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MINm:APOLIS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY OVER '1fLOL TUESDAY, MAY 29, 

1945, 8:15 P.M. 

At the outset of my broadcast tonight I wish to acknowledge the 

many hundreds of letters and messages that I have been receiving from th& 

many voters who wish to express their · support o·f the program that I have 

been presenting. 

These ' messages are deeply gratifying. They demonstrate a genuine 

interest in the real problems ·that confront our community~ They are co~vinc-

ing proof that the thoughtfUl people of Minneapolis favor a positiv~ program 

aimed at revitalizing our city government • . 

I cannot begin to tell you how reassuring it is to know that the 

program I have been outlining has touched off so spontaneous and sincere a 

response among so many citizens. 

Your letters intensify my determination to do everything in my 

power as mayor to make certain that our city shall begin on the long road 

back to civic progress. 

I feel that your messages have caught the fUll spirit of a 

eampai gn that we have attempted to keep educational and info:rma ti ve -· a 

campaign that provides a high level of discussion of the important issues 

of the day. 

In the course of this campaign I have ~een attempting to present 

to you a program of notion •• a program based upon the need of vigorous, 

yet sound and constructive leadership., 

I have pointed out that the mayor of this city can do much to 

restore soUnd government, . that ha can and should be a community leader, 

not a follower. I have &tressed the importance of leadership in time of war, 

a time when every effort must be used for the fUll mobilization of our 

r.esources for the wo.r effort. 
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I h~vo pointed out that Minneapolis is suffering from a do-nothing 

policy in the mayor's office. 

I have pointed out that effective le~dership has been lacking in 

the designing of programs that would combat juvenile delinquency, revitalize 

our government, restore our city to financial solvency, pl~n fmr post-war 

busines s expansion, ensure harmonious labor-rJUn~gement rel~tions, and plan 

for n0oded corn:n'..'!.l".i ty redevelopment., 

The EV"ide:nce is overwhelming that the present mayor has failed to 

use tho au~,ho.;: :;-:~;r ~nd influence of his office to launch the needed programs 

for comr.,uni.ty ._,.,Y3evelopment and civic bettermento 

The !"2:'.:;~~ record proves that the present ~yor -- in spite of 

pro:nbes D..7.1d cloc J.ar ations ~ in spite of procl~mations and publicity -- has 

foll owed a Clc., -ncthing policy -- a. policy of strn.ddling the fence and evading 

responsibili.ty 9 

The mayor of Minneapolis, under provisions of the present cha~ter, 

can be a leader& Ho can be vigorous in his exercise of the authority of his 

office8 He cn.n coordinate ~nd integrate the rrnchinery of government. As a 

member of nea rly n. ll the city's numerous boards and commissions he ca~ 

coordin~te the many governmental ~ctivities and represent the interests ot 

the entire city. 

Just ~s the President gives to Congress and the people a repott 

on the state of our nation, so our mayor should bring before the people of 

Minneapolis periodic reports on the ~ctivities of our various governmental 

a gencies. 

In other words, it ~11 depends on whether the mn.yor chooses to 

exert the influence and prestige of his office, whether he takes the course 

of least resist~nee and whether he is willing and able to work fot, plan for, 

and fight for a greater Minne~polis • 
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Recently you rray have received a campaign pa.per which is described 

as a summary of the adm1rd.stra t:i.on of the present mayor and, may I say, in 

passing,, an out.-and-r.nt lTD.l.d slinging attack upon my candidacy, This paper 

is known as 11 The I<e ('.o rd ~ t: 

Well··- lot 2 s look a+. the record-- letes look o.t the true record. 

I~ t.~A pre~ent rnayor.:s campaign of 1941 he stated that if he were 

elected ho vrot!~d. 3tl.y horne r-nn bo consto.ntly on the job,. Even in his 

presont. c.!\•:n:::<: :i.E7' he i s !'leW repeating that prorrise and cla iming that he has 

·:o ~J -t~e ma~~or did stay horne-. He stayed home when he should 

have ":lee z~ i ·• ·.vruh5.ngton~ Do C, , seeing to it that Minneapolis recai ved its 

fo. -! -r sha•: -::~ v.f ~ot: s ing. Th3 critical hou.sing situ.ction that faces our 

coUUJ:"..;.'!'l ~;.. -r;y :. -:. o::1 e that ha s been developing for t he past four years and should 

have been mot by intelligent action. long ago~ 

Even today, with hundreds of wives o.nd .fb.milies of service men 

facing eviction from their housing quarters on July 1 and with over five 

thousand requests for housing, the present mayor has neither a program, 

a policy nor a plan to remedy this situation. 

Yes, your mayor has stayed home. He has stayed in the mayor's 

office when he should have been over at the State Capitol fighting for 

important legislation affecting Minneapolis -- legislation concerning 

housing., social welfo.reJ education, taxation and the financial solvency 

of our city. 

One of the best indications of how energetically the mayor has 

interested himself in matters of civic interest is his attendance and 

conduct as a member of the several important agencies of our city governmerrt;.,. . 
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The a gencies of which he i s a m~mber perform vital functions for 

the community., '!.'hey e •:.rt~>.bli3J:-, ~~:lx ro~o l'l, pro~ride !~brcry s er vir. es ,, determine 

publ:lc weJ.ff'.r::J 

detor mi::1e ove!'-·D.ll po.rk an•: l:" <::: cr0':1.tiono. l pol ici')So 

It would r.eem that l euo'9~ship with ros~ect; t o these i"mction.s 

-requ:t...-a at t he m:Ln :':..Jf•'~::t tho mo.yor 1 s attAn.dn.nce" ~~ot t:1.:1 ox.:-.:ni~l:ltion of the 

minutes of th8 meetings of tho boards and cc~i s sions revea ls the striking 

fact t~~t t he mayor has been repeatedly absent, not ~ust occasionally but 

constantly. 

Let us look at the true record -- the official record. The Board of 

Estimnte and Taxation is an extremely important governmental agency, especially 

in view of the difficult financial condition of our city. This board has held, 

since the present mayor assumed office, a total of 168 sessions. The mayor 

has been absent from 71 of these meetings, or almost 50 per cent. 

Despite the !net that the Board of ~stimate and Taxation is 

conoornedwith tho vital problem of raising city money, reviewing the city . 
budget, nnd determining the cities tax rate, the mayor has regarded its 

functions so lightly that he ha s f ailed to attend a lmost half of its sessions. 

Another important agency of which the mayor is a member, is the 

Park Board. The Park Board ha s had, since the present mayor assumed office, 

a total of 97 scheduled meetings, from which the mayor has been absent 55 

times. This means that the mayor has failed in his duties with respoct to 

the park Board two-thirds of the time. 

Of even greater importance to the future of Minneapolis is the City 

Planning Commission. This body has had a total of one hundred scheduled 

meetings from July 1, 1941, to January 1, 1945. Of these 100 meetings, the 

present mayor has been absent 70 times, which is almost three-fourths of the 

time. Moreover, other members of the commission tell me he frequently attenda..---' 

only long enough to be present for roll call. 
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A~in the mayor regarded his work lightly despite the fnct that 

the Planning Commission is concerned with our most vital problem -· the 

problem of planning for the Minnea JDliS of' tomorrow. 

Informed citizens know that the Minneapolis Park Board and the 

Planning Commission played an important part in establishing the very 

important Matropoli tan Airport Terminal. Yet the m(o/or of' this city was 

absent from the meetings of' the Park Board and the Planning Comndssion 

almost three-fourths of' the ttme. 

Let me be more specific. On January 16, 1943, the mayor of' st. 

Paul called the first meeting to disouss airport legislation. The mayor of' 
I 

st. Fa.ul hnd time to be present but tho mayor of' Minneapolis was not there. 

On February 6, 1943, former Governor Harold Stassen took a hand 

in the airport question. Governor Stassen held a conference in the state 

Capitol, inviting representatives of' the TWin Cities to disouss with him 

and the legislators numerous bills pertaining to the airport project. 

The MO:yor of' St. Paul had time to be there but the mayor of' Minneapolis was 

absent. 

On March 26, 1943, the State Senate Aviation Committee held hearings 

on the proposed legislation to establish the Twin Cities Airport Commission. 

Again the mayor of' Minneapolis was too busy, as he put it, to be present. 

Is this what our present rrayor calls leadership? Is this what is 

meant when his campaign literatur• states that he was instrumental in 

setting up the Minneapolis-St. Fhul Metropolitan Airport Commission? 

Let us examine the matter of' the City Planning Commission, just 

a little bit more closely. Let us take a look at the true reoord -- the 

official record. Not only was the mayor absent from the Planning Commission 

meetings almost three-fourths of' the time but he failed to follow ~he 

recommendations of' that commission. 
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0n February 17, 1943 1 our City Planning Commission, ofwhich the 

present mayor is a member~ proposed that an organization to be called the 

Postwar Development Council be formed. It would include representatives of 

civic organizations, technical experts, representatives of labor, business 

and social agencies. The Planning Commission incorporated this proposal in 

the commission r s report. 

It was a definite responsibility of the mayor to follow through 

on this recommendation. Yet to this date nothing has been done. No post-war 

developmen~ council has been formed and all proposals to establish a Greater 

Minneapolis Association or a . ·postwar Development Council have been ignored. 

I h~ve called upon the present mayor to establish a Greater 

Minneapolis Association to represent the various interests in our city. I 

have called upon the mayor to obtain from the City Council additional funds 

for our Planning Commis~ion so that its research and its technical 

facilities could be implemented. But, as with so many other things, nothing 

has been done. Excellent proposals have been filed away-- precious time has 

been lost. The mayor has done nothing to set in motion a community 

organization to guarantee a greater fUture for Minneapolis . 

Under terms of our City Charter, the mayor is a member of the Library 

Board • Minneapolis is facing a critical situation with respect to the 

maintenance of its Library facilities. It has been necessary to curtail 

services because of inadequate funds and in this election a proposal has 

been placed before the people to add additional tax revenue in order to 

support our libraries. 

The library, like the school, is the very heart and core of the 

cultured community. Fro'1!1 July 1, 1941, to Janua ry 1, 19451 the mayor has 

been present at library meetings only 8 times out of a total of 60 sessions. 
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In other words, the present ~yor has shown almost no interest in your libr&ry 

or in its ser~ices. 

Again let us look at the true record. The present mayor claims that 

ho laid plans for a realistic approach for adequate housing. If ever the 

present mayor failed to provide leadership, truly it was with respect to the 

matter of housing. 

eur city is fnced with a critical housing shortage that runs into 

thousands of units. The wives and families of servioemen··are living in 

facilities unfit for human habitation and recent reports reveal that more than 

700 servicemen Will bo evicted from their present homes because they are being 

sold to other persons. 

Months ago the present mayor should have come forth with a program 

of action that would assist the wives and families of servicemen· in finding 

suitable living quarters. He should have cooperated with the City Council 

in their efforts to place housing legislation before the state legislature. 

Instead, the mayor has drifted along. He has presented no pro gram. 

He did not appear before the recent session of the state legislature. He has 

shown no active interest in either public or private housing. He has given 

no leadership or program to meet our critical situation. He is without a 

program. He is without a policy. He is without a plan. 

This, then, is the true record•- the true record of the present mayor. 

Can anyone doUbt that Minneapolis city government is in need of revitalization? 

Can anyone doubt that there is need for new ideas and new leadership in the 

mayor's office? 

As I have said so many times and a.s I wish to emphasize again, the 

mayor's office is not without pOHer. The mayor of Minneapolis oan have real 

influence in creating a greater Minneapolis. 

We can have community redevelopment. We can have a. housing program. 

We can have business expansion. We can have adequate law enforcement. We oan 
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have sound prog~s of economic and social betterment. Butwe can't have these 

things if the mayor of this city is a do-nothing mayor. 

We cannot have these things unless the citizens ,of llinne&.JX>lis are 

willing to fi. ght the corrosion of indifference that MS so long oharneteri zed 

the mayor's office. 

It is time for the oi tizens of Minneapolis to restore the government to 

the people. It is time for the citizens of Minneapolis to set their muse in 

order and move forwa rd to a greater Minneapolis. 
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· At the outset ot ~~ · broadcast wnight I whh to flc~owled.ge the 

many hundreds of letter~t and messages that l have been receiving from the 

!llany 'VOte-rs who Wish to express their support of the program that I have 

been presenting .. 

These messages are deeply gratifying. They demonstrate a genuine 

interest in the real problems that confront our community. They are eonvinc-

ing proof that the thoughtful people of Minneapolis favor a ~sitive program 

aimed at revitalizing our city government. 

citit"ens. 

Your letters intensify my determination to do everything in my 

power as mayor to make certain that our city shall begin on the long road 

back to civic progress. 

I feel that your messages have caught the full spirit of a 

campaign that we have attempted to keep educational and informative -- a 

campaign that provides a high level of discussion of the important issues 

of the day. - (f~} 
In tho course of this campaign I have been attempting to preserit 

to you a program of action -- a program based upon the need of vigorous, 

yet sound and constructive leadership. 

I have pointed out that the mayor of this city oan do much to 

restore sound government; that he can and should be a community leader, 

not a follower. I have stressed the importance of leadership in time of war, 

a time when every effort must be used for the full mobilization of our 

resources for the war· effort. 
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I have pointed out that Minne~polis is suffering from a do-nothing 

policy in the mayor's office. 

I have pointed out that effective leadership has been lacking in 

the designing of programs that would combat juvenile delinquency, revitalize 

our government, restore our city to financial solvency, plan fmr post-war 

business expansion, ensure harmonious labor-~nagement relations, and plan 

for needed comm~nity redevelopment. 

The E3lidence is overwhelming that the present mayor has failed to 

use the autho r ity and influence of his offico to launch the needed programs 

for comnun~ty rodevelopment and civic be termento 
-ilt ~/\t .,. 

The true record proves that the present mayor -- in spite of 

promiGes and doclarations, in spite of proclamations and publicity-- has 

followed a do-nothing policy -- a. policy of straddling the fence and evading 

responsibility9 

The mayor of Minneapolis, under provisions of the present charter, 

can be a leader. He can be vigorous in his exercise of the authority of his 

office. Ho can coordinate and integrate the :rrnchinery of gbvernment. As a 

member of nearly nll the city's numerous boards and commisAions he can 

coordinate the many governmental activit~es and represent the interests ot 

the ant ire city. 

Just as the President gives to Congress and the people a report 

on tho state of our nation, so our mayor should bring before the people of 

Minneapolis periodic reports on the activities of our various governmental 

agencies. 

In other words, it all depends on whether the mn.yor chooses to 

exert the influence and prestige of his office, whether he takes the course 

of least resistance and whether he is willing and able to work for, plan for, 

and fight for a greater Minneapolis. 
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Recently you may have received n campaign paper which is described 

as a sutnma.ry of the adm1nist~o.tion of the present mayor and 1 may I say, in 

passing., an 2 ut-and.-ont mu.d s~.ing;ing attack upon my candidacyf This paper 

is known as "The l<e('.ord,:: 

l Gt ~ s J.ook a.+. the :r.eco rd -- let! s look a. t ord. 

p~e~en~ m~yor 7 co.mpaign of 1941 he stated 

elected end b consto.ntly on the job. 

ropN:t has 

stn home .. uld 

at Minneapolis rec its 

fa.~ -r s:O- '.'·3 v f ~ot;:..; i ng . T h'3 s~tuction that faces ur 

com..·nT~1~- .y i s on a that ha s boen the past four years and shoul 

Evon today, with ihmilies of serv 

July 1 and with ov 

thousand reque.sts for 

a polXcy nor a s si tuo.tion. 

home. He 

offic ho.ve beon at the State for 

, social venoy 

city. 

One of the best indications of haw energetically the mayor has 

interested himself in matters of civic ~his attendance and 

conduct as a member of the several important agencies of our city goverl'lJlletl't.--
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The agencies of which he is a member perform vital functions for 

the communi ty ., They est~.bli sr. t ax rat es , provide H brary services, detennine 

public welf nr o polic::l~s) studj' nnd a pprove c :i.ty plannin g rt!ld zoning, and 

determine 'JVer- al l pnrk anr2 r 0croa. tiono.l • 
It wou ld se8m that l eadership with respect to these :f'tmctions 

require at the min:t!D1Jw th o m yor' s a t t endnnce ~ ~rot an ox..'\mination of the 
4 

minute s of +; h~ :TJ.eetin gs o .t' the boards and cc:mnissions revea ls the striking 

~ thn.-;;; the :.i£..yor has been repeatedb' nbsent, not 0ust occasionally but 

constantly .. 

Let us look at the true record -- the official record~ The Board of 

Estimate and Taxa tion is an extremely important governmental a gency, especially 

in view of the difficult financial condition of our city. This board has held, 
.i..--.~ lllt'41 -k ~1,14&/S"' 
U &lP..o tJa• 'Pl'.eoloo t tre ¥Qr USJmd e lfiCl'e, a total of 168 sessions.. The mayor 

~~ 
has been absent from 71 of tl E tugs, or almost 50 por oent e 

................... 1he Board o£ l!i8 tima.te and Taxation is 

oonoorned with the vi tal pro blern of raising city money, reviewing the cl ty 

budget, and determining the cities tax rnte~e mayor has regarded its 

functions so lightly that he ha s f ailed to attend almost half of its sessions. 

So7o 
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Another important agency ofwhich the mayor is a member, is the 

Park Ebard. The Park Board has had, since the present mayor assumed office, 

a total of 97 scheduled meetings, from which the mayor has been absent 55 

times. This means that the mayor has failed in his duties with respect to 

the park Board , l!kp, ~s of the time • 

Of even greater importance to the future of Minneapolis is the City 

Planning Commission. This body has had a total of one hundred scheduled 

meetings trom July 1, 1941 1 to January 11 1945. Or thes~ 100 meetings, the 

present mayor has been absent 70 times, which is almost three-fourths of the 

. ' . 

time. Moreover, other members of the commission tell me he. frequently attend•- -- · 

only long enough to be present for roll oa.ll. 



• 

A~in the mayor regnrded his work lightly despite the fnct that 

the Planning Commission is concerned with our most vital probl~ -- the 

problem of planning for the Minneapolis of tomorrow. 

Infonmod citizens know that the Minneapolis Park Board and the 

Planning Commission played an important part in esta~lishing the very 

important Metropolitan Airport Terminal. Yet the mayor of this city was 

absent from tho meetings of the Park Board and the Planning Commission 

almost three-fourths of the time. 

Let me bo mo~e specific. On January 16, 1943, the mayor of St. 

Paul called the first meeting to discuss airport legislation. The mayor of 

st. Paul had time to be present but tho mayor of Minneapolis was not there. 

On February 6, 1943, former Governor Harold Stassen took a hand 

in the airport question• Governor Stassen held a conference in the state 

Capitol, inviting representatives of the Twin Cities to discuss with him 

and the legislators numerous bills pertaining to the airport project. 

The Mayor of st. Paul had time to be there but the mayor of Minneapolis was 

absent. 

On March 26, 1943, the State Senate Aviation Committee held hearings 

on tho proposed legislation to establish the Twin Cities Airport Commission. 
p p 

Again the mayor of Minneapolis was too busy, as he put it, to be present. 

Is this what our present mayor calls leadership? Is this what is 

meant when his campaign literaturt states that he was instrumental in 

setting up the Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Airport Commission? 

Let us examine the matter of the City Planning Commission, just 

a little bit more closely. Lot us take a look at the true record -- the 

official record. Not onlyw~ s the mayor absent from the Planning Commission 

meetings almost throe-fourths of the time but he failed to follow the 

recommendations of that commission. 



On Fobruary 17, 1943, our City Planning Commission, of which the 

present mayor is a member, proposed that an or~ to be called the 
~~.,. 

Postwar Developnent Council be formed.~ would include representatives of 

civic organizations, technical experts, representatives .of labor, business 

and social agencies. The Planning Commission incorporated this proposal in 

the commission's repo-rt. 

It was a definite responsibility of the mayor to follow through 

on this recommendation. Yet to this date nothing has been done. No post-wnr 

development council has been formed and all proposala to establish a Greater 

Minneapolis Association or a . postwar Development Council have been ignored. 

I h~ve called upon the present mayor to establish a Greater 

Minneapolis Association to represent the various interests in our city. I 

have called upon the mayor to obtain from the City Council additional funds 

for our Planning Commission so that its research and its technical 

facilities could be implemented. But, as with so :nany other things, nothing 

has boen done. Excellent proposals have . been filed away -- precious time has 

been lost. The mayor has done nothing to set in motion a community 

organization to guarantee a greater :future for Minneapolis . (f'~) 
Under terms of our City Charter, the mayor is a member of the Library 

Board • Minneapolis is facing a critical situation with respect to the -
maintenan?e of its Library facilities. It has been necessary to curtail 

services because of inadequate :funds and in this election a 

been placed before the people to~ditional tax revenue 

support our libraries. 

proposal has 

in order to 

The library, like the school, is the very heart and core of the 

cultured community. :rrol!l July 1, 1941, to Janua ry 1, 1945, the mayor has 

been present at library meetings only 8 times out of a total of 60 sessions. -- --
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In other words, the present mayor has shown almost no interest in your library 

or in its services. 

A~in let us look at the true record. The present ntlyor claims that 

ho laid plans for a realistic approach for adequate housing. If ever the 

present mayor failed to provide leadership, truly it was with respect to the 

matter of housing. 

eur city is fnced with a critical housing shortage that runs into 

thousands of units. The wives and families or servicemen··a.re living in 

facilities unfit for human habitation and recent reports reveal that more than 

100 servicemen will be evicted from their present homes because they are being 

sold to other persons. 

Months ago the present ~yor should have come forth with a program 

of action that would assist the wives and families of servicemen in finding 

suitable living quarters. He should have cooperated with tho City Council 

in their efforts to place housing .legislation before the state legislature. 

Inste~d, the mayor has drifted along . He has presented no program. 

He did not appear before the recent session of the state legislature. He has 

shown no active interest in either public or .private housing. He has given 

no leadership or pro gram to meet our critical situation. He is without a 

program. He iswithout a polioy. He iswithout a plan. 

This, then. is the true r ecordw- the true record of the present mayor. 
--= -

Can anyone doUbt that Minneapolis city government i~ in need of revitalization? 

Can a~yone doubt that there is need for new ideas and new leadership in the 

mayor's office? 

As I have said so tnany times and a.s I wish to emphasize a gain, the 

mayor's office is not without po.ver. The mayor of Minneapolis can have real 

influence in creating a greater Minneapolis. 

We can have conmunity redevelopment. We can have a. housing program. 

We can have business expansion! We can have adequate law enforcement. We oan 



have sound programs of economic and social betterment. But we can't have these 

things if the mayor of this city is a do·nothing mayor. 

We cannot have these things unless the citizens of llinnea. }Xllis are 

willing to f'1. ght the corrosion of indifference that has so long oharacteri zed 

the mayor's office. 

It is time for the ei tizens of Minneapolis to restore the government to 

the people. It is time for the ei tizens of Minneapolis to set their muse in 

order and move forwnrd to a greater Minneapolis. 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


