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The d e · t h of Mr ankl ln oos V'lt c . as a gr e1 t hock t the entire 

wor ld. .Hi s isdom nd ou age h c b r ught n~w hope t a s uffering 

humanity. B w n 1n truth citizen or th ~ world . Hi life aym· ollzed 

pr omL e of orld • ithout fe· • He ~ rted ne p l n s of s c1 a l a ction . 

He d r t o dre m new v1 s i n s f d ocr tic a chi e vem.nt . Hi s perspec tive . 

s · orl d- w1de . He , like h i s g r e· t c ontempor y, enrlell i l lkle , knew 

t he mean1 > of the term ' ne orld ~ . 

His deat h le v a as a gr at ch P. n e. Amerlc must keep t 1th 1th 

Fr anklin 1\oosevelt . America mus t en ure, b y lt clev tion t o d mocratic 

ideal l:l a nd b y it s leadersh i p , t he creation of a permanent Un ted Nations 

to guarant ee c or ld free from a r . 

Th i s our Pre s i d ent' . ~ream . It r ma ins 1th us to m l e 1 t 

livi ng r 11t y . Th1 i r1 t he only memori 

Franklin ooaev lt . 

orthy <)f the memory or 

Th. t , mus t nd 1 move ac t o the ere, t 1on of t his memoria 

a s t he centr·l t h m or there s sur1 add r~ a m. de by resid ent Truman 

yesterd y to our Congr~ae . Our .N Pre i dent ppe~ ed t t h eri c an 

p opl t o 1nten ify t h 1r o t e 1ndtion in t he s . rious aye a e d to 

ca rry t hrough to t he a tta inment of r pe ce nd eoono~1c security. 

The pontane u s r e pone to Pree1d .n t Truma n ' s m s snge ,rove s t he 

essent1 1 s oundne s of our s:rover nmental s ystem and our emocra t1c ay 

ot life . H8re 1 man of t he p opl P ho c s upon t h e e 1le for t heir 

conf i d enc e net their l oya l t y. 

Gr a t r spons1b1lity has been thrus t upon him t t i me unpreced nted 

in history. I am pr ou· t o say tha t it has been my p 1v t l ege t know 

President Truman , t o kno· h i s a r1end a nd as Jovernm enta l 1 ade·r . 

I c n a sure yo t h t, b ca u se of h i 1nt 1m:~ t e kno 1 .dge of gov . r·nment , 

h i s ab i ding f 1th 1n the p~opl~ , his courage and hi s humi lit y . he will 
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serv , 1th d1 st1nct1on and honor a.e ur Pr ent . 

But e , the people , hnve re dut an res ' n 1 111ty on our p rt 

to under tand t he b sic eo nomi c d politic 1 oau e s of t hP- pre en r 

and t he re pons1b111 t 1e s f r f t '.tr orlc or r t ha t b ., ongs to ·er 1ca . 

Th op of democ tic g vernm nt 1 1n thA w1sd n of t e p eople . 

If e:x•ic i s t o a.a ume her or. per 1 c .. in orl . n ne d of re u11 1ng , 

eric · mu . t ve t h e imo 1 1 foro of u lie 111 t o ca r ry thrm h . 

The pl a in peopl e , y ~ o, t h or d1nar c :tz n , mu t b ·" 1nte leot ual ly 

nd mor 1 y equ i pped t om l the ri tht d ec e1 ns . 

In my r dio , a 1 t ek It ked t o. ou out t he n · t r e of 

t h i c pa1 n . I 1d th t wh1sp ~ . s n r , n per n . ln nt l t too 

of ten ve over-sh do ed the rea · is ues . I t o you t h t I not 

11 ing to b 9 a p rty to uch a c )a i d I k you , as my friends , 

to c on uct your elf on h i gh e 1 o in t e lect a l hon ty m decency. 

I ·1 h to state ga nth t I ·ant t t1s o pa 1 n t o be 1nformat1v 

and educ t1on 1 -- not m rely ol1t o 1. I ant t 1scuas i sue s d 

not per on litie • I b 1vve th t democracy i , ahove a ll , a communi t y 

pi·oce and I b .lieve th t no government c lon " uno 1.on d ocr tic 1 y 

1thout enl 1 htene{ d ned ci t i zen y • 

. cause I bol o tle e r 1 f , I 1n t enn , 

c amp i n .nd I · 111 con t1n ~ , n e lec t e , to 

ur1n ~ t e period of this 

pe dir ctly to the 

people of inn pol1 ··bout our cit y v r nment, 

a nd bout our problems. 

b t our co mun1tyf 

I gain r e in yo t h t I h- v~ t oo much r .. p c t f or our c ity, for 

my fri nrl s , f or my fam1 y , d. formy op on ~nt~ to er h it s a id 

that Hubert am rey en a. ,..,.e 1n c 1a1 n of . l ander. 

There e t l O . ho epre d rtmor. The e those who d liber tely 

lie. I il not f~ght "ith t hese ·e on • 'l'h on y n ., r t o lie 

1 the truth • . And so I s y to t hose •ho a.ct1 v .. ly up1 rt my cand i dacy, 
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I want ou to be forthr1 ht -- tobe informed bout city 1 sues , to 

h ve your facts oorrec , and to b 1eve incerely in our program . 

Last week I discu sed 1th you o-me of t he po ers and reapons1b 11i­

ties of the mayor' s office . I called your attention t o the fact that t he 

office of mayor of t h i s c1ty i not 1thout author ity. The mayor hae 

eomplat supervision over the oolice. dep rtment, ·no he has ppo intment 

po er t o the C&vil ervice Commission, t he City Planning Comm ie ion, and 

the Board of Public elfare . 

He i an ex-o.fficio member of ne l y all the oard s and commissions 

of this city. He is in a position to r1 t o th attention of these 

boar·ds nd agencies h is pro ram and h is polloi a pertaining t o our 

municipal government . Me can be an should b in o natant t ouch 1th 

our 61ty Council . His office can and shoul d serve as a c ear1ng house 

for community p lanning and comrntmi ty re<levelopment . 

Any position or job c an dull or unimportan t if t he individ ual 

ishes t o make it s • Any of fice or ,osition can b e one of i m.portR!lce 

or etreng t if t h occupant ha s t he in1tiat1ve, t he 1m innt1on, a nd 

the capacity t o make 1t oo. 

I rep at, the m yor of this c1 ty can b e a n official w1 t h influence 

and prestige. It i s , t h erefore, mo t unfortun te th t t he present 

mayor of t his c1 ty has b n unwilling r una le t o exercise t he p o ers 

p laced by charter and la 1n his position. 

I pl~1 , hen elected, to inau urate re ular eries of r adio 

programs d irecte to the citizens f innea o is in hioh I 111 discuss 

the prob ems of our municipal g overnm nt nd t he )rogr a n p nn e r 

our v rious boar B a nd a ommis 1 ne. 

I will~~t;oular attention to the City Pl nn1ng Com iseion 

and to t he ~f our libr ry , reor t 1 na. nd welfare agencies. 

From time to time it ill neces ar y t o disa s financial matters and 
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and t infor the public about the financial ~tatus of our cit y a nd the 

pro rams and plane hich we 111 underta e in the po t- a r period. 

A mayor of 1nneapo11 ho 1 ~ incerely 1n ereated in tlle . elfa.re 

and the futur o-f our c 1ty ill want an informed publ ic. The mayor 

can and should serve as a public rel t1tbns officer bet een the city 

government and t he elect rate . 

I n t b i re pee . t he pre.sent mayor bag failed . He has refused to 

take t he pe ple in o h 1a confidence . The mayor's office ie our house 

of mystery -- mysteriously controlled by an invisible po r responsible 

t o n one . 

The mayor of t h1.s c1 ty can and hou l d take lead1n position ln 

the promotion of 1nd Jstr1al oeace d unders t and1n b etween t he f roes 

of c pit 1 and l abor . Minne polis cannot a fford the extrav ances and 

aste of lock-out and ~trikes. Jus t a the three gre t n ti n 1 . 

leaders of b !nes s d labor h ve outlined charter of in ustr1 1 

peace, so th m yor of t h is city hould provide leadershi . in obta ining 

s1mil pledges of good f ith an coo a tion from loo 1 busines manage-

ment d l·bor org nizationa. He c an d should encourage the gro · h of 

1 bor management committees . The effectivene s of such committees has 

been proven again and again in our a r production program. 

I p ticul r y 1nterP.st in t h i m tter because I a candidate 

endorsed by t he three g reat section of organized l abor in t h i s oity 

the eric n Federa tion of L bor, the Congress f In u tria l Organiz tiona 

and the Railroad Brotherhoods. I am proud of this endor emc nt -- this 

pledge of faith in me but l nt 1t clearly unders tood t h t I am the 

candidate of no spec1cl int ~r · s t and t ha t hen elect ed I ill not be 

labor ' s mayor, t h·e ma yor of business , nor the ma yor of any particul ar 

roup. r ~oopunity-m1nded . lm"' ''f that f 1nne polis ant and 
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needs m y r t hat 111 b mayor for all t e p ople -- a m yor 'ho 

b , lieve in t he peopl 

a are of t he public tr 1st 

a m yor ho 111 erve 11 t he pe o l e . I am 

r s onsib i lity that 111 be pl a c ed in me 

a s mayor. That i th t ype of rn yor 1 bor , nts . That i s t he t y e of 

ma yor bus ines s nt • h v 1 d t oo much of spec1 1 pr ivilege for 

s pecial inter s ta . J There is a rny t e:rious n insidi a inf ence t hat 

se ms t o h ve t h k y to the m yor's of fice -- t 1ere i 

, ~ overnment -- responsi >l e t no one -- t hat d iot a.te in th i cit y . 

[ one i a not worthy of t he respec t nd confidence of t 6 community 

if h , bec ome s p n of any s eoi l interes t hebh er 1t i bu iness , 

1 bor or t h e racket . J 
other 1 1ortant -v yin h ich t he mayo can nd hould s erve oar 

community is by orkin clo .... ely t h t he noies of f ederal s t a te 

government . e kno th t t h p tt rn f gove rrunent in Amer1c is one of 

ever cl oser r el t ionsh 1p s bet een federa l , ~tate nd loca l levels or 

go ernment . 

inneapoli J: y a r e t e 1 in t axes t o bot h s t a t e. a nd na tional 

t re ur1e • e should make sure t t e rec ive our fair sh r of the 

r ant , sub sidies, and allotment h ich '"e provided for oi t i es of our 

s i ze un e r ~ t t e d federal law. In order t h t t his be coom 11shed e 
I 

need a m yor ho c n e e ffectivAl y ith t he offic la in h 1 ton 

a nd in our st t e capi tal. 

l e h ue ho r d much bout centra lizat ion of aut horit y and po er in 

t he hands of t he fe e . 1 government •nd t hi c be a real nge r . It 

i s , t her fo e , extremely 1m ort ant th t beco e r en t cham) i on. of 

ef f& c1ent nd dyn c loca l o ernment . 
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To perm! t di integra tion nd d e terior tion of· loo 1 g vernment 1 to 

1nv1 te centralized . o er on a t te nd n ti onal level. 

A. our state le~ 1 1 tive e ion come t o an end , e in in1e po 1s 

are acutely aware of one a ·pect of t h i s proble , n ely our rela tion hl p 

1th t h tate overnment. 

T is rel t on h1 r 1nvolv conf 1ct t h· t r ve been per 1tted t o 

develop bet een t l e urb n n rural sect i ons of t h ·st ' te . The m yor of 

t h i s city should h ve long a o eco niz d it a s h i duty nd r espone1 11~ 

to o out into t he t t e n t alk t o t he peopl of the e l ler c ommuni ties 

nd to vi it i th f rm le ders d community lea(ler i n t he rur .1 are s 

bout our mutua l problem • 

In cl leg i 1 t1v ses ion 1nne olis 1 denied i t ju t ol 1 • 

e e facin a n ver-gro1; ing pr obl em of fi nee . and t axat ion . Every 

effo"t t o ob t in our pr ort 1on te h e m t a te revenu a has been 

de fe a t ed . I cal this a c 1 en ,e h 1oh c nnot be 1 n ored . 

It i s imper t1v th~ t t h m yor Join ith responsible civic 1 aders 

in l a unc 'ing c am i gn o e ucatnn nd inform11tion as ell as poll~ cal 

action to assure our ci t y t ha t in the ne t le isl tive ae sion e ill 

h ave more syrnp t h tic underst ndln n tre tment y ur frien and 

nei 7 hbor s from t he rura rea.s . 

I pl ed e to t he peo le of inne poli t1 t I 11 loo upon t hi s 

r esponsib lity ~Jne of my m jor t a ks . I o· 1t c n e d ne b ee use 

I bel i eve that peo l e in the f arm areas s el t he cit e a re fa ir-

minded d are ·ill ina: to ee t he other prob ems. 

Let us f ce tle f aot • Under pre ent condi tion , reappor t ionment 

in our leg ,lat re i s a rem t e oss1b it • Our finana 1 pr lema , our 

problems of taxa.tl. n u ., t b3 met in the m nner in ich t he gr eat 

n tion 1 ntl in ern tion' 1 pr blem of un i y a n unders t d in re 

det rmined . 
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Surely , i f ca n pro o e piri t of un< ers t a ndi ·' a nd c ooper tion 

bet een t he me be of t he United a tions on i n t ernati ona l leve l , e 

mu t be o pable of ore t i a spirit of under t nd in end f 1r- i ndadness 

bet een the rura l a nd urban area in t he s t te of inne ota . · 

It i 1 do n ~oo to c h sti ze and criticize t hose pe rsons h o 

repre sent th mall.r oommun itie and t he rura l a rea . e have no r ight 

t o 1 trus t t he i r sincerity. A city tha t ha. pe nnitted it e lf t o suffer 

from the p blic i t y f lax l a enforcem nt canno·t exp ot favor con ! der-

a tion for it claims in le isl ture t ha t has t he predomin oe of rur a l 

representat i on. 

It b ecome our t sk to me~t tl 1 situa tion wi th r e listie and pr a c tical 

measure • T o ye r from no other le isl ture wi ll b e in sess i on . The 

interven i p eriod shoul · 1'(:1 used for a c ohoerted d ell- plaruled ro r 

of inform t i on nd e uca t i on . 'l'her mu t be a unity of' effor t on t he pa rt 

of 'Ver y roup in our city. 

Th~ yor of t h i s city should Join th civic lea ers t o mo ilize 

immed1 tely our force nd go t o t he peopl e ith our problems . Surly , lf 

e b e !eve in t h v ue of ubl i c ed ca tion , if our bel ief in d emocracy is 

me niT gful , t h en e c n t r us t t 1 ult1n te fair- i ndednesa a n re on b le-

nes ~ the peop le. 

·ot her s nd f there in t he sm.a 1 r c1t i e an r ur a l a re s kno t hat 

many of t he il .. sons nd daughte 1il come t o t h e ci t y. They re not o1ng 

to be unfnir in their a ttit ude , i f they c om t o under t a d t he i n.t er- epen­

ence bet· een t h e urban n rural eo t1on . 

e have tyne J f i sol. tioniam here h lch h s nev r b en •.ro erly 

a nalyzed. 1 t o often e h ve c l led t hose ersons 1solat onist ho 

do no t see t he relation h i p f our n t1on to the affairs of o t her n t iona . 
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- ut !sol t1on1am i not limited t debate bet een nnt1ona l1sm 

and intern t1ona l1sm. Ieolo.t1on1sm is real when any gr up of citizens 

in ny area. - efu es t o reoo ni2'.e th t t he uroblems of one area fundamen­

t lly affects t he heal th , elf re , nd secur1t of another area. 

I conf ldent th t e o n br1n a better tJn et• s t and1ng bet een 

urban and rural repreeent . t:tves b oau e I have t alked before and visited 

ith m fi.Y. a.r · roup nd leader • They e apl nd1d p e opl e . ·rhey ar 

'· 
lntelli ent citizen • rl'hey ant to kno the facts and they want t o 

enjoy the fel o hip that comeFJ . 1th understand1n . 

The J #Opl e o f th1 e n t1on 1 tat eRn h, ve g reat future . 

1nnea.pol1 o nd. should pl ay 11 ma jor rol in the a tta1runent of t t 

future . e owe it t · ourselves and ur nelphbor to create a unity 

tha t tll gua:r ntee the fulfill ent of our sh e in 

orld. 

new d. better 
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The d e t h of Rra n t lin oo sev~ lt c me as a r e a t shock t o the e ntire 

orld . Hi s ' isd.om a nd coura e had r m _,h t n ew hope t o a suffering 

h uma nity . He ~ s in truth a ci~izen of t he world . Hi s life symbolized a 

p romi . e of a world ' ithout fe a r . He charted ne~ p l ans of s oci a l action. 

He dared t o d ream ne w v i s i on s of dem ocratic achi evement . His pers pective 

as world- wide . He , like h is re a t cont e mp orary , Wend e ll Nillkie , k new 

t he me a ning of t he t erm 11 0ne orld 11 • 

Hi deat h lea v e s us a gr eat chal l e n e . Amer ic a mu s t ke ep fait h with 

Franklin Roo sevelt. America mu s t en ure , b y it s de votion to democra tic 

i deal s nd b y it s leadersh i p , the cr eati on of a pe rma nent United a tions 

to u a rantee a world free from war . 

Th is was our Pre . i cl ent 1 s d_ream. It rema in s ' it h u s t o make it a 

livi ng rea lity. Th i i s t he only memorial orthy of the memory of 

Fr anklin Ro o sevelt . 

Th t e must and will move ahead to t he creati on of t h i s me morial 

as t he centra l t heme of t he r eas sur ing add ress made b y Presiden t Truman 

ye s terday t o our Co n r ess . · Our Ne Pres i d ent appe led t o t he Ameri can 

pe op l e t o inten s i f y t he ir de termina tion i n t he s e rio u s days a h ead to 

c a rry t hro ugh to the a tt inm ent o f world peace a nd economic security . 

The sponta n eous r e ponse to Pre i d nt Truman 1 R messa e Jrove s the 

essential sound ne of our ·o ernmental syst em and our democratic way 

of life . Here i s a man of t he peop l e wh o calls u p on t he peopl e for t heir -
confid enc e a nd their loyal ty . 

Gr eat r e s ponsibility ha s been t h ru s t upon h i m a t a time unp recede nted 

in history. I am p r oud t o say t hat it has bee n my p rivi.le e to know 

Preside nt Tr uma n,to k no h i m a a f riend a nd as a overnm ent a l leader . 

I c a n as ure you t h a t, b e c ause o f h i s int im· te k nowledg e of governm~t , 

h i s ab idin ~ f ith in the peop l e , h i s courage a nd h i s humility, he will 
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serve vith di tinction and h onor ai our Pr esident. 

ut we , the people, hAve a re 1 duty and respon i b ility on our part 

to understand the bas ic economic and political causes of the present ar 

a nd the responsib ilities f or f ut ure world order t hat belong s t o America. 

The hope of democratic overnment lies in the wisdom of t he peopl e . 

If America i s to a ssume her pro per p l a ce in a world in need of reb uildin 

Americ a mu s t have t h e impelling forc e of ublic will _to carry t hrou h. 

The pl a in people, y s , the ord ina ry citizen, mus t b P intellectually 

a nd morally equipped t o make the ri Yht dec~sions . 

In my radio a dress last weelc I talked t o you about t he n t ure of 

t h is campai n. I sa i d t hat wh ispers , slander , a nd e r sonal in sult t oo 

often have over-shadowed the rea l issues . I told you tha t I am not 

will ing to b e a part y to s uch a campa i gn and I asked you, as my friends , 

to conduct yourself on a hi h level of intellectual honesty a nd decency. 

I wi sh to s t ate agai n t hat I ant t h is campaign to be informative 

a nd educational -- . not merely political. I want t o discus s i ssue and 

not persona litie s . ;t~-----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~r-&-~~~rrtt 
-

d !!'ing t h~eriod 

speak(i:lly 

ent, abou t our commu 

or 

There are t hose who spread r umor. Th ere are t hose who del ibera tely 

lie. I ill not fi ght with t hese eapons. Th e ~nly ans er to a lie 

i s the truth . And so I say to those who actively support my c and i dacy, 
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I want yo u to be forthright -- to b e informed about city issues , to 

have your facts correct , a.nd to be lieve sincerel y in our pr oc: ram. 

Last week I discu8sed with yotl some of t he p o ~er s and r esponsib ili-

ties of the mayor ' s off ice. I called your a t tent i on t o t he fact t ha t t he 

office of ma yor of t h is cit y is not without aut hor ity. The mayor has 

complet e supervi sion over t he police department , a nd he has a ppo intment 

power t o t h e C~v il Service Commission, t he City Planning Commission, a nd 

t he Board of Public Welfare. 

He i s an ex-officio member of ne rly a l l the b oard s a nd c ommissions 

of t h i s city. He is in a pos ition to b rin~ t o the att ention of these 

boards a nd agenc ies his rogram a nd h i s policies p ert a inine t o our 

municipal govern~ ent. 'He can b e and shoul d be in c ons t ant t ouch with 

our 8ity Council. Hi s office can and should serve as a c lear in house 

for community p l ann ing a nd community redevelopment. 

I r epeat, the mayor of t h i s ci ty ca n b e an official with influe nce 

and prestig e. It i s , t h erefore, most unfor tuna te t hat t he pr e sent 

mayo r of t h i s city has been unwilling or unable t o exercise t he powers 

p laced . by charter and l aw in h is position. 

I plan, when elected, to inaugurate a regula r s eries of r adio 

program s d irected to t he citizens of Minneapol is in which I wi l l discuss -
the problems of our municipa l g overnm ent a nd t he progrruns a nd p l an s of 

our va ri ous bo rdx and commissions. 

I will give particul a r attention to the City Planning Commission 

and to the ~ur library, recreat ional and welfare agencies. 

From time to time it will bep eces sar y t o d iscuss financi a l matters a nd 



a nd t o i nform the public abou t the fi nancia l s tatus of our cit y and the 

prog r am s and p lans Mhich we will underta e in t he po t - a r period . 

A mayor of Minneapoli s who i s sincerely intere sted in the welfa re 

t he f u t ure of our c i ty ~ ill want a n informed public The ma yor 

ca n and sh oul d serve a s a public rela t H>n s offi cer b etween the city 

g overnment a nd t h e elec t or a t e . 

In t h i s respec t t he pr esent ma yor has f ai l ed . He has refused to 

t ak e t h e pe op l e into h i s confidenc e . 

~~ttj-~r;:~ --"'fttys t e r1eu e l y @11'1 'tLJ 'f'' 

l fClMAlJ>) + '% " ' ' ne . 

~~~~A.. 
The ma yor' s of fi c e 1.eJ i' H l' beuse 

~ 

1 s un lii O lS!Dle p c "Ci I e gpott slb l.e 

The mayor of t h i s c ity c a n a nd should take a lead i ng pos it i on in 

t h e pr omotion of i_n_d.....:u..;...:;s;_.t;..,;;r._i;..a;;;.;,l_ .:;;.P..;:.e....;a_:c...:.:e-......:._d_ u:...n_d_e_r..:s_t_a_n_d_i_n,g b et ween t he f or c e s 

of cap i t a l and l abor . Minnea ol i s c annot a fford t he e xtravaganc~ and 

waste of l ock- outs and trike s •. J us t as t h e t hre e g r eat na t i na l -
le aders of bus ine s s and l a b or h,q v e outlined a chart er of industria l 

p ea ce , · so t h e mayor of t h i s city should provide lead er shi p in ob t a i ning 

similar pledg e s of good f a i t h and c o o~ation from l ocal bu s ine ss .manage-

ment a nd l abor or ganiza t ions. He c a n and sh ould encour ag e t he. g ro wt h of 

l abor- ma nag ement c ommi tt e es ~ The ef fective nes s of such commit te e s has 

b een pr oven aga in and a a i n in our war production pr ogr am. 

I am par t icular l y in tere s t ed in t h i s mat ter be caus e I am a cand i dat e 

endor s ed b y t he t hree r eat se ction s of organized l abor in t h i s c it y -- -

t he Ame r ican Federation of Labor , t he Congre ss of I ndu s tria l Or gan iz a tions 

a nd t he Ra i lroad Br ot h er hood s . I am proud of t h is end o£§ eme nt -- thi s 

p l edg e of faith i n rn e .8ut.J I a nt it clearly under s tood t ha t I am the 

ca nd i dat e of no specia l in t er ~ s t a nd t hat ~hen ele c t ed I will no t be -
labor ' s ma yo r , t he ma yor of bus ines s , nor t he mayor of any par ticula r 

g r oup . I a m coij.munity-m inded . I kno t h t !Vi inn e poli s wan t s and 
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~~ 
needs a mayor t hA.t will b e ~· • f ar ~ t he p eop l e - - a mayor who -
b e lieves in the peop le -- a mayor ho will serve 11 t he peop l,e . I am -
aware of t he p ublic tru s t a nd responsib il it~ t ha t will be p laced in me 

as mayor . That i s t he t yp e of mayor l abor ants . Tha t i s the t y pe of 

mayor b usiness ants . We h a ve had too much of special pr ivileg es for 

special interes ts . There is a mysteri o us a n d insid i ou inf e nce t hat 

seems t o h ve the key to the mayor 's office-- t here 1 an invisible - ----
_government resp on s i b l e to no one that d ictates in this city . 

·~~~~~a---~~ 
Another i mportant y in wh ich the m yor ca n a nd should serve our 

community i s by orkin clo, e l y with t he g encies of fe d era l and state 

g overnment . We know that t he patt e rn of gov e rnment in America is one of 

ever closer rela tionships between federal, tate and local levels of 

g overnment . 

Minneapolis pays a g r ea t d eal in taxes t o both s t a t e nd national 

treasuries . We should mak e sure t ha t · e receive our fair s hare of the 

g r an t s , subsidie , and a llotments wh ich are rovided for cities of our 

size un :.er state and federal law. In ord er t h t t h is be accomplished e 

need a m yor ho c a n dea~ effecti e l y with t he offici a ls in Wash ing ton 

and in o~ state capit al-~ 
We ha~e heard much about centra lization , of authority a nd po ~er in 

the h a nds of the federal g overnment a nd t h is c a n be a real dang er. It 

is, t herefore, extremely importa nt th t e b ecome arden t champ ions of 

efficient a nd dynamic local oyernment. -z,t/...,(__~ . 

~/UJL'~ 
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To permit dis integration and deterioration of loca l g overnment is to 

invite centra lized oowe r on a st a te and na t ional· level . . ((~ 
As our s t ate l e isla tive session c om e to a n end , e in Minneap o is 

ar e acutely a"l!are of one aspec t of t h is problem, namely our rela tionship 

ith t he s t ate overnment . 

Th i s r e l tionship in rol ves conflic t t h· .t h v e been permitted t o 

d evelop between t he urban a nd rura l sect j ons of t he r ~ t at e . The mayor of 

t h i s city should ha ve long ag o recognized it a s h i s duty and responsibil~ 

to go out into t he s t a t e a nd t alk t o t he peo le of the smaller communities 

a nd to visi t i th farm l eader s and community leaders in t he r ural areas 

about our mutua l pr oblems . 

In ea ch l eg i l a t i ve se s o. s ion Minnea oli s i s d enied its just cla ims . 

We ax·e facin a n ever- growing problem of fi na nces and t axat ion . Every 

effort t o ob t ain our pr o or tiona te hare f rom s t a te revenues ha s been 

d efeat ed . I ca l l th i s a h i ch c annot be i _nored . 

imper a tive t hat t he ma yor j oin with r esponsib le ders 

edu catbn a nd informa tion a s polit i c a l 

action to as se s sion e ill 

h a ve more s ympat hetic· b y our friends and 

nei hbors 

I pl edg e to look upon t h i s 

my major t asks . I kno ¥ because 

areas as ell as the 

are ~ illing to see t he oth er man ' s probl ems . 

Le t us face t he facts . Under present condi tions , reapportionment 

in our l e iRlat ure is a remot e possibility. Our financial pr oblems , our 

prob l ems of t a xation mus t be met in the same m nne r in wh ich t he g r eat 

na tional a nd int erna tiona l pr oblem of unity a nd under s t and ing are 

determ ined. . 



Sure l y , i f ve ca n promo t e a p irit of under s t anding a nd c ooperation 

between t he members of t he United Nations on an internationa l level, e 

mu st be c apable of cre a t in r s t and in 

be twe en t he r ural and urban areas in t he s t a.te of Minnesota . 

It will do no go od to chastize and c r iticize t hose per sons h o 

repre sent t he smal l er c ommunities and the r ura l a reas . We have no r i ght 

to d i s t rust t he ir sincerity. A city that ha s oe rmitted it self to suffer 

from the publicity of ~· l aw enforc em ent cannot expect favor atie consider­

ation for it s clai ms in a legisla ture t he t has t he pr edominan c e of rur a l 

representation. 

It b ecomes our t ask t o mee t this s itua tion with realistic and pr a ct ical 

me asures . Two ye r s from now another l e isla ture ~i ll b e in session . The 

int erven ing peri od sh oul d be u ed for a c onc erted and well-plarmed prog r am 

of inform tion and education. There mu t be a unity of effort on t he part 

of every g roup in our city . 

Th~ayor of t h i s city sho uld join Wlth civic l eaders t o mob ilize 

immedia tely our forces and go t o t h e peopl e with our p~oblem s . Surely , if 

we b elieve in the value of publ ic education , if our b elief in d emocracy is 

meaning ful, the n we c an trust t he ultima te f~j.ir-m indedness and reasonab le­

ne ss of t he pe op le. 

Mo thers and fathers in t he smaller citieg and r ural a r eas kno t hat 

many of t heir sons a nd · daughters wi li c ome to . the city. They a re not go ing 

to be unfair in the ir a ttit ude, i f they come t o under s tand the inter- depen-

d ence bet een t he urban a nd r ur al se ction s . t f~) 
We have a t ype of isola tioni m here vhich ha s never be en properly 

a nalyzed . All t oo oft en we have ca lled t hose persons i solationists Nho 

do no t see t he relationship of our na tion t o t h e affair s of ot he r na tions: 
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But isol tionism is not limi ted to a d ebate be t ~een n tiona lism 

a nd interna tiona lism. I solationism i s real when ny g roup of citi zens 

in any area refu es to re cognize tha t t he p roblems of one are a fundamen­

t a lly affects t he health , wel f are, a nd security of ano t her area. 

· I am confident t hat we c an bring a be t te r 1 nderst and ing be t ween 

urban a nd rural r epre sentative s be cause I have t a lked before and visited 

with many f arm roups and leaders . They r e splendid p eople . They are 

intelligent -citizen s . They want to kno w th e fac~s and t he y want t o 

fell owship that comes ith understandin • 

The eop l e of this na tion and tate can h ave a g reat fut ure . 

inneapoli s c an a nd should pl ay a ma jor rol e in the a tta inment of tha.t 

fu ture. We owe it t o ourselves and our ne l hb or to crea.te a unity 

t hat wil l guaran t ee t he fulfillment of o ur share in a new a nd be t ·ter 

orld . 



Frcm Humphrey formMny~r 
Yolunteer Headqua rters 
~02 Second Avenue So. 
Minnea pcli.s, Minn. 
m_ M ~. · 

For Re lea se: 
PM, Tuesday, April 17, 1945 

f~ ~JU~ 1 o f the pres ent maye r t o provide leade rship in s olving the city's 

"ever-gr~wing problem o f fina nce s a nd tn.xa tion" WA. S a ssa iled by Hubert H. 

Humphrey, candi d at e f o r mayo r, in a t a lk prepa red for delivery toda y (Tuesday) 

ove r V'i LOL a t 8:15 p.m. 

Humphrey s a id th~ t, becaus e the city has not ha d proper lea de rship in its 

--l t -l:empts t o obta in legisl·=ttive assista.nce in so lution of its financinl problem, 

'! every effort t o obtain our proportionate sha re fr om stat e revenues ha s been 

d «:e"J. tcd ." 

He dealt ut length with the urban-rura l a ntagonism in the legisl ature 

a nd said it wu s the duty o f the mayor to "join with responsible civic leade rs in 

l aunching a campa ign of educ.A.ti on and info r rration to o. ssure our city tha t in 

t he next legisl <J.tive session we will h r:,ve more symp<J thetic underst"l.nriing '3.nd 

tr eat ment by our friend s and neighbors fro m the rur a l 9.rea s." 

1:.e said ~;hat Minneapo::.is ha s "n<D right t o distrust" the sincerity of the 

r~r n::. l<::gi.;.l :: t c r "be ca us e '1n C"i.ty tho.t has permitted itself to suffer from the 

publi d t y n1' i n.x law en:orcement thrrughout the sta te c annot e xpect f avor a ble 

consi der ati on f o r its cla i ms in a. l e gisl a ture tha t ha.s a predominance o f rural 

r epre s enta tion ." 

"It b e -:: ome s ~ur t a sk," he sa id, "to meet this situation with r ealistic ::. nd 

pra ctica l measure s. Two yeo.. rs from now the re will be '',nother legisl•?tive session. 

The intervening peri od should b e used for a conce rted a nd we ll-plan ned pro gr am 

of info rm<:t tion an d educa tion. There must be a unity of effo rt on the pa rt o f 

every group in our city." 

Humphrey d escribed the misunderstanding be~•een urba n a. nd rura l SPcti ons 

o f the l e gisl a ture as a type of "isol e.tionism, 11 wherein the interdependence of 



· · :.s <~ J ~.t~ G:1 .". s T., '· he s ~ id ! "is not limited too. deb D.':;e betvre e n n<J.ti .Jna. lism 

·~ r1 C. ·_,y'- ,·)/ '1:::. -o o n. ·.lism .. ·Iso L tio nism is n a. l vrhen e. ny gr J ::.. p of citizens i n 11ny 

a re~ ~ .-_. f-~ :: s t o :- eoo gnize ti1.e t +.he pr oblellllS of one a r e':l. fundament ally '-lffects 

t he 1:• t1 ~ ~r. ; ' <elfa re, ::tn s e ~uri J~y o f ~:n other a r ea . 11 

He sa i d he wa s confident tha t a better unde rstanding botw·ee n urb a n and rura l 

r ep r e s Emt o.ti ve s coul d b e ['. ch i ev ed if there was a progr am aimed a. t providing 

diss emina tio n o f full info rm~ti o n c oncerning the plight of the city. 

H'.lmphrey, stressing the d i ffe r ent ilays in which a mayo r c a n supply le a de r­

Ul.p :in the solutio n o f community problems, w<J. rned tha t by permitting 

:
1d lainte grution a nd deteriorati on o f loc 'll government" the public invites the 

. ~ cn .;r;E> r o f 11 c entrD. lized pow e r on a state and na ti 0no. l l evel." 

1"Ne hB- ve henr d much about centra liza tion o f a uthQrity - nd powe:: r in the 

ha nd s o f the f e de ral government," Humphrey s a id, "a nd this can be a rea l da no-er . 

It is, the refor e , extreme ly import n.nt th ·.'. t we become <:'. rdent ch<J.mpi ons of 

0fficient a nd dyn<J.mic loco. l gove rnment." 

H...;.n.phrcy said the mayo r 11 c :ln <1. nd should t <:'.ke 1?. l e?.d i ng po siti o nin tho 

':l r ;)rc r.; ~ e- n o f indus t ri '1. 1 p 00. c : 'lnc'i tho prorrotion o f unrlerst'l nd ing betlvee n the 

~·o r .; 1' s G f ~ n pit l 'ln d :;_ -::-, h-n ,. " 

H l s•1 : .d th~-t j 1:st a s the thr ee great nat i ono. l l en ders o f business a nd 

l a bo r h·.v e n t l i ne d !l cha rt e r o f industri r. l pe <t c e , s o th e may or of t hi s city 

shoul d pr ovi de l c-: ::t de rship in o bt·:dning simil a r ple d ge s o f ~od f q_i th lJ.nd 

coo pern.t i on fro m l o c a l business mana gr- ment a nd l a bo r o r ganizati ·ms. 
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Invite your fciends in for a listening party, or 

Call your friends and tell ' them to listen. 

Prepared and 0irculated by the Humphrey for Mayor Volunteer 
Committee, 7 South Sixth Street, Mrs. H. A. Jensen,secretary 



Hubert H. Humphr eY· 
622 5th str eet s. E. 
Minneapolis , Minn . 
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