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' 1n 
It h s been tat d ag in ld ag 1njth newep ~ra ot our o.1t7 

th t th pr eent yoraltr o mpa n uld be w ged 1th tull~gor an , 

a the~ put 1t 1 o1ld be a ~hot ne" . 

On of the thrill anr joy of ol1t1o 1 life !a 1t 

oo p t1t1ve nature nd the o portunity of ro and eon. 

r1oan l1t1o ha been known for its fre 41eou s1on nd it open 

forum m thod • e believe 1n the r1ght of tre sp oh. e b~liev in 

the r1,ht or treedo or a embl g, . 1thout th e tund ental b 11eta 

ol1t1 1 life in d moor t1o a nse would not b poe ibl • 

I h, v 

camp ign. I have 

nt1oned numh r of tim e out the a tur of th1 

1 that 1fh1 per , land~ and r onal in ult too 

oft n h ve ov r h dow d the real 1B ues in our un1o1pal eleot1on • I 

tol you that I not 11 ing to b rty to s oh a c 

h v a ked 1 up rt .. r to oonc'J ct the s lve on h1 h le ~1 ot 

int llectual honesty d eoenoy. 

It 1 b oomi1g increa 1ngly pp r nt, how ver, that th r 

r tho e 1n th1 oomm n1ty who re unw1111ng to dhere to such a 

set of rul a. 

Alre dy thP. ayor ot th1 cit ha. n r t to enter u on 

a e p d r, halt-truth nd deliberat d1 tortion ot f ct. 

Alr ady - soar f pa1gn 1 unrt r y -- c p 1gn to frighten the 

people ot Kinn polis into a b l1et t t 1n1 ter t rot .are t work 

in 7 beh lr. 

I ve h d the opportunity or read1n opposition • 

lit r ture n I oan hon tly aY that it pproaoh th 

low t 1 ., ot ol1t1c 1 taot1oa I h ve ver w1tne ed. Ot oour 
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I not an ola. hand t pol1t1o • I 4o not hav the oo nael and adv1o 

of tho e who re p st st rs political tr1ok ry and th rt of mud 

sl1 1ng. Th Humnhret for M yor Volu teer Oo itt e 1 oom osed ot 

p ople from all w ka ot life 1n our oo unity -- y opl who 

n .., r fore part1olpate4 in a po11t1oal o pa1 n. they re 1n this 

c p 1gn not to malign the character of other p ople, not to · pre d 

rwnor d t ~l eb.ood but to sup ort a progr which tll y bel1 ve will 

r v1tal1z th go rnm nt or th1 city. 

I have d1 QU ed with you o e ot th powers · ~ r apon 1b111t1es 

of thtt m8)ror' ott1oe, I h ve oall d your att nt1on to the t ot that 

th otf1ce ot ayor of th1 o1ty la not without authority. The mayor 

ha co plet up rv1s1on ov r th police d partment . He ha appoint-

m nt pow r to th Civil Service Co 1. 1o , th Oity Planni Oo 1 1Cil 

d th Bo rd ot lubllo elf r • 

He 1 a em r of nearly 1 th boards and co 1ss1on ot 

th1 city. He 1 1n pos1t1on to br1ng to th attention of thes 

o rds n ~eno1 his ~ro d h1 ol1c1e pertaining to our 

un1o1pal go rnat nt . H can d hould b,. in con tant touch w1th 

our City Ct'>uno1l. IIi oftio oan and · hould erv a a ol aring house 

tor oo unity plann1n and oommun1ty redevel()p nt. 

Howevert 1t the ayor 1P- to x rt lead r hlp, 1t he is to 

pr nt pro ram to th r eotlv boarda and c o m1 ion ot wh1oh 

he 1 b· r, h1a tt nd noe t the ting ot these ov rnmental 

geno1 s 1 1 eratlve . Yet an ex in t1on or the 1nute or th 

me tins of th board . and oomm1s 1one reve lathe t:r1k1ng tact that 

the yor b be n rep atedly bsent - not Ju t oco s1on lly but 

con t ~ly. 
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0t to r v rY 1 port nt o rd and oo 1 ion • n ly th 

o rei of E t1 t and Taxation, th L1br ry Bo r • , tb ark Boar. and 

the 01ty Planning Co 1ss1on, th r sent mayor ot this oity has b n 

b ent • on th whole 1 over 65~ of the t 1m e . 'l'o be sent from th 

del1b ratione of the City lann1ng Oo m1ss1on 7~ of the t1m , from 

tb Par Bo rd. q ot th t 1 e, the Board or t1 te and T x t1on 

al o t ~ of th t1 a.nd tro the L1br y Bo 9~ ot the tim , 

1 not g1v1 le d.er 1p to the ov rnment of th 01ty of 141nne pol1 • 

Th maYOl' . oUld b ve us b litrv-e that he c nnot set 1n mot1~n 

pro r ot action b o u e ot hi po 1t1on in our form of oit;y 

government , H co pl in bout th Charte"P. Y t fof! 1 lons years 

h be n me ber ot our city go rn ent nd to th1 date h a not 

g1v n leader h1 to y cono rted or planned progr of chart r 

r form or r organization, 

His only sugge tion ae to Chart r :reform h b en to re11 v 

h1 e lf ot th re pon 1b111ty of 1 w entoro nt by pl o1n the Chief 

ot Polio und r Civil erY1ce. th r th n tor or r pon ibil1t;r, 

rath r than a t coord1n e an integrate the m ohinery ot gov rnment . 

th · pre ent ayor of this o1 ty has s ge ted t t he b rel1 ved ot 

11 reqpona1b111ty of 1 w ntoro en~ without any porJ1 ive progr 1n 

r t r no to the re•t of the Charter. 

I 1 1w ya e y to m e r t1ona11 t1on tor inaction nd 

1 ok ot co r ge·. hi is no tl tor we · apologi s. This 1s no 1me 

tor wishful thinking. The mayor of th1 city. by the very· 1 tter ot 

the la haa a leg 1 ohlignt1on tor 1 er hip, B the ap1r1t or the 

law h h s mor 1 r soon 1b111ty for th oo on lt r • 

An po 1t1on or Jo o n b ull or un1 pot-tant on if th 

1nd1v1 ual 1 h to e 1t so. Any offloe or po 1t1on can bA de 

to one ot 1mportanoe or etreng'h 1t the oooup~t h 11 the 1n1t1at1ve. 

the 1 1nat1on and the e p olty to ake it o. 



• 
-'-

I peat-- h• yor or·, 11 cit b n ott1o1 1 1th 

1ntluen d r t • I e ther fort o t untor n th t t e 

re nt ayor ha b n un 1111 OJ' n b1 to urt 'h ow rs pl oe 

by 0 r and law 1 1s o s ion. The ;ror of th c1ty ao ld 

an hoW.d t e le 1ng po 1 tion in t prom t1on of 1il<lu n l peace 

an un rstan 1n n he t ro of c pltel and l abor. 

• 11 o nn t att rd 1h o wa of lock- · 

t nd trl e • e v 1 t ry of p o 1 1 r •.t1r ev n o 

c op :r t1on b t• n 1 ho~ 0. n nt t n th lit y vl toey . 

Our rod ot1on ohedul o tan , 1J"t)lan gun d ring w r t 1 

at b oonv rte into peace time ·ot ho • u o ob1l e, 

r fr1 r to n oth r g ods. 

Th r w1ll b n th r rre 1 b r n r riv te nt rt 1t 

t • 1 as of tnr ion nd un" loyment tall upon u 1n t he post;. 

w r world. Never befor have bu 1nee nd 1 bor .h ao aoh 1n c m on. 

y 1 t at a p chin wh n !nne poll 1 bor d an o 1 

1ndu d 111 unlt in · t t o t-w r :r oon t uot1on. 

J't1 a he r n 1 n or bu 1n and 

1 b b ou lln rter ot 1n u t 1al p• e n nation 1 1e•el• 

o th or ot this o1ty houl r vide lea ersn1 ln obta1n1ng 

1 ar pledg • goo t t1on rro 1 c 1 u 1 e 

man&q?;eu•ent n 1 bor rg at1 n • 

I art1cul r y 1nt r d 1n tl1 er c • I 

the o ( 1« 

in tb.i 1ty. 

p 1o1 a ed 1n 

Thre re 

1 1 

ect1ona ot o 

etr1 r1nfl 

r t1on of Labor, th 

B her ood • Th 

in 1nn ol • Th 1 not only w1 0 

t1one ot 

n1z l a r 

:r t1 • 1 

4 1 hor 

n t 

Or. 1zat on n the 

~ pre nt 70,000 wor •r 

city th t cl 
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and ett1c1ent adm1n1 tr t1on but they tully ppr o1at th imp&rt no 
~ . 

of Job tor the s 1 as and profit tor bus1nea • 

I part1oul~~ly inter at d 1n labor-m n ~ement cooper tion. 

I oo e from business tasn11y -- my father having been 1n bae1n• top 

the past forty y r • I have a ho t ot friend 1n U1nne pol! bue1ne • 

1 ot the e en :r · memb r of y Volunt er Oo 1 tt e &nd are ot1vely 

upport1ng ·· y c didaay an progr • '1'b y do not nt to go bao to a 

p rlod t t produced tr1f and tx" uble. 1'h 7 w1 to ee a ayor 

el oted who h s the oonf1d noe or 1 bor and th r speot of bu 1nesa 

o that he oan be helptul 1n promot1n b tter un ~ r tanding and 

cooper tion. 

I h ve 1d to lab r nd bu in se up th t I am the 

o ndldat of no a~eol 1 1nt re t . That, wh•n elected, I will not b 

1 bor's ayor, the a.yor or bu ines• nor the yor ot any p totioulaxt 

gro • I tnt nd to b and hall be the · ayor ot th whole city -- th 

yor of th eopl of ll1nn poli • 'l'h1 is t t tt ot a:ror 1 bor 

ants. 1'111 1s the type of ayor bu 1nea t • I fully war ot 

th pub ic tru t and respon ibtlity that will b pl oed in m as yor 

ot your city. On is not worthy ot the r apeot and conf1denoe ot tM 

co unity it he b oo tl 

too much or c1al pr1v11 

fh1 eY n1ng I wi 

awn or ny sp o·i 1 inter st . 

r peol 1 1nt re t; 

have d 

to call to our ttention the deplor ble 

con 1t1on of our oity f1nano1 1 tructuro and th obv1ou fa11ur ot 

the ma.ror to do anything etonstruot1v to rem•dY this sit' t1on during 

the tour ye r h h been in otf1o • Our city ). 1n d.ebt over 

oo,ooo,ooo. La t ye r our o1ty op r t d on d t1o1t of approx1 ately 

eoo,ooo. It 1 1 ortant th t the p opl ot inn polis be into d 

or th tact bo t our city gov rnm nt . 
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Th pr nt yor, who 1 ember of the o rd of Est1 t 

nd Taxation and who, w"d r th te s ot the Oh rt r, can rev1 .. w th 

report and accounts of any ott1ce ot our e1ty b never brpught our 

ti cal problema out into the open. During th ~eoent leg1sl t1v 

••esion the pre nt ayor t 1led to provid any re 1 leader 1p 1n 

our1 ao~1 n le din to a olution ot our o1t1 or1t1oal t1nano1el 

problem. Now th t the leg1 lat1Ye a a ion 1 o r and the pr nt or' 

o paign for re-. leot1on i under w y, h aadd nly comes to lite nd 

dem de a eurYey. 

The r s nt ayor h had tour years to tudy this proble 

H b d h d tour year to bring our t1nano1 1 d1tt1oult1e to the 

ttention ot our people. He ha h d tour ye r to t lk 1th the 

governor an leg1e~at1ve leader • He ba had tour ye r to work w1'h 

ayor ot other un1o1pal1t1es 1n, order to mob111z th 1r $tr ngth 

beh1n d well.planned orogram direct d towarde the solution ot 

un1c1pal t1nana1al atter • 

Th re ve been thr e 1 g1 1at1ve 

yor enter d otf1o • He ha had more ~an 

our governor nd our legi lat1ve 1 ader • 

e sion a1no th pre ent 

ple t1 e to con ult 1tith 

The pre ent mayor should know al o th t tor the 1 t siX 

y r t e Le u ot nne ota un1o1p 11t1 ha b n engag d ln a o t 

Xhaust1Ye eurv 

th t 1te t1nd1ng 

ot the proble s ot city tin noes. He shottld know 

oould b u ed a 1 tor a thoro h-golng progr 

or odern t xat1on an tax-shar1n that wot~ld go a lo.~g waY 1n eol-vlng 

the problem. 

The Le stu41 s are o oo pl te that th re 1a no n d 

tor further exh t1ve stu y an had th~ mayor t 111ar1.t d hi elt 

with the e, stud1 s he, ould hav pr ented. our · o1t1 s robl to the 

r gular le 1elat1"1e s se1on or 1943 and 1945 Clr to th~ peoial e s11on 

o lled 1n 1944._ 
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Isn 1t it amazing that even at this late date, after four years 

in office, the mayor has no program to present for the solution of our 

financial difficulties? He talks about the need for a survey which 

means that the legislative session of 1947 may consider the proposal for 

a survey and by 1949 the legislature then may begin actual consideration 

of the proposals produced by the ~rvey. 

The mayor ought to learn that publicity alone will accomplish 

nothing. It is doing things that counts. Letters to the gove~nor and 

stories to the press will never solve this problem. It is doing things 

that counts. 

If the post-war program which has been outlined and planned 

for the city of Minneapolis by either myself or my opponent or by the 

Planning Commission is to be car~ied out and realized, then our city 

must have additional revenue. We cannot afford to increase taxes upon 
• 

real estate or personal property. Already our city is over-burdened 

with this sort of taxation. May I say in passing that I have heard 

again and again that my opposition in this campaign is attempting to 

frighten home owners and business men by saying that if I should be 

elected mayor, taxes would go sky high. Taxes are already sky high. 

My ambition and desire in government is not to increase taxes but to 

see them substantially lowered. This can only be done in o~r city if 

we are to receive ourfuir share of state revenues. 

I pledge to the people of Minneapolis that I will look upon 

this responsibility as one of the major tasks. I know that it can be 

done because it has been successfully carried out in other states. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has been able to receive approximately $6 ,000,000 

per year as its share of Wisconsin state revenues. I believe that 

people in the farm areas as well as the cities are fair minded and 

are willi/g to see the other man's problem~ 
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It is imperative that the mayor join with responsible civic 

·}( leaders in launching a campaign of education and information as well 

t as political action to assure our city that in the next legislative 

session we will have more sympathetic understanding and treatment by 

our friends and BBighbors from the rural areas . 

I say to you again, it is not publicity, it is not headlines 

that count -- it is Joing things that £9unte. 

With the present mayor, it has always been 11 too little and 

too late". Too little law enforcement and too late to apprehend the 

culprits. Too little support for housing programs and too late to be 

sincere. Too little cooperation with our legislature, and too.late 

to count. Always and always, through four years -- too little and 

too late. 
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in 
It has been stated again and againjthe newspapers of our city 

that the present mayoralty campaign would be waged with fullvigor and, 

as they put it, would be a "hot one". 

One of the thrills and joys of political life is its 

competitive nature and the opportunity of argument, pro and con. 

American politics has been known for its free~iscussions and its open 

forum methods. We believe in t~e right of free speech. We believe in 

the right of freedom of assemblage. Without these fundamental beliefs 

political life in a democratic sense would not be possible. 

I have mentioned a number of times about the nature of this 

campaign. I have said that whispers, slander and personal insults too 

often have overshadowed the real issues in our municipal elections. I 

told you that I am not willing to be a party tq such a campaign and I 

he.ve asked my supporters to conduct themselves on a high level of 

intellectual honesty and decency. 

It is becoming increasingly apparent, however, that there 

are those in this community who are unwilling to adhere t9 such a 

set of rules. 

Already the mayor of this city has seen fit to enter upon 

a campaign of slander, half-truths and deliberate distortion of fact. 

Already a scare campaign is under way -- a campaign to frighten the 

people of Minneapolis into a belief that sinister forces are at work 

in my behalf. 

I have had the opportunity of reading my opposition ' s 

campaign literature and I can honestly say that it approaches the 

lowest level of political tactics I have ever witnessed. Of course, 
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I am not an old hand at politics. I do not have the counsel and. advice 

of those who are past masters at political trickery and the art of mud 

slinging. The Humphrey for Mayor Volunteer Committee is composed of 

people from all walks of life in our community -- many people who 

never before participated in a political campaign. They are in this 

campaign not to malign the character of other people, not to spread 

rumor and falsehood but to support a program which they believe will 

revitalize the government of this city. 

I have discussed with you some of the powers ~nd responsibilities 

of the mayor I~ office.. I have calle d~our attention 00 1!1he 18zet that 

the office of mayor of this city is not without authority. The mayor 

has complete supervision over the police department. He has appoin~ 

ment power to the Civil Service Commission, the City Planning Commission 

anct the Board of :Public Welfare. 

He is a member of nearly all the boards and commissions of 

this city. He is in a position to bring to the attention of these 

boards and agencies his program and his policies pertaining to our 

municipal government. He can be and should be in constant touch with 

our City Council. His office can and should serve as a clearing house 

for community planning and community redevelopment. 

However, if the mayor .is to exert leadership, if he is to 

present a program to the respective boards and commissions of which 

he is a member, his attendance at the meetings of these governmental 

agencies is i3Perative. Yet an examination of the minutes of the · 

meetings of the boards and commissions reveals the striking fact that 

the mayor has been repeatedly absent -- not just occasionally but 

constantly. 



Of four very important boards and commissions, namely the 

Board of Estimate and Taxation, the Library Board, the Park Board and 

the City Planning Commission, the present mayor of this city has been 

absent, on the whole, over 65% of the time. To be a:> sent from the · 

deliberations of the City Planning Commission ?o% of the time, from 

the Park Board 60~ of the time, the Board of Estimate and Taxation 

almost 5o% of the time and from the Library Board 90% of the time, 

is not giving leadership to the government of the City of Minneapolis. 

The mayor would have us believe that he cannot set in motion 

programs of action because of his position in our form of city 

government. He complains about the Charter. Yet for 12 long years 

he has been a member of our city government and to this date has not 

given leadership to any concerted or planned program of charter 

reform or reorganization. 

His only suggestion as to Charter reform has been to relieve 

himself of the responsibility of law enforcement by placing the Chief 

of Police under Civil se·rvice. Rather than ask for more responsibility, 

rather than ask to coordin~ e and integrate the machinery of government, 

the present mayor of this city has guggested that he be relieved of 

all responsibility of law enforcement without any positive program in 

reference to the rest of the Charter. 

It is always easy to make rationalizations for inaction and 

lack of courage. ~his is no time fo;-weak apologies. This is no time 

for wishful thinking. The mayor of this city, by the very letter of 

~he law has a legal obligation for leadership. By the spirit of the 

law he has a moral responsibility for the common welfare. 

so .. 



,. 

-4-

I repeat -- the mayor of this city can be an official with 

influence and prestige. It is therefore most unfortunate that the 

presen~ mayor has been unwilling or unable to exert the powers placed 

by Charter and law in his possession~he mayor of this city could 

and should take a leading position in the promotion of industrial peace 

and understanding between the forces of capital and labor. 

Minneapolis cannot afford the extravagance and waste of lock-

outs anQ. strikes. The victory of peace will require even more 
' cooperation between labor and ml=!.nagement than the military victory. 

Our production schedule of tanks, airplanes and guns during war time 

must be converted into a peace time schedule of homes, automobiles, 

refrigerators and other goods. 

There will be neither free labor nor private enterprise if 

the disaster of inflation and unemployment falls upon us in the post-

war world. Never before have business and labor had so much in common. 

The day is fast approaching when Minneapolis labor and Minneapolis 

industry must and will unite in a program of post-war reconstruction. 

Just as the three great national leaders of business and 

labor have outlined a charter of industrial peace on a national level, 

so the mayor of this city should provide leadership in obtaining 

similar pledges of good faith and cooperation from local business 

management and labor organizations. 

I am particularly interested in this matter because I am 

the candidate endorsed by the three great ·sections of _organized labor 

in this city. Three great sections of organized labor that have not 

participated in a single strike during war time. The American 

Federation of Labor, the Congress of Industrial Organizations and the 

Railroad Brotherhoods. These organization·s represent 70,000 workers 

in Minneapolis. They not orily wish to see a city that has a clean 
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and efficient ~dministration but they fully appreciate the impor tance 

of jobs for themselves and profit for business . 

I am particularly interested in labor-management cooperation. 

I come from a business family -- my father having been in business for 

the past forty years . I have a host of friends in Minneapolis business. 

Many of these men are members of my Volunteer Committee and are actively 

supporting my candidacy and program. They do not want to go back to a 
, I 

period that produced strife 8nd trouble. They wish to see a mayor 

elected who has the confidence of labor and the respect of business 

so that he can be helpful in promoting better understanding and 

cooperation. 

I have said to labor and business groups~~ I am the 

candidate of no special interest. That, when elected, I will not be 

labor's mayor, the mayor of business nor the mayor of any particular 

group. I intend. to be and shall be the mayor of the whole city -- the 

mayor of the people of Minneapolis . This is the type of mayor labor 

wants . This is the type of mayor businessWtnts. I am fully aware of 

the public trust and responsibility that will be placed in me as mayor 

of your city. One is not worthy of the respect and confidence of this 

community if he becomes the pawn of any special interest . We have had 

too much of special privilege fbr special interest. ~P~J 
This evening I wish to call to your attention the deplorable 

condition of our city financial s tructure and the obvious failure of 

the mayor to do anything constructive to remedy this situation during 

the four years he has been in office. Our city ls in debt over 

$5o,ooo,ooo. Last yee.r our city operated on a deficit of approximately 

$aoo,ooo. It is important that the people of Minneapolis be informed 

of these facts about our city government. 



The present mayor, who is a member of the Boarq of Estimate 

and Taxation and who, urder the terms of the Charter, can review the 
I 

reports and accounts of any office of our city has never brought our 

fiscal problems out into the open. During the recent legislative 

session the present mayor failed to provide any real leadership in 

securing action leading to a solution of our cities critical financial 

problem. Now that the legislative session is over and the present mayor's 

campaign for re-election is under way, he suddenly comes to life and 

demands a survey • 

. The present mayor has had four years to study this problem. 

He had had four years to bring our financial difficulties to the 

attention of our people. He has had four years to talk with the 

governor and legislative leaders. He has had four years to work with 

mayors of other municipalities in order to mobilize their strength 

behinad a wellplanned program directed towards the solution of 

munic~pal financial matters. 

~1ere have been three legislative sessions since the present 

mayor entered office. He has had more than ample time to consult with 

our governor and our legislative leaders* 

. The present mayor should know also that for the last six 

years _the League of Minnesota .Municipalities has been engaged in a most 

exhaustive survey of the problems of city finances. He should know 

tgat its findings could be used as a basis for a thorough-gping program 

of modern taxation and tax-sharing that would go a long way in solving 

the problem. 

The League's studies are so complete that there is no need 

for further exhaustive study and had the mayor familiarized himself 

with these studies he c ould have presented our cities problem to the 

regular legislative sessions of 1943 and 1945 mr to the special session 

called in 1944. 
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Isn't it amazing that even at this late date, after four years 

in office, the mayor has no program to present for the solution of our 

financial difficulties? He talks about the need for a survey which 

means that the legislative session of 1947 may consider the proposal for 

a survey and by 1949 the legislature then may begin actual consideration 

of the proposals produced by the ~rvey. 

TI1e mayor ought to learn that publicity alone will accomplish 

nothing. It is doing things that cou~~ Letters to the gove_rnor and 

stories to the press will never solve this problem. It is doing things 

that counts. 

If the post-war program which has been outlined and planned 

for the city of Minneapolis by either myself or my opponent or by the 

Planning Commission is to be car~ied out and realized, then our city 

must have additional revenue. We cannot afford to increase taxes upon 
• real estate or personal property. Already our city is over-burdened 

with this sort of taxation. May I say in passing that I have heard 

again and again that my opposition in this crunpaign is attempting to 

frighten home owners and business men by saying that if I should be 

elected mayor, taxes would go sky high. Taxes are already sky high. 

My ambition and desire in government is not to increase taxes but to 

see them substantially lowered. This can only be done in our city if 

we are to receive ourfuir share of state revenues. 

I pledge to the people of Minneapolis that I will look upon 

this responsibility as one of the major tasks. I know that it can be 

done because it has been successfully carried out in other states. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has been able to receive approximately $6 ,000,000 

per year as its share of Wisconsin state revenues. I believe that 

people in the farm areas as well as the cities are fair minded and 

are willi/g to see the other man's problem* 
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It is imperative that the mayor join with responsible civic 

·}( leaders in launching a campaign of education and information as well 

I as political action to assure our city that in the next legislative 

session we will have more sympathetic understanding and treatment by 

our friends and aaighbors from the rural areas. 

I say to you again, it is not publicity, it is not headlines 

that count -- it is Joing things that £_,ounte. 

With the present mayor, it has always been 11 too little and 

too late". Too little law enforcement and too late to apprehend the 

culprits. Too little support for housing programs and too late to be 

sincere. Too little cooperation with our legislature, and too . late 

to count. Always and always, through four years -- too little and 

too late. 



• 
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Isn't it amazing that even at this late date, after four years 

in office, the 'mayor has no program to presen6 for the solution of our 

financial difficulties? He talks about the need for a survey which means 

that the ·legislative sesston of 1947 may consider the proposal for a . 
survey and by 1949 the legislature then may begin actual donsideration 

of the proposals produced by the survey.~~ 

The mayor ought to learn that ~ wifl accomplish nothing. 

It is doing things that c~unts. Letters to the governor and stories to 

the press will never solve this problem. It ~s doing things that counts • 

.............. ~ ........... e, f the post-war program which 

has been outlined and planned for the city of Minneapolis by either 

myself or my opponent or by the Planning C~mmission is to be carried 

out and realized, then our city must have additional revenue . We 

cannot afford to increase taxes upon real estate or personal property. 

Already our city ~s over-burdened with this sort of taxation. May I 

say in passing that I have heard ag·ain and again that my opposition 

in this campaign is attempting to frighten home owners and business 

men by saying that if I should be elect·ed mayor, taxes would go sky 

high. Taxes are already sky high. My ambition and desire in government 

is not to increase taxes but to see them substantially lowered . This 

can only be done in our city if we are to receive our fair share of 

state revenues.-

, 
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It is imperative that the mayor join with responsible civic leaders in 

launching a campaign of education and information as well as political action 

to assure our city that in the next legislative session we will have more 

sympathetic understanding and treatment by our friends and neighbors from the 

rural areas. 

t reappo in 

our 

0 

problems 

It will do no good to chastize and criticize those persons who represent 

the snaller communities and the rural areas. e hav~ no right to distrust •their 

sincerity. A city that has permitted itself to suffer from the publicity of lax 

law enforcement throughout the state cannot expect favorable consideration for • 

its claims in a legislature that has a predominance ,of rural representation. 

It becomes our task to meet this situation with realistic and practical 

measures. Two years from now an6ther legislature will be in session. The inter­

vening period should be used for a concerted and well-planned program of 

information and education. There must be a unity of effort on the part of every 

group in our city. 

I am confident that we can bring a better understanding between urban ani 

rural representatives because I have talked before and visited with many farm 

groups and leaders. They are splendid people. They are intelligent citizens. 

They want to kn<r.v the facta and they want to enjoy the fellowship that comes with 

under standing. 

The mayor of this city should join with civic leaders to mobilize 

immediately our .forces and go to the people with our problems. Surely, if we 

believe in the value of public education, if our belief in democracy is meaningful, 

then we can trust the ultimate fair-Ini.ndedness and wisdom of the people. 



, -8-

I p£edge to the people of Minneapolis that I will look upon 

this responsibility as one of the major tasks~ I know that it can be 

done because it has been successfully carried out in other states. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has been a~le to receive approximately 

$6 ,000,000 per year as its share of Wisconsin state revenues. I 

believe that people in the farm areas as well as the cities are fair 

minded and are willing to see the other man's problem~ . 

I say to you again, it is not publicity, it is not headlines 

that count-- it is ~~~£s.,;~~s. 

w.t::tJ.., tft~s 11 too illtiel~d too lat6'11 • Too little law 

enforcement and too late to apprehend the culprits. Too little 

support for housing programs and too late to be sincere. Too little 

cooperation with our legislature, and too late to count. 

Always and always, through four years too little and too 

1: 1 

issue clearl He sa. 

when 'the le.gi' lature until the 

The mayor e 'tlh1:s... o~ty: 

points out, knew the bill was under consideration and 12rotests 

hare been made while the measure was 
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There a re those who spread rumo r. There a r e thofe who de liberately lie. 

I will not fight with these we~pons. Th<:J orl]:> ::v:l'::-1•8:·- to a liesis the truth. And 

so I say to tho s e ;vho a ctively support my car.uidJ. cy 1 ; : ·ant you to be forthri ght, 

to be i nf o r med about city issues, t o have yo1:..r fact s 00·.-rect, and to believe 

sincere ly in our progr~ .... ,{_ 
I~, discussed vr i th you some of the po :fe rs a nd responsibilities of 

the mayo r's o ffice. I~ led your attention to t he f a ct th'lt the o ffice of mayo r 

of this city is not without autho rity. The mayo r has complete supervision over 

the police depa r t ment, a nd he has a ppo intment powe r t o the Civil Se rivce Commission, 

the City Planning Commission, a nd the Boa rd o f Public ;JVelfare. 

He is a n e sf lu ·· ember of nea rly all the boards and co mm issio ns of t h is 

city. He is in a positi on to bring to the atte ntion of these boa rds and agenci es 

his program and his policies pe rta ining to o ur municipa l government. He c a n be 

and s hould be in consta nt t ouch with our City Council. His office ca n and should 

serve a s a clea ring house f o r community planning and co mmunity redevelopmen:;, (l) J 

if t to 

~nd 

city shou:.d 

coope ration 
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I am p~rticularly int erest in this m~ttet · he c~1.so candidate endorsed 

by tho thre3 gr eat s e c~ons f o r grrnized l~bo r the Ame rican Fede ra-

tion o f L~bor~ the Congress cf Brother-

hoods. 

I e candi date o f no specia l interest 

a.nd th~.t when yor of business, nor the 

mayo r of any I am arnra re of the 

public trust ::tnd t h·lt ~ s mayor. Th~t is the 

type That is th mayo r business wants. 

~ ~ ..::; I pla n, when e l ected , to iMugurate a r egulo r se rie s of rodio programs 

/" dire cted to the cithens of Minm,.polis in "hich I will discuss the problems of 

-
our municipa l government a nQ the pro gr ams a nd pl ~ns of our various bo~ r~ s ~nd 

cornni s s.i ons. 

I will give pa rticul2 r attent i o n t o t he City Pl~nning Commissi on and to the 

prob le n• s o f our library , r e crc 'l ti:Jnal , and .velfare 'lgenci e s. From time to time 

it will be necessa ry to discuss financia l mQt ters ~nd to info r m the public a bout 

the financia l sto. tus o f our city and the programs and plr-tns which we vrill undE: r-

t ake in tho post-w'lr pe riod . 

A mayo r o f Minne'lpoli s who is since r e ly inte rested in the welfare a nd the 

future o f our city will wc. nt e.n informed public . Tho mayo r can and shoul d s e rve 

a s a public r olD. tidlns ·offic e r betNec,n the ci ty gove rnMent and t he e l e ctto r at e . 

In this r e s pe ct the present mn.yo r ha s f a il ed . He has refus ed to take the 

peopl e into his c onfiden c e . The m~yo r ' s office is our hou se of mystery . 

Aito th e r impo rtan~ l'f':J..Y in ·:rhich the mayo r can ~'.. n d shoul d s erve our co rnrn.unit~r 
, 

is by wo rking clo s e ly with the ~genci e s of fed e r a l and state government. We knovf 

th'lt the pa tt ern of gove rnment in Ame rica is one of eve r closer r elationships 
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•) betv1een f ede r al s state , and loc'i l l evel s of f;OVe!"nmont . 

,i.:J.ns .·.p -:Jlis pay s a great rl.e8. l i n taxes t o :Jo th s7.a7o 'lnd na tiona l tt-onsuries. 

We mo.ke sure tha t we r s ceive our fair s hCJ.re o f ·;.he grants, subsidies, a nd 

which a r e provi ded f o r cities of our size Uilder sta nd and feder a l l aw . 

In 'orde r th t this be n. ccomplished we need a mayo r who ca n dea l effectively with 

the o fficials Wa shington and in our st9.te C:l pi t a l• 

We have henr much P.oo ut centi:- B. lit~tioh of <~. utho rity lind powe r in the hnnd s 

o f the f ede r a l gover ment a nd· this can be a rea l danger• It is, therefore, 

extreme l y i mportan-b th·:t'-t we b ecome ar dent champi ons o f efficient and dynamic 

l oca l government. 

To permit d isintegra tion a nd deterioration of loca l gove rnment is to invite 

are 

a cutely awar e o f one a spe ct o f this problem, namely our r ~lationshi p with t he 

state government. 

This r el o. tionship invo lves conflicts tha t have been pe r mi tted to develop 

bet~een the urba n and rur a l se cti ons of t he state. The ayo r of this city should 

h~ve long a go r e cogniz ea it as his duty a nd r e sponsibility t o go out into the 

state and talk to the people o f the s m':lll e r communi ties and to visit vri th furm 

l eador s a nd co _unity l e'lde rs in the rur al ~r ea s "bout our mutua l probl ems. 

In ea ch l egisl qtive sessio n Minneapolis is denied its just ch.i ms. We are 

f a cing an eve r-growing prob lemo f fin:1nces and taxation. tvery effo rt to obtain 

cha ll enge which c <:tnnot be igno re .. 'I.'/.. f.. 

It is impe r ntive tha t the mayo r. j o in with r e sponsibility civic l ea d rs in . , 
l aunc hing a camp A. ign o f educa ti:Jn a nd informati ·Jn a s we ll a s political a ction 

to a ssure our city t h2t in the next l egisl ~tive session fie will have more s ympa -

thetic unde rsta nding <:t nd tre'ltment b y our friends a nd neighbors fro m the rural 

a r eas. 
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T plndgo to the people of 'nneapolis t wi.l) l)ok upon this r ~.;sp nsi-

know 't can 

t; ~ ee the othe:::- ma.n 1 s pr .L AJ,:.s" 

Let us f a ce the facts. Under present conditions, reapportionment in our 

legisluture is a remote possibility. Our financi ~l problems, our problems of 

taxation must be met in the s·::..me manner in vrhich the great national and inter-

national problems of unity and und Jrst anding a r e determined. 

R spirit 

It will do no good to chastiz e a nd criticize those, pe rsons who repre sent 

the s maller communities o.nd the rura l ar eas . We h'1ve no right to distrust their 

sincerity. A city that has permitted itself to suffer fro m t he publicity of lax 

lWN enfo~cement throughout the st~te cannot expect f avor able conside r ation for 
• 

;_ ts cl<. i ms ~n o. l ogisl ".ture tho. t ha s a predomin ance of rural representation. 

:::·;; becomes o~r t a. sk t o meet this situation with r eal. istic a nd practical 

mea surus. Two yea~s ~rom now another legisl~ture will be in session. The inter-

vening period shoul d be used f or a concert t:d a nd Nell-pl ·mned program of 

information a nd oducat~on . Ther e must be a unity o f effort on t he part of 

every group in our city. 

strides have b eP-n mad by such or iz~t i on s as the Junior 

niz ed l ~bor ovement , the Civie and Commeece 

As SJ ci ~ttion , a nd .ny business and professional ass cia tions. We have e. 

rnmon bond wi other citiz this sta e . We h'J.ve otarians, fellow 

f ellow Lions, f e llo' n.l me·rr.bers in every city and vill rJ.ge in 

Minnesota . 
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'T'he r.:1:,;o r cf this city sMuld join with c:.-.r::.c lf <t •l.P rs to mobilize i rnfl'eri. i n.tely 

:.'drcu., c. nd go t o the people with our proble:ns. S-J ' 'cly , if we believe i n the 

c f I-·Wlic educati on, if our be lief in democracy --~:meaningful, then we can 

trust the .:.-.timate fair··mind.edness and wisdom of the pl'Ople. 

Mo t hers a nd f nthers in t he small e r cities and rura l a reas know that many 

of their sons and daughters will come to the city . fhey are not going to be 

unfair in their attitude, if they come to understa d the interdependence be~Neen 

the urba n and rura l secti ~ns. 

We have n. ty~ of isolationism here w hich has neve r been propE- rly a na lyzed. 

All t oo often we h':'.ve called t):los persJns is•J la.ti onsits Nho do not see the r e l a -

tionship he <;<ffair o f other n'lt ions. 

But is o l n.tbni n~t limited beween na tionalism an d int er~ 

wolf 

tha. t the proble ms o f :-:me ar ea. 

a nd security o f ~nother q re~ . 

citizens in n.ny area refuses 

the health , 

I am c onfident thn. t ~fe can bring a better understurtding b etvveen urba n a nd 

..-u:·a··. representa ti vc s b e ca-u se I h'' ve t 'liked bef.~re and v isited with many f a rm 

g~c·u.p~ 2nd .len.O.ors. They a r e splendid people. They a re inij.c lligent citizens. 

They ¥'D nt ":;o k-novr the f "cts 't nd theyw'l.nt t o enjoy the fellowship th·tt comes 

with undurEtn.nd ing. 

o f this great Minnea polis ca n 
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