
These are days of decision. At this very moment the Island 

of Guam is being iibeBated. The war in Europe marches to a 

glorious victory as the Nazi forces crumble from within and are 

smashed from without. 

In ~merica , as was demonstrated in this conv ention ba ll last 

night , the forces of progressive government and human liberation 

are on the march. 

Indeed , in these perilous ti rr:es, there can be no politics 

as usual. The people of America , the people of the Democratic 

arty must be and will be heard. 

The history of our party is filled wi th the great-ness of 

Ame r ica. We have given to the world and to our country the author 

of t he declara tion of independence, Thomas Je·f-Person; the father 

of the American constitution , James Madison ; the man of the people , 

Andrew Jackson; the f~arless Wil!J am Jenni~g s Brg?n; the majestic 

Wood row Wil~n , and the world's greatest state sman and humanitarian , 
~ 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt=' j / 
r-~----------·---------·--- 4 0 Yes , it is a privirege and an honor to be a democrat . 

But it is a privilege and an honor fiE filled with over­

whelming responsibility. The men and wofuen of my generation , 

the 01pressed people of Europe and As ia , our valiant a llies of the 

United Nations look to the Democratic par ty to renominate and 

reelect the great fight ing te am of Franklin Roosevelt and Henry 

Wa llace. 

This convention bas fulfilled but half of its du ty. This 
_;;;.e 

convention bas met but half of its r espons ibility . We the 
~ 

delegates to this convention are honor-bound to our great citi zens 



·~ 

of the past, to the Ten and women of this ~eneration, and to 
~I 

those of the future to renominate and to re-elect as vice 

president of the United States Henry Agard Wallace . 

Here is a man who is the living symbol of the declaration 

of independence and tbe four £xHIBE freedom • His every word , 

his every deed, his every actionk_ Q[eat~ife and reali_W into tbe 
' - of 

phrases freedom from want , freedom from fear, freedom tx~wxspeecb, 

and freedom of religion. 

Henry Wa l lace , like Thomas Jefferson , xxx stands for equal 

XX!kaxxtaa rights to a~and special privilege to none. Like 

Jeffe rson, be believes tha t fOVernments are not the masters , but 

the servants of the peo le. Henry Wa llace believe : that 8overnment 

must be r ~s~onsive to the necessities of the people . Henry Wallace 

believes in the pro tect ion of prope rty in all its legitimate 

rights, but that in any conflict between property and men, the ........ .... 
rights of men come first. 

Henry Wallace, like the fighting Andrew Jackson , star.ds 

as tbe ~representative of the farmer, the tradesman , the 

laborer . iH He symbol iz ~ s the strength of fr ee men , and be 

proclaims the right of tbe average man to the protection and 

benefits of his gov rnment . 

Henry Wallace , li ke the peerless William Jennings Bryan , 

bas awakened the average man to his stake in governmen t and 

bas revived in dynamic form the principlea of Jefferso n and 

Jackson. 



MKxkocx Like Bryan, be bas transferred ~olitics from the 
smoke-filled room to the platform and from the professional 
politic~n to the people. He bas set a live in this ereat nation ~ -
an irresistible force of progr ssivism. 

Henry Wa llace. like Woodrow Wilson, ex m~l ifies the 

genius of constructive statesmanship . Like Woodrow Wilson, his 
idealism lifts America to the beigbt 3 of political morality and 
social responsibility. 

That is why in 1940 the President asked for Henry Walla ce 
as his running mate , and that is why in 1944 our matchless le ader , 
our commande~- in-chief said that if he were a delegate to th is 
convent ion he VI ould vote for Henry Wallace . 

This is a time for rreatness. Thi s is the day of decis i on . 
AmericaE ba~ its ey focused unon this convention , America 

demands leadership in the hirhest effie s of this nation , 
leader ship that can vi sualize the hopes of the fut ure . Vice 
resld _ent Henry Wa lL ace is not shackled with a ry dream 

w o r 1 d of the p a s t • JJ<.,. A-<) «;,. -....-...--..... 
He is in tel ligently and courageously 

·~ 
facing the ~ 

responsibilities of today and planning the achievements of 
d mocnacy for tomorrow. 

He believes in Amer ica. He believes in humanity. Be 
believea in the Ame rica that will be free from ectionalism , 
free from intole ra nce , free from the strangle-bold of monopoly , 
and fr e from the deadening poison of r ·· acticn. 



• ' > 

ith the immo · tal Lincoln, be ma r ches on in the spirit 

of "with malice to\~ards none , with charity x for a ll , bu t with 

firmness in the right as god elves us to see the right." 

Minnesota is proud to second the nomination of Henry A. 

¥(Allace as vice president of thexx United States. 
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