RADIO ADDRESS BY HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR OF MINNEAPOLIS,
PREP ARED FOR DELIVKRY OVER WLOL TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1945, 8:15 P, M,

Tonight I am opening the second phase of my campaign for the office
of mayor of Minneapolis., A week ago yesterday the people of Minneapolis
nominated me for this high office after a campaign in which responsible people
in all sections of the community rallied to my support .

The results of the primary were extremely gratifying to me and I
wish at this time to extend to the people of Minneapolis my most sincere
thanks. And I wish to restate at this time that I shall, if elected, do
everything in my pewer to Justify the confidence that the people have placed
in me,

While the large vote that I received was extremely gratifying to
meé personally, I am aware that this demonstration of support was not for me
as an individual but for the program I have set forth,

This is as it should be. It is not the individual but the program
and pelicies for which he stands that should command the attention and support
of the voter,

I believe that the clear and decisive results of this campaign
demonstrate that you =- the people of Minneapolis -- are interested in the
problems facing our community and that you desire to support a program that
will deal with these problems in a sound eand constructive manner,

The people of Minneapolis do not want a campaign based upon
Personalities and mugd slinging, innuendoes and hal f-truths. They want a
campaign that is conducted on a high level of sound and constructive
discussion of the bread fundamental problems confronting our community.

During the primary, I made every effort to conduct my campaign on
this high level and urged all of my supporters to do the same. I pledge to
you tonight thet in the three weeks that remain between now and the general

election, I will continue to discuss the important issues,
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As I have stated before, I want this campaign to be informative
and educationals I view this cempaign as an educational forum, directed to
the objective of promoting an intelligent understanding of the problems of
our city government.

I propose éo discuss issues not personalities., I propose to
present facts, not fancies. I propose to present a program of action looking
to the future and not to the mistakes and sins of the past.

Therefore, in my radio talks between now and June 11 I wish to
discuss with you the problems of post-war employment, housing, industrial
expansion, labor relations; city finances and the building of our eity into
a greater Mindeapolis.

I know that the people of Minneap olis wish to see this city clean
and our government efficients Government responsible to the people will do
this job but you the people must be militant in your support of & candidate
Wwho is willing to fight for what he knows to be right.

To my supporters, who are naturally eleted by the outcome of the
primary election, I wish to say our fight to improve Minneapolis city
government is not yet won. You must redouble your effats in order to
insure our victory in the general election.

I say our victory because I; as the candidate, am important only
to the extent that I represent the kind of progrem that justifies your
support.

I am aware that the vote which was given me in the primary was due
not to my own efforts but to the efforts of the hundreds of active
supporters who gave of theit time and energy in behalf of our program,

Our victory was made possible because our propram had the support
of pefrsons and organizations representing all groups within the community.
I am sorry that I am not able to thank individually each of the persons who

took an active part in my eampaign but I do want at this time to express



s

my appreciation to them 2nd tc th2 many organizations that worked so hard
in behalf of our program.

I waﬁt to thank the more than 500 people who are members of the
Humphrey for Mayor Volunteer Committee. Members of this committee are
drewn from business, labor, the professions, the clergy, the teachers and
the Republican and Demoeretic parties.

I want to thank the many veterans of World War I and II who worked
so hard in suppert of our programe. Of the meny endorsements that have been
extended none are so grstifying to me as those received from veterans
orgenizations. I wa nt, therefore, to take this opportunity to thank
especially the Veterans Committee on Good Government, the United Veterans
of Ameriba, and the Campus Humphrey for Mayor Veterans Comrittee for their
endorsement and the active work they are doing in behalf of our program.

I want to thank the members of the American Federation of lLabor,
the Congress of Industrial Organization, eand the Railroad Brotherhoods
both for their endorsement and for their united efforts in behalf of our
programe It is reassuring to 2ll those who believe in democratic government
to seec the active interest in sound and constructive government that is
being taken by the working men and women of Minneapolis, and I am proud
that they along with business, veteran and other drganizations have been so
active in support of my candidacyes

I want to thank the many business and professional men in
Minneapolis who took time to work actively in behalf of our programe
To join with the united labor movement of Minneapolis in working for 2
program of civic betterment is one of the best evidences that Minneapolis
is going to be able to deal effectively with the problems that lie ahead.
Closc & nd harmonious cooperation of business and labor is essential to
demogratic government and that we have this kind of cooperation in

Minneapolis is very heartening.
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In fact, this widespread support from business, labor,
professional, veterans and other civic-minded groups is one of the best
evidences that the people of Minneapolis have observed the non-partisan
feature of this elections They recognize, as I do, and as my supporters
do that the mayor of Minneapolis must not represent just business or just
labor or just the Republicans or just the Democrats ~- but a2ll the people
in the city who are dedicated to a sound program for building a greater
Minneapolis.,

In the remaining time that I have tonight, let me discuss the
broad context in which this campaign is set. These are not ordinary
times. These are days of great decision, Victory has been won in Europe
and our armed forces are marching on to inevitable victory in the Pacific.
The military and political unity which has made these victories possible
must be carried on after victory to ensure the building of 2 permenent
end effective international organization to keep the pence.

An election in the midst of these important and dramtic
developments imposes great responsibilities upon all of us. These events
impose upon us the responsibility of steeping ourselves in the democratic
faith, of meking democracy real at home.

It is our responsibility to give céncrete expression to the
ideal of democracy by improving our politieal, economic and soecizl
institutions., It is the responsibility of every adult citizen to
participate in our political life. Democracy can be meaningful only if
government is responsive to the needs and desires of the great mass of
peoples

A democratic government cannot afford to have gréat sections of

its population in poverty and unemployment, living in slums and insecurity.
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A demoeratic government cannot afford the exploitation of man by man.
A world constructed on demooratic principles must be & world that practicos
the brotherhood of all men on & loecal, national and international basis.

I say to you frankly 2nd in all sincority that in the remaining
weeks of this campaign I shall continue to do my utmost to meke our citizens
aware of our community needs.

One of the most challenging of these needs is the need for
positive and constructive leadership at all levels of government. e
cannot afford to drift aimlessly in this critical period of our history.
Nor do we need to do s0.

Just recently on a tour of the East, I had the opportunity of
visiting with Mayor LaGuardia of New York, Meyor Wilson Wyatt of Louis-
ville, the former Mayor Leusche of Cleveland == now governor == of Ohio,
and Moyor Bohn of Milwaukecs In my conversztions with these men 1 learned
thet these cities hod revitalized their governments and are dealing
effectively with their community problems.

The pattern which has been set in thesc other cities can be
followed in Minneapolis. Our government in Minneapolis neceds to be
revitalized. It needs the stimulation of new ideas to fight against the
corrosion of indifference that has so long characterized the mayor's
office.

It needs the type of community redevelopment that will provide
jobs for returning veterans in the post=war, a housing program that will
provide clean and wholesome living conditions and & number of other
progroms %imed at social and economic betterment. I have discussed these
progrems in my previous broadecaste and in future brosdeasts I will discuss

them in even greater detail.
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I want to present these programs to you in detail because it is
important that the people understand them fully if they are to be realized,

It is the mayor's office which must supply leadership in these
matters but leadership without popular understanding and support will not
do the job.

I know that the people of Minneapolis are interested in taking
an active part in their government and, as mayor, I intend to give them
an opportunity to do so.

Democracy is not merely an election day affeir. The people must
have an opportunity to participate in their govermnment every day in the
year. The mayor's office -~ like all public offices in a democracy --
must not be shrouded with secrecy, The mayor's office must conduct its
business in the full view of the people and it must have their cooperation,
their help and their support.

It is on the basis of such a conception of democratic government
that I am a candidate for mayor. I want, if elected, to conduct my
administration on the basis of & firm belief that leadership by the
mayo: must be closely associatei with an informed public which is given
an opportunity to participate in the formulation of public policy.

If you believe in this kind of administration, if you believe
in & positive and constructive program for our city, if you wunt good
government, and if you are willing to play an aetive psart in our city
life, the government of linneapolis can and will be restored to the

people.
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Tonight I am opening & second phase of my campaign for the
office of mayor of Minneapolis, A week ago yesterday?%ﬁe people of
Minneapoliﬁjnomlnated me for this high office after a campaign in which
responsible people in all sections of the community rallled to my
support.

The results of the primary were extremely gratifying. I
wigh at this time to extend to the people of Minneapolls my most
sincere thanks, And I wish to restate that I shall, if elected, do
everything in my power to justify the confidence that the ;jﬁ;gglhave

placed in me,

tQupeenaniadly:, I am aware that thls demonstration of support was not
for me as an individual but for the program I have set forth,

This ig as it gshould be, It is not the individual but the

program anq policies for which he stands that should command the
attention and éupport of the voter. It is well for every candidate
for public office to remember that he is but a representative of a
gset of principles or ideals, Success in an election 1s dependent
upon the willingness of people who belleve in good government to

stand with and work with a candidate who will whweEssty fight for

those ideals and principles,
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The people of Minneapolis do not wamt a campaign based upon

personalities and mud slinging, innuendoes and half-truths, They want
a campalgn that is conducted on a high lewel of sound and constructive
discussion of the broad fundamental problems confronting our community.

Duniigsbive-pwinary Inme every effort to conduct my
campaign on this high level angiﬁ;éed all of my supporters to do the
same, I pledge to you tonight that in the three weeks that remain
between now and the general election, I will continue to discuss the
important issues.

As I have stated before, I want this campaign to be informa-
tive end educational, I view this campaign as an educational forum,
directed to the objective of promoting an intelligent understanding
of the problems of our cilty government,

I propose to discuss 1ssues not personalities. I propose
to present facts, not fancies. I propose to present a program of
action looking to the future and not merely a reci£atlon of the
mistakes and sins of the past.

Therefore, in my radio talks between now and June 11 I wish
to discuse with you the problems of postwar employment, housing,
industrial expansion, labor relations, city finances, law enforcement,
and the building of our city into a greater Minneapolis.

Ludsitimmeet The people of Minneapolis are sick and tired
of an irresgponsible, hidden, and invisible power that seems to have
a strangle hold on the mayor's office. M‘Fhe people of

Minneapolis want decent law enforcement, free of politifal, special
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‘St The poople of Minneapolis wish to see this city

clean and our government efficient, Government responsible to the
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people Eili do EEE? Job but you the people must be militant in your
support of a candidate who 1s willing to fight for what he knows to
be righte
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' WE Y

Minneapolis city government is not yet won, <wa must redouble
efforts in order to insure our victory in the general eleotionavbé%dddblfo
I say our victorbeecause I, as the candidate, am important
only to the extent that I represent the kind of program that Justifies
your support.,
I am aware that the vote which was given me in the primary
wag due not to my own efforts alone, but to the efforts of the
hundrede of active supporters who gave of theilr time and energy in
behalf of our program,

Our victory was made possible because our program had the

support of persons and organizstions reﬁresenting all groups within
the cogmunity,

I am sorry that I em not able to thank indi vidually each
of the persons who took an active part in thie campaign but I do
want at this time to express my appreciation to them and to the
many organizations that worked so hard in behalf of our program,

I want to thank the more than 500 people who are members
of the Humphrey for Mayor Volunteer Committee. Members of this
committee are drawn from business, labor, the professions, the clergy,
the teachers and the Republican and Democratic-Farmer-Labor parties,

I want to thank the many veterans of World War I and II
who worked so hard 1In support of our program. Of the many endorse-

mente that have been extended none are so gratifying to me as those
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received from veterans organizations. I want, therefore, to take this

opportunity to thank especially the Minneapolils qugrans Committee on

Good government, the United Veterans of Amérlca, and the Campus

Humphrey for Mayor Veterans Committee for their endorsement and the
active work they are 2222;?1n behalf of our program,

I want to thank the members of the American Federation of
Labor, the Congress of Indﬁatrial Organizations, and the Rallroad
Brotherhoods both for their endorsement and for their united efforts
in behalf of our program., It is reassuring to all those who belleve
in democratic govvernment to see the active interest in sound and
congtructive government that 1s being taken by the working men and
women of Minneapolis, s I am proud that they along with business,
veteran and other organizations haye been so active in support of my
candidacy,

I want to thank the many business and professional men 1n
Minneapolis who took time to work actively in behalf of our program.
To join with the united labor movement of Minneapolisin working for a
program of civic betterment is one of the best evidences that
Minneapolis 1s going to be able to deal effectively with the problems
that 1lie ahead., Close gnd harmonious cooperation of business and
labor is essential to democratic government and that we have this
kind of cooperation in Minneapolls 1s very heartening.

In fact, this widespread support from business, labor,
professional, veterans and other civic-minded groups is one of the
best evidences that the people of Minneapolis have observed the

non-partisan feature of this election. They recognize, as I do,

and as my supporters do that the mayor of Minneapolls must not
represent Just businesgor just labor or just the Republicans or Jjust

the Democrats or Fearmer-Laborites -- but the mayor must represent
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all the people in the city who are dedicated to a sound program
for building a greater Minneapolis,

We must be community-minded, Minneapolis wants and
needs a mayor that will be mayor for all the people -- a mayor who
believes 1n the people -- a mayor who will gerve all the people., I
am awargof the public trust and respongibility that will be placed in
me as mayor, That is the type of mayor labor wants, That 1s the
type of mayor business wants. We have had too much of special
privileges for special interests. One 1s not worthy of the respect
and confidence of this community if he becomes a pawn of any special
interest @~ whether— r TIninessrrimsermorettermatEe Lo .

In the remaining time that I have tonight, let me discuss
the broad context in which thls campaign is set, These are not
ordinary times, These are days of great declsicn, Victory has been
won in Europe and our armed forces are marching on to inevitable
victory in the Pacific. The military and political unity which has

made these victories possiblk must be carried on after victory to

‘ensure the building of a better world,

We are going to have a part in buliding a better world and
it must be a leading part, Military victory is but the first step
in the process of attaining peade. The peace that you and I want;
the peace that every human being hungers for is a living and dynamic
thing,

Victory and peace mean more than just the end of the war,
Victory and peace mean to all of us the return of loved ones, the
end of suffering and want, or, as our late President once said,
"freedom from want, freedom from fear, freedom of gpeech and

freedom of consclence,"
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From time to time I have mentlioned the relationship of
Minneapolis to our state, to our hation and to our world, A city
of 500,000 people, in the heart of the great Northwest, 1s a great
factor in the American eeonomy. We have all begun to sense the
importance of our city as a great trangportation and industrisl
center,

Our strateglc geographic position places upon our city
leaders and public officials a great responsibility for political
and economic leadership. We must be prepared to move on to new
fields of expansion and to exploré all possibilities of growth,

It is our responsibility to give concrete expression to
the ideal of democracy by improving our political, economic and
soclal institutions. It is the respongbility of every adult citizen
to participate in our political 1ife. Democracy can be meaningful
only if government i1s responsive to the needs and desires of the
great mass of people, -

A democratic government cannot afford to have great sections
of 1ts population in poverty and unemployment, living in slums and
insecurity.

A democratic government cannot afford the exploitation of

man by man,

I say to you frankly and in all sincerity that in the

remaining weeks of this empaign I shall continue to do my utmost to
make our citizens aware of our community needs,
One of the most challenging of these needs is the need for

positive and constructive leadership at all levels of government,
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We cannot afford to drift aimlessly in this critical perilod of our
history. Nor do we need to 4o s0.

I have had the opportunity of visiting with Mayor LaGuardia
of New York, Mayor Wilson Wyatt of Loulsville, the former Mayor
Laugche of Cleveland -- now governor —- of Ohio, and Mayor Bohn of
Milwaukee, In my conversations with these men I learned that'these
cities had revitalized their governments and are dealing effectively
with their community problems,

The pattern which has been set in these other cities can
be followed in Minneapolis. Our government in Minneapolis needs to
be revitalized, It needs the stimulation of new ideas to f ight
against the coyrosion of indifference that has so long characterized
the mayor's office,

It needg the type of community redevelopment that will
provide jobs for returning veterans in the post-war, a housing
program that will provide clean and wholesome living conditions and
a number of other programs aimed at social and economic betterment,
I have discussed these programs in my previous broadcasts and in
future broadcasts I will discuss them in even greater detail,

I want to present these programs to you in detail because .
1t is important that the people understand them fully if they are to
be realized.

It is the mayor's office which must supply leadership in
these matters but leadership without popular understanding and support
will not do the job, !

I know that the people of Minneapolis are interested in
taking an active part in their government and, as mayor, I intend

to give them an opportunity to .do so.
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Democracy is not merely an election day affair, The people
must have an opportunity to participate in their government every day
in the year. The mayor's office -- like all public offices in a
democracy - must not be shrouded with secrecy. The mayor's officé
must conduct its business in the full view of the people and it must
have thelr cooperation, their help and their support.

It is on the basis of such a conception of democratic local
government that I am a candidate for mayor. I want, if elected, to
conduct my administration on the basis of a fira belief that leader-
ship by the mayor must be closely associated with an informed public
which is given an opportunity to participate in the formulation of

public poliecy.

If you believe in this kind of adminigtration, 1f you belleve

e
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in a positive and constructive program for our city, if you want gooda»/iuad

government, and i1f you are willing to play an active part in our city

life, the government of Minnegolis can and will be restored to the

people,
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