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Any soclety that can produce two world ware in one generation
1s serlously slck and threatened with moral and physical i
breskdown, We of this generation can no longer afford the luxury
of cynicliesm and sophlstaction. If America is to have a noble and
worthy future, 1t is up to the young men and women of today to
recapture the greatnees of christliah idealism and put 1t 1lnto

« practlse through pclitical actlon and everyday living.

—— ———— ]

Just remember that Jesus Christ 1s no sissy....He challenged the
tradlitions and the values of his day and he charged each and every
one of us to be as courageous in our day., He belleved in the
dignity of men and insisted that*#$fi-and-institutions be so &
arranged and established as to emancipate the ensrgles and @
capaclties of mankind." Is man made for the sabbath or sabbath

for the man?®" BSuch were the words of the worlds greatest scclal

thinker and the truest bellever in democracy.

There can be no democracy when human values are subservient to
the rule and pawer of materiallsm, Politlical democracy without
chrigtian idealliem lg but an enpty promice and-e-eo¥rdsd-
sssf=doomed tc fallure,

Democracy 1s not a soclal gystem of the status quo., It is ever
new and ever changligeesr—adcdelncmgaiChigtimor—aenooieey—anes
da-d&e Democracy is not property; it 1s an idea.Yes an ldea

about men and relations betwecn men, Like christianity, it is
concelved iIn the baslc and fundamental bellef that there 1s

an inherent dignity and worth , an lnherent goodness in every
individual., Democracy 1s bullt on the bellef that all men are
created equalbefore God, no matter how unequal they may be 1n
thelr mental and physical capacitlese seisvsesses e

Democracy can be meanigful only if government 1ls responsive

to the needs and desires of th= great mass and majority

of people. ......A democratic governmentcannot afford to sentence
great sections of 1ts population tc poverty, tc unemployment,

to slums, to insecurity. It cannot afford the exploifation of man
by man; 1t cannot tolerate the dog-ecat-dog philosophy so
characteristic of fascist nationsg., A world constructed around the
democratic principle must be one that not only professes a
humanitarlan idealism but algoc practices it,

We must recapture the audacious enthusiasm of democracy..it 1is
young persons creed,.,it needs bcldness and inlative to keep it alives.
A respect for and belief in the common man, a falth in our God and
ourgelves , theses are the fundamentals of a free people, The power
of an idea, the courage that comes through truth and understandlng,
these are the real secret wegpons of the men of democratic falth,

le need not look to the pastl..our past 1ls so near to us that
in terms of civilizatiohqlit 1s almost current news. The struggle
for democracy has only begun., It may last for years,. It may last
for decades . 1t may newer be everlastingly won, Life ls a continous
struggle for higher idealsdemocracy is achallenge to,the present and

the future, OUR PRESENT TASK IS TO MAKE DEMOCRACY AGAIM A LIVING AU‘IENTURE
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