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Ladies and gentlemen, · delegates 
to the Minnesota State Democratic 
convention: 

I am, of course, profoundly grate­
ful for the honor and privilege of 
being named temporary chairman 
of this convention, and it is a great 
personal gratification to be intro­
duced by the man who has. been 
of such value and service to the 
Democratic Party of Minnesota, 
your state chairman , Elmer F . 
Keirn. 

In his opening remarks your state 
chairman has made it clear that 
we are assembled h ere in circum­
stances so uncommon, in the midst 
of world disorder so unprecedented, 
and surrounded by domestic obli­
gations so compulsive as to charge 
us with the gravest responsibilities 
we have ever faced. 

We do not come together in a 
spirit prompted by mere desire for 
partisan or personal victory, but 
with a concept of duty toward the 
future which we must face openly 
and with utmost confidence. 

This afternoon, therefore, I wish 
tt> present to you as simply and 
forthrightly as I am able, our con­
cept of duty for the future. 

We must be steadfast in the pro­
gram that we support, so that the 
people of this state and of the na­
tion will know what we think and 
what we propose to do. 

Let it be remembered that the 
history of the Democratic Party is 
the history of a free America. It 
is the history of an America that 
has given refuge to the oppressed, 
an opportunity to the common man, 
and a chance for plain people to 
become great people. 

The Democratic Party is the 
party of Jefferson, the party of 
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J ackson, the patty of Bryan-of 
Wilson, and of our great Command­
er-in-Chief, Franklin Delano Roose­
velt. 

It was the Democrat Jefferson 
who proclaimed the doctrine of hu­
man equality. It was Jefferson the; 
Democrat who reminded us of the· 
essential dignity of man. 

It was Jefferson who enunciated 
the great principle of democratic 
government-that governments are 
instituted among men to secure the 
blessings of life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

We, the members of the Demo­
cratic Party, are proud of Jefferson 
-not only the Jefferson of the 



past, but the Jefferson who is the 
living symbol of the future. 

We can face the future with 
pride in the principles upon which 
our party was founded. 

\¥hen Thomas Jefferson founded 
the Democratic Party, he found the 
nation moving rapidly away from 
his own concept of democracy and 
toward the consolidation of an aris­
tocratic or oligarchic repubH.c, which 
he abhorred. 

He formed his party, then, not 
only to protect republican institu­
tions, but to make the republic 
democratic-an instrumentality for 
the service of all the people. 

The reason for the formation of 
the Democratic Party can best be 
given by the citation of the funda ­
mental principles of his faith. 

He stood for the legitimate rights 
cf the states. He stood primarily 
for "equal rights to all and special 
p ·ivileges to none"-for the "en­
couragement of agriculture and of 
commerce as its handmaiden"-and 
or the freedom of speech and of 

press. 
He believed that governments are 

!·ot the masters, but the servants of 
the people; that government must 
be responsive to the necessities of 
th 'l people; that governments which 
sacrifice the interests of the ma­
jority to the greed of a minority 
a e but usurpations by the few. 

He believed that society requires 
the protection of property in all its 
legitimate rights, hut that in any 
confiict between property and men, 
the rights of men come first. 

He believed that the Constitutic..n 
must be respected, but that when 
time and circumstance demand 
amendments to make government 
responsive to the will of the people, 
who are the masters, they must be 
[:dopted to preserve popular respect 
for constitutional government. 

This is the philosophy which 
caused Wilson to say that "the 
pr inciples of Jefferson are the defi­
nitions and the axioms of a free 
society." 

History tells us that Jefferson 
had an able lieutenant, a man 
destined to a place of greatness in 
American history-yes, anot her 
Democrat, the father of our Con­
stitution-James Madison. 

• 

It was Madison who presented 
the basic plan for the federal union . 
It was Madison, along with Wash­
ington, who kept the Constitutional 
Convention in session when men of 
lesser faith felt that union was im­
possible. It was Madison who 
fought for the Bill of Rights. We, 
as Democrats, are proud of Jame • 
Madison. 

We offer with pride the name of 
Andrew Jackson. He, in truth, was 
a man of the people. He symbolized 
the strength of free men. Wher 
J efferson had been the philosopher 
of the· party, J ackson became its 
sword. It "·as Jackson in his day 
who smashed the power of the 
financial aristocracy. It was Andrew 
J ackson who proclaimed the right 
of the average man to the protec­
tion and benefits of his govern­
ment: 

It was J acksor. who stood a::; tiP 
representative of the farmer, the 
tradesman, an the laborer, and who 
successfully crushed the forces of 
special privilege seeking the domi­
nation of government. 

Then, as today, Jach.son was con­
stanly denounced by the press as 
dangerous, radical, and destructive 
of American institutions-but the 
mass of the people responded to 
J ackson's fight in their behalf as 
they had responded to J efferson 's. 
The victory for democracy was won, 
and the economic tories were scat­
tered. 

Yes, the history of our party in­
cludes the names of J ames Polk, 
Stephen A. Douglas, Grover Cleve­
land, and many others. Our record 
is not merely one of victory at the 
polls. \¥hether we have won or lost, 
the Democratic Party has been cus­
todian of human rights against all 
odds. 

Consider the record of that great 
American, William J ennings Bryon, 
who three t imes was honored with 
the Democratic presidential nomi­
nation. To him, more than any 
other Democrat, must be ascribed 
the awakening of th e average man 
to his stake in his government and 
the revival in dynamic form of the 
principles of Jefferson and Jack­
son . 

He appeared on the scene of 
American poli tical life when the 

common man was lost in a sea of 
i ndifference and hopeless cynicism. 

William J ennings Bryan, the 
orator and crusader, revitalized the 
:average American, and for the first 
time in generations made the com­
mon man a p:Jlitical force to be 
reckoned with. 

Bryan transferred politics from 
the smoke-filled room to the plat­
form and from the professional 
politician to the people. It was his 
crusading that made possible the 
reform of Theodore Roosevelt and 
the restoration of democracy to 
power. 

History records that Bryan re­
vived Jeffersonian and Jacksonian 
democracy and mobilized the masses 
against privilege. 

We, the Democrats of today, are 
proud of William Jennings Bryan. 
The seeds of progressivism planted 
by the fearless Bryan blossomed 
in the idealism of Woodrow Wil­
son. 

With the genius of constructive 
statesmanship, Wilson set out to 
curb at once the power of privilege 
and to direct the forces of govern­
ment toward the service of the 
people. 

Never in the annals of the nation 
had so much been accomplished in 
so short a time as during the ad­
ministrat ion of Woodrow Wilson 

There came the · income tax, 
the popular election of senators, 
the extension of the vote to Amer­
ican women, the reduction of 
tariffs, the creation of Farm Loan 
banks. 

Through the Clayton Act, labor 
was lifted from the indignity of a 
commodity. 

For the protection of honest busi­
ness, the Federal Trade Commis­
sion was created, an to ensure a 
sound financial basis for business, 
the Federal Reserve System was es­
tablished. 

Like all of his great predecessors, 
Woodrow Wilson was attacked for 
"undermining the foundations of 
Americanism." In the midst of his 
great reform administration, the 
tragedy of World war I came upon 
us-but again this great American 
and Democrat rose to the summit 
of his statesm!).nship. 

Wilson was the greatest of Amer-

ican war presidents up to his time. 
Miracles of mobilization were per ­
formed before which the world 
stood at salute. 

It was Woodrow Wilson, the pro­
claimer of the "new freedom," who 
sponsored the League of Nations. 

It was Woodrow Wilson in h is 
idealism that lifted America to the 
epitome of humanitarianism and 
morality that symbolizes the· true 
meaning of the term nobility. 

From the peak of this idealism 
with the defeat of Woodrow Wilson: 
the country sank at once to the 
lowest depths of sordid materialism 
it had known since the Period of 
Reconstruction. 

The twelve long years that fol­
lowed are among the blackest in 
the ·riumph of selfish special in­
terests. The voice of the people 
seemed lost in the battle cry of 
the victors-"Back to normalcy !" 
"Hands off Big Business! It knows 
best!" 

Even in defeat, the Democratic 
Party fought against this defiant 
corruption-under the leadership 
of that great Democrat, Senator 
Thomas J. Walsh of Montana. 

In the end, came the inevitable 
crash which threatened the founda­
tions of American institutions. 

Thus, in the darkest days of the 
nation's history-with ruin every­
where-with panic in the hearts 
of everyone from the wizards of 
Wall Street to the toilers walking 
the roads in search of work-with 
faith in democracy and American 
institutions shaken to the very core 
-the Democratic Party gave to the 
American people Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt. 

Yes, the Democratic Party has 
faced one crisis after another dur­
ing this long and glorious history. 
It has been tested in the refinery 
of faith and achievement. It has 
never faltered in its devotion to 
the higher interests of the Amer­
ican people, and it wm not falter 
now. We do not come together 
in any vain spirit prompted by the 
mere desire for partisan or personal 
victory. · 

Unless, by our record in the past 
and our concept of duty in the fu­
ture we are prepared for the tasks 
of statesmanship, unless we remain 



the progressive party, the spokes­
man of the common man, we have 
no right to expect the support of 
the electorate. 

We lay no claim to perfection. 
There is no pretense that our record 
is without error. Nevertheless, we 
point with pride to the task we 
have undertaken and accomplished 
in behalf of democracy in America. 

The opposition party had its 
"twelve long years" to prove its ca­
pacity for government and admin­
istration. Their record is · one of 
broken promises, broken hearts 
and a despairing and disillusioned 
America. 

In their appeal to the American 
citizen, they cite the name of the 
Great Emancipator, Abraham Lin­
coln. However, they fail to tell us 
that it was this same political ma­
chine that destroyed the recon­
struction program of Lincoln, un­
dermined the administration of 
Andrew Johnson, and gave to 
America eight yean of the most 
corrupt government that our his­
tory records. It is this same party 
that speaks of its Theodore Roose­
velt, but we as Democrats know 
that Theodore Roosevelt had to 
leave his party because of its basic 
reaction and affiliation with special 
privilege. I ask you to look at the 
record of those who today ask for 
public acceptance. 

Their only two leaders suffered 
defeat and humiliation at the hands 
of their machine. The shameful 
period of the 1920's will go down 
in American history as the era of 
glorious nonsense. 

With responsibilities for the at­
tainment of a secure economy and 
world peace, they gave America 
over to the exploiters and the world 
to the dictators. 

It was a Republican administra­
tion which through its greedy tariff 
policies destroyed American foreign 
trade. It was a Republican admin­
istration that repudiated American 
promise of entrance into a League 
of Nations, to ensure permanent 
peace. It was a Republican admin­
istration that scrapped our Navy­
that denied our Army the appro­
priations necessary for adequate 
national defense. · It was a Repub-

Iican administration that closed its 
eyes to the economic realities of the 
inevitable catastrophe of stock-mar­
ket manipulation. It was a Repub­
lican administration that broke · the 
back of the American farm econ­
omy. It was a Republican admin­
istration that harassed the efforts 
of working men and women to or­
ganize into a free labor movement. 

It was a Republican administra­
tion which, when faced with the 
glaring facts of poverty of our citi­
zens, collapse of our financial in­
stitutions, and curtailment of our 
industrial production, had only a 
slogan to offer: "Prosperity is just 
around the corner." 

That, I say to .you, is their record 
of their action in the twentieth 
century. It will do them no good 
to say they have changed, that 
they regret the error of their ways 
-that they have .a new vision. You 
know and ' I know, and America. 
in control. May I say in passing­
even Mr. Willkie knows! 

Our political opposition has for­
gotten nothing and has learned 
nothing by the tragedy of their 
failure. Even today they speak of 
returning to normalcy-a normalcy 
which included as its cardinal 
points protection for the greedy, 
depression for the needy, chaos for 
a world, and despair for our youth. 

At a time when America needs a 
clean-cut statement of principles 
and a ccuarageous facing of issues, 
the Republican leadership offers 
glamour and the stillness of the 
night. Is it any wonder that to­
day, as during the past 11 years, 
we, the Democrats, are ever more 
proud of our great leader and our 
great President, Franklin Roosevelt! 

The Republican leadership is so 
addicted to a love for the past that 
even today they are parading en 
the national political scene the re­
incarnation of their leaders of the 
20's. Again, from Ohio, comes the 
Harding of 1944-and from New 
York comes the silent Calvin Cool­
idge of our day. 

Do they think that the American 
people forget so easily and remem­
ber so little? Do they not know 
that we are living in a dynamic 
world-a world that requires Amer-

\ 

~can leadership which is bold and 
progressive? What sort of normalcy 
are they now planning that we 
should return to? 

Americans everywhere are not 
seeking to return to the past. The 
sacrifices of today are being made 
to ensure the fulfillment of a 
stronger America and a better 
world. 

Again I say that the Democratic 
Party offers that hope of leader­
ship. 

Our President is not shackled 
down with an imaginary dream 
world of the past. He is intelli­
gently and courageously meeting 
the tasks of today and planning 
the achievements of democracy for 
tomorrow. 

It was Franklin Roosevelt who on 
March 4, 1933 aroused America to a 
new faith for living. He banished 
the paralyzing fear that had beset 
our economy by reminding us that 
knows, that the same old gang is 
that which we had to fear most 
was fear itself. The words were 
like magic. 

A vigorous leader restored vitality 
to a resourceful America, and we 
began our forward march. The pa­
rade of Achievement of the Roose­
velt AdminlStration is unparalleled 
in American history. In the words 
of the poet: "Lest we forget!" 

American business enterprise was 
salvaged from the ruin of Repub­
lican . maladministration by a suc­
cession of legislative and adminis­
trative actions which created the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora­
tion, to guarantee bank deposits, 
the reorganization of our entire 
banking structure, the establish­
ment of the Securities and Ex­
change Commiss:on, which prevent­
ed fraudulent practices on the 
stock market, and extensive govern­
ment loans from the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation. 

The Roosevelt Administration and 
the Democratic Party have made 
free enterprise more than a mere 
slogan. Our private economy is a 
thriving, a growing reality. Those 
who today claim to be the friends 
of business were but yesterday the 
destroyers of business. They can­
not deny the record of 1929 to 
1933. 

This administration and the 
Democratic Party did not offer 
pious platitudes to the American 
farmer. Instead, the Democrat'c 
administration conceived and set 
up a farm program which Lfted 
American agriculture from bank­
ruptcy to the high plains of sol­
vency and prosperity. With unpre­
cedented speed and decision, a se­
ries of policies and programs were 
instituted. The Agricultural Ad­
justment Administration; the Soil 
Conservation Act; Crop Insurance 
and the Ever-Normal Granary 
plan; the Farm Credit Administra­
tion, and the Rural Electrificat:on 
program. All of these sound and 
progressive programs were estab­
lished to rehabilitate and revitalize 
our agricultural economy. These 
were not drearr~ ; these were not 
cheap promises ; these are real ac­
complishments. They are today a 
part of the American way of life! 

American labor will never forget 
its great friend in the Whi-te House. 
The millions of organized workers 
in America who today are turning 
out the miracles of production know 
all too well that their great achieve­
ments in organization are the re­
sult of such enactments as the 
National Labor Relations Act and 
the Wage and Hour Law. American 
labor will not repudiate this admin­
istration. American labor remem­
bers its friends and justly punishes 
its enemies. Franklin Roosevelt, 
more than any one man in · Ameri­
can history, has been and is the 
friend of labor. 

We know that it is Lhe Demo­
cratic Administration which has 
given aid and comfort to the needy, 
theaged and the infirm. The social 
security legislation proposed and 
enacted by this administration is 
the greatest social advance in 
American democracy since the 
Emancipation Proclamation. The 
Democratic Party does not intend 
to rest on its Ia urels in this field 
of social service. The social secur­
ity program is but a beginning. 
Our party and our President in­
tend to see it extended and en­
larged. 

The Democratic . Administration 
did not forget the youth of our na­
tion. Roosevelt, like Wilson, knew 



that the strength and richness of 
America rested in its young people. 
One of the greatest tragedies of the 
depression was the despair and 
cynicism of our young men and 
women. It was a Democratic P res­
ident and a Democratic Congress 
that offered the American yout3 
the assistance of the National 
Youth Administration. It was our 
President who conceived the idea 
of a Civilian Conservation Corps. 
The young people of America will 
remember the opportunity that has 
been extended to them. The young · 
people of America are friends and 
supporters of the President and his 
party. 

The amazing record of achieve­
ment is far too long for a point­
by-point analysis. History will re­
cord that it was the vision and 
leadership of Franklin Roosevelt, 
along with the steadfast support 
of the Democratic Party, that heal­
ed the wounds of a suffering Amer­
ica. It was a Democratic Admin­
istration that added untold wealth 
to our economy through its great 
programs of public works, social 
rehabilitation, and conservation. 

we· today know that the peace­
time program of the New Deal pro­
vided the vitality and the strength 
for the wartime mobilization of the 
Arsenal of Democracy. The high­
ways, the bridges; the airports, the 
hospitals, the schools, which we 
constructed in spite of the "sniping 
criticism of the false prophets," 
gave America that extra reserve of 
power which is now so vital in total 
war. The victims of the depression 
who were saved by work relief pro­
grams, social security, and credit 
assistance, are today the stalwart 
soldiers of the home front and the 
heroes on the battlefield. 

The financial system which was 
reorganized is today capable of 
financing the terrific cost of our 
war effort. "The unbalanced budgets 
of the thirties will provide the up­
setting of the Axis in the forties." 
America, today, is immeasurably 
better off because of the New Deal 
of Franklin Roosevelt. We have the 
will to fight and the means with 
which to carry on the battle. 

The · reform and reconstruction 
administration of Roosevelt, like 

that of his great predecessor, Wood­
row Wilson, has been interrupted 
by the spectre of another World 
war. 

Our great President warned us 
of the gathering storm of aggres­
sion. He extended the helping hand 
of America to those who resisted 
the march of Fascism . It was a 
Democratic Admihistration that re­
built our Navy in the 1930's, a Navy 
which the Republican leadership 
had permitted to become obsolete 
and weak. It was the Roosevelt 
Administration which secured ap­
propriations for our Army in order 
that America might make prepara­
tions for the inevitable onrush of 
war. At the same time, the Presi­
dent and his able Secretary of 
State, Cordell Hull, made every ef­
fort to keep war away frcm our 
shores without sacrificing our heri­
tage of freedom. The opposition 
party had nothing to offer except 
to say that the "President was a 
warmonger." The American people 
will remember in this election year 
of 1944 the ·defense plans and ac­
tivities of 1939 and 1940. The fa­
thers and mothers of our young 
men and women in the armed 
forces will remember the courage 
and vision of our President and 
the leaders of the Democratic Party 
in those fateful months of 1940 and 
1941. 

They will rermember that it was 
the President who refused to ad­
mit the defeat of the Democratic 
cause in those desperate moments 
after Dunkirk. The people know 
that it was Franklin Roosevelt who 
refused to make peace with the 
Nazi World Order, and who re­
tained his faith in ultimate Demo­
cratic triumph. The American peo­
ple remember and will remember 
in the election of 1944 that it was 
President Roosevelt and the · leaders 
of our party who led a stunned 
nation to unprecedented peaks of 
production and military achieve­
ment. 

We, the people, are justly proud 
of our Commander-in-Chief. We, 
the people, know that this is our 
best-managed war. The American 
electorate will not be confused by 
the bitter attacks and the false 
words of those who but yesterday 

were shouting "There will be no 
war! " and "Roosevelt is a warmon­
ger !" 

The Republican Party and its 
leadership cannot deny that i t was 
the Commander-in-Chief who con­
ceived the great plans of total 
mobilization of our human and ma­
terial resources. The Republican 
leadership cannot deny that the 
armed forces of America are "the 
best equipped in the wor ld. 

Tne opposition critics cannot 
honestly dispute the record of 
achievement and accomplishment 
in those days since that infamous 
attack upon Pearl Harbor on De­
cember 7, 1941. 

Our Armies and Navies are 
sweeping on to new victories. The 
men and women who are on the 
battlefront believe in America and 
believe in P resident Roosevelt. I t 
was with this in mind that the op­
position to this Administ ration de­
nied an effective means of voting 
for our armed services. The youth 
of America h as faith in the leader ­
ship and statesmanship of our great 
war president. 

I say to you that the opposition 
pa rty dares not condemn the amaz­
ing spectacle of our military mo­
bilization and achievement. But, 
they "point with alarm" to the 
problems on the home front. What 
is the record here? 

The Administration program of 
economic stabilization, in spite of 
the determined r esistance of those 
who would make this war an easy 
one, has held down the cost of 
living, has stabilized wages, has 
prevented inflation, an has main­
tained a sound economic basis for 
our economy. 

We challenge the Republican 
Party to show a record in Amer­
ican history that anywhere equals 
istration in this most gigantic of 
all wars. The program of produc­
tion is the miracle of the 20th cen­
the accomplishment of this Admin­
tury. 

Let it not be forgotten that it 
was this Administra tion that con­
ceived the plans and placed them 
in operation. It was Franklin 
Roosevelt and the majority Demo­
cratic Congres1; that established the 
War Production Board. I t was 

Franklin Roosevelt and the Demo­
cratic leaders who selected the men 
responsible for our industrial mobil­
ization. It is this Administration 
that so ordered our economy that 
today the production of war equip­
ment flows off our assembly lines 
in an ever-increasing quantity. 

We, the members of the Demo­
cra tic Party, and we, the people of 
Amei"ica, point with pride to the 
ful.fillment of our pledge to our. 
Allies that we are the Arsenal of 
Democracy. 

It is this Administrat ion that es­
tablish ed Lend-Lease. It was Pres­
ident Roosevelt, in cooperation with 
th e Pr ime Minister of Great Britain, 
who pronounced t he declaration of 
th e United Nations. 

It was our Commander-in -Chief 
who gave to the wor ld the Atlan tic 
Char ter and the goals of the F our 
Freedoms. 

The opposition has only to say 
>that thees are "impractical dreams 
of a visionary man," but the peo­
ple of the United States know that 
th ese dreams and aspira tions are 
the only hope for a bet ter world 
and an enduring peace. What do 
th ese critics have to offer in the 
n ame of a constructive program? 
They presen t criticism, confusion, 
r eaction, defeatism. They shy away 
from a positive statement of our 
r esponsibilities as a great nation. 
They play upon t he inevitable re­
strictions and sacrifices that each 
and every one of us must bear in 
order to win this war. They shout 
"Bureaucracy!" without ever de­
fining the meaning of the term. 

They dare not criticize those 
great men and women of American 
industry and labor who h ave been 
mustered into the service of our 
government and who are today 
working with tireless effort for total 
victory. 

Yes, the record of the Republican 
opposition while they were in of­
fice is one of betrayal of the great 
heritage of America. 

Their record today and in the 
past ten years has been one of 
"viewing with alarm" and crying 
out that the foundations of our 
republic are being destroyed, but 
the great mass of American people 
know better. They have en during 



faith in the strength of our nation, 
and complete confidence in the 
leadership of our President . They 
stand in admiration of our Com­
mander-in-Chief, who at great per 
son al risk has traveled to Casa­
blanca, to Cairo, and to Teheran 
in order to more closely coordinate 
th e act ivities of the United Na­
t ions. 

The people of Occupied Europe, 
of Britain, of China, and of Russia, 
look to Franklin Roosevelt as the 
champion of democractic forces. He 
symbolizes to them the struggle of 
democracy against Fascist aggres­
sion, unemployment and economic 
insecurity. He is a citizen of t he 
world. He is a leader of the people. 
And, the Democratic Party is proud 
to claim him as their own. 

We here in Minnesota, assem­
bled in this convention, are an im­
portant part of this great political 
force of progressive democracy. 
Minnesota three times has cast its 
vote for Franklin Roosevelt. Minne­
sota hopes to, and plans to cast 
its vote the fourth time for Frank­
lin Roosevelt. 

We do not underestimate the 
forces of reaction which are at 
work in our state and our nation. 
We know this election of 1944 to be 
the most important political event 
of the twentieth century. We have 
been besieged by those who would 
destroy the confidence of the peo­
ple in this Administrat ion. We have 
been under the influence of a bar­
rage of oratory and propaganda on 
the part of the opposition that 
would weaken those of lesser faith . 
We know now that th e Democratic 
and Farmer-Labor Parties, along 
with liberals and progressives of all 
groups, must unite into one party 
under one banner. The platform of 
this party must be sound and pro­
gressive. :"'t must stand boldly and 
clearly for effective international 
cooperation; it must include every 
necessary measure to combat the 
threat of inflation; it must cham­
p:on the principle of racial and re­
ligious toleration; it must crusade 

against the Fascist ideas of hate 
and intolerance wherever they be 
found. The united progressive 
forces of Minnesota must be re­
lentless in their exposure of the 
evils of monopoly and economic ex­
ploitation. We must demanq post­
war planning by our government 
in cooperation with industry and 
labor. We must not retreat one 
step in the accomplishments of the 
New Deal. Our obligation is to 
extend and expand the program of 
social security ; to see to it that 
the members of our armed forces 
are guaranteed a rPspectable job at 
decent wages, along with every op­
portunity for education and normal 
community life. 

My fellow Americans, the hope of 
democratic government lies in th e 
wisdom and virtue of th e people . 
Surely if this century is to be the 
cen tury of the common man, then 
the plain people, the little people, 
must be intellectually and morally 
equipped to make the right de:::l­
sions. It America is to assume her 
proper place in a world needing 
rebuilding and redirection, th:s 
America must h ave the impellin'j 
force of public will to carry 
through. 

There can be no return to nor ­
malcy, no renunciation of our re­
sponsibility. We cannot repudiate 
a suffering hum_ani ty twice in one 
generation and still profess to be a 
democratic and decent people. 
Either we recognize and practice 
the basic principles of our moral 
and polit ical faith-the dignity of 
the individual, freedom of con­
science, and the brotherhood of 
mankind,--or we forfeit the privi­
leeg of freedom and the claim to 
decency. Our task is almost over­
powering. The world expects so 
much. The Democratic Party must 
and will be ready to fulfill its 
destiny. 

The Democratic Party and its 
great leader,_ Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, will never allow it to be 
written that we gave too little too 
late! 

TIM~S P'UII. CO.~ $l' . CL O\J D. l!ltfN . 
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