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.... a.V ~;;; "'t a se ro·~ a ee_ o victo~ , .eek f 

0 we k of triurr.. • Our arm for s and t vst. u 

all o ·e e v red po~ rful lo 0 t X s . T "' ee of 

ur crmi s n Sici r is no hih short ~f a mil tar mirac t1 

capt r~ of 'unda our men in the Sou .... ... nc ~ic brin s us 

ev r loser to uhe hour !len 1 crus t e Jap n se; t e 

victori s o our Ruceian 11 s a Ore un Bel~ora are ~o~ ntou 

in m Ltar_ sign f ce yes, 'e an, w _l , d.nd · ·e mus \:_n 

..... _ s v;ar . e com in st nu + of e U11it at 'o 1s :ill rov 

to b an irresistable r • , e 1a e proveQ o t •or t at a 

demo 

rowing tre ~t -s not -n~ s ort 

0 mo ~rr ~.ra e. Yes, e can be 'urt ~ .rou o e part 

s a:ing _ hiC' ~1ar . We can on t y GaY t'1at neY r 

in ur .. story hare :e o e <=>o 'It: 1. ·ever in our Gtory 1a e 

o ID'l'"' , equip e n army s a~ quate , or perfor ed 

s c br.:. ia m'l ..... ry str tecy . Ou1 o mand r - ln-C.-ef has 

mo i z a nation for wa. , ~ ven hi~ t n t cr t mu t a , 

-I 11 

a .. at · Cl" , Our u 

termin t n or v c o-:'y _, row our . ~"'~~r ca is 

vl orous an d·n n n its war ro ra • T ¥ ~rea u st on t a 

a .nts e .inds o m 1 · ons o our peo .. e is, ·.· 1 :'13!' ca as 

an yna~-c in sec r n~ '1 pr .... ecut ng a ac pro-

""' ram? \ - 1 .:e e he ch~ 1 ~ce of pe ce me pr uc .... on v 

.. e. re e ancs of . r ti e produ t:r~ w · e as o_icltouC' 

0 are o our o t in e e r followi g t i w r s 

ave be n dur~ s .... e 1ar ve :r o 1er c.n et r , r ~rY v ork-
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ingman, every bus ness man sl ~ntl.: \!Ond rs , 7 at of t 1e futur 

o we go fr')m r ? To be sure, we ave not won t'l-le war 

we have dar, days ahead, ut e t. ere e no o~-t t out it, we 

. 1 ·in! llorkers m1 s r')t nermit recent v ctories to s ow do vn 

on-- no is t~e time to step up ro uction we have 

enemy on t ~ defens ve, et ' s see to it t .at our armed forces 

our a ies rece ve t war ateria for a knoc_out blow~ 

or _as a remise to 1 .eep erican business has an 

on to fulfl 1 -- the prom se an o i..;ati0n of mak n_: 

a the ars na of emocrac • 

'lie napping at Pear Har or. hose vere dark 

trag De em er 7 , 194 • No ina 

quate ar n men -n materia~s, but 'Je 

w r menta · unpref~ m s-

tak a out for war r 7 , 

9~1, o r ov~rnment r e p cJ1 for .our an c. 

as otJ ve_ em em er, t e Ai~-

craf f~ct r e~ were be ng were b ing built , t e 

army e navy 

progra.l"'"' of a.rr. s, the v ctor es 

of our navy an art, to the forward 

look ng 1 ns of presid nt, in th 

days before Pear In spite oP e oE.Jleral riti-

ciE'ms o stra egist , we vere more pr 

D cern a1 we are prepare for eace .'ars start 

we know t at by cruel x erience. Peace -- or ~ ess -

t host ies ust as su • , e c n:'"lot afford 

asleep for eit~er -~ Peop e toc.ay are an>-. ous a o 1t t " ut, re -- e clos~r w com 



·-
o victory, t~e more concerned we a of th eac • Even if w 

in t ~e r -- f'nc a~ must e done first t ere is no as uranc 

that we 11 win t e peace. ~.e remem er t e fa lure of last time --

and we kno~ tat t,is ~ar as d slocated our economy muc more than 

n 1 1? an 1 1 • Wart ne a nue Jd6 ets of over 00 11 on do ar , 

<)/:rni!hlion men in unif-:>rm, 2§ mil.. on V!ar workers, an approximate 

1 millions new workers c1., ed y in ustry are sta.ggerine; tatistics 

rem nd n; ue f t e ~a n Jde o ur o ~ ~econversion to a 

eace- me econom • Then too, efore ·. o:r d !ar , we ad not Jc..­

~erienced a depress o~ t~at asted for a most 10 years. We ad no 

memories of a ear li e 19~ w th ite stoc~ market eras never 

, new of 15 m llion unemployed rsons. Our i ea ate past -- tre 

e re b~fore t s war, were year of econorn c cr s s, broken hone 

unern loyment, a 1 a orned y t ~ gruesome spectac e of a world 

e ng pusred a:roun y d ctato:rs . T e 20 y ars preced n0 ear Har r, 

.. ~ e 20 y ars of speculation , frustrat on , and in ~orne areas of t .e 

mrld , oli tica and economic sta..gnat ion, ~~e are worried about the 
~k 

·e can ~ remem er t1e pas • We kno~ that th future, bece.use 

fa lure of the a lied nations to es ab sh a successful eace last 

time reduced t .e ar t is t me. !le know that major de r sian 

in h poEt-v,ar eriod can bring the en of emocracy .her and abroa~. 

Wit t es th n5s in m n , erica.ns not on 

fa cism and a 1 t at it mean , bu er cans on ~e battle front , 

and on the home front want to fig t for emocracy and a t et it 

means . Amer c'?..ns today ~ant a better .10r d, but even nore t'l.ey want 

a etter e:r ca. Yes, the common man f e s a sen e of s arne about 

things as t .ey ·::ere , an at t e same time a ense· of s ir "'::..1al re-

birth a -:>ut t e new wor a e envis o'1s, All of t is acr f ce annot 

b in vain ! The peo e w 11 be h ard ; the new ideas , the new boal 



for d mocracy must e inter}. reted in 0 understanda. e proposals. 

1 Our peace a !TlA an e war wea on ., .ic in t .e enc may d8t-.rmine t .e " -
outcome of t. e mi itary stru ·r.;le in w ich we are no•!J en- abed. tie 

w o rofess Qemocrac mus prove to v .or d by our vi~ on and our 

planning what kind of a ror1d . e C' to 1 ve in. ·.le must stat 

now that we loo.c>. to n.nd p a.n for f~st t 1e fu lest ossib e evel-

o;;ment o t e human persona it 
' 

in rela ion to tr.e comnon [,Ood , j;na!Q 

~ a framevor of freedoms and r ·h s , of ustice, of 1 berty ,1eque.. ity, 

and t e cnnsent of t e overned. In order to ~rotect end secure t 
~ ~ 

mocracy, ~:: 1 e ( sec<j4dly) the fu::!. s t possible pr ncip es of our 

velopment of our reduct ve ca.pac·ty, wit ull emp oyment , and 

q11e.l access to a m n mum of secur ty and l_ v _ng standards. : e be ve 

that po it ce freedom and conom c security are not incompat ble , 

but ar inse ara • Fina ly, recogn zing t~e necessity for peace 

and world order , and in fulfi lment of our e .. ief in the bro her-
Jff\v.Al-

hood o~ man , •.ve l\p ed e our unoual1fied sup,ort and eadershi in estab-

lif' ng an effect ve system of world or anization outlawing violence 

an imperialism in interna iona re at ons. Here we see t ree actors 

democracy, a dynam c economy, and peace -- united in a pol t cal 

s stem. Thi is our c a lenge for the future -- it is the a enda for 

mic 

a fu 1 us 

an orderly 

trans tion o eace 'll. out ser ous unemployment and inf at on? L·a 

we f el reasona y sure t at never ag in w~l an arge portion of 

our adult :;JOpu a~ on be u"la "' to f nd O_!:> ortunity to work and ge.in 

a ecent ivelihood? c~~ we cope w 9ro . e~s that are sure to 

arise in connect on w h )U .ic de' x,enditures, a~ taxation 
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~ 
d finally, can we so manage our affairs Athat not on y t.ese ends 

a be accomplished but also the essent als of our democratic in-

st tut ons, freeC.om of t e in vidlla and freedom -of enterprise , 

sha e preserved and strengt ened? 
~ 

answered if we are to rem0ve ~ doubts < n 

of t -~uest ons must be 

anx ety 

permit the ~ind of ent usiast c war effort t .at , 1 speed the vic-

tory . \'e cannot trust the future to guess-wor1~ and luc -· We must 

ase our exyectat ons on carefu ~ anning and und rstanding . 

11Plann ng 11 is a term or word t. at has rece ived a "bad reputat on 

in 1erica. We t1ink of anning as a kind of regimentatlon -- as 

unamerican. Yet, our 

ann ng . I n the days 

t e time of Henry Clay 

history rev a. s a nob heritage of p a.ns and 
~~~~ 

of \ash ngton , Jeff erson , dams and later in 

" with his program of internal im rovements , 

plans were made and carri d out in a manner t1at stirred men ' s souls. 

Today, \'!e aan and must reca t11re that ear y ameri can nthusiasm . 

We must m~ ke the romise of .erican lif a reality for a 1 of us 

not u~t a art of us . But e=:r planning must be 11~ pl anning " - -

it must b such tha we a 1 have a s1are in it. us ness , 1 bor , 

farmer , educator. , anc gov rnment mu t work PS a t eamj Not on y must 

e made , ut t!1ey must be discusseC. and analy zed , unt our 

ro ram re resents t!'le fin shed product of c. 1 groups and interests. 

We must a know t at plans are bein made, and that they are the 

kind of ;.Lans we 

Todey , erican for the time when t e guns 

stop :'iring - - labor s ple.nn:t!lg , 1)ut ts voice s far too ak . Th 

mi llions of workers in America have everyth ng a stru~e in this task 

of atta n nt: fu 1 employment and security. Government is pl anni"1g 

but our Congr ss has seen fit to stop t .e work . Sonethin i s ron 

in t 4e pic t,.lre - - planning is :oing on , but apparently government an 
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labor are beinb left out n t.e cold. ~nnin for t 1e po t-w r 

eriol cann~t be loo ~ unon as the s cia ~rivil b of any one 

!)"rou~. If it has takEn t e collbined and un t d 1: effort of buvern-

ment, bus ness, a or a.nd farner to mobiliz erica for war, Yill 

it requir ess.of a unif ed tean, less of an effort 

America for a prosp roue and stable conom' in ace ------busine s should -and must give of its time and study to formulatin 

lans for :-od.1ct on in the eace t me economy, but labor must do 

like' 1 La or must prepare itc pr0gram; la or must make nown its 

demands, its ideas for t .e future. LaJor muct o ta n the best of 

techn al essistance in order to clearly present its case, and then 

proceed immediately to inform its members1 p of the plans. But hov 

about overnment? as our zovernment i nore t e job of po t- ar 

lann ng? ot at all. On March 10, 1943, President Roosevelt sub-

m tted to Congr c for its consi eration a report of tle National 

Reso11rces Planning B ard. That report embodi a lan for post- ar 

merica -- a le.n -ol aaae:ll:a- coo' n:; !.<' H kno m as the 11 erican 

C arter 11 • thoush tl,e report embodied the recommendat ons and ttdi:gx 

findin of some of ur foremast conomists and social scientists , 

he Congre sand the press ave practicall i "nored its very exis-

tenc • T e report as not spun out of thin air, o t ou~ht out 

overnig. t by one nan or e. group of men. It i t e product of ~S~ 

Cd'1.d Jow:li!-1 :. · ;tw .. "1f onorn c thinkin , r~searc , and inv st ation. 
,.A...<l,.J 

The basic idea df 61 e:t thinkiatJ 1: ; :tm • 1 a 9 f:- the maxirnun e ~n 

eveloprnent of t1e resourc s of t~c nat on in r~er to achieve t1 

so cia t50als t at t e w_ ol conmuni ty rcgur s as esirab e. T. e 

~at onal Resources P anning Board r ~ort is no ust glorifi social 

security , it out ines a constructive program for the expansion o 

rivat nt rpr s , calling up:::n eovern. cnt to f 11 in the baps an 
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t sur a minimum of secur ty and living standard. his report 

shou d r ce . ve t e at tent ion of very me.n and 'NOm. an . It may not be 

a equate ; it may be too far reaching ; but to l enore the findings an 

recommendations is ncit on y unfortunate but also unwise . Ve w r 

never be ready for peace , by closing 011r eyes and avoiding intelligent 

observation an discussion. We an not su.ccessfu. . y plan for the 

o~t- ~ar period by aving eac "rou going ts own way and avoiding 

contact or discussion with the other . T e Congress must act an act 

now. If t e Nat ona Resources Pl anning Board is to be el iminate , -
and it has been, t en let Con~r ss establish a n w commission and 

direct it to coordinate its efforts wit1 representatives of usiness , 

abor ano. farmer . We cannot afford to pley politics with the future 

of America. e cannot afford t1e luxury of indulsing in wishfu 

th nking a out either ~ "post war depression" or a "post war boom" 

bot w leave erica prostrate ~nd seriously weakened. Nor can 

we just desire a return to norma cy - - it is the norma cy of t e past 

t enty years tha produced t e blood , weat and tears of today! ' e 

must remember that it required t e power o government to transform 

our peace time economy into a war t . me machine . I wil l require the 

hel~ of govern . ent to demob ize the war product on machine into 

the peace production ro ram. 

Wartim~ controls may be necessary dur ng the months of reconver-

sion. Surely price ontrol , ration_n~ , an riori ty ratings ·w 11 be 

needed unt 1 pro uct on of eace t me soo _s can meet the demand created 

b the back- lo of pure nsin power. Once t1at business enterpr se 

reestablishes itself for normal reduction , t e task of ac iev n 

fu 1 em loyment cannot be ignor d. The accur.m ated capita of former 

w~r industries must be invested lnto pla.nt eA.'J)ans_on in order to in­

sure new obs . Cap t~ ism cannot survive y sav ng its money . 
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Ca ita ism can live on y by investing the ... refits and producing new 

goods and services . The m nimum national income necessary for an 

ap roximately fu 1 employment pro ram after the war wi 1 be not ess 

than 20 b Ilion at 1942 price · evels . By 1950 with a continuous 

increase j_n our product vi ty we shoul d have an income of around 

150 1 ions at 1942 price evels . Yes, t · e p~od~ctivity of our 

in ustrial systen is so great t at 7e must e able to produce an 

enormous quantity of e;oods if we are to achieve fu 1 em loyment JP 

lar e order , you say Yes, inded , but one t1a must be f 11 d . The 

op e of merica know that fu 1 em oyment is ossib e . They have 

seen it in wartime . They know that a nationa debt of ~'25 to '300 

bi lion annat be handled by a 1929 conony. They are convinced t at 
~ 

depress ons are avoidab e . I t is t e tas ~ of busine s "and overnment 

to meet the c a enge or- face the d sastrous conse quences of a 

broken soc ~ty an an enraged and disi lusioned peop e . Busines s 

and labor must v10r~t together, but on a basis of equality . T e war 

ti e idea of a or-mana6e Pnt committees s o~ be cont nued into t e 

post-war per od. Government must enforce t e anti- trnst aNa w th 

renewed f rmness an v gor . Lonopoly control n bus ness must not 

be erm tte to crowd out ne·.v enterpr se . Sma bus ness shoul d be 

encouraged by overnment throus1 lo~ interest loans a,a reasona e 

taxation . er can business must et over ts "gentlemen club" 

atmosphere and expRnd wi the same courage an dar ng t at typif i ed 

e ear y amer can enterpr se ~._T en government must be rea y to 

sta lize t e econor1y y a we 1 anned, long range rogram of pub .ic 

inTrestment or ub ic ·1orb.s . j T .ere is muc to be done - - :f.ruz.x.:exs.m~b : 

"lve need urban an c ty re- p F~nn n 'I{ ich wi 1 necessitate cons derab 

c works an _ pu 1 c inves ment can 

P pro ram of such ma.gnitud d e undertaken . Ci y re-p Rnn n wi 1 
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ce 1 for long ren·e rej- ects cQr fu 1• spnc din ~e r ~rosecut on 

y tre neer for pu c employment. er ca needs ten m 1 on new 

homes, an ~fter t e war the~e w e cons dern e home repa ring 

an refurnL ng. ,, ile t ~ e home-bu 1 ng program ~i 1 _,. ve a 6 reat 

oppor un ty or pr Vl'l. e investment; s urn c and low-cost 

ous ng k~ must beco e a u~ ic responsi i r 

va ley an rec onP efelo ment. T1e Tennes ee 

has demonstrated t 1e soundness and constr,tctive puT'poses o euc 

pu 1 c ro::_-ra . c. ver v er en re ona evelopment no on 

and coordinat on o our transport~t .on fac 1 ties . Sue a .u e 

endeavor an on y e accomplis e by t e . nnned us o ub c fund 

n o pe~at on w th the long range rograms of pr vate ca~ tal. 

ca needs an improre of a:?;riculture. 

ons o~ acres of once and are now id e 

and unpro uctive because of so 1 eros on. T ere is r grea opportun ty 

for :reforeuta ~on, for r1T'~ ~1 ctr fiat on , for rur~ hous nc, for 

~ e.p ns on of rurP sb oo an ealth faci it ~s. u c invest-

. ent of t s nat•1re is no an . er t,-r>e i oru.e r to m e r cu. 

r ~ r - e. sound and constructiv ro am a d nc:; to our na onal 1.1 

(~· F na 1 J mer CCI. .<1 d an xpa.nd d soc al s ~"trity pro_1 ram. 

1 1 namic econo11 Ccnnot afford to sentence lt.rue Jec~ions of ~t 

pula ion t~ xx~ a f ar of olJ ao , 'nero lo ent ana ina e uat 

- al t L'"t!iX1Jt! Ha.r prot ct on . d a d namic econom cannot lon& 

rerrai vi6 orous and soun ·.vit out expand J. educational o yortuni ti s 

for e outh of t .e ~at · on ._j 

Ye, 1 t us remember vio~cry is nore t Lan t 1e militar; ·fat 

of t e enemy. Vi tory is ".;he build.inc of a ew· and bett r worl • 
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T e h0 e of total victory lie in the wi lingness of t 1e peo~le of 

democratic fait,_ to drean new visions, to d art nevi pla'1s of social 

org.<:~nization , to dare to try new lu. as and rna e the so-called im-

os ible a l ving practical rea ity. 



From: 
Mayor Hubert H. Humphrey 
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