RADIO ADDRESS BY HUBERT H. HUMPHREY] CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR OF MINNEAPOLIS,
PREPARED FOR DELIVERY OVFR WLOL TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1945, 8:15 P.M,

The desth of Rranklin Roosevelt came as a great shock to the entire
world, His wisdom and courage had br ught new hope to a suffering
humanity. He was in truth a citizen of the world., His life symbolized a
promise of a world without fear, He charted new plans of soclal action,
He dared to dream new visions of democratic achlevement. His perspective
wag world-wide, He, like his gres=st contemporary, Wendell Willkie, knew
the meaning of the term "One Worlad",

His death leaves us a great challenge. America must keep faith with
Fpanklin Roosevelt., America must ensure, by ite devotion to democratic
ideals and by 1ts leadership, the ecreation of a permanent United Nations
to guarantee a world free from war.

This was our President's &yeam. It remaine with us to make it a
living reality. This 1e the only memorial worthy of the memory of
Franklin Roosevelt.

That we must and will move ahead to the creation of this memorial
was the central theme of the reassuring addregs made by President Truman
yesterday to our Congress, Our New President appesled to the American
people to intensify thelr determination in the serious days ahead to
carry through to the attainment of world peace and economic security,

The spontanecus reeponse to President Truman's message proves  the
essential soundness of our governmental system and our democratic way
of 1ife, Here is a man of the peopls who calls upon the people for their
confldence and thelr loyalty.

Great responsibility has been thrust upon him at a time unprecedented
in history, I am proud to say that it has been my privilege to know
Pregident Truman,to know him as a friend and as a governmental leader,

I can assure you that, because of his intimate knowledge of government,

his abiding faith 1n the people, his courage and his humility, he will
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serve with distinction and honor asg our Presgident. _

But we, the people, have & real duty snd responsibility on our part
to understand the baslec economic and politlcal causes of the present war
and the responsibilities for future world order that belongs to Amerilcae.

The hope of democratic government lies in the wisgdom of the people.
1If America is to ascume her proper place in a world in need of rebuilding,
Americs must have the impelling forece of public will to carry throuwsh,

The plain people, yes, the ordinary citizen, must b intellectually
and morally equipped to make the right dectsions,

In my radio address last week I talked to you sbout the nature of
this campaign, I said that whispers, slander, and personal in=ult too
often have over-shadowed the real lssues, T told you that I am not
willing to be a party to such a gampaign and I asked you, as my friendg,
to conduct yourself on a high level of intellectual honesty and decency.

I wish to state again that I want this campaign to be informative
and educational -- not merely political. I want to discuss issues and
not personalities, I boligve that democracy is, above all, a community
process and I helieye that no government can long function d-mocratically
without an enlightened and awakened citizen hody.

Because I hold these beliefs, I intend, dwring the period of this
campalgn znd I will continue, when elected, to speak directly to the
people of Minneapolis about our city government, about our community,
and about our problems.

I again remind you that I have 100 much respect for our city, for
my frienis, for my family, and formy opponents to sver have it said
that Hubert Humphrey engaced in a campaign of slander.

There are those who spread rumor, There are those who deliberately
lie, I will not fight with thege weapons, The only answer to a lie

is the truth, And so I say to those who actively support my candldacy,
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I want you to be forthright -- to be informed about city issues, to
have your facts correct, and to believe sincerely in our program,

Lagt week I discursed with you some of the powers and responsibili.
ties of the mayor's office. I called your attention to the fact that the
office of mayor of this city 1s not without authority. The mayor has
complete supervision over the police department, and he has appolntment
power to the Civil Service Commission, the City Planning Commission, and
the Board of Public Welfare.

He is an ex-officio member of nearly all the boarde and commissions
of this city. He is in a position to bring to the attention of these
boards and agencies his program and his policies pertaining to our
municipal government., He can be and should be in constant touch with
our @ity Council, Hig office can and should serve as a clearing hoqae
for community planning and community redevelopment,

Any position or Jjob can be dull or unimportant if the individual
wishes to make it so. Any office or osition can bhe one of importance
or gtrength 1f the occupant has the initlative, the imagination, and
the capacity to make it so,

I repeat, the mayor of this city can be an officlel with influence
and prestige, It 1s, therefore, most unfortunate that the present
mayor of this city has been unwilling or unable to exercise the powers
placed by charter and law 1n his position,

I plan, when elected, to inaugurate a regular series of radio
programg directed to the citizens of Minneapolis in which I will dlscuss
the problems of our municipal government and the programes and plansg of
our various boards and commissions,

I will give particular attention to the City Planning Commission
and to the M our library, recreational and welfare agencles,

From time to time it will benscessary to discuss financial matters and
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and to inform the public about the financial status of our city and the
programs and plans which we will undertake in the post-war period,

A mayor of Minneapolis who ie sincerely interested in the welfare
and the future of our city will want an informed public. The mayor
ean and should serve as a public relatidns officer between the city
government and the electorate,

In this respect the present mayor has failed., He has refused to
take the people into his confidence. The mayor's office 1s our house
of mystery -- mysteriously controlled by an invisible power responsible
to no one.

The mayor of this city can and should take a leading position in
the promotion of indugtrial peace =nd understanding between the forces
of capitsl and lsbor. Minnezpolis cannot afford the extravagances and
waste of lock-outs and strikes. Just as the three great national
leaders of business and labor hsve outlined a charter of industrial
peace, so the mayor of this city should provide leadershin in obtaining
gimilar pledges of good faith and coomration from local business manage-
ment and labor organizations, He can and should encourage the growth of
labor management committees., The effectivenees of such committees has
been proven again and again in our war oproduction program,

I am particularly interested in this matter because I am a candidate
endorsed by the three great sections of organized labor in this city --
the American Federation of Labor, the Congress of Industrial Organizations
and the Rallroad Brotherhoods. I am proud of thig endorsement -- this
pledge of faith in me buti} want 1t clearly understood that 1 am the
candidete of no special inter-st and that when elected I will not be
labor's mayor, the mayor of business, nor the mayor of any particular

W st (s
group, riﬁtm\coﬂmunlty—minded. d-know that Elnneapolis wants and
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needs a mayor that will be mayor for all the pesople -- a mayor who
believes in the people -- a mayor who will serve all the people. I am
aware of the public trust and responsibility that will be placed in me
as mayor. That is the type of mayor labor wants. That is the type of
mayor business wants. We have had too much of special privileges for
special 1nterests{] There is a mysterious and insidlous influence that
gseems to have the key to the mayor's office -- there 1s an invisible

government -- responsible to no one -- that dictates in thils city.

EOne is not worthy of the reapeet and confidence of this community
if he becomes & pawn of any special interest -- whebher it is business,
labor or the racketgé]

Another 1mportaﬁt way in which the mayor can and should sgerve our
community i1s by working closely with the agencles of federal and state
government, We know that the pattern of government in America is one of
ever closer relationships between federal, state and local levels of
government,

Minneapolis pays a great deal in taxes to both state and national
treasuries, %¥e should make sure that we receive our failr share of the
grante, subsidies, and allotments which are provided for cities of our
size un er state and federal law. In order that this be accomplished we
need a mayor who can deal effectively with the officials in Washington
and in ouwr state capital,

We hawe heard much asbout centralization of authority and power in
the hands of the federal government =nd this can be a real danger. It
1s, therefore, extremely important that we become ardent champlons of

effécient and dynamic local government,
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To permit disintegration and deterioration of local government 1= to
invite centralized power on a state and national level,

Az our gtate 1eg191ative session comes to an end, we 1in Winneapolis
are acutsly aware aflone aspect of this problem, namely our relatlonshlp
with the state government.

This relationshin involves conflicts that have been permitted to
develop between the urban and rural sections of the :gtate. The mayor of
this city should have long ago recognized 1t as his duty and responsibilly
to go out into the atate and talk to the people of the swaller communities
and to visit with famm 1aéders and community leaders in the r™iral areas
about our mutusl problems,

In each legislative ses-sion Minneapolls 1s deniled its just clalwme.
e are facing an ever-growing problem of finances and taxation, Every
effort to obtaln our proportionate share from state revenues has been
defeated, I call this a challenge which cannot be ignored,

It is imperative that the mayor Jjoin with responsible civie leaders
in launching a campaign of education and information as well as political
action to assure our c¢ity that in the next legiglative gsession we will
have more sympathetlic understanding and trestment by our friende and
neighbors from the rural areas,

I pledge to the people of Minneapolis that I will look upon this
responegibility asbne of my major tasks., I know it can he done because
I believe that people in the farm areas as well as the cities are fair-
minded end are willing to see the other man's problems,

Let us fage the facts, Under present conditions, reapportionment
in our legisisture is a remote possibility., Our financial problems, our
problems of taxation must be met in the same manner in which the gresat
national and international problems of unity and uaderstanding are

determined,
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Surely, if we can promote a spirit of understanding and cooperation
between the members of the United Nations on an international level, we
must be capable of creating a spirit of understanding and failr-mindedness
between the rural and urban areas in the state of Minnesots. |

It will do no good to chastize and criticlize those persons who
represent the smaller communities and the rural areas, We hsve no right
to distrust thelr sincerity., A city that has permitted itself to suffer
from the publicity of lax law enforcement cannot exXpsct favoralle consider-
ation for its claims in a leéislature that has the predominance of rur al
represgentation,

It becomes our task to mest this situation with realistic and practical
measures. Two years from now another legislature will be in session. The
intervenins period should b= used for a cohcerted and well-planned program
of information and education., There must be a unity of effort on the part
of every group in our city.

Thglmayor of this eity should join with civic leaders to mobilize
immediately our forces and go to the people with our problems., Surely, if
we baliéve in the value of public education, if our belief in democracy is
meaningful, then we can trust the ultlnmtelfairhmindedneae and reasonable-
ness ¢ the people,

Mothers and fathers in the smaller citiem and rural areas know that
many of their sone and daughters will come to the city. They are not golng
to be unfair in their attitude, if they come to understand the inter-depen=-
dence between the urban and rural sectlons,

We have a type of igolationism here which has never been rroperly
analyzed. All too often we have called those persons isolationlists who

do not see the relationship of our natlon to the affairs of other natlons,
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"But isolntionism is not limited to a debate between natlonalism
and internationalism. Isolationism is real when any group of cltizens
in any area refuses to recognize that the problems of one area fundamen-
tally affects the health, welfare, and security of another area,

I am confldent that we can bring a better understanding between
urban and rural representatives because I have talked hefore and visited
with many Tarm groups and leaders., They are splendid people, Théy are
intelligent citizens, They want to know the facts and they want to
enjoy tﬁe fellowship that comes with understanding,

The people of thls nation and =tate ecan have a great future,
Minneapolie can and should play a major role in the attalnment of that
future, We owe it to ourgelves and cur neilghbors to create a unity
that will guarantee the fulfillment of owr share in a new and better

world,

——————————
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‘The death of Rranklin Roosevelt came as a great shock to the entilre
world., His wisdom and courage had brought new hope to a suffering
humanity. He was in truth = citizen of the world, His life symbolized a
promise of a world without fear., He charted new plans of soclal action,
He dared to dream new visilons of democratic achievement. Hls perspective

was world-wide, He, like his grest contemporary, Wendell Wlllkile, knew

the meaning of the term "One World",

His death leaves us a great challenge, America must keep falth with
Franklin Roosevelt, America must ensure, by ite devotlon to democratlc
ideals and by its leadership, the creation of a permanent United Natlons
to guarantee a world free from war,

This was our Pregident's dream. It remains with us to mske it a
living reality., Thie is the only memorial worthy of the memory of
Franklin Roosevelt,

That we must and will move shead to the creation of this memoriasl

was the central theme of the resssuring address made by President Truman

yesterday to our Congress,- Our New President appecled to the American

people to intensify thelr determination in the serious days ahead to

carry through to the attailnment of world peace and economic security.

—— —

The spontaneous response to Pregident Truman's message oroves the
esgential soundness of our governmental system and our democratlc way

of 1ife., Here is a man of the people who calls upon the people for their
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confldence and thelr loyalty.

Great responsibility has been thrust upon him at a time unprecedented
in history. I am proud to say that 1t has been my privilege to know
President Truman,to know him as a friend and as 2 governmental leader,

I can assure you thet, because of his intimate knowledge of government,

his abiding faith in the people, his courage and his humility, he will

— e
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serve with distinction and honor as our President,

But we, the people, have a real duty and responsibility on our part
to understand the basic economic and political causes of the present war
and the responsibilities for future world order that belongs to America.

The hope of democratlc government lies in the wigdom of the people.
If Americe is to assume her proper place in a world in need of rebullding,

America must have the impelling force of public will to carry throuzh.

The plain people, yes, the ordinary citizen, must b= intellectually
and morally edulpped to make the right decksions,

In my radio address last week I talked to you about the nature of
this campaien., I said that whispers, slander, and personal insult too
often have over-shadowed the real issues. I told you that I am not
willing to be a party to such a campaign and I asked you, as my friends,
to conduct yourself on a hiqﬁ level of intellectual honesty and decency.

I wish to state again that I want this campalgn to be informative

and educational -- not merely political. I want to discuss 1lssues and
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lie. I will not fight with these weapons. The o6nly answer to a lile

is the truth, And so I say to those who actively support my candldacy,
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I want you to be forthright -- to be informed about city lssues, to

have your facts correct, snd to believe sincerely in our program,

Last week I dlscussed with you some of the powers and responsibili-
ties of the mayor's office. I cslled your attention to the fact that the
office of mayor of this city is not without authority. The mayor has
complets supervision over the police department, and he has appolntment
power to the Cavil Service Commission, the City Planning Commission, and
the Board of Public Welfare,

He ig an ex-officio member of neerly all the boards and commigsions
of thils city. He is in a position to bring to the attention of these
boards and agencies his program and his policies pertaining to our
municlpal governmsnt, 'He can be and should be in constant touch wilth
our €ity Council, His office can and should serve as a cleearing house

for community planning and community redevelopment.
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I repeat, the mayor of this city can be an official with influence
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and prestige, It isg, therefore, most unfortunate that the present

mayor of this city has been unwilling or unable to exercise the powers
placed by charter and law in his position,

I plan, when elected, to lnaugurate a regular series of radio

programs directed to the citlzens of Minneapolis in which I will discuss

the problems of our municipal government and the programs and plang of
our varlous boards and commissions.
I will give particular attention to the City Planning Commission

and to the é&ggigﬁghg§*;ur library, recreational and welfare agenciles,

From time to time it will bebecessary to discuess financial matters and
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and to inform the public about the financial status of our city and the
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programs and plans which we will undertake in the post-war period,
A mayor of Minneapolis who i1g sincerely interested in the welfare

and the future of our city will want an informed public The mayor

can and should serve as s public relatidns officer between the city

government and the electorate,

In this reespect the present mayor has failed, He has refused to

teke the people into his confidence., The mayor's office ia—eg{.hﬂiﬂﬂ
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The mayor of this city can gnd should take a leading position 1n
e e —t

the promotion of industrial peace and understanding between the forces

of capital and labor. Minneapolis cannot afford the extravazanced and
—— e

waste of lock-outs and strikes, Just ae the three great natlonal
..,.,_._.--""_________,.._,_.-—-—--—""_'

leaders of business and labor hove outlined a charter of industrial
peace, so the mayor of this city should provide leadership 1n obhtaining
similar pledges of good faith and coowration from local buslinese manage-

ment and labor organizations. He can and should encourage the growth of

labor-manasgement committees. The effectiveness of such committees has

been proven again and again in our war production program,

I am particularly interested in this matter because I am a candidate
CeRup
endorsed by the three great sections of organized labor in thls city ---
the American Federation of Labor, the Congress of Industrial Organlizations

and the Railroad Brotherhoods. I am proud of this endorsemept -- thils

pledge of faith in me.But)I want 1t clearly understood that I am the

candidate of no specisal inter-st and that when elected I will not be

o m————— —

labor's mayor, the mayor of business, nor the mayor of any particular

group, I am copmunity-minded. I know that Minneapolisg wants and
——
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needs a mayor that will be messxr—fer all the people —-- a mayor who
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believes in the people -- a mayor who will serve all the people., 1 am

p—

aware of the public trust and responsibility that will be placed in me

as mayor, That is the type of mayor labor wants., That 1s the type of

mayor bugsiness wante., We have had too much of specilal privileges for

special interesests, There is a mysterious and ingidious influence that

seems to have the key to the mayor's office -- there 1s an invisible
government -- resgponsible to no one -- that dictates in this city.
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Another important way in which the mayor can and should serve our

community 1s by working closely with the agencleg of federal and state

government, We know that the pattern of government in America 1is one of
governmer

ever clogser relationships between federal, state and locel levels of
government,

Minneapolis pays a great deal in taxes to both state and natiocnal

treasuries, We should meke sure that we receive our fair share of the
grante, subsidies, and allotments which are provided for cities of our
size unier state and federal law. In order thﬁt this be accomplighed we
need a mayor who can deal effectively with the officisls in Washington
and in our state capitale 73 %w“ﬁ wa WM
We have heard much abosgﬁgentralization of authority and power in

the hands of the federal government and this can be a real danger. It

is, therefore, extremely important that we become ardent champlons of

efficlent and dynamic local government, WLW(MQMZA,
1t (X
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To permit disintegration and deterioration of local government is to
invite centralized vower on a state and national level, ——aﬂ*‘(k3444L§)
As our state leglslative session comes to an end, we in Minneapolis
are acutely aware of one aspect of this problem, namely our relationship
with the state government,
This reletionship involves conflicts that have been permitted to

develop between the urban and rural sections of the gstate. The mayor of

this city should have long ago recognized it as his duty and responsibiliy
to go out into the state and talk to the people of the smaller communities
and to viglt with farm leaders and community leaders in the rural areas
about our mutual problems,

In each leglslative gses=sgion Minneapolis is denied its just claims.
We are facing an ever-growing problem of finances and taxation. Every
effort to obtain our proportionate share from state revenues has been

defeated, I call thlg a challenge which cannot be ignored,

£ is imperative that the mayor join with responsible civic aders

in launchin? campalgn of education and information as w as political

action to assure our<gity that in the next legi ive segsion we will

have more sympathetlc unde?n & eastment by our friends and

I pledge to the p e of Minneapolig“fhﬂghzwﬁill look upon this
o

regponsglbility ne of my major tasks., I know it Eénage done because

d and are willing to see the other man's problems,

Let us face the facts, Under pregent conditiong, reapportionment

—

in our legislature is a remote possibility. Our financial problems, our

problems of taxation must be met in the same manner in which the great
nationgl and international problems of unity and understandinge are

determined,
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Surely, 1f we can promote a spirit of understanding and cooperation

between the members of the United Nations on an international level, we

must be capable of creating a gpirit of understanding and falr-mindedness

s i
4

between the rural and urban areas in the state of Minnesota.

It will do no good to chastize and criticize those persons who

represent the smaller communities and the rural areas, We have no right

to distrust their sincerity. A city that has vermitted itself to suffer

from the publicity of lax. law enforcement cannot expect favoralde consider-

ation for its claims in a legislature that has the predominance of rur al

representation,

It becomes our task to meet this situation with realistic and practicsl

measures, Two years from now another legislature will be in segseion., The
intervening period should be used for a concerted and well-planned program
of informstion and education. There must be a unity of effort on the part
of every group in our city.

Th¢mayor of this city should join with civic leaders to mobilize

immediately our forces and go to the people with our problems. Surely, if

we bellieve in the value of public education, if our belief in democracy 1is
meaningful, then we can trust the ultimate fgir-mindedness and reasonable-
negg of the peovle,

Mothers and fathers in the smaller citieg and rural areas know that
many of theilr sons and daughté}g will come to the city. They are not goling

to be unfair in thelr attitude, if they come to understand the inter-depen-

dence between the urban and rural sections, C fb**WL)

We have a2 type of isolationism here which has never been properly
enalyzed. All too often we have called those persong 1solationists who

do not see the relationship of our nation to the affairs of other nations,
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But isolationism 1s not limited to a debate between nationalism
and internationalism. Isolationism is real when any group of citizens
in any area refuses to recognize that the problems of one area fundamen-

tally affects the health, welfare, and security of another area,

~ I am confident that we can bring a better understanding between
urban end rural representatives because I have talked before and visited

with many farm groups and leaders, They are splendid people, They are

g

intelligent -citizens, They want to know the facfs and they want to
njoy the fellowship that comes with understanding.

The people of this nation and state can have a great future.
Minneapolls can and should play a major role in the attainment of that
future, We owe it to ourselves and our nelghbors to create a unity
that will guarantee the fulfillment of our share in a new and better

world,
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Failure of the present mayor to provide leadership in solving the city's
"ever-growing problem of finances and taxation" was assailed by Hubert H.
Humphrey, candidate for mayor, in a talk prepared for delivery today (Tuesday)
over WLOL ot 8:15 p.m.

Humphrey said that, because the city has not had proper leadership in its
1ttempts to obtain legislutive assistance in solution of its financial problem,
"every effort to obtain our proportiosnate share from state revenues has been
defested.”

He dealt at length with the urban-rural antagonism in the legislature
and said it wns the duty of the mayor to “join with responsible civic leaders in
launching & campaign of education and informtion to assure our city that in
the next legislotive session we will hove more sympothetic understonding and
treatment by our friends and neighbors from the rurzl areas.”

l'e said Shat Minneapolis has "pd right to distrust” the sincerity of the
rural legislober because 'a city that has permitted itself to suffer from the
publi city or i2x law enforcement throughout the state cennot expect favorable
consideration fotr its claims in 2 legislature that has a predominance of rural
representation.”

"It bevomes our task," he said, "to meet this situation with realistic 2nd
practical measures. Two years from now there will be °“nother legisl-tive session.
The intervening period should be used for a concerted and well-planned program
of information and education. There must be 2 unity of effort on the part of
every group in our city."

Humphrey described the misunderstanding between urban and rural sections

of the legislature as a type of "isolotionism," wherein the interdependence of



vhs verions serbions of the state is not fully appreciated.

“iecsfsicalsm,” he snid, "is not limited to & debzte between nationalism
cnd tateret ontlisme TIsolationism is real when any group of citizens in =ny
arec »~™rcs to recognize thet the problems of one area fundamentally affects
the L+ulsn. relfare, and securily of °nother area."

He said he was confident that a better understanding between urban fnd rural
representatives could be =chieved if there was a program aimed at providing
dissemination of full informstion concerning the plight of the city.

Humphrey, stressing the different ways in which & mayor can supply leader-
erip in the solution of community problems, warned that by permitting
"dlsintegration and deterioration of local government" the public invites the
irnrer of "centralized power on 2 state and national level."

"ie have heord much about centralization of authority ond power in the
hands of the federal government," Humphrey said, "ond this con be a real dangers
It is, therefore, extremely important th:t we become cordent champions of
officient and dynamic local government."

Horphrey said the mayor "ean and should toke 2 leading positionin the
aromeracn of industricl peac: and the prorotion of understanding between the
forses of ~npitnl and iobor.”

4, si.d that just as the three great national leaders of business and
labor h ve ~1tlined 2 charter of industrial peace, so the mayor of this city
should provide leadership in obtnining similar pledges of good faith and

cooperrtion from local business management 2and labor organizations.



HUBERT . M, HUMPHEEY

will make hi: second radio addiecs in his campaign
HOR - MAYOR
WLOL - TUES, ABRIL 17 -8I5PM

-~ Invite your friends in for a listening party, or

-~ Call your friends and tell ‘them to listen.

Prepared and circulated by the Humphrey for Mayor Volunteer
Committee, 7 South Sixth Street, Mrs. He A. Jensen,secretary
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