RADIO ADDRESS BY HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR OF
MINNEAPOLIS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY OVER WLOL TUESDAY, MAY 29,
1945, 8:15 P.M. :

At the outset of my broadcest tonight I wish to acknowledge the
many hundreds of letters and messages that I have been receiving from the
many voters who wish to express thair'support of the program that 1 have
been presentings.

These messages are deeply gratifying. They demonstrate a genuine
interest in the real problems that confront our community. They are convince
ing proof that the thoughtful people of Minneapolis favor & positive program
aimed at revitalizing our city government,

I cannot begin to tell you how reassuring it is to know that the
program I have been outlining has touched off so spontaneous and sincere a
response among so many citizens.

Your letters intensify my determination to do everything in my
power as mayor to make certain that our city shall begin on the long road
back to civiec progress.

I feel that your messages have caught the full spirit of a
campaign that we have attempted to keep educational end informative -- a
campaign that provides a high level of discussion of the important issues
of the day.

In the course of this campaign I have beon attempting to present
to you a program of action -- a program based upon the need of vigorous,
yet sound and constructive leadership.

I have pointed out that the mayor of this city can do much to
rostore sound government, that he ecan and should be a community leader,
not o follower. I have stressed the importance of leadership in time of war,
o time when every effort must be used for the full mobilization of our

rosources for the war efforts
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I have pointed out that Minneapolis is suffering from a do-nothing
policy in the mayor's offico. .

I have pointed out that effective leadership has been lacking in
the designing of programs that would combat juvenile delinquency, revitalize
our government, restore our city to financial solvency, plan for post-war
business expancion, ensure harmonious labor-management relations, and plan
for needed communrity redevelopment,

The sridence is overwhelming that the present mayor has failed to
use the autho:ity and influence of his office to launch the needed programs
for community redevelopment and civic betterment.

Tho trus record proves that the present mayor -- in spite of
promises and declarations, in spite of proclamations and publicity -- has
folluowed a do=-ncthing policy =- a poliey of straddling the fence and evading
responsibility,

The mayor of Minneapolis, under provisions of the present charter,
can be o leader. He can be vigorous in his exercise of the authority of his
office. He can coordinnte and integrate the machinery of government. As &
member of nearly nall the city's numerous boards and commissions he can
coordinate the many governmental activitijes and represent the interests of
the entire citye

Just as the President gives to Congress and the people a report
on the state of our nation, so our mayor should bring before the people of
Minneapolis periodic reports on the activities of our various governmental
ngonciese

In other words, it all depends on whether the moyor chooses to
oxort the influence and prestige of his office, whether he takes the course
of least reosistance and whether he is willing and able to work for, plan for,

and fight for a greater Minneapolis.
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Rocently you may have received a campaign paper which is described
as & summary of the administration of the present mayor and, may I say, in
passing. an out-and-out mud slinging atteck upon my candidacy. This paper
is known as "The HMpeord.” .

Woll «- lot’s Jook at the record -- let's look at the true record.

In tha present mayor's compaign of 1941 he stated that if he were
elected he would sty home end bs constantly on the jobs Even in his
presont comnclien he is ncw repeating that promise and claiming that he has
practiced whot he preached.

Yen, the mavor did stay home, He staysd home when he should
have »eer i Nashinghon, D. C., seeing to it that Minneapolis received its
foir snava of housings Th2 eritical housing situction that faces our
comrinity 1s cns that has been developing for the past four years and should
have been met by intelligent action long ago-

Even today, with hundreds of wives and families of service men
facing eviction from their housing quarters on July 1 and with over five
thousand requests for housing, the present mayor has neither a program,

o policy nor a plan to remedy this situation.

Yes, your mayor has stayed homes He has stayed in the mayor's
office when he should have been over at the State Capitol fighting for
important legislation affecting Minneapolis -- legislation concerning
housing, social welfare, education, taxation and the financial solvency
of our citye.

One of the best indications of how energetically the mayor has
interested himself in matters of civic interest is his attendance and

conduct as a member of the several important agencies of our city governmemt,.
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The agencies of which he is a member perform vital functions for
the community. They esteblish *ax ro*es, »rovide lilbrory services, determine

63, study and approva oity plasning and zoning, and

e

public weli~ra po
detormine over-all park ari rccrontional policing.

It would seem that leadarship with resneci to these funections
require at the miniwmm tho mayoris aitendancs, Yot an examination of the
minutes of ths meetings of the boards and ccmmissions revecls the striking
fact that the mayor has been repeatedly absent, not gust oceasionally but
constantly.

Lot us look at the true record -- the official records The Board of
Estimate and Taxation is an extremely important governmental agency, especially
in view of the diffieult financial condition of our eity. This board has held,
since the present mayor assumed office, a total of 168 sessions., The mayor
has been absent from 71 of these meetings, or almost 50 per cent.

Despite the fact that the Board of Egtimate and Taxation is
concorned with the vital problem of raising city money, reviewing the eity
budget, and determining the cities tax rate, the mayor has regarded its
funetions so lightly that he has failed to attend almost half of its sessions.

Another important agency of which the mayor is & member, is the
Park Boarde Tho Park Board has had, since the present mayor assumed office,
a total of 97 scheduled meetings, from which the mayor has been absent 55
times. This means that the mayor has failed in his duties with respect to
the park Board two-thirds of the timee.

0f even grocter importance to the future of Minneapolis is the City
Planning Commissione -This body has had a total of one hundred scheduled
meetings from July 1, 1941, to January 1, 1945. Of these 100 meetings, the
present mayor has been absent 70 times, which is almost three-fourths of the
time. Moreover, other members of the commission tell me he frequently attenda -~

only long enough to be present for roll call.
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Again the mayor regarded his work lightly despite the faoct that
the Planning Commission is concerned with our most vital problem -« the
problem of planning for the Minneaplis of tomorrow.

Informed citizens know that the Minneapolis Park Board and the
Planning Commission played an important part in establishing the very
important Metropolitan Airport Terminal. Yet the mayor of this city was
absent from the meetingﬁ of the Park Board and the Planning Commission
almost three-fourths of the time.

Let me be more spocifices On January 16, 1943, the mayor of St.
Paul called the first mocting to disouss airport legislation. The mayor of
Ste Paul had time to be present but the mayor of Minneapolis was not there.

On February 6, 1943, former Governor Harold Stassen took a hand
in the airport questions Governor Stassen held a conference in the state
Capiteol, inviting representatives of the Twin Cities to discuss with him
and the legislators numerous bills pertaining to the airport project,

The Mayor of Ste. Paul had time to be there but the mayor of Minneapolis was
absent.

On #March 26, 1943, the State Sonate Aviation Committee held hearings
on the proposed legislation to establish the Twin Cities #Airport Commission,
Agein the mayor of Minneapolis wes too busy, as he put it, to be present.

Is this what our present mayor calls leadership? Is this what is
meant when his campeaign literature states that he was instrumental in
setting up the Minneapolis-St, Poul Metropolitan Airport Commission?

Let us examino the matter of the City Planning Commission, just
a little bit more closely. Let us take a look at the true record -- the
official recorde Not only was the mayor absent from the Planning Commission
meetings almost three-fourths of the time but he failed to follow the

recommendations of that commissions
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On February 17, 1943, our City Planning Commission, of which the
present mayor is a member, proposed that an organization to be called the
Postwar Development Council be formed. It would include representatives of
civic organizations, technical experts, representatives of labor, business
and social agencies, The Planning Commission incorporated this proposal in
the commission's report.

It was a definite responsibility of the mayor to follow through
on this recommendatione. Yet to this date nothing has been done. No post-war
development couneil has been formed and all proposals to establish a Greater
Minneapolis Association or a . postwar Development Council have been ignored.

I have called upon the present mayor to establish a Greater
Minneapolis Association to represent the various interests in our city. I
have called upon the mayor to obtain from the City Council additional funds
for our Plaming Commission so that its research and its technical
facilities could be implemented. But, as with so many other things, nothing
has boen done. Excellent proposals have been filed away -- precious time has
been lost. The mayor has done nothing to set in motion a community
organization to guarantee & greater future for Minneapolis.

Under terms of our City Charter, the mayor is a member of the Library
Board . Minneepolis is facing a critical situation with respect to the
maintenance of its Library facilities. It has been necessary to curtail
services because of inadequate funds and in this election a proposal has
been placed before the people to add additional tax revenue in order to
support our libraries.

The library, like the school, is the very heart and core of the
cultured communitye. PFrom July 1, 1941, to January 1, 1945, the mayor has

been present at library meetings only 8 times out of a total of 60 sessions.
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In other words, tl;ne present mayor ha.s' shown almost no interest in your library
or in its services.

Again let us look at the true record. The present mayor claims that
ho laid plans for a realistic approach for adequate housing. If ever the
present mayor failed to provide leadership, truly it was with respect to the
matter of housing,

our city is faced with a critical housing shortage that runs into
thousands of units. The wives and families of servicemen'are living in
facilities unfit for human habitation and recent reports reveal that more than
700 servicemen will be evicted from their present homes because they are being
sold to other persons.

Months ago the present mayor should have come forth with a progrem
of action that would assist the wives and families of servicemen in finding
suitable living quarters. He should have coopoerated with the City Counecil
in their efforts to place housing legislation before the state legislature.

Instead, the mayor has drifted along. He has presented no program.
He did not appear before the recent session of the state legislature. He has
shown no active interest in either public or private housinges He has given
no leadership or program to meet our critieal situation. He is without a
programe He is without a policye He is without a plane

This, then, is the true recorde- the true record of the present mayor.
Can anyone doubt that Minneapolis city govermnment is in need of revitalization?
Can anyone doubt that there is need for new ideas and new leadership in the
mayorts of fice?

As I have said so meny times and as I wish to emphasize again, the
mayorts office is not without power. The mayor of Minneapolis can have real
influence in creating a greater Minneapolis.

We can have community redevelopmente We can have a housing program.

We can have business expansion, We can have adequate law enforcements We oan

-



have sound progrems of economie and social betterment. But we can't have these
things if the mayor of this eity is a do-nothing mayor.

We cannot have these things unless the citizens of Minneapolis are
willing to fight the corrosion of indifference that has so long characterized
the mayor's offico. |

It is time for the citizens of Minneapolis to restore the government to
the people. It is time for the citizens of Minneapolks to set their house in

order and move forward to 2 greater Minneapolis.
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At the outset of my broadeast tonight I wish to acknowledge the
many hundreds of letters and messages that I have been receiving from the
many voters who wish to express their support of the program that I have
been presentinga

These messages are deeply gratifying. They demonstrate a genuine
interest in the real problems that confront our community. They are convinc-

ing proof that the thoughtful people of Minneapolis favor & positive program

aimed at revitalizing our city government.
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Your letters 1ntensify my determination to do everything in my

power as mayor to make certein that our city shall begin on the long road

back to civic progress.

I feel that your messages have caught the full spirit of a
campaign that we have attempted to keep educatioﬁal and informative -- a
campaign that provides a high level of discussion of the important issues
of the day. -— (f%hﬁéi)

In tho course of this campaign I have been attempting to present
to you & program of action -~ a program based upon the need of vigorous,
yet sound and constructive leadership.

I have pointed out that the mayor of this eity can do much to
restore sound government; that he can and should be a commnity leader,
not a follower. I have stressed the importance of leadership in time of war,

a time when every effort must be used for the full mobilization of our

resources for the war effort.
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I have pointed out that Minneapolis is suffering from & do-nothing
policy in the mayor's offico.

I have pointed out that effective 1eader§hip has been lacking in
the designing of programs that would combat juvenile delinquency, revitalize
our government, restore our city to financial solvency, plan for post-war
business expansion, ensure harmonious labor-management relations, and plan
for needed community redevelopment.

The eridence is overwhelming that the present meyor has failed to
use the authority and influence of his office to launch the needed programs
for community redevelopment and civic betterment.

The true record';{;omhaff the present mayor -~ in spite of

promiges and doclarations, in spite of procleamations and publicity -- has

followed a do-nothing poliecy -- a poliey of straddling the fence and evading

reaponsih}%%fy,

The mayor of Minneapolis, under provisions of the present charter,
can be 2 leader. Ho can be vigorous in his exorcise of the authority of his
offices He con coordinate and integrate the machinery of government, As a
member of nearly nll the ecity's numerous boards and commissions he can
coordinate the many governmental activities and represent the interests of
the entire citye

Just as the President gives to Congress and the people a report
on the state of our nation, so our mayor should bring before the people of
Minneapolis periodic reports on the activities of our various governmental
agonciese

In other words, it nll depends on whether the mayor chooses to
oxert the influence and prestige of his office, whether he takes the course

of least resistance and whether he is willing and able to work for, plan for,

end fight for a greater Minneapoliss
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Rocently you may have received a campaign paper which is described

as a summary of the administration of the present mayor and, may I say, in

passing. an out-and-ovt mud elinging attack upon my candidacy. This paper

is known as "The Hgoeord.*®
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IaNbhe present mayor’® sy campaign of 1941 he stated that

elooted po would\ stay home end bq constantly on the jobs Even#in

#oll «~ 1ot’s look o4 the record -- let's look at the true rgeord.
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Even today, with pds of wi%gs and families of service men
facing eviction from their usig quarters an July 1 and with ovar five
thousand requests for sing, the present mayog has neither a program,
a pol#y nor o plan Lo remody t s situntion.

. Yos, yofir mayor has sthyed home. He has sdgyed in the mhyor's
offic Iwhen hé should have been pver at the State Capi%gl fight for
important/legislation affecting Minneapolis -- legislation“goncerning
housin g, socinl welfare, education, taxction and the financial, solkvency
of Sur city. ' J/

One of the best indications of how energetically the mayor has

interosted himself in matters of civiec Mhis attendance and

conduct as a member of the several important agencies of our city government,.
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The agencies of which he is a member perform vital functions for

the community. They establish %ax rates, provide library services, determine

public welfaro pOI"l(’-"i'Qs) study and approve ¢ity planning and zoring, and

determine over-all park an? rocreational WM )

It would seem that leadership with respect to these functions urﬂ-"-.'&

require at the miniump tho mayort!s atitendance, Yot an examination of the
minutes of th: meetings of the boards and ccmmissions reveals the striking
f_a_g_i_:_ that the uayor has been repeatedly absent, not gust occasionally but
constantly.

Let us look at the true record -- the official record. The Board of
Estimate and Taxation is an extremely important governmental agency, especially
in view of the difficult finoancial condition of our city., This board has held,
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has been absent from 71 of txeedSEeEsdwgs, or almost 50 per cente

m‘r}\e Board of Egtimate and Taxation is
conoorned with the vital problem of raising eity money, reviewing the city'

budget, and determining the cities tax rategghe mayor has regarded its

functions so lightly that he has failed to attend almost half of its sessions.
4
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Another important agency of which the mayor is & member, is the
Park Board. The Park Board has had, since tho present mayor assumed office,
a total of 97 scheduled meetings, from which the mayor has been absent 56
times. This means that the mayor has failed in his duties with respect to
the park Board oa of the time.

Of even grenter importance to the future of Minneapolis is the City
Planning Commissione This body has had a total of one hundred scheduled
meetings from July 1, 1941, to January 1, 1945, Of these 100 meetings, the
present mayor has been absent 70 times, which is almost three-fourths of the

time, Moreover, other members of the commission tell me he frequently attends -

only long enough to be present for roll call.
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Agnin the mayor regarded his work lightly despite the fact that
the Planning Commission is concorned with our most vital problem -- the
problem of planning for the Minneapolis of tomorrow.

Informed citizens know that the Minneapolis Park Board and the
Planning Commission played an importent part in establishing the very
important Metropolitan Airport Torminal. Yet the mayor of this city was
absent from the meetings of the Park Board and the Planning Commission

almost three-fourths of the timoe

Let me be more specifics On January 16, 1943, the mayor of St,.
Paul ealled the first meecting to discuss airport legislation. The mayor of
Ste Paul had time to be present but the mayor of Minneapolis was not there.

- On Fcbruary 6, 1943, former Governor Harold Stassen took a hand

in the airport questions. Governor Stassen held a conference in the state
Capitol, inviting representatives of the Twin Cities to discuss with him
and the legislators numerous bills pertaining to the airport project,
The Mayor of Ste. Paul had time to be there but the mayor of Minneapolis was
absent.

On March 26, 1943, the St;te Senate Aviation Committee held hearings
on the proposed legislation to establish the Twin Cities Airport Commission.
Agein the mayor of Minneapolis wus”too busy: as he put it, to be present.

Is this what our present mayor calls leadership? Is this what is

meant when his campaign literature states that he was instrumental in

setting up the Minneapolis-Ste Paul Metropolitan Airport Commission?

Let us examine the matter of the City Planning Commission, just
a little bit more closely. Let us take a look at the true record -- the

official records Not only wns the mayor absent from the Planning Commission

meetings almost three-fourths of the time but he failed to follow the

recommendations of that commissions
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On February 17, 1943, our City Planning Commission, of which the

present mayor is a member, proposed that an organization to be ecalled the
s:»ek.a.0b4-vtkt
Postwar Development Council be fbrmad.,vit“would include representatives of

civic organizations, technical experts, representatives of labor, business
and social agencies. The Planning Commission incorporated this proposal in
the commission's report.

It was a definite responsibility of the mayor to follow through

on this recommendations Yet to this date nothing has been donee« No post-war

development council has been formed and all proposals to establish a Greater
Minneapolis Association or a . postwar Development Council have been ignored.

I have called upon the present mayor to establish a Grenter
Minneapolis Association to represent the various interests in our city. I
have called upon the mayor to obtain from the City Council additional funds
for our Plaming Commission so that its research and its technical

facilitios could be implemented. But, as with so many other things, nothing

has boon done. Excellent proposals have been filed away -~ precious time has

been lost. The mayor has done nothing to set in motion a community
organization to guarantee a greater future for Minneapolis. ((’uuq )

Under terms of our City Charter, the mayor is a member of the Library
.EEEEQ o« Minneapolis is facing & critical situation with respect to the
meintenance of its Library facilities. It has been necessary to curtail
services because of inadequate funds and in this election a proposal has
been placed before the people tofﬁggrg;;itional tax rovenue in order to
support our libraries.

The library, like the school, is the very heart and core of the

cultured communitye. From July 1, 1941, to January 1, 1945, the mayor has

boen present at library meetings only 8 times out of a total of 60 sessions.
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In other words, the present mayor has shown almost no interest in your library
or in its services.

Again let us look at the true record. The present mayor claims that
ho leid plans for a realistic approach for adequate housing. If ever the
present mayor failed to providé léadership, truly it was with respect to the
matter of housing,

our city is faced with a critical housing shortage that runs into
thousaﬁds of units. The wives and families of servicemen-are living in
facilities unfit for human habitation and recent reports reveal that more than
700 servicemen will be evicted from their present homes because they are being
sold to other personse.

Months ago the present mayor should have come forth with a progrem
of action that would assist the wives and families of servicemen in finding
suitable living quarters. He should heve cooperated with the City Council
in their efforts to place housing 1égislati.on before the state legislature.

Instead, t he mayor has drifted along. He has presented no program.

—

He did not appear before the recent session of the state legislature. He has

shown no active interest in either public or private housinge He has given
S ——— T ——

no leadership or program to meet our critical situation. He is without a

programs He is without a policye He is without a plane

This, then, is the true recorde- the true record of the present mayor.
—— —

Can anyone doubt that Minneapolis city government is in need of revitalization?
Can anyone doubt that there is need for new idecs and new leadership in the
mayor's of fice?

As I have said so meny times and as I wish to emphasize again, the
mayorts office is notlwithout poveres The mayor of Minneapolis can have real
influence in creating a greater Minneapolis.

We can have community redevelopments We can have a housing program.

We can have business expansion, We can have adequate law enforoement, We oan
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have sound programs of economic and social betterment. But we can't have these
things if the mayor of this city is a do-nothing mayor.
We cannot have these things unless the citizens of Minneapolis are

willing to fight the corrosion of indifference that has so long characterized

the mayor's offica.
It is time for the citizens of Minneapolis to restore the government to
the people. It is time for the citizens of Minneapolks to set their house in

order and move forward to & greater Minneepolis.
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