QUOTATIONS FROM HUBERT H. HUMPHREY BEFORE THE VINNEAPOLIS BOARD
OF BUSINESS AGENTS, THURSDAY, FEB.1

The fight which Henry A. Wallace is waging in behalf of & governmental
policy thet will ensure security fer the cewmen msn in the pestewar was desoribed
ag @ turning peint in the histery of the pregressive mevement im a talk by Hubert
He Humphrey befere the Business Agents luncheen lhursdsy, Februsry 1.

Huliphrey, the laber-endersed candidate for mayer, fresh back frem
Weshingbten where he had attended the insuguretion of Fresideat Heesevelt and
shere he had participeted im the fight to ebtain Wallace's ratificatien by the
Senate, gave an intimate, firstehend scosunt ef the struggle new going on in
dashingten belween the ferces ef reactien and pregressivisme

"iihatever its eutceme, the centreversy centering nrnu@d the appeinte
nent of Hemry Wallace has sharpened the issus of full employmont.;nd the
atteinment of & progressive policy for pestewar Americe. It is demenstrated
what a fight must be waged if America is te make & real attempt te tuild a
postwiar ocenemy capable of suppertimg 60,000,000 jebse It was an sppreopriate
coincidence that Congress received the Wallace nmeminatien and the Murray Full
Fmpleyment Bill om the same day. Mre. “allace and the lyrrgy bill areused
spproximately equel degrees of resentment amengst ceonservatives in and eut ef
Congress, whese enly claim te distinctien is that they ran us inte the greatest
depression of eur histery. Ire. Wallace and the Murray bill are beth desoribed
as vielonary, yot the real ebjectien te beth of them is that they insist upen
facing the facts of eur ecenemy.

"I had the eprertunity te listen te lMr, Wallace speak before the
Senate Commerce Committeee As you well knew, the Cemnittee reem was jaumed
to the very deers and fallace received a tremendous ovation. Ia this statesmanlike

speoch, lallace charted the kind of & pestewar future thet all Americe wanted and

he did se with the same admirable ceurage which Anericans befere us faced and

golved the grest preblems of the peste 1L was & moving experience to hear Henry
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wallaee speak in his own defense. He was concerned with the fact that eur
capacity for producing wealth has been enermeusly expanded during the ware He
says that it will be disastreus if we de net learn fully te utilize this
capacity in postewar peried. Wallace understands that American cennot survive
half prespereus and helf peverty striocken. He prepesed & plan for full empley-
ment &fter the wer and he effered te that committee a cencrete pregran te
Pulfill ite Wallmce msde it clear that he believed in the system of private
enterprige but he made it equally eleer that he believed gevernment smist assume
the respensibility fer the well being of its citizenms, mgt spend in erder te
gave eur human and physiciesl roaourooi and must play & large rele in plenning
temerrow's econemic erders

"He demended te inew whether America is prepared te meéet the challenge
of ponce time & it has met the challenge ef war. He denounced menepely and
cartels and pledged himself te & pregram eof sotien directed againgt theme I
recall Wallace making this statement: 'let us net forget the peinful lessen
of the rige of facism; let us remember that pelitical demecrscy is at best
ingecure and unstable witheut ecensmic demecrscy.' I recepgnize Lhat "econenic
democrsecy' is & vegue phrese but net se te Heary Wallace for what he envisages
is a pregram of veeperatien bLetween povernment and business net dictation of
business by gevernment. what he envisages is a series of meagures designed
to stimalate freedem and enterprises It is well te remember thet the pregram
a8 set dewn befere this committee by Henry Wallace is tut a fuller develepment
of the applicatien ef the President's Econemic Bill of Rights. It is a
fulfillinent of Fessevelt's pledge of 60,000,000 jebs after the'wnr-. For
Demecrats and Hepublicans alike, the vete en iWallace and the powerl?{s te
exercise is & vete for er against full empleymente |

"iallace was en the stand for more than feur heurs. At this particular
heapring he announced thet he would accept the cemmerce post even if the fimsnecial

autherity as outlined under the Recenstructien Finence Corperatien were taken
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awey from hime Whatever may be the outceme of this cenate battle, iallsce had
ence agsin strengthened his leng ranpe politieral stature. He had reaffirmed his
loadership of the United States Progressive movements It becomes the duty ef
a1l liberal minded persens te read the testimeny of Henry iiallace before the
Commorce Uommittees It becemes sur ebligetien te understand his backgreund
end his experience, his pesls and his aimss Lest we forget, it is well te
re-gtate sems of the experience behind Henry #allece, THe mein argument against
his senfirmatien was that he was & visienury and impractical idealist and lacking
in experience. For eight yeers he was Seoretary of Agriocultures During that
peried, the Commedity Credit Corperatien, the Farm Security “dministratienm,
the Farm Uredit Administratien and the furel Electrificatien Aduinistretien were
under hisg supervisienme During that peried, these epencies lesned sver six billien
dollarse Llhey made ¥11,500,000 separate commedity credit lesns and $1,308,000
rorel re-hebilitation lesms. Wallace arranged the finsncimg te peruit over
20,000 tenant farmers te buy their ewn farms. These leans were net enly made
on & seund busineos basis but they were alse made in the public intereste
Farmers benefited, censumers benefited and the interest of the Natien was
advenced es & result ¢f these pregraus.

¥1 think thet Henry Wallace summed up the issue pretty well in the
fellowing statement:

tThe real metive underlying these suggestions for stripping the Depte
of Cemmerce of its vast fimancial pesers hes, of course, mething te do with my
conpetence te administer these pewerse The real issue is whether or net the
powers of the Reconstructien Finsnce Usrpe and ita glant subsidaries are te be
used only to help big business er whether these powers are alse te be used %e
help little business and te help carry out the President's ceommitment of 60,000,000
jeLee

"This {8 not any petty question ef mrsemalities. fhis 18 & questien

of fundamental peliocye It is the question of the path which Americe will fellew
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{n the futures B5e tha$ there oan be me deubt im saysne's mind where I stand en
these fundamental issues, I would like te take this eppertunity te discuss with
you the future which I feel is in glore for Auerioa.t
"The pregram of Henry Wallace's may be summed up in eight peints:
l. Geverament aid for privete investers dedicated te business expensien
and fuller empleyment.
2¢ The establighment of trade policles which will greatly expand eur
fereign trade.
5¢ The planning and the establishment ¢f public werks pregrams in
times of depressien which will stimulate enterprise and puaranty
Jebs.
4 The attainment of higher wages and equitable and fair farm practices.
H5¢ The breaking of wenepelies and cartels snd the establighment of
conditions of fair cempetition.
6. A bread program of public and private heusing and expensgien ef
medical and health services, beth of public and private agencles.
Toe An expanded and bresdened secial security pregrame
8¢ The enceuragement and establisghment ef better fucilities for
technical and higher education fer all qualified yeoung men and womene
"ihile in Washingten I msde & thoreugh investigatien of these ugencies
entrusted with the responsibility fer planning public werks and public housinge
I believe I came eway fortified with facte and materials which will be of benefit
in the esgtablighment of urban aﬁi housing develepment pregrans for the city of
Maneapoelis. inneapelis is the enly major city im Ameriea witheut a program ef
public and private housings Our best laid plans by a City Planning Comnissien
will come to nething unless our state legislature is willing te pass enabling
legisletion which will meake pessible & “ead pregram of urban and public werks
developmente AL a later date I shall present te the people of this cormunity a
integrated pregram for the acocemplisghment of our heousing needs and sur overeall

city re-habilitatien.
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