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Good Evening:

At the outset of this campaign I outlined a 10-point progrem

in which the mayor's office, if I sm elected, will assume the
leadership for a Greater Minnespolis in the postwer era. I

propose (i) formstion of a Grester Minneapolis association to
integrate and coordinate the work of public and private agencies
concerned with postwar planning; V2) utilizing the city's full finan-
cial end credit fecilities to encourage private investments and %o
insure sound financisl expansion; (3) modern programs to make
possible new home bullding and extensive modernization of old homes;
(4) promotion of synthetic rubber plants and other industries which
will provide new employment opportunity and supply a msrket for
surplus agricultural products; (5) promotion of closer understanding
between business, lsbor and sesgriculture; (6) recapturing most
industrisl enterprises; (7) unceasing activity to complete upper
harbor mrmdmsk project end tob ring to the city air routes thet will
build the one-world future; (8) extensive public works progrem to
provide e floor below which postwer employment must not drop;

(9) coordinetion of the city's exceilént vocational facilities to
retedin our war workers for peace; (10) encouragement of resesrch

to help develop Minnespolis industry, such as megnesium processing,

development of 16w-grade iron ore #nd mmufacture of plastics.

I have told you of Minnespolis' criticsl financisl condition, s debt
of more than ¥50,000,000 and a o perating deficit lest yea or
approximaetely $800,000. About which, I am sorry to say, the mayor
did nothing at the lest session of the legislature, waiting until
the leglslature had adjourned to propose that city end country
cooperate 1n a more fair aml equitable distribution of stete

revenues.



The Mayor made no effort to secure passage of the gross earnings
tex, or the income tax redistribution or the public housing enabling
act. The mayor has consistently refused to take the lesders ip in
scores of issues vitally important to the present ami future welfare
and “ progress of our city. He hass taken for granted esppsrently
the theory thet we havéd a "wesk mayor' form of government, I think

we may justifisbly xmmhr=zxs do a bit of rephrasing here and admit

our form of govermment 1s as wesk as 1ts mayor. The mg or Xmxmmkxx

powers
Minnespolis is not without /power 1f he wents to and has the sbility

the energy and tle willingness to usethj?: A study of the city ch;rtfr
revedls that the mayor has sufficient suthority to be an effective
leader in coordinating the various agencies of our city government
into an effective smooth-functioning whole, Leadership is what
Minnespolis needs and the leck of it today finds Minneapolis in a

precarious position relative to 1ts future.

This campeign for election now enters into the home stretch, ¥m We
heve made every effort to present a constructive program upon which
the citizens of Minneapolis may pass judgment with their votes

next Monday. One important phase of our civic life remsins to be
discussed. I have purposely left it for the home.stretch. It is
last but not xkm lesst.mfx In fact, 1t is first i.n importance to
those of}\"ﬁho have children,xrkt who look with alarm at the rapld ‘nege

ur-aﬁ.'nlw_l._
r increase in our juvenile delinquency statistics, sriewSeSSRleve

fhet  in 8 cemooresie Lomm.-rR T ermend
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and deplore the apathy of the sdministrstion whose mmix "do-nothing"
policies in this direction went so far as to neme a 90-man committee
Just 10 dsys before the 1943 election, a committee, ladies snd gentle-
man, which met once. To me this appr h to g problem so close to
the hesrts of all parentam— M@&%CW
smzexpfx9@xnduttesxkex It 1s conceivable thet if a committee of

90 persons had conferred weekly from 1943 to the present tims they
imnight heve been able to agree in that length of time that juvenile
delinquency is a bad thing. It is doubtful that anything more

could have be=n acoomplished. The time wasted might have been

much more usefully spent had the committee members volunteered their

services to "Proxy Psrents."

Any reallstic attemtp to get at the he=rt of theproblem should

long ago have included: (1) strengthening of police facilities

by increasing the amount of specialized training of officers

dealing with juwvenile problems;_(2);g;forcement of existing soclal
agencies and expm sion of socisl welfere activities and services for
young people; (3) opening of school facilities after school hours and
making provision for supervised recrestion; 4) providing supervision
for pleygrounds, boys clubs, and settlement houses; 5) est=blisment
of supervised facilities particularly for younger children of parents
engaged in war work; 6) encouragement of church groups to open their
recreationel facilities to young people; 7) coordinstion of the
various social sgencies that are in existence in order to determine
greas of danger,

children
We have a solemn obligation to our Fsmklx during these wer ye=rs,

many of whose fathers are in the armed forces st the same time
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that their mothers are working long hours in wer plants. It is an
obligation thet cannot be discharged merely by appointment of a 90-
men committec, That Minneapolis' record in regard to juvenile
delinquency 1AP°t as bad as some cltles 1s q£3§£; excuse for doing
nothing dufing these critical war years. Thet the sore spots @@
have not become more aggrevated than they are is due in no part ®f to

effort omxihexpaxx of the city administration.

Juvenile delinquency 1s just one phase of the Minnesgpolls crime

situstion I want to discuss with you tonight. I think every alert
Concle aAA—

citizen knows what bthest=sdbunaddenr=2¥, I don't think g1l of us under-

=X
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polis knows what thal.addesttBH T8, ..'-‘-.l_j - of

During the past sever:1l years we have witnessed grand jury after grenm
jury launch their investigations 1into vice, gambling and liquer

law violations, some times on specific instructions of the judge of

P
I . |~ _district court in charge of the criminal celendar. The lgst two

Concitana

~ ¢l grend juries, in fact, have been asked to look into the—sibu=ztion,

first by Judge William “. #nderson snd more recently by Judge W.W.
Berdwell. We have witnessed the spectacle of our mayor and our

chief of police called before these recent juries mmit to recite

their familiar chént to the effect that Minnéapolia is the cleanest
city of its size in the country. And at the moment they sre meking
their statements to the grand jury, dadies and gentlemen, their words

are true, That is one of the peculiar aspects of ##e Minneapolis

esvnstion, Do o frieime=r, Mu,a/‘}gg,} Nack, lew%%

E?ery t}ma a grend jury goes into session fm@xkhexwerd intending to
vice snd gembling the "heet is on" snd when the "hest is on"

slot machines, ‘hiEichoEESs, gambling estsblishments, =l l1-night sneak

joihts and brothels suddenly disappear or are closed up. When these

sessions sdjourn the 8o-called "heat" &4 suddenly #8 turned off

end thexx 1llicit enterprises again are iﬁﬁg;‘for business, Xkm

How 1s this sudden change brought sbout? One minute the town is

wide open; the next it is closed down. What is the explanation?
/ML.—
What makes it possible end by whose orders bHe-hewe the city free of
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i1llegal devices and institutions one weekg, two weeks or thres

and then -- presto—chigo --to—rewe theold status quokx prevail® ?
w a_& pO-UJ—OL
What is this maglc? Wme- waves the magic wand over the city.

Thas
I ehppen to know that £ problem im-bhis—stebe—of-affeirs is a diffi-

cult one for the city administrstion, It 1s one that has heckled
other administrations and has gﬁw;;-d more than one chief of police
o throw In the towel and retire from the force, I am not

mimizingx minimizing the size of the clean up job, But if it is

too big, too tough for our present mayor to cope with I believe the
citizens of thls city want to know iﬂ;. I think they deserve to know

why.

In touching upon this subject in previous talks I heve sgid and I .
repest thet 1f I am elected meyor the law Wl 11 be enforced, fairly
and impartielly, and I mesn ell existing laws, without fear or

fevor to any group or combin:tion of interests. I have asked: Is them
en invisible government in Minnespolis =-- responsible to noMgnez--
that dictates what certain law enforcement policies should be.\ I

am asking you, the vaf Minnespolis, that question tonight., I

hope to have your answer at the polls June 11.

Eor.l believe thaet
andermining.the. very- foundstions Upon WhHich the demoexatic. form.of.
government-for-which we are-fighting In every-psrt.of.the wordd
Sodsg.

&-‘
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I charge here and now that there is an sbundance of evidence
OEX;;sidious influence$§ et work on our city government in regards
to law enforcement. Minneapolis has not forgotten the Kashermsn
murder, or the Guilford end Llcsrett murders of the same pattern

thet preceded,

The mayor, following the Kashermen slaying, ss=id, "Thisblot on
the otherwise fine record of the police depsrtment has turned

in during the past few years will not be permitted to remain
unchallenged.” I believe thepolice depsrtment has done its
utmost to solve the Kasherman murder. I cannot agree, except in
isoleted instsnces, with some who have said that the police of
this city are "either stupid or inefficient.” But I believe the
mayor completely missed the point xkmmx in his remerk inferring
that the spphrchension of the Kasherman slayer or slayers would
setisfy the public. I believe hhe mayor was called upon in the
circumstances to promise an end to the sort of thing thet led up
to the Kasherman killing; of which 1t was symboliec, if you please;
of an end to lawlessness and the impunity with which certain interests

krxdikx operate here.

As a matter of fact it was mmIyxx XkkkXx less than a month later

that the mayor did make such a pledge. In the Feb. 17 edition of

the Minneapolis ﬁqrning Iribune he was reported to have ordered a
clezn sweep to rid the éit of any and 211 forms of gambling,
ineluding slot mech®ne s. He said, "This time I mean everytyhingz¥x,
xxxk¥x...The chief of police and every men in the department is going
to shoulder full responsibikdity to see thet these things do not sne=k

up behind them again., Yrders have been issued that any flagrant violk
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#111 result in immediste transfers snd suspensions,"

Whet does the mayor mean by flagrant violations? I em sure it

was 8 xmEprimex shocking surprise at the city hsll when only

a week or so later the testimony of two naturslization inspectors
brought to light in federal court -- in federal court, mind you ==
the existence of the Socisl Checker club at 318 Nicollet avenue,

a gambling spot mkamk which mExExyonexin:Minnespoiis whoxgzsmxzffmzd
xuehxduxtans somehow completely escaped, shell we say, any '

notice until a federal court proceeding determined that a naturslized

citizen's employment there made him en undesirable citizen.

Ladies end gentlemen, to say that there was no officisl knowledge

of the existence of a place of such popularity, locsted in the

heart of the loop district, is the height of the ridiculou;§;1g
donit believe my opponent hes the effrontery to so state. #mé after
proof thet this place was operating only = féw blocks from the

city hall end after a Hennepin county grand jury, on its own initia-
tive snd without the help of the police, returned s series of John
Doe indictments in the case, if there were =ny suspensions and
transfers by way of punishing of ficers responsible for this "flsgrant

violetion" of law, no one to my knowledge has ever hesrd sbout it.

Let us look et still another phase of lsw enforcement in our city,
m;}lud

nety-five per cent of our citizens never go nesr s gembling

establishment. They—are-neé-oneniy—oone=rTet WO —thoy=esptha f;
a-RetgOT oD tEVET NP S S detepgemsst, There will be those who,

when they hear me mention these law violati-ns vill raise their
eyebrows and ask: What does this men Humphrey intend to do -- mske
this a 9 o'clock town? The answer is no. My position on thése

particular metters can be summed up in a few words: whether we like
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a law or don't like it, if the law is on the city or state statute
books, barring the use of any device, whether it be a pelr of dice
or & roulette wheel, the lew should be enforced by the agencies
duly set up by law for their enforcement. If we don't 1like

8 law we have our remedy to have it changed or stricken through

the city council or the state legislature as the case mey be,

igion Zoren . < o vie ¥ fle

stimulaters -- “llasnd-pinboilomecnimes -- hﬂ_‘{here is sn aspect of

lezw enforcement which hss recently been brought forcibly to our

attention -- aghin by way of federsl court =-- upon which we ail
agree, all of us who have homes and children snd hsve mxxix oride
in our city and our self respect. I hope that none of us will

ever forget Judge GunnfH. Nordbye's warning asbout "shocking and
sordid" conditions on Sixth avenue N. in his sentencing of the
white slave traffickers who -- and I use his words -- were mek ing
Minneapolis a "recruitment center" for brothels. I cuo te Judge
Nordbye: "Conditions such ss these which have been brought to 1light h
th's case are nauseating and certainly are s blight on our
community... From testimony in these ceses, 1t 1s sppsarent

that so-called north Minneapolis night spots served as rendezvous
for procurers and penderers plying their nefarious trade and
procuring young local girls to work for them in this city and else-
where. There can herdly be any criminal sctivity more despicable

thay to arrenge for the transportation of women in interstate commerce

for the purpose of prostitution,”

Let's be feir about law violetion. In a city the size of Minnespolis

we can expect to find prostitution, we can expect a certain smount of
licensed

gambling and we can expect to find some/liquor dealers who will cheat
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to galn unfalr advantage over their competitors and some who will
o perate "sneak joints" and get by without licenses. It is not
the individual lsw violation that we need to worry sbout, IIt is
the orgenized aspects of law flaunting in Minnespolis thet we

should refuse to condone.

1 say wmitx that when Minneapolis becomes known to the federel bureau
of investigation as a "recruitment center" for young girls, when
by some mysterious mechanism the "hest" 1s turned on snd off as 1f
by punching a button and when gamblers and bookies ecan openly ply
thelr trades on our main thoroughfares it is time for us to

slt up sand teske notice.

Xmmxgueskimm How hes the present adminisfration met this situation?
The mayor, on Feb,17, issued orders to :hnvynlknkx closeﬁ down sll
illieit enterprises and this time, said he, "I me=n everything.," The
hest was on eand strangely enough this time 1is sPayed on for a period
of approximetely 90 days. But the day aftef gfimary election -- wh{/
we don't pretend to know -- the dice boerds came out of their hiding
places end the new fengled "flat top" slot mechines reappeared in
some sections of the city. Not his politics=1 o pponent but the
Minneespolis Morning Tribune celled the fact to the attentionof the

mayor,

And what was the mayor's reply. I have never been so informed but the
mayor announced that the Tribune had come out in m pport of my
candidacy. He was asked by a representative of theTribune if
hls statement should be interpreted as representing = chsnge in

the posit ion of the ecity administration from the order "closih@ down

everything Feb. 17.
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"I hope none of the good people of Minnerpolis are playing a game
of chess, checkers or cribbage for a nickel or e dime on the side to
F

arouse the wrath of the Tribune. That is the only stetement I hesve

to make," seid the mayor,

Does the mayor admit thet law enforcmment has him licked? I

submit that he hes. PBn repected occasions the mayor has edvocsated
putting the chief of police under civil service to itake him out of
politics. I am not hear to argue whether the idea 1s either good or
bad. I know end he knows that the city cherter commission has turned
thumbs down on the idea on grounds that any chenges in the charter
should awailt the return of the war vetersns to give them & voice

in the meatter, In the meantime, then, the responsibility of the
mayor cannot be shoved aside and I submit that the city charte , what-
ever 1ts faults may be, makes it clesr that law enforcement 1s his

responsibility.

Chapter III, section one of the charter defines the powers snd duties

of mayor. I guote: "The mayor shall take cere thet the laws of

the state and the ordinsnces of the citv ar duly observed and

enforced within the city. " He shell take care that s11 other

officers of the city discharge their respective duties, and to thst
or

end may meintain sn action of mendamus/mf other ® propriste action

ageinst any delinquent city officer.
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I do not pretend to know why the mayor has been unable to meske

his orders for strict law enforcement stick., I think he would --
I'm quite sure he would duringxam his cempsign for reelection --

if he could. I think he knows sll too well it is one of the
situations in the minds of tnousand; of voters that denies him the
right to retain office. Minnespolls is aware of the fects. The
mayor h ss been called upon repestedly, by eroused citizens and in
the newspsers, to put tb an end the system of organized rackets
that has mEravskimdximxxx given Minnespolls a bad nsme among its
sister ci ties throughout the country. kXIswxmextesxgumk The mayor's
attitude has been that there should be no publicity kkmtxwenkdxgiwa
on these metters, giving as they do, Minneapolis its reputation for
being a haven for underworld characters and lawlessness. I say

we cannot blink at the facts. The bes wsay to remove the blight on

our city's name 1s to remove the cause, not try to conceal it,

Allow me to quote some of the editorial comment mmxkhmx of Minneapolis

three newspapers since the first of the ye=r:

On the 318 Nicollet svenue gambling spoty kkmx8kxxx -- the Star-

Journal commented: "Will Meenpolis offem ers have to be gotten

by sufterfuge, too. # gambling esteblishment at 318 Hicbllet avenue

has opérated for at least a yesr, federal court testimony shows, yet
Minnespolis policemen apperently were unable to locate it and the pl=z e
was not brought to public attention until immigation inspectors testifled
in a citizenship case that more then 100 men and women hsd been

gambling there when the government men visited the spot. Dice

tebles, & roulette wheel, slot mechines snd other geming equipment

we being used. Police headquarters mre only a few blocks from
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318 Nicollet. The city assessor found the place. The federal

agents hsd no trouble getting past t e guerd et the peephole.

On Jenuary 27, in an editorlal entitled, The Hezt 1s On, the

Morning Tribune steted: "This newspaperlin past years, when
conditions beceme too bad snd various forms of anti-social ,
activity became tooflesgrant, has exposed them with; we regret to sgy,
very little in the way of permanent reform. For a time "the he:t";
doors sre locked,even in xmxkomxx rare instsnces padlocked, but

not for long. ~he hest subsides. In a short time the doors are
opened cautiously and the lookout becomes less end less critiecsal

of those who seek entry... The police can if they will, put an end
to public gembling without any grester effort than is involved

in telling the operators to close and stay closed. They cean keep

the heat on as long as they went to."

On the same dste (as above) the Minneapolis Times, commenting on

the Kashermsn murder, xxssriedx suggested: "Why not admit that such
underworld violences, because the have gone un® lved and unpunished
heve given Minneapolis a bad odor of leawlessness through the nation
and beyond?... The proof t et the Keshermsn killing 1s not just = otle
humdrum homicide may be found in the outside resctions to 1t. These
reactions are not routine reactions at allsy they are ¥erv special
ones which mey well se Minneapolis thikking: For example: ...Two
Chicaego dasilly wewspapers and one Milwaukee newspeper sent reporters
to Minneapolis immedistely after the murder to 'cover! it.... In an
editoriel entitled 'Crime in Minneapolis', the Chicago Tribune
concluded: 'The Fect is plain that for more then a decade orgenized
crime has flourished in Mlnnespolis, that loeal authorities

L e L aooont om neapaLle of suppressing 1%, and that thre
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men who undertook to expose 1t, mmaxthmix from whstever motives,
were murdered to close thelir mouths.®x' .,... The New York Herald
Tribune devo ed & half column of spsce to its first report on the

slaying. The New York fimes story ran to nearly a column,

The editorlal goes on to cite the notoriety Minneapolis hsas
received and concludes: "Such signs & ould give uspause., Minne-polis
is a good city, sound at the core, as decent end law-gbiding By natum

as any in the nation,

In another editorial immediately following the Kasherman slg ing
the Star-Journal stated: "The fact is that Minneapolis is m @& hss
been for yesrs an open town =-- not a wide open town,but one in W ich
racketeers and crimingl rings have been able to ope at- # thout much
molestfion s long es they kept within certain bourds vhich

have not been the éounda of the law but the bounds of public end
official tolerance.®x It won;t do to say thet e Kasherman killing,
now snd then, 1s an inevitable and not intolerable thing in a city
of this size. The fact thst Kasherman wes a small time criminsl,
operating on the fringe of gesngland, 1s beslde the point., Such a
killing 1s a threst &n the good name of the city and the security of

every citizen..."

Lediles and gentlemen, I do not agree with the editorial's reference
towpublic tolerance”or a simller statement in the Times of January
27 thet there 1s¥civic indifference”to this situstion. I believe
that Minnespolls citizenry was aroused by the Kesherme killing end
1ts implicstions and is stlll aroused. Bubt Minneapolis citizens
speak their minds at the polls. Zxkbekimysx Mondey's ele ction will

show whether I am right or wrong in this belief.
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Before the Sasturday Lunch club, st which the mayor and I were
afforded an opportunity to outline our progrems for Minnespolis
I asked him in so msny words if he sdmitted the law enforcemen t
issue was something he was villing to admit he was unsable to
xExyxwx cope with, I stated I was interested particulsarly

in the organized aspects of the "heet is on" and the "hest is

(3 4 S

The mayor replied that it was all too easy for me to put him,
the incuvmbent, on the defenséve. He s=id as far as he could
determine it was a case of one man deciding to take a chm ce
on resuming operations snd then having the word passed around

until all of the others opened up.

I was not satisfied with his answer -- I donit think enyone
present was -- and I repeated my question. The mayor xxiad 's
ihe tronhke was thxtxxx reply was even more feeble, He sald the
trouble was thest "these things" -- kmx we were talking about
Xxx enforcement of.vice, gambling and liquor laws -- made good
newspape r copy. Ask any reporter, he said, and he'll tell you
that it B one of the things that &he mayor has to expect.

211 right, ¥£x when I am mayo r I will expect 1t. T'll know
thet I've got it coming. I know, too, what "the boys around

"system" -- let's

tovn" are sg ing -- thet unless I submlt to the
not mince words -- to the will of the legendary "syndicate2 and/or
combination I can expect the worst outbresk of crime in history
in m attempt to discredit my administration. I accept that
challenge. I esk you, after gll, it is your government, %o
accept the chsllenge with me.
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