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These are days of decision., The armed forces of the United
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Nations are marching on to a glorious victory. At long last, we can
see the triumph of the forces of freedom over the forces of darkness.
The military victory can and will be ours., Yet, we cannot afford to
indulge in a philosophy of "everything will turn out all right.,"

This war has dug deep into the roots of our social and economic life.
When the war is over - and it isn't yet by a long shot, - we cannot
simply returﬁ to what we like to call normalcy. Remember, it was
that which was so-called "normal" that produced this war. It was the

"normaley" of the 1920's andA}égb‘a which gave rise to a Hitler.

It was the "normelcy" of the Harding-Coolidge-Hoover era which
condemned this generation to the inferno of unemployment, economic
disaster, and world war.

There must be no "going back." There must be a better, a
freer, and a more stable society. The tremendous dislocation to our
economy made by world war cannot be treated lightly., Now, if ever,
we need statesmanship. Now, if ever, we need men of vision, and
courage.

That is why this election year of 1944 is a year of Decision,

We are to decide in this election the path we are to choose. Either

we march forward under the leadership which in 1933 met the challenge

of defeat, hunger, agd fear = the leadership which has mobilized the

nation for total war - the leadership which has displayed courage and

imagination, or we go back to dismal reaction, the frightening

defeatism, of these who are addicted to a'ho-qgﬁg}gg*Policy:’
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With these things in mind, the Democratic and Farmer-Labor
parties of the State of Minnesota united into one political party.
The progressive and liberal forces of our state united to do our
share in the great days that lie ahead., Today we stand shoulder to
shoulder ready to do battle with those who would turn back and check
the march of progressive government.

We do not underestimate the forces of reaction which are at

work in our state and our nation. We know this election of 1944 to

be the most important political evente of the twentieth century. We
have bgfn besé¢ged by those who would destroy the confidence of the
people‘:;Jthis Administration, We have been under the influence of a
barrage of oratory and propaganda on the part.of the opposition that
would weaken those of lesser faith., X

The platform of our party is sanely liberal, sound, and

progressive, It stands boldly and clearly for effective International
Organization., It includes every necessary measure to combat the threat

of inflation; it champions the principle of racial and religious

toleration., It pledges a relentless exposure of the evils of monopoly
and economic exploitation, We demand post-war planning by our government
in cooperation with Industry and Labor. We pledge to crusade against

the fascist ideas of hate and intolerance wherever they be found. We

pledge to see to it that the members of our armed forces are guaranteed

IéSpectable jobs at decent wages along with every opportunity for
education and normal community life.

Yes, sonlmapmgzyr, we are proud efssidbwsgide of our party -

the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party. It is a fusion of the liberal
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philosophy of Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson,Woodrow Wilson, and

Franklin D, Roosevelt along with the immortal Minnesotans of John A.

Johnson, John Lind, and Floyd B, Olson,

This great state of Minnesota has had a Progressive Liberal
tradition whichgg}';ea} meaning into the principles of American
Democracy. Today we march ahead under one banﬂer taking our
spiritual strength not only from our great leaders of the past but
in & firm conviction of our ebility to cope with the future, Let it
be remembered that the history of the Democratic party nationally, and
the history of the Fermer-Labor Party in Minnesota is a record of free

America, It is the history of an America that has given refuge to the

oppressed, an opportunity to the Common man, and a chance for plain
———————
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people to become great people. .If' GRS L
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Ihﬁége mentioned the name of Thomas Jefferson, and it is strange
to note that th se today who are most bitter oyer the Progressive policies
of the Roosevelt Aﬂfinistration, hark back 10 Jefferson, saying that the
new progressivism of\fg\ Democratic party is a betrayal of Jeffersonian
democracy! But oh, how‘they do misi 'erpret American Historyi

It was the Democraﬁ\Jeffe on — yes,the Democrat-Farmer-Laborite
Jefferson -- who proclaimed thﬂ\doctrlne of human equality. It was Jeffer-
son the Democrat Who remindgd usﬁgx\the essential dignity of man.

It was Jefferso//who nnunciitégxfhe great principle of democratic

government -- that govérnments are 1na£ uted among men to secure the

blessings of life, ldberty, and the pursuit

’.«’
We, the members of the Democratic-Farm ?r Party, are proud of

i
Jefferson -~ néi only the Jefferson of the past, bu \Qhe Jefferson who is
4
the living symbol of the future.



r
|

I
\ ‘«(

We can ;EQS the future with pride in the principles upon which
our party was foun&bq: Thomas Jefferson gave us a great heritage.

He stood for the legitimate rights of the states. He stood
primarily for "egual rights to all and special privileges to none" --
for the "encouragement of griculture and of commerce as its handmaiden"
-- and for the freedom of speech and of press, :

He believed thet goveknments are not for the masmers, but the
servants of the people; that géwernment must be respon31ﬂp to the
necessitiesrof the people; that*governmente which sacriflee the
interests oF the majority tg/the gneed of a minority are b%t usurpations
by the few., / i \3 ?

/
He /believed tha?’sociaty requfree the protection effproperty in

/
all its legitimate rigﬁts, but tw;t in any confliet’between property

and men, the righte,of men come first. :
g \

He believ that the Consqitution must be reepected but that

when time and chcumetance demand amendmentjrfgfmﬁﬁefgg;ernﬁent reeponeive

to the will of the people, who are the-meeteN@, theylmust beladopted to

preserve pepular respect for eenstltutional gouernme t
Tnis is the philoSOphy which' caused Wilson td say that "the
pr@ﬁciples of Jefferson are the definitions and the axiome of a free
A

society." e —— I
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We are proud of the E;&le of our party -- the Democratic-Farmer-
Labor Party -- because it states three subjects that the opposition party
seems inclined to ignore; Democracy, the Farmer, and the Laborer. We
are proud of our party because it stands boldly and clearly upon the

great traditions of Thomas Jefferson and Floyd Olson, We are proud of

our party because it dares to dream new dreams and chart new courses
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to meet the problems of a dynamic and a changing wor{i;ﬂﬂ,_aw%;;})

There is but one test of a FPolitical Party, and that is to judge
it not by its promises but by its performance. Let's jook at the
record., Yes, let's look at the record of the Republican Party.
Republican leadership had 12 years to guide the destiny of our country
from 1921 to 1933, The Democratic Party has had almost a like period
of time in which it was entrusted with the responsibility of government,
Let's teke a look at the record. Let's make_sgf_jgggpggt from facts,
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not fiction,

My mind, goes back to world war ijhen Woodrow Wilson was in
-‘_-_-__—"—\-—A

the White House,



Like all of his great predecessors, Woodrow Wilson was

attacked for "undermining the foundations of Americanism," 1In
the midst of his great reform administration, the tragedy of
World war I came upon us =-- but again this great American rose
to the summit of his statesmanship.

Wilson was the greatest of American war presidents up

to his time, Miracles of mobilization were performed before

which the world stood at salqgg.

It-waa Woodrow Wilson, the proclaimer of the "new freedom,"

who sponsored the League of Nations,
~ It was Woodrow Wilson in his idealism that lifted America

to the epitome of humanitarianism and morality that symbolizes the
————m—

true meaning of the term nobility.
From the peak of this idealism, with the defeat of Woodrow
Wilson, the country sank at once to the lowest depths of sordid

materialism it had known since the Period of Reconstruction.

The twelve long years that followed are among the blackest

in the triumph of selfish special interests, The voice of the

people seemed lost in the battle cry of the victors -- "Back to

-ngfgigyl“ "Hands off Big Business! It knows besti"

Even in defeat, the Democratic Party fought against th}s
defiant corruption == under the leadership of that great ﬁi;::::geﬁb
Senator Thomas J, Walsh of lMontana,

In the end, came the inevitable crash which threatened the-
foundations of American institutions.

Thus, in the darkest days of the nation's history -- with
ruin everywhere -- with panic in the hearts of everyone from the

wizards of Wall Street to the toilers walking the roads in search

Es——

s




of work -- with faith in democracy and American institutions sheaken
to the very core -- the Democratic Party gave to the American people

Franklin Delano Roosevelt. ‘X

Yes, our Party has faced one crisis after another during this
long and glorious history. It has been tested in the refinery of
faith and achievement, It has never faltered in its devotion to the

higher interests of the American people, and it will not falter now,.

We do not come together in any vain spirit prompted by the mere

desire for partisan or personal victory.
Unless, by our record ;n the past and our concept of duty
in the future we are prepared for the tasks of statesmanship, unless

we remain the progressive party, the spokesman of the common man, we

have no right to expect the support of the electorate.

We lay no claim to perfection., There is no pretense that our

record is without error, Nevertheless, we point with pride to the
task we have undertaken and accomplished in behalf of democracy in
America,

The opposition party had its "twelve long years" to prove its
capacity for government and administration. Their record is one of
broken promises, broken hearts and a despairing and disillusioned
America,

In their appeal to the American citizen, they cite the name
of the Great Emancipator, Abraham Lincoln, However, they fail to tell

us that it was this same political machine that destroyed the recon-

struction program of Lincolq, undermined the administration of Andrew

Johnson, and gave to America eight years of the most corrupt government

that our history records. It is this same party that speaks of its
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Theodore Roosevelt, but we as Democrate# know that Theodore Roosevelt

had to leave his party because of its basic reaction and affiliation

with special privilege. I ask you to look at the record of those
who today ask for public acceptance,

Their only two leaders suffered defeat and humiliation at

SN
the hands of theirbmachiqg.)q?T_he shameful period of the 1920's will
/I

go down in American history as the”era of glorious nonsense,

With responsibilities for the attainment of a secure economy

and world peace, they gave America over to the exploiters and the
S —— —

world to the dictators.

——

It was a Republican administration which through its greedy
tariff policies destroyed American foreign trade. It was a Republican
administration that repudiated, American promise of entrance into a
League of Nations, to ensure permanent peace. It was a Republican
administration that scrapped our Navy =-- that denied our Army the
appropriations necessary for adequate national defense. It was a

Republican administration that closed its eyes to the economic

realities of the inevitable catastrophe of stock-market manipulation,.

It was a Republican administration that broke the back of the American
farm economy. It was a Republican administration that harassed the
efforts of working men and women to organize into a free labor movement,
It was a Republican administration which, when faced with the
glaring facts of poverty of our citizens, collapse of our financial
institutions, and curtailment of our industrial production, had only

a slogan to offer: "Prosperity is Jjust around the corner,"

——— g

That, I say to you, is their record of their action in the

twentieth century. It will do them no good to say they have changed,

that they regret the errof of their ways =-- that they have a new vision.
€



You know, and I know, and America knows that the same old gang is in
control, May I say in passing -- even Mr, Willkie knows.

OQur political opposition hes forgotten nothing and has learned
nothing by the tragedy of their failure. Even today they speak of

returning to normalcy -- a normalcy which included as its cardinal

pointi)protection for the greedy, depression for the needy, chaos

for a world, and despair for our youth,

At a time when America needs a clean-cut statement of

principles and a courageous facing of issues, the Republican leadership

cﬂ%wioffera glamouﬂ and the stillness of the night. Is it any wonder that

e ——

today, as during the past 11 years, we, LSESmmmasies, are ever more
proud of our great leader and our great Preaideeﬁ.Franklin Roosevelt!

The Republican leadership is @ addicted to a love for the
past that even today they are parading on the national political scene
the reincarnation of their leaders of the 20's., Again, from Chio,

comes the Harding of 1944 -- and from New York comes the silent

Calvin Coolidge of our day.

-

Do they think that the American people forget so easily and
remember so little? Do they not know that we are living in a dynamic
world -- a world that requires American leadership which is bold and
progressive? What sort of normalcy are they now planning that we

should return to?

Americans everywhere are not seeking to return to the past.

The sacrifices of today are being made to ensure the fulfillment of
a stronger America and a better world.

Again I say that a liberal Democratic party offers that hope
of leadership. A militant Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party offers that

type of leadership in Minnesota in its candidate for governor, Byron
G. Allen. P



i

Our President 1s not shackled down with an imaginary dream

world of the past. He is intelligently and courageously meeting the

tasks of today and planning the achievements of democracy for tomorrow.
It was Franklin Roosevelt who on March 4, 1933, aroused America
to a new faith for living. He banished the paralyzing fear that had

beset our economy by reminding us that that which we had to fear most

was fear itself. The words were like magic,

A vigorous leader restored vitality to a resourceful America,
and we began our forward march, The parade of Achievement of the
Roosevelt Administration is unparalleled in American history., 1In the

words of the Poet: "Lest we forget!®

rens

American business enterprise was salvaged from the ruin of

Republican maladministration by a succession of legislative and

administrative actions which created the Federal Deposit Insurance

corporation, to guarantee bank deposiEE; the reorganization of our

entire banking structure, the establishment of the Securities and

Exchange Commission, which prevented fraudulent practices on the stock

market, and extensive government loans from the Reconstruction Finance

Corporation.

The Roosevelt Administration djiiiscsRemnccnetiSigiiiinime
\

I " it
made free enterprise more than a mere slogan. Our private economy

is a thriving, a growing reality. Those who today claim to be the

friends of business were but yesterday the destroyers of business.

They cannot deny the record of 1929 to 1933,

This administration .gsebssslsnvenatrosiomiy, did not offer

il
pious platitudes to the American farmer. Instead, the Democratic

administration conceived and set up a farm program which lifted

American agriculture from bankruptcy to the high planes of solvency

/2
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and prosperity, With unprecedented speed and decision, a series of
policies and programs were instituted. The Agricultural Adjustment
Administration; £he Soil Conservation Act; Crop Insurance and the
Ever-Normal Granary plan; the Farm Credit Administration, and the

Rural Electrification program. All of these sound and progressive
programs were established to rehabilitate and revitalize our agricultural
economy, These were not dreams; these were not cheap promises; these

are real accomplishments, They are today a part of the American way

of life!

American labor will never forget its great friend in the White

House. The millions of organized workers in America who teday are

turning out the miracles of production know all too well that their

s

great achievements in organization are the result of such enactments
as the National Labor Relations Act and the Wage and Hour Law,

American labor will not repudiate this administration, American

e

labor remembers its friends and justly punishes its enemies. Franklin

Roosevelt, more than any one man in American history, haes been and is
the friend of labor.
We know that it is the Democratic Administration which has given

aid‘and comfort to the needy, the aged, and the inférm, The social

——

security legislation proposed and enacted by this administration is the

greatest social advance in Americen democracy since the Emancipation

Proclamation. The Democratic Party does not intend to rest on its
e

laurels in this field of social service. The social security program
is but 2 beginning., Our party and our President intend to see it

extended and enlarged.

=



The Boosevelt Administration did not forget the youth of our

v

——

Eziign. Roosevelt, like Wilson, knew that the strength and richness
of America rested in its young people, One of the greatest tragedies
of the depression was the despair and cynicism of our young men and
women, It was a Democratic President and a Democratic Congress that
offered je American youth the assistance of the National Youth

Administration. It was our Fresident who conceived the idea of a

Civilian Conservation Corps. The young people of America will remember

the opportunity that has been extended to them., The young people of

America are friends and supporters of the President and his party.

The amazing record of achievement is far too long for a point-

a—————— e

v by-point enalysis, History will record that it was the vision and

leadership of Franklin Roosevelt, along with the steadfast support of

the Democratic Party, that healed the wounds of suffering America.

It was Lc Administration thet added untold wealth to our
economy through its great programs of public works, social rehabilitation,

and conservation.

!E’today know that the peacetime program of the New Deal provided

the vitality and the E&rength for the wartime mobilization of the Arsenal

of Democracy. The highways, the bridges, the airports, the hospitals,
ﬁ .
the schools, which we constructed in spite of the Hsniping critfeism

of the false prophets," gave America that extra reserve of power which

is now so vital in total war. The victims of the depression who were
saved by work relief programs, social security, and credit assistance,

are today the stalwart soldiers of the home front and the heroes on

y "f/'
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The financiel system which was reorganized is today capable of

financing the terrific cost of our war effort, "The unbalanced budgets

G
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of the thirties will providenthe upsetting of the Axis in the forties."

America, today, is immeasurably better off because of the New Deal of
Franklin Roosevelt, We have the z&i} to fight and the EEEE? with
which to carry on the battle.

The reform and reconstruction administration of Roosevelt,
like that of his great predecessor, Woodrow Wilson, has been interrupted
by the spectre of another World war.

Our great President warned us of the gathering storm of
aggression., He extended ihe helping hand of America to those who
resisted the march of Fascism, It was a Democratic Administration
that rebuilt our Navy in the 193C's, a Navy which the Republican
leadership had permitted to become obsolete and weak. It was the

Roosevelt Administration which secured approprietions for our Army

in order that America might make preparations for the inevitable onrush
of war., At the same time, the President and his able Secretary of
State, Cordell Hull, made every effort to keep war away from our shores
without sacrificing our heritage of freedom, The opposition party had
nothing to offer except to say that the "President was a warmonger."

The American people will remember in this election year of 1944 the

defense poans and activities of 1939 ané 1940, The fathers and mothers
of our young men and ﬁomen in the armed forces will remember the courage
and vision of our President and the leaders of the Democratic Party in
those fateful months of 1240 and 1941,

They will remember that it was the President who refused to

admit the defeat of the Democratic cause in those desperate moments

after Dunkirk. The people know that it was Franklin Roosevelt who
Mﬂh

refused to make peace with the Nazi World Order, and who retained his

H



faith in ultimate Democratic triumph. The American people remember
and will remember in the election of 1944 that it was President Roosevelt
and the leaders of our party who led a stunned nation to unprecedented
peeks of production and military achievement,

We, the people, are Jjustly proud of our Commander-in-Chief, We,
the people, know that this is our best-menaged war., .The American
electorate will not be confused by the bitter attacks and the false

words of those who but yesterday.were shouting "There will be no wari{"

and "Roosevelt is a warmongeri"

The Republican Party and its leadership cannot deny that it
was the Commander-in-Chief who conceived the great plans of total
mobiligation of our human and“material resources, The Republican
leadership cannot deny that the armed forces of America. are the best
equipped, W! % MW W% M‘fw "(4’! : %

The opposition critics cannot honestly dispute the record of
achievement and accomplishment in those days since that infamous attack
upon Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941,

Our Armies and Navies are sweeping on to new victories. The
men and women who are on the battlefront believe in America and believe

in President Roosevelt, It was with this in mind that the opposition

to this Administration denied an effective means of voting for our

armed services, The youth of America has faith in the leadership and

statesmanship of our great war president.

I say to you that the opposition party dares not condemn the

amazing spectacle of our military mobilization and achievement., But,
they "point with alarm" to the problems on the home front. What is

the record here?
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The Administration program of economic stabilization, in spite

of the determined resistance of those who would make this war an”easy

——

gggf has held down the cost of living, has stabilized wages, has

prevented inflation, and has maintained a sound economic basis for
—————

our economy.

We challenge the Republican Party to show a record in American
history that anywhere equals the record of this administration in this
most gigantic of all wars. The program of production is the miracle
of the 20th century.

Let it not be forgotten that it was this Administretion that
conceived the plans and placed them in operation, It was Franklin
Roosevelt and the majority Democratic Congress that established the
Wer Production Board. It was Franklin Roosevelt and the Democratic
leaders who selected the men responsible for our industrial mobilization.
It is this Administration that so ordered our economy that today the
production of war equipment flows off our assembly lines in an ever-
increasing quantity. N,Mﬂidﬂv

We, the members of the DemocraticjParty, and we, the people of
America, point with pride to the fulfillment of our pledge to our Allies
that we are the Arsenal of Democracy.

It is this Administration that established Lend-Lease. It was
President Roosevelt, in cooperation with the Prime Minister of Great
Britain, who pronounced the declaration of the United Nations.

It was our Commander-in-Chief who gave to the world the Atlantic

Charter and the goals of the Four Freedoms,




The opposition has only to say that these are "impractical

—

dreams of a visionary man," but the people of the United States know

that these dreams and aspirations are the only hope for a better

world and an enduring peace. What do these critics have to offer in

the name of a constructive program? They present criticism, confusion,

reaction, defeatism, They shy away from a positive statement of our

responsibilities as a great nation., They play upon the inevitable
restrictions and sacrifices that each and every one of us must bear

in order to win this war. Jlhey shout "Bureaucracy!! without ever

defining the meaning of the term.

They dare not criticize those great men and women of American
industry and labor who have been mustered into_the service of our
government and who are today working with tireless effort for
total victory.

Yes, the record of the Republican opposition while they were

rm——

in office is one of betrayal of the great heritage of America.
e

Their record today and in the past ten years has been one

of "viewing with alarm" and crying out that the foundations of our

—

republic are being destr:yed,'ﬂut the great mass of American people

know better., They have enduring faithin the strength of our nation,
and complete confidence in the leadership of our President, They
gtand in admiration of our Commander-in-Chief, who at great personal
risk has traveled to Casablanca, to Cairo, and to Teheran in order
to more closely coordinate the activities of the United Nations,

The people of Occupied Europe, of Britain, of China, and

of Russia, look to Franklin Roosevelt as the champion of democratic



forces. He symbolizes to them the struggle of democracy against
Fascist aggression, unemployment and economic insecurity. He is a

citizen of the world, He is a leader of the people. A&nd, the

Democratic Party is proud to claim him as their own,

We here in Minnesota are an important part of this great
political force of progressive democracy. Minnesota three times has
cast its vote for Franklin Roosevelt., Minnesota will ecast its vote

the fourth time for Franklin Roosevelt,

We are not being misled by rubber words, by weasel words and

double talk of the Hoover, Dewey, Thye, and Dunn Political Hacﬁ}gﬁ.
The people of this State now know that a Political betrayal on the
part of Governor Thye and his two Political masters -- Mr, Dewey and
Mr, Hoover -- has taken place. The Metropolitan press of our State
les#d us to believe that the Republican Party stood for effective
international organization to insure a just and durable peace.

The newspapers of this State in their "worship-like" support of former
Governor Stassen and Senator Ball lead us to believe that the Republican
Party nationally and in Minnesota hud repudiated the isolationist and
reactionary leaders within their ranks, But, the sorry spectacle of
the Republican National Conwention in its selection of Dewey and
Bricker and in its repudiation of Wendell Wilkie and the 17 so-called

Liberal Governors, can leave but one conclusion -- that the Republican

! -

Party is now hand and hand in with the Chicago Tribune, the Hamilton

Fishes, and Herbert Hoovers,

The people of this State want to know what sort of political
medicine was concocted at the Republican National Convention that so
cleverly put aside the liberal forces of their so-called Liberal

Governors., The People of Minnesota want to know what kind of leadership

- L-



existed in the Republican Party that denied Mr. Wilkie even a hearing.

R S

The people of Minnesota want to know.whether or not it is true that
Mr. Hoover, Landon, and Mr. Pew of Pennsylvania, and the other reac-
tionaries of a "by-gone age" are not still in Political control., Yes,
possibl the people of our State do know that the Republican Party,

—— ———4
national and state, has gone back to the political philosophy and the
i —

P .

politicel slogans of Herbert Hoover’(ﬁ%he people of this State will

find in the Democratics<Farmer-Labor Party no weasel words, no double

talk on the matter of international organization. The citizens of
———a. —

Minnesota will find in our party no cry to a return to normalcy.

The electorate of this State will find in the Democratic-Farmer-

Labor Partya chance to express itself by supporting Franklin Delano

Roosevelt and Harry Truman and our militant, progressive, candidate for

governor, Byron G. Allen.\ The people of Minnesota will find in the

Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, Candidates for state offices who
unhesitatingly and whole-heartedly support the constructive policies
of Franklin D, Roosevelt -- who are pledged to build & greater Minnesota,
a more prosperous state.}(

I call to your attention the present Minne sota Congressional
delegation., Here is a delegation in Congress that has a record of

isolationism, a record of reaction second to none. We need a Congress

that understands the great issues of our time. We need Congressmen

from the State of Minnesota who will cooperate with our President,
who will fight for progressive legislation.

In conclusion, I say, there can be no return to normaelcy, no

L..-}\



renunciation of our responsibility. We cannot repudiate a suffering
humanity twice in one generation and still profess to be a democratic
and decent people., Either we recognize and practice the basic
principles of our moral and political faith -- the dignity of the
individuel, freedom of conscience, and the brotherhood of mankind --
or we forfeit the privilege of freedom and the claim to decency.
our task is almost overpowering. The world expects so much, Our
Party must and will be ready to fulfill its destiny.

The Democratic party and its great leader, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, will never allow it to be written that we gave to little

too late!l
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