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On Jlonday or next week the Amertaan people will obaene one or our 

important nat1 1 holid ya , LAbor Day. Thla ar ore than ewr 1t ia 

appropriate that all erioana ive thou ht to the heroio atrug le that 

o on en enrywh re are '91ag1nc against th foroea of Faaoi and xploita• 

tion. ln It 1y the •or 1ng people , long eadden d and weary of Faac18Jil, are 

beeeech1ng the aaoiat government of do lio tor bread and peace. The e 

aen and wo n of labor are the d aoora io ho ot he Italian people. In 

France the uppeta of tler are betng bra~ ly realated b.f th under r~und 

oT ent of the peaaanta an laboring n 1n who• hearta still burna the 

tl e or liberty• ectuaUty, d fraternity . In De ark, a nation r ed the 

world over aa a progreea1Te democracy tn which flouriahed the r1 hta or 

labor and the o on , the workera are th11 day aacrlfiolng life and 

baae in a heroic reaiatance againat the foroea of brutality d oppression. 

In orwa1• C&eohoelavakia, Poland, Bolland , lgi , and Yu oelaY1a, and 

Greece it 1a t laboring en an w n , the faotor;y workera , the p aaanta--

1ea , the nrdin ry p ople-- pl for and it for the hour of lib ration. 

the nalaTed peo lea of a fr d •lo world baae their hopea 

for eliverance tr bondage upon the v1ctor1oua roh of the a ea of the 

Unit d atiane. EYer,y er1oan worker•- yea, eYer,y er1oan oiti&en• -

glories in th onward --.ep of the might.y arm!•• or Rueeia, China , Britain, 

and our own ited tates . 1' Ataerioau people baa joined 1n the co on 

crusade againet theen 1ee or fr edaa. 

It 11 1.Jl thia war-t1 eett1ng of a world•wide 1trug le between 

the force of freedo and o pre a1on that erioa will obaer~e Labor Day. 

Trad1ti 111 a day of reat and o lebrat1on. Labor Day thie year will be 
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on their· j a eo h t •'"rt pr c1oua m nt 

in the ttle ot .,rod ot1 n •Y be utl11ae 1n rio •e tri t rob 

to v1otoey. With OW" a d foroea dealin o t o to tht 
workora 

en all £1 hting tr ta an w1 th our u:adta etl the t fl t the 

h tr t with eq al auoc •• rloa 1a - 'Yin t ar Yiotor.y . We know 

that the ailltuy euoceaaea alr &ohleY d by the United atio • ln 

thia war oould eYer Ye oae to paaa w1 thout the rior • ui t ro-

duced b;y the hera of org 1ze 1 or tn rica . e ow that tbl 

thouaanda of roduot1c noorde trtctio American workers .,.. 

brou ht tnto reality the ra t that er1oa ia the areanal or de craa,y . 

Tea, our miracle or pr duotton ia a oo- peratl~ effort t part ot 

t an lt.bor . l a aken hil 1ty to aohieve full a pl011R nt 

and full produotio. in war-t1 
a ur1t)r 

an unity 'to achieve,..._ 

1 it will ate the 1 epirit of o peration 

proa rity in ~ peace·t~. 

workers are not 

etr 

live 1 d h 1 rt t orld th.,y wi h o eee in th tomorr or peaoe . 

OUr fir at taak la to win the war n4 to Win it deo1a1vely , but 1n the 

wiunin of the r decieto a ar d•• oliciea are a o te which fund&• 

tall)' af ct our l1 Yea a cl 1tene tOday and 1 the tuture. e are 

1ntere • in t n.wa . • are 1Dtere1t in the ttletr ta but n are 

alao concerned about the ho fro t . l u •• rkers in t ctori a, otrlo • • 

and ahope ve n uay thil pa&t we k. h ha ba p ued or vital ~-

p rt ce to you . oor oy demand• an 1 Ol"'ll public . e mua kee 

abre 1t of the ourrent h pe 1 . e uat be lteen o eervera or eve ta 

which ehape our nati al policy. 

-~.u.r,; the llllportant e• te of the aa week waa an ap al by • 
Georce az.t¥ 1 aecretary-tr aaurer of the American edera 1 or or, lD 
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a ti on ide radi ddre • • wber 1n h 

poa ternattoual oooper ti to aure ha th1e n.r will not 

foll e b,y other •ar 25 yeara tr ow. 

Deolar & that labor has a ri ht to a up th11 eubj ot auee 

eo le fro the c1t1ee an tar ar earing the r t of he 

t'ightln. • • · e 7 aide and l quotes 

urin peaoe o t b aoh1e~ d tnt ined exoep hro 

international o• pe~ ion. e a OY au h co- er t1 a.n c 11 u 

OW" OoTe nt to jo n 1 h other nat n• of oodwill 1 t at, if 

future 81 tler sh uld raiee his h ad after peace o · e , there will be oh• 

inery a hand to ~~~&ke it~ou1 1 for to plun • the orl i :to r . • .. , ........ , 
t 1• ot too eo • Mr . y oont u d , t ie 1oal solu-

ti • t prob fa lure t luepr t auoh plana 

the laat war paT the y t t. 

o lle for a "fair eal an job or ae:rvioe , an n work 

tor he 111 • or rioan• n01J in r 1 nt• . 

r . y scoffed at the theory t t a oa r eprea 1 1• 

en ble , o1nt1 o t tha t er will be 

1 • and eed for houetn£• iftte 1ndu try, h said , u t Vid the 

ajortty r jobs af er the r, t uat al1 pl~ a p rt . 

1r at • re• · 

p al 111 7 of enoourin 1 du trial • • • F derati of 

Labor hold a t t tu vei'DIIlent ho ld ot only • t, but stiaulate, 

p ort 1t1ea to ke a r ao~ble d fair profit. An rprbe whloh 

• e. pro 1 11 w1111n to expand . xp aio 1 ellt ore jobs, d t :t 

1a w t la£ r 'Will want . 

t by • • '1 1• ... hi hli ht f • week'• ewe. 
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a oJce l tho rank ot orr.an1&e4 la r he b r ae erto4 

temat:i·o 1 labor•• lnalatonce rio •a rt1 1 ~lon at- r 

o per t1on · an &l: ~•11 ~ pro 

nt attaoki the probl or :tull 

0(\ • 

h rl o • of Uv 

the a WH • a new d.1a a oh 

a ri utture o 1ttee bla a 

and rie1n pr1 ••·• 

a oaoe- t 

e nowa ll during 

e ho •• 

r profit• up to 

eon p r o t for r o d 

Ohai l mpt er di.eoboe plane for a ............ _, ttee to 

lnv atir.a the the tam r en 

the ulti ooat r. t d OP atatbtio to a ow that a 

jori y o 1 rg hole aler re e1v d a le t 100 er nt reat r profi a 

1 a th one•£1 th of all wholesaler• h d profite 

00 per cent o or • 

" ar ttn•a an oons.: ora," e id. r, e •• tt iT1du la and 

are ao ol ly t t h eroy ot thoee o or t1 pr1oel are 

be in de pre u at will by a o le.tt n and . otherwia • 

theoth r d, Ful r con nu ar called upon o 

air 

a:r hl de 

add1t1o 1 

b 1n n eenry too be auae the auppl has r ll 

pr1o t1x1~ hA 1neff . t1Ttt . " 

• r•e at t ant about th rle 

pba 11 b,y a ·role ae tr r Labor 

OOGt Of living ia g1 n 

ard, w Dr. Geor«e • 

Taylor, T1oe oha1 d w ex rt fort e de th lao re 

t at ht average raotory 

1942. a~oat one year. 

• rate aa ee Yir ual~ r a dnoe Octo r 
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Olle oent an hour during the fi r at elgh~ -.ontha o£ the stabiU.zation 
j 

ptogra:m. In oontt"aat ,. toad prloea ha..-e ' e up 10 ceate an th• doll&r. , 

the bve&u t labor etatbt1ca has recently pointed out that wage 

earnere 1n large citiea are e tlauted to spend appro~mate q 42 per oent 
\ 

of their inaome for food . whereaa 1n 1 39 the~ sp t only 33 per cent t 

their:«: wages for food product a . Thh inf ormation ahould Jc u• anr• .of 

the immedi te llllc ~seitf ot the frontal attack upon the rising coat of . 

li'rl.ng. that t he a rhe in ooat of lhing oaa be oheoked has been pro'Yed 
~ 

~ our ai ter nation. 

co%lj:ro1. The t:riti1h have l1k$Wlse do e a bet ter job at it t han we hen 

in .Axn .. !r1ca• .Apprantly it has not been driven nome to u that t here il 'n' 

clilaatrOUI aa a 

enact ed an adequate tu progrea to abeorb tho exoeu purch ai · power • the 
" 1 

Office of Prloe Adainistra ticm has not rigi 7 •intain th bi aafeguarcle' 

t protect the oont-..r. . the promise t roll baok: price to Septembttr 1'942 
I 

lovela has aot bean aggreuively aot«Jd upon. Th• entire Ll.ttleSt~el f onnula 
1 or the 8.r Labor Board 1sjeopardhe<i unle there i lJmnfldiat action to, I 

stabilize liTing co•t• and to roll back priooe of food 
•I 

I 

1nteretting to note a recent report publiahed by the 0 i.. Generally sp&~tn,; 

the re,p.Qrt ehow1 a good re\lrod f or prioe regu to.ti o with t he ingle exQep~io 
. \ 

ot food • Food pr1oea ao.,ounted fo~ rr /8tbe of the rile 1n thefir.st y ear o~ 1
, 

r:etail prioe control . Rowe"Yer . food ooamodities which were under price / \ \ 
/ \ 

oe1lings at the beginning of the y l'ft.r adftnoed only 4 and 1/10 per oen~~ ··\~. 

Foode not controlled b)t prioe ceilings ad'ftnoed 7f and 7/10 per oent. · 
J/ ;! 

It 1e repol"ted t hat price calling are be ing violAted w:ldl•YII but 

I 
I 

.. 
'• I 

I 

1.' 
I 

\ 
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... this situation 11 not hopelees. When 250,000 houaewi~es in K 

Orleq' eign personal pledges to avoid blauk markets and pay only ceiling 

· prt.oes food prioea almoet o~ernight went down 6 per cent. SiMilar pledges 

will be aslc, throughout the whole country. llere it q opportunity for 

JPJmeapolie labor to aotivel:y cooperate with the Oi~ilia.n Deteuee and 

prioe adainbtration _otticialt in a trcmtal attack upon the ridng ooet 

or livlag. 

labor itl Cloing its job in production. JliJmeapolts labor ia to 

be oOlllm.ended upon ita fine work in olvilia.n dtt.fenae. Md~ 1tl · 

•Ttenet..-e participation bl •very W&l!' seMi.ee activity. It baa •ts••••d)ct 
~ aoti~ely qa participated i:o the bl od dcmor clri.ve for the 

Amerio&R Red Croea. It has given ita Whole-hearted cooperation to the 

Olothi for Rueat• DriTe. It haa aeeumed t mtjor responaibil ty for the 

tale and purchase of war hondf! e o e workers. Jam 5 !Andis, director of 

the Olt1ce of C!Tili n Defense. r~e ntly r kr~d "The c1t1e nna towns 

which ha.'Ye launohed the d t $Uooesef •tt&.ck u o.n their mr-t L"11 

problea have been thoee whieh gave to orte.nized labor a ue ful place 

1n the top eoMe1ls of tha1r defense orgt'J'lite:Uo a.• .Ainerieant agre that 

labor h&a doae ita job 1a the win.llln of the war. It i imperative that 

labor abo give immediate attention to the eeonomioand political. ~ ssuas 

ar1•1Bg out or war aobil1aatio . and the more diffioult probl 11.s or the 

po•t-•r demobili&&tion. On this Labor D~ American worker• are rightly 

asking governme~t *•••ka~ift«.x&JtxtUXR1Q3Citld~ldd:U 

tdta•,Oillh:Adx't(lt~~~~tib~lfdlltii:J~dii~lnWta 

ate adhere to the pNih• demand of unconditional •urrender, to puah 

Y1goroual7 the battle ·ag inat intlatton., to r&qulte •qual1tf of taor1f1oe. 

to check exorbitant profits, and to plan intelligent~ tor the post~r. 
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On Monday of next week the American people will observe one of our 

important national holidays, Labor Day. This year more than ever it is 

appropriate that all Americans give thought to the heroic struggle that 

common men everywhere are waging against the forces of Fascism and exploita~ 
~IJ)IJIII 

tion. In Italy the working people, long saddened~and weary of Fascism, are 

beseeching the Fascist government of Badoglio for bread and peace. These 

men and women of labor are the democratic hope of the Italian people • .l!L 

France the puppet& of Hitler are ~ bravely resisted by the underground 

movement of the peasants and laboring men, in whose hearts still burns the 

flame of liberty, equality,. and fraternity.. In Denmark, a nation famed the 

world over as a progressive democracy in which flourished the rights of 

labor and the common man, the workers are this day sacrificing life and 

home in a heroic resistance against the forces of brutality and oppression. 

In Norway~ Czechoslavakia, Poland, Holland, Belgium, ~Yugoslavia1 and 

Greece it is the laboring men and women, the factory workers, the peasants--

yes, the ordinary people--~~r and wait for the hour of liberation. 

The enslaved peopliK of a freedom-loving world ~their hopes 

for deliverance from bondage upon the victorious march of the armies of the 

United Nations, Every American worker ... - yes, every American citizen--

glories in the onward sweep of the mighty armies of Russia, China, Britain, 

and our own United States. The American people~oined ·in the common 
'1-U 

crusade against ~enemies of freedo.m. 

It is in this war-time setting of a world-wide struggle between 

the forces of freedom and oppression that America will observe Labor Day. 

Traditionally a day of rest and celebration. Labor Day this year will be 
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observed b,y workers remaining on their jobs so that every precious moment 

in the battle of production may be utilized in America's triumphant march 

to victory. With our armed forces dealing out crushing blows to the .-
workers 

enemy on all fighting fronts and with our 1 

' meeting the test on the 

home front with equal succes~ America ~moving toward victory. We know 

that the military successes al~eady achieved by the United Nations in 

this war could never have come to pass without the superior equipment pro-

duced by the members of organized labor in America. We know that the 

thousands of production records made by patriotic American workers have 

brought into reality the fact that America ~the aresnal of democracr,y. 

Yes, our miracle of production is a co-operative effort on the part of 

management and ~· It has taken this unity to achieve full employment 

and full production in war-time; it will take the same spirit of copperation 
security 

and unity to achieve ~ and prosperity in SX. peace-tbne. 

tam.x~Xaxii*i American workers are not only producing the in-

struments of warfare; they are also thinking of the kind of K world they 

live in and the sort of world they wish to see in the tomorrow of peace. 

Our first task is to win the war and to win it decisively, but in the 

winning of the war decisions are made~ policies are adopted which funda-

mentally affect our lives as citizens today aqd in the future. lTe are 

interested in the news. We are interested in the battlefronts but we are 

also concerned about the homefront. You as workers in factories, offices, 

and shops have been busy this past week. Much has happened of vital im-

portanoe to you. Democracy demands an informed public. We must keep 

abreast of the current happenings. We must be keen observers of events 

which shape our national policy. i .iJ:A W ~ 4k.{ ~ • 
Among the important events of the past week was an appeal by Mr. 

George Meany, secretary-treasurer of the American Federation of Labor, in 



• Page 3 

a nationwide radio address, wherein he stated that organized labor demands 

postwarinternational cooperation to make sure that this war will not be 
I.V'tM/ followed by another ~ 25 years from now. 

Declaring that labor has a right to speak upon this subject because 

working people from the cities and farms are bearing the brunt of the 

fighting, Mr. Meany said: and I quote: 

"An enduring peace cannot be achieved and maintained except through 

international co-operation. We approve such co-operation and we call upon 

our Government to join with other nations of goodwill so that, if any 

future Hitler should raise his head after peace comes, there will be mach• 
im 

i~ery at hand to make it possible for him to plunge the world into war." 

It is not too soon, Mr. Meany continued, to discuss practical solu-

tions to postwar problems, He asserted that failure to blueprint such plans 

in the last war paved the way to unemployment. The AFL's program. he said• 

calls for a "fair deal" and jobs for demobilized servicemen, and new work 

for the millions of Americans now in war plants. 

Yr. Meany scoffed at the theory that a postwar depression is 

inevitable, pointing out that there will be a great demand for consumer 

goods and need for housing. Private industry. he said, must provide the 

majority of jobs after the war, but the Government must also play a part. 

The government, ~. Meany said, in the first place, has the re-

sponsibility of ~ustrial expansion. The American Federation of 

Labor holds that the Government should not only permit, but stimulate, 

opportunities to make a reasonable and fair profit. An enterprise which 

makes a profit is willing to expand. Expansion spells more jobs, and that 

is what labor will want. 

This statament by Mr. Meany is a~ highlight of the week's news~ 
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a..-xzw As a leadi~g spokesman in the ranks of organized labor he has reasserted 

labor's insistence upon ~OOK America's participation in post-war international 

cooperation and an aggressive program of cooperation between industry and govern• 

ment in attacking the problem of full employment and production in a ~eace-time 

economy. 

The rising cost of living has commanded front-page news all during 

the past week. In a news dispatch from Washington the chairman of the~ouse 

agriculture committee blames "money-mad middleman making war profits up to 

500 per cent for food shortages and rising prices." 
~ 

Chairman Hampton P. Fulmer discleQed plans for aAsubcommittee to 

investigate the "ever-widening gap" between prices KK paid i the farmer and 

the ultimate cost to the consumer. He cited OPA statistics to show that a 

' majority of large wholesalers received at least 100 per cent greater profits 

in 1942 than in 1939 and that one-fifth of all wholesalers had profits of 

500 per cent or more. 

"Farmers and consumers," said Fulmer, "operate as individuals and 

are absolutely at the mercy of those operat ing between them. Farm prices are 

being depressed at will b.y speculation and otherwise. 

"On theother hand, Fulmer continued, consumers are called upon to 

pay unfair increases to obtain necessary food because the supply has fallen 

far behind demand and price fixing has been ineffective." 

iRK Mr. Fulmer's statmment about the rising cost of living is given 

'additional emphasis by a release from the War Labor Board, ~ Dr. George w. 
Taylor, vice chairman and wage ex~ert for theboard, ~made the disclsoure 

that the average factory wage rate has been virtuallyfrozen since October 

1942, almost one year. 
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~ 
In fact, ~· Dr. Taylor said# wage rates have increased..._. than 

~ 
one cent an hour ·during the~ eight months of the stabilization 

program. In contrast# food prices have gone up 10 cents on the dollarbY/O?g~. 

The bureau of labor statistics has recently pointed out that wage 

earners in large cities are estimated to spend approximately 42 per cent 

of their income for food, whereas in 1939 they spent only 33 per cent of 

their. wages for food products. This information should ~Aka us aware of 

the immediate necessity of the frontal attack upon the rising cost of 

living. That the .. rise i n cost of living can be checked has been proved 

by our sister nation, ~ Canada, in its program of rationing and price 

conyrol. The British have likewise done a better job at it than we here 

in America. Apprantly it has not been driven home to us that there is no 

compromise with inflation. Appeasement here is lUIJOU:XBX&U«!Vrxhixkila:Jr as 

disastrous as a Munich agreement with Hitler. As yet ~ Congress has not 

enacted an adequa.te tax program to absorb the excess purchasing power, the 

Office of Price Administration has not rigidly maintained the max safeguards 

to protect the consumer. The promis~ to roll back prices to September 1942 

levels has not been aggressively acted upon. The entire LittleSteel f ormula 

of the War Labor Board isjeopardized unless there is immediate action to 

stabilize living costs and to roll back prices of food commodities. lt iB 

interesting to note a recent report published by the OPA. Generally speaking 

the report shows a good reo~ for prioe_regulat i on with the single exception 

of food. Food prices accounted for 7/Sths of the rise in thefirst y ear of 

retail price control. However , food commodities which were under price 

ceilings at the beginning of the year advanced only 4 and l/10 per cent. 

Foods not controlled by price cei l ings advanced 74 and 7/10 per cent4 

It is reported t hat price ceilings are being violated widley, but 
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even this situation is not hopeless. When 250, 000 .housewives in New. 
!~~ 

OrleansAsign personal pledges to avoid black markets and pay only ceiling 

prices food prices almost overnight went down 5 per cent. Similar pledges 

will be asked throughout the whole country. Here is an opportunity for 

Minneapolis labor to actively cooperate with the Civilian Defense and 
~ 

@rice ~dministration officials in a f lBl attack upon the rising cost 

of living. 

Labor is doing its job in production. Minneapolis labor is to 

be commended upon its fine work in civilian defense, andJXXK~KHX~ its 

extensive participation in every war service activity. It has ri~x~· 

K~kigaKi actively Kp participated in the blood donor drive for the 

American Red Cross. It has given its whole-hearted cooperation to the 

Clothing for Russia Drive. It has assumed t major responsibility for the 

sale and pvxchase of war bonds among workers. James Landis, director of 

the 6ffice of Civilian Defense, recently remakred "The cities and towns 

which have launched the mist successful attacks upon their war-time 

problems have been those which gave to organized labor a useful place 

in the top councils of their defense orgarizations." Americans egree that 

labor has done its job in the winning of the war. It is imperative that 

labor also give immediate attention to the economicand political issues 

arising out of war mobilization and the more difficult ~roblems of the 

post-\var demobilization. On this Labor Day ~~erican workers are rightly 

~.xj:Wu~txjj;Jt§htdi~Jdt~Jtxitlu1oodc~~~JL~x~ 
1k).N~ 

C to adhere to the pt••i•• demand of unconditional surrender~ to push 

vigorously the battle against inflation, to. require equality of sacrifice, 

to check exorbitant profits. and to plan intelligently for the pest M-e. 

t1wt ~ r '1-dai ~. ')4, f!!~· 
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