( Community redevelopment for Minneapolis is at once
a grand dream of the future and an 1lmmediate necessity of the
pregsent,

e:g(éi 1s a grand dream in the sense that it envisions

» 1timat e ]y . o 1o

completel
and modern city, esgligned along functional lines which

\

offer the maximum in communlty beauty, comfhék, and convenience,
( It is an immedisate necessity because diuGG_G_—_ i
T RS Vot ine conditions eumE—G—G——————

: glthout delay
and postwar expectations demand the undertaking certain

specific as a means of allevlating problems which are

now » pressing in upon us.

(ﬁEEe two phases of community redevelopment-- the long-
range and the immediate-- must be regarded Jjointly, because it
would be folly to undertaske new plans now without making those |
plans @ part of a long-time over-all program that will utlimately
N Droduce a redesigned city that & conforms/\ he |

needs and demands of modern community life,

( That is why in our =@l approach to community

redevelopment we must first have an over-all plan-- a master

plan SEEENNEETISwRgRNE: -- that will give us ESENSSweLI¥ -
realistic and sound guide for . 2%
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(LE? the designing of an overall or master plan there
must be the closest possible cooperation%the many
public and private groups alreadylat work on some aspect or
other of the total objective.

(Thus, my adminigtra ic}w

st will

the establish-

ment of a central agency ascigt in the coordination

and integration o

i ‘ A gsuggested name for this i&g;izl agency iq the
Greater Minneapolis Ascociation, l/%P f repregen-
tatives of business and labor, @ financial institutions and

QP social welfare agencies, of leaders in the professions,

churches, and schools
L}

= -

- n Y2¥1l include

representatives from the several public planning bodieg, such
as the City Pjanning Commission, the City Council's postwar

Progress Committee, and from county, state, and federal asencies,
Ifm a’{so include representatives from SN e

private and semiprivate agencies concerned with planning, such

-\

ag the Committee on E!cbnomic Development, the Minneapolis Civiec
gy
- Development Association, the Civlic and Cpommerce Ascociation,

the Junior Associ=tion of Commercel, the Central Labor Union,

the Congress of Industrial Organizatipns, and the Council of
Civic Clubs.




Egch of these @ grounsg hag already wgemsk devoted
conslderable time to#3® preliminary studles of specific peadwes

Disimeeess plans, An outstanding example 1o <EEEGSC the
Civie Center Development Assoclation, which has so graphically

portrayed the possibillities of redevelopment in the lower loop

gsection of our city.

S Zroups.,

In the performance of its work the Greater Minneapolis

Association should establish a number of committees devoted to

specific\*gg;gzg?;f overall planning,

These committees sghould direct their attent ion
to such aspects of our civic life and economy as distribution
and services, manufacturing, employment, land use, public works,

housging, transportation and traffic, education and culture, health,

recreation, welfare, and veterans services,




As part, the assoclation's program consideration

should g be given t

the convergion ofxtﬁén =35 i T “Tol ey
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! planﬁi}g groups, to help

ang' information an&
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; assifgqpublic hea®th : £ducation
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| auxiliePies, to provid@“heighborhood recreational centers for
(EEPcegs of this overall development plan will depend
upon effective researchy and broad acceptance by the public

of the

asgsoclation's program. Thus, it
should have a 3P division devoted to research, and another to

publicity and gpeakers,



dvantages
The _ of community redevelopment NEAXIEEN
EEMPEETH AR KL RREX are nymeroe ,

Lf}rst, 1t will provide large-scale construction and

employment opportunities =X MEXXENEX atL

time when xwwwgE®x there will be unprecedented need for new

(:Eiigfd, it willl mean better health andFiving

conditions as the result of slum and blighted area clearance, and

Jobs,

the construction of many new homes{ and ke public facilitiesg.

AREXERBXEXINIRAEIBRELX KR AR L XZ X RATRNENeRRCTT TR
L_Eg;rd, 1t will mean greater g utilization of our

physicel plant, land areas, and public services.
(Egﬁrth, 1t will provide a sounder tax and revenue basef
BpE® by returning to the tax rolls many properties now delinguent
and xmems unproductivey and'by the addition of new properties,
Fifth, 1t will mean a well-designed city offering the
maximum of beauty and utility,
@Efmunity redevelopment has as 1ts first task the
orderly and planned chnstruction of low-cost housing. However, the

total program musgtlin de _other featureg su S
wthers mEpeytuch as the construction of needed public

buildings, new hospitals, the expansion of parkp and recreational
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facllities admm the consgtruction of
modern traffic facllities,

Already plans meesxbesnTfErmuix for xspet® modernization
of public buildings, the @ redesigning ofpur traffic routes, and

the lmprovement of our parks, playgrounds, and streets are under




way.
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A m@¥EYy recent survey made by the Minneapolis
Researah Bureau of private postwar construction reveals that
in the five-year period after the war%hen!.will be 10,000
new residences built in Minneapolis at an average cost of
$5,B00 per dwelling. The total e.ﬁnendtirue is estimated at
approximated $55,000,0Q0,

(Ble survey showed that 20 chuecrches of the city
pland new buildings and im- rovements co: ting approximately
$2,519,000, and that 11 hospitals ”L new
construct% and 1lmprovements costing approximately $:5,50(3,00‘0.

( The 11ist of kawds®> bullding improvements in the
Kpkkdlisws Dusiness field 1s sufficlent to indlcate that

Minneapolis\Wa bullding boom after the war 2488~

when labor and materials are available, the survey showed.
@e Civic Center Ammmwixs Development Associsztion
in its plans presents to us the patiern of coordinated planning.
Thls organization proposes to rehabilitate the aresa from 4th
Street South to the Ryver and east from Hennepin Avenue. The
plan is to remove as many @ of thel)resent buildings in that
arsa as poscible and rglace them with the following)p&bld.c_—-
il o new federsl building, & new central librray
building, m bus depot, &) city hall office bullding, and &) a
city park, and (& a mewkshxessese municipal health center.
@s organizatlon has carefully blended its plans
with the proploqals of the City Planning Commission. Them

of the civic cent er associatlion ls worthy of further atudy and
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