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~munity redevelopment for Minneapolis is at once 

e grand dream of the future and an immediate necesslty of the 

present . 

Elt~ is a grand dream in the sense that it envisions 

•nstt lliln.,r•u •anltimately; a new 
\_,g,omE.l:.etel~,..; 

andmodern city , bfo re esig ned along functional lines W}l iCh 

offer the maximum in community b eauty, com~ , and convenience . 

C...:: t is an immediate necessity because ...... 

wartime 

and postwar expectations 

specifi~s a means of alleviating probl ems which are 

now ~~~-. .. 11111111 .... 11 .... .-~, pres s ing .in upon us . 

i8 itit vpl'!ttQ!tiiJ Ofll GliliiltifH'ISj Nd&t g ibpihw ' 8111 .;;;en lor I 

~e two phases of community redeve lopment-- the long­

range and the immediate- - must be regarded jointly , becau.se it 

would be folly to undertake new plans now without making those 

plans • part of a long- time over- all program that wi ll utlimate ly 

••••••• produce a redesigned city th?-t e conforms;;he 

needs and demands of modern community _life . 

( Th:;t is why in our Jl 'e approach to community 

redevelopment we must first have an over- all plan-- a master 

plan .,., .... _.i.IMR'f .. L .. I•t~M -- that will give us a 

realistic and sound guide for_ ~ 
~~--~~~~-· -+W' 
~4~~~~~ , 
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~ the designing of an overall or master plan there 

must be the closest possible cooperation\~( the many 

public and private groups already at work on some aspect or 

other of the total obje c tive . 

(.,Thus, 

ment of a central 

my 

in the coordination . _. (\ 

)F;fuJY'YC( ~ i d db~ 

(.!..suggested name for t h is . c.~nt~~ a rsency the 

Grea ter Minneapolis As oociation . It~e 
tatives of business and l ab or, financial institutions and 

social welfare agencies , of leade rs in the professions , 

ana acr ieye 11m hlgliesb acgiec of s«spMa'l'llcn ficm all cso'lsisns 

of ~he omrn:a ii:P: 
1 

t:;a;:•· / * ~ 
etii:!CI JHaacapsli1 a 11:~labisn ~l include 

representatives from the s everal public planning bodies , such 

as the City P1anning Commission , the City Council's postwar 

Progres s Committee , and from county, state , and federal a Bncies, 

private and semiprivate agencies concerned wi th planning , such 
~ 

as the Committee on E~c ·onomic Deve lopment , the Min neapolis Civic 

Development Assoc i at i on, the Civic and C0 mmerce As ?oc iation, 

the J 1nior As soc i Ation of Commerce , the Central Labor Union, 

the Congress of Industrial Organizations , and the Council of 

Civic Clubs . 
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0_ach of these ~ gro •lD S has already devoted 

considerable time to~ preliminary stud ies of spe cific ei;iiJ!:, 

J p' · z 5± plans . An outstanding example is the 

Civic Center Development Association, which has so graphically 
' . 

portrayed the possibilities of redevelopment in the lower loop 

section of our city. 

groups. 

of its work the Greater Minneapolis 

Assoc i ation should establish a number of committees devoted to 

specific\ ~f overall planning. 

should · direct their attent :illn 

to such aspects of our civic life and economy as distribution 
l 

and services , manufacturing , employment , land use , public worlcs , 

housing, transportation and traffic , education and culture , health , 

recreation, welfare , and veterans services. 
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Victory Aidf 

groups , 

~ 
assis~p~blic 

f the association ' s program 

for the purpose ~ 
postwar 

••=8iiiii!i!:Z!!!I!•BDlh.. education 

pro~rams , ~~~~~~~u_~~~~@-~-m~~~~~~~~n 

au~il ries , to provide neighborhood recreational centers for · 

~th. 

~cce~s of this overall development plan will depend 

upon effective reseerch.# and broad acceptance by the public 

of the --~~~~~--.... ~-. .. ~associ~tion ' s program . Thus , it 

should have a division devoted to research , and another to 

publicity and speakPrs . 
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are nl)meroLE • 

(!:irst , it will provide large-scale construction and 

employment opportunities :!Lhxl>:tHX'iZLwth. x:ttx:kl'i'MX:&i!Wl:tstkfnurx~~m~x at~ 
time. when nx;stJAii's there will be unprecedented need for new 

Jobs. 

(~ec~d, it will mean better health and~iving 
conditions as the result of slum and blighted area clearance , and 

the construction of many ne'v homes and ~ public facilities; . 

Third , it will mean greater • utilizqtion of our 

physical plant , land areas , and public services . 

(Fourt? , it will provide a sounder tax and revenue base~ 
by returning to t~e tax rolls many propert ies now delinquent 

and :s:--- unproductive¥ and by the addition of new properties . 

~t~, i t will mean a well-designed city offering the 

maximum of beauty and utility . 

~~munity redevelopment has as its first task the 

c~nstruction of low-cost housing . However , the 
~~~~-~~~~other features sucha 

f1C~ii:5~~~ij~~ as the cons truction of needed public 

buildings , new hospitals, the of parkj and recreational 

facilities the construction of 

modern traffic facilities . 

Already plans Nix for x~~ modernization 

of public buildings , the t redesigning of)ur traffic routes, and 

the improvement of our parks , playgrounds , and streets are under 
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way . 

A MI!!~B~.~ recent survey made by the Minneapolis 

Rese arah Bureau of private postwar coristruction reveals that 

in the five-year period after the wa~hettwill be 10 , 000 

new residences built in Minneapolis at an average cost of 

$5 , 600 per dwelling . ~he to tal expendtirue is estimated at 

approximated $55,000 , 0QO. 

~e survey showed that 20 chucrche s of the city 

planJt ne w bu ild ing s and im -,rovements approximately 

$ 2 , 519 , 000 , and that 11 hospitals new 
f 

cons truct~ and improvements costing approximately $3 , 500 , 000 . 

~e list of building improvements in the 

business field is s ufficient to indicate that 

a building b oom after the war ~ 

when l abor a nd mate rials are available, the survey showed. 

~e Civic Center Deve lopment Associa tion 

in i ts plans pre sents to us the pattern of coordinated planning . 

This organization propose8 to rehabilitate the a r ea from 4th 

Street South to the River and east fr om Henne pin Avenue . The 

p lan is to remove as many of thepresent buildings in that 

area as pos s i bl e and rEPLace them with · the followin§?) pw.lw 1 1 c _. 

a new feder al building' ~ new central lib 'Y' ray 

bu ild ing , fff!IJ bus depot , ~ cit y hall office build ing , and I:>) a 

city park , and ~ a)K8ft§~'85•XRB municipal health center . 

with 

~s organization has ca refully blended its plans1~~ 
the propo sals of the City Planning Commiss ion . The \w:oAug 
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