals a noble heritgge of plans and
planning. 1In the days of Washington;r?efferson, Adamg and later in
the time of Henry Clay with hils program of internal improvements,
plang were made and carried out in a manner that stirred men's souls,
Today, we ean and muet recapture that early american enthuslasm.

We must make the promise of American life a reallty for all of us --
not Juet a part of us., But gmr planning must be fggg planning" --

it must e such that we all have a share in it, Businegs, labor,

farmer, educator, and government must work as a team.! Not only must

i

plans be made, but they must be discussed and analyzed, until our
program represents the finlghed product of 2ll groups and interests.

We must all know that plans are being made, and that they are the

kind of plans we want. '
Today, American business ié planning for the time when the guns

stop firing -— labor ig planning, but 1its volce 1s far too weak. The

millions of workers in America have everything at stake in thig task
of attaining full employment and gecurity, Government 1z planning --
but our Oongress has seen fit to stop the work, Scmething ls wrong

in the pleture -- planning is going on, but apparently government and
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labor are being left out in the cold. Planning for the post-war

» period cannot be looklxhupon as the gpecial privilege of any one
group, If it has taken the combined and united tx.effort of govern-
ment, business, labor and farmer to mobilize America for war, will
1t require less of g unified team, less of an effort to organizziuu
America for a prosperous and stable economy in peace time? [ Surely
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buginess ghould and must give of its time and gtudy to formulating

plang for production in the peace time economy, but labor must do
likewlge. Labor must prepare 1ltg program; labor must make Known lts
demands, 1its ideas for the future, Labor must obtaln the best of
technical sssisgtance in order to clegrly present 1ts case, and then
proceed lmmediately to inform 1its membershlp of the plans. But how
about government? Has our government lgnored the Job of post-war
planning? Not at all. On March 10, 1843, President Rooasevelt sub-
mitted to Congress for its consideration a report of the National

Resources Planning Board, That report embodled a plan for posgt-war

America -- a plen grmdesilyroominz to—se known as the "American
Charter", Although the report embodied the recommendations and findigx
findings of some of our foremest economists and soclzal sclentists,

the Congress and the press have practically ignored its very exls-
tence, The report was not spun ocut of thin alr, or thought out

overnight by one man or e group of men, It ig the product of WS'a‘JM

research, and investigation,
AL
ot the mgXimum use and
development of the resources of the nation in order to achleve the
soclal goals that the wholé& community regarde ss desirable, The
National Resources Planning Board report'is not just gloriflied soclal
security, 1t cutlines a constructive program for the expansion of

private enterprise, calling upon government to £1ll 1n the gaps and
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to assure a minimum of security and living standard. This report
should recelve the attention of every man and woman. It may not be
adequate; 1t may be too far reaching; but to ignore the findings and
recommendatione ie not only unfortunate but also unwise. We will
never be ready for peace, by closing our eyes and eavoilding intelligent
observation and digcussion. We can not successfully plan for the
post-war period by having each group going ites own way and avoiding

contact or digcussion with the other. The Congress must act and act

.EEE: If the Natilonal Resources Planning Board 1ls to be ellminated,
and 1t has been, then let Congress establlsh a new commlssion and
direct 1t to coordlnate its efforts with representatives of business,
labor and farmer. We cannot afford to plsy politics with the future
of America. We cannot afford the luxury of indulging in wishful

thinking about either a "post war depression" or & "post war boom" —-

both willl leave America prostrate and serlously weakened., Nor can

we Jjust desire & return to normaley -- 1t is the normalcy of the past

twenty years that produced the blood, sweat and tears of today! We
mugt remember that 1t required the power of government to transform
our peace time economy into a war time machine, It will require the
help of government to demobillize the war production machine into

the peace productlon program,

Wartime controls may be necessary durlng the months of reconver-
slon, Surely price ontrol, rationing, énd priority ratings will be
needed until preduction of peace time goods can meet the demand created
by the back-log of purchasing power. Once that business enterprise
reestablishes itself for normal production, the task of achieving
full employment cannot be 1gnored. The accumulated capltal of former

war induatries must be invested into plant expansion in order to in-
gure new Jobs, Capltallsm cannot survive by saving its money.
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Capitaliem can live only by investing the profits and producing new
goods and services, The minimum natlonal income necegsary for an
approximately full-employment program after the war will be not less
than $120 billion at 1942 price levels, By 1950 with a continuous
increase in ocur productivity we should hawve an income of around

$150 billions at 1942 price levels. Yes, the productivity of our
industrial system is go great that we must be able to produce an
enormous quantity of goods 1f we are to achleve full employmentJP A
large order, you say? Yes, inde@d, but one that must be filled, The
people of America know that full employment 1ls possible, They have
gseen i1t in wartime. They know that a national debt of $250 to §300
billion cannot be handled by a 1929 economy., They are convinced that
depressions are avoidable, It is the task of business,and gpve;nment
to meet the challenge or face the dlsastrousg consequenges of s
broken socliety and an enraged and disillusioned people. Buslness
and labor must work together, but on a basls of equality. The war
time idea of 1aborﬁmanagement committees should be continued into the
post-war period, Government must enforce the anti-trusgt lawa with
renewed firmnegs and vigor. Monopoly control in business must not
be permitted to crowd out new enterprise. Small business should be
encouraged by government through low interest loang and reasonable
taxation. American business must get over its "gentlemen club'
atmosphere and expand with the same courage and daring that typified
the early american enterprisef@d, Then government must be ready to
gtabllize the economy by & well planned, long range program of public
invegtment or public workg, | There 1g much to be done -- farxexszpis:
We need urban and clty re-planning which will necegsltate considerable
ity rebullding. Only through public works and public invegtment can

a program of such magnitufled be undertaken, City re-planning will
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call for long range projxects carefully spaced 1n thelr prosecution
by the need for public employment. America needs ten milllon new
homes, and after the war there will be considerable home repalring
and refurnishing, While the home-bullding program will glve a great
opportunity for private investment; =lum clearance and low-cost

housing ¥z must become a publilc responslbility(ﬂh;&merica needs river

valley and reglonal defelopment. The Tennessee Valley Avthority
has demongtrated the soundness and constructive purposeg of such
public programa. River valley end reglonal develoﬁment not only
adds to our national wealth but also provides many new opportunities

b
for private buginess.t?America has long needde general reorganization

and coordination of cur transportation faclilitles. Such a huge

endeavor can only be aecomplishéd by the planned use of public funds

in cooperation with the long range programg of private caplital,

L}‘fgerica needs an improved and strengthened functioning of agriculture,
‘Millions of acres of once.fertile and productive land are now idle
and unproductive becauge of goll erosion, There isg & great opportﬁnity
for reforestation, for rural electrification; for rural housing, for

the expansglon of rural sbhocl and health facilities. Public invest-

ment of this nature is not an expenditure in ordsr to make work but

raether is z gound and constructive program adding to our national

‘ (ﬁSL;;;E;gEh Finally, America needs an expanded soclal security program.

A dynamlc economy cennot afford to sentence large sections of its

population to &k= a fear of 0ld age, unemployment andl inadequate
health andxwEXfare protection, And a dynamlc economy cannct long
remain vigorous and sound without expanded educational opportunities
for the youth of the nation:_l

Yes, let us remember victory ls more than the military defeat

of the enemy., Victory ig the building of a new and better world,
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The hope of total victory lies in the willingness of the people of
demoeratic falth to dream new wvisions, to dhart new plans of soclal

organlzation, to dare to try new ldeas and meke the so-called im-

possible a living practisal reallty,
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