
The Democ ratic- l' 'a. r mer - Labor Part. in t he . Fir st Congressi ona l 

District ha s decla r ed a polit i al war on August H. Andresen . The present congress-

man for the Firs t C ong ~essi ona l District of Minnesota has a rec or d that reveals his 

complete 1 ck of und erstanding of the times in whi ch \\e l i ve and of the is s ues whi ch 

r e of such cruc ial i mportance o 

I say that his record is one of a r ank isolationist , a bitter v 
~ 

opponent of labor , an inciter of racial prejudi ce and a r eactionar y in r egard to 

the domestic economic policies of our nation . His record stands out as a l aring ' ' .; 
example of politica l in• ptitude and downright defeatism. 

Here i s the evidence . In June of 1938 this congressman , who pro-

claimed that he wa s intere sted i n the bx defense of merica, voted agai nst an 

appropri ation to build our n~vy to tr ~aty strength . In June of 1939 August Andresen 

voted to eliminate 1283 planes from the Uni t ed States Army ap r opri ati n . In October 

1939 he stated , "This war sca re has been largely brought about by propaganda to 

keep our people i n a state of fear and confusiontt • 

Yes , Augu st Andr =sen was so blinded by his own pr ejudices and hi s 

own lack of understanding that even s Hi tler marched into Poland and threatened 

t o over power the world , the congressman f rom the Fi r st District called it but a war 

scare brought about by propaganda • 

• ugust. dre s en opposed and voted a gainst Lend L3ase . He opposed 

the modification of the Neutrality Act which provided that we cou l d sell and ship 

supplies to England and France . A year after Hitler invaded Pol and , in Sept ember 

1940, this man voted against conscripti on and but two months befor - the attack on 

Pearl Harbor , in October 1941, he voted a gainst extending the dr ft hich meant , 

in effect, that he favored dismiss i ng our army and leaving us total l y unprepa red o 

All of thi s , mind ~· ou , just two months before Pearl Harbor . 

August Andre sen voted against the seizure of forei gn ships in 

.erican Harbors, ships of countries that Hitler had overrun and occupied . He 

voted against arming our merchant sh i ns in order that our co:rnuerce could be 

protected fro m the azi submarine o 

The congressman of the First District in typical r e~ctionary fashion 

voted against giving our government the power to seize vital ro perties necessa ry 
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for the defense of our nation . Congressman And r esen voted against the fortificati on 

of the important erican island i n the Pacific ~ Guam ~ the r eby adding his bit to · 

weakening our P cific defens es . 

Here is the rec ord of a an who , in consideri ng the defense of 

his country , was ~ong on every issue . ere is the record of a cmgressman who 

had a complete l Pck f knowledge a n:l omplete blackout of understand ng of the threat 

of fascism and ug res sion throughout the world . His record on the home f r on t is 

every bit a .-· vicious und r eact ionary as his record supporting the battle front . 

The congressman from the First District, posing as a repr esent ative of a r i ch a ri­

cultural r egion , has repeatedly voted fo r high protective tarri f s which e n3 ruinous 

to A1nerican agr i culture arrl has openly and bi tter l y opposed the prac tica l and profi­

table Reciprocal Trade Treaty Progr am ad vanced by our President and Secreta r y of 

State , Cordel l Hull . This , by the way ~ is the trade treaty progr am which has re­

stored the exp ort trade of American ~griculture . 

The record of And r esen i s one of consistent opposit ion to the 

Fa r m Security Administrati cn hi chhas so successfu lly protected and re s tored mil­

lions of ind e pendent farme rs in me.tica - - the Fa r m Security A ministrat ion hich 

has been responsible for a pr eponderance of an i ncrease in our agricultural pro­

duction fo r the ~ ar program. 

This same congressman , while on the one hand voting to victimi ze 

the American farmer b hi gh tari J fs and slapping at the l i ttle fa er ~y his opno­

xit ion to 'the Farm Security Administration , has added onto his mis erable rec ord 

opposition to the Price Control Act . He has consistently voted t o r estrict the 

acti Yi ty of the Office of Pri::e Administration and to r estrict the amount of ftmd s 

available fo r effective price contro l . At the same time showing his dis like and 

opposition to Ame ricll!l labor , he voted to drastically amend the Hagn6r Labor Re­

lati ons Act and support the new infamous and unjust Srni th Conna lly Act . His anti­

labor record is one that is scarcely equalled by any congres sman in the entire 

middlewest . In his deep concern for the ¥e l fa re of those of specia l privi le e and 

those who he e profi teared frorr, this wa r, August Andresen voted f or the Ruml Tax 

Plan which would have forgiven the taxes on warti me profits for t h e year 1942 --



the one yea r in which ~erican industry had its gr eatest profits. Adding to thi s 

tax rec ord , it should be r eme bered that the c ong ressman of the Firs t Dist r ict voted 

.to overr id e the President's veto of the ~holly inad equate tax la of 1944 , a tax 

mich gave relief to the greedy and additional burdens to the needy . 

The Democratic- armer-L~bor party considers i t a sacred obligation 

to remove fron office one of our most incompetent and r eact ionar y congressmen . 

His r ecord is one that stands i n opposi tion to those who have supported Wendell 

Willkie of the Republican Party and President Roosevelt of the Democratic Party o 

He s shown a complete lac~ of understanding of the gr eat issues of our time . He 

has appa r ently refused to examine the errors of his way or to r e- evaluate his po­

s iti on in the past . This rr.an will be and must be removed from public trust and 

res ponsibility. 1 e app€8. 1 to all men and women re a rdless of poli tica 1 party to 

demonstrate to the people of America that 1 · nnesota in her grea t liberal herita r e 

is neither iso l a tionist, re 2 ctionary nor de f eatist . 
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