RADIO ADDRESS BY HUBERT H, HUMPHREY, CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR OF MINNEAPOLIS
- PREPARED FOR DELIVERY OVER WLOL TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1945, 8:15 P, M,

In my campaign for the office of mayor, I have been attempting
to desl with the 1ssues that I belleve are of fundamental 1lmportance to
the civic betterment of our community.

I have get forth a program of post-war indus rial expanslon
that will prepare us for the difficult perlod of reconversion that will
follow the war,

I have discussed in eome detail the need for an intelligent
plan of figcal reform that will rectore our city to financlal solvency.

I have dealtk at length with the extremely difficult problem
of housing and I have projected an over-all program for community
redevelopment,

These matters I belleve are of fundamental importance becsause
upon the succeeasful handling of them will depend whether or not our city
will be able to provide ample Job and business opportunities for our
returning servicement and for all of our people,

The people of Minneapolis, I helleve, have welcomed with great
enthusiasm this type of campalgn, The-hundredg-of--mecsagee. tlat I have
recelved from individuals who were incensed by the mud-slinging tactlcs
of my opponent are overwhelming evidence that the people of Minnespolis
want their political leaders to be responsible and constructive in their
public statement,

I believe that I have been faithful to my pledge to keep this
campaign on a high moral and educational level, I believe you will
agree -- whether you sunport or oppose my candldacy -- that my campaign
hag been a sincere effort to meke a contribution to the intelligent

discussion of the really important 'ssues concerning our city,
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Minnespolis elections in recent years have centered ,lmost
exclusively around one problem -- and thie isg an extremely important
problem -- the problem of law enforcement,

In previous mayoralty campaigne this issue of law enforcement
has been virtually the only issue, In a typlecal campalgn, the mayor
boagts of his fine law enforcement record, and cites the number of
arrests made, He gelects statistics which tend to ghow that Minneapollg
had less crime and vice than citie= of comparable size,

Meanwhile, the opponent hurls charges that the town 1s "wide
open", thst organized rackets are in complete control of the city, that
vice is rampant,

In the flood of charges and counter-charges a typlcal mayoralty
campaign finds the other issues completely ignored,

This type of campaign has never served the best interest of
the community, and to engage in such a cam algn today would result in
positive harm to the city., Our Hayoralty elections are reported by our
metropolitan newsgpaspers, The charges and counter-charges become news
not only to this eity but to the whols state and northwest, Unfortunately,
we have already galined a reputation for being a city far too much plagued
with vice and rackets. I have had no desire to bring further shame upon
Minneapolls or additional prejudice against the city by making law
enforcement or lack of law enforcement the major and only igsue of my
campaign, I think too much of Minneapolis, I respect its good people
far too much to have the outeside publie center its s attention upon
our problems and our difficulties, Law enforcement is of vital
importance but it must not be allowed to obscure the many other vital

issues with ggégh the people mugt be greatly concerned,

e = —————

Our city today stande on the threshhold of a new period in

1}pﬂ\ its life, The war has brought many changes 1n our economic life, Already
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thousandg of gervicemen have returned to our community, and future months
will find many more thousandg on thelr way home, War workers will soon
be looking for new Jjobs in peace time industries, We will face a
tremendous task of readjustment and reconstruction., It will be
imperative that our city afford job opportunities to those who seek
gainful employment, We must have new industries, We must expand
exiasting retail and industrial egtablishmente, In short there must be
profit for business and jobs for labor,

I am pledged to this program, No amount of gcare campalgn on
the part of the opposition -- no amount of ridiculous charges and
deliberate falsehood can alter the fact that I have presented a program
of industrial expansion and a constructive approach to labor and
industrial relations which will do much to make pdasible a growlng and

\\prosperous Minneapolis,.

i

Thies raises the fundamental queetion, what type of city do

——

we want our fighting men and women to return tol?

Since the very beginning of this campaign I have made it clear
that I wanted the i1gsue of law enforcement to have 1ts proper place within
a total program of civic betterment, And I have repeatedly stated, in no
uncertain terms, that, when I am elected mayor, I will enforce the law.

I will enforce the law impartially, sand without fear or favor to any
group or any combination of interests,
illy-wealize that Minneanolig-is-a-grest @etronslitan 6Ity,
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I contend that the present lawqﬁare 1f£era1. The present laws

afford ample opportunity for profit in business and respectabllity in the

community.

If there are those in this community that feel these laws are
too liberal or that feel that these laws are too strict, the answer to
thelr problem lies in the 9tate Leglislature, The mayor of thils clty is

obligated under the terms of our Charter to enforce the law, He has no

_authority to alter or make % new laws,

; Adequate and proper law enforcement 1s an integral part of my
%é?f over-all community program, There must be an end to laxity in law
\ f enforcement, There must be:}ﬁnd to special privilege for special
interest, There must be an end to the mysterious and insidious influence
| that seems to have the key to the mayor's office, There must be an end
| to an invigible government -- a mysterious and gecret force responsible
. to no one which seems to have control in this city, ‘¥-wsay—thie-inwvisible .
-goxerament;respongible~tE WO Ofé” gegna to have gontrol-becanse-right-now,
during thie-general—electioh, THe mayor of Mimmesvolis-te-etther
~incapable-or-unwilling to enforee the lawsg and to-prohibit wide-scale
~—BiolatIBH of-ganbling-end-liguor-lawe;
Wevear in-the-hiatory of Minneepolils municipal electiona has
the city been, whet is commonly known, se-*wide-open®-until this eleetlon,
' The-mayor. is either vowerlese to -aet-or-he-genses-defeat and 1g unwilling
Lo-aoty-—No-amount of explantion; no-amount of rationalization can obscure
the--fact-that-laws _are not. being-enforceed, =
— I gee 1little need to engage in a lengthy and detalled statement
of charges to prove that organized rackets have existed and continue to
exist in our city, I believe that every informed person in my listening

audience has geen sufficient evidence in our daily newsp_pers to convince

them that such 1s the cas=,
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Is there anyone who believes that there has not been during the
lagt four years open violations on an extensive scale of our gambling,
liquor, and white slavery laws?

Is there anyone who belleveg that there 1s no something
basically wrong with our city government in this matter of law enforcement?

I would 1like to quote Jjust briefly an editorial from The
Minneapolie Star-Journal under date of January 25, 1945: '"The fact ie
that Minne apolis is and has been for yearg an open town -- not a wide
open town, but one in which racketeers and criminal rinéa have been able
to operate without much molestation ae long as they kept within certain
bounds which have not been the bounds of the law but the bounds of public
and officlal tolerancel/2

I ghould like, too, to remind you of the report of the October-
November 1944 Hennepin prand jury, In that report the grand jury saild
that there was o en flautiting of the laws on gambling and liquor sales,
and that this condition revealed one of three things:

Firast, that the police are stupld or inefficient.

Second, that somebody 1s getting pald,

Third, that our police are told to lay off on

orders from the higher ups,

The first of these -- that the police are astupid or
inefflecient -- ig not true. This is not the cause of the open violations,
The rank-and-file police officer 1s an honest, conscientious, hard-
working ecitizen, who wants to maintain his gelf-respect and do a good Job,

That there were open violations the grand Jury clearly
demonstrated, and the possible e xplanationes advanced by the Jury certainly
i1s convincing evidence that something is fundamentally wrong with the

administration of our mayor's office.
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It 1c in the mayor's office that the responsibility for law
enforcement reste, and to blame the police department 1s to hlame a
department that operates on 1ts orders from the mayor's office.

I fully recognize the pressureg, the trials and the difficulties
encourtered by the mayor of thies city in the matter of law enforcement,
I do not wigh to be unfalr in my ceriticism, I know all too well that the
reegponsibility of law enforcement is a serious one. No mayor or police
force can make thisg city pure and without law violation, There will

always be a few to violate the laws but 1t 1s the organ zed the commercial 4-
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Jugt within recent weeks ocur federal government found 1t
necessary to send the F,B,I., into Minmmpolis for the purpose a&f cléaning
up white slavery conditions which had flourished to the point where

Minneapolis had become the recrultment center for the entire nation,
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When Federsl Judge Gunnar H, Nordbye sentenced the men convicted
28 a result of the F.B.I, white slavery investigation, he sald, snd I
quote: ‘Yponditions such as these which haye been brought to light in
this case are nauseating and certainly are a blight on our community...
From testimony in these cases, 1t ig apparent that so-called north
Minnespolis night spots gerved as a rendezvous for procurers and
panderers plying their nefarious trade and procuring yomg local girls
to work for them in this city and elsewhere, There can hardly be any
criminal activity more desplcable than to arrahgc for the transportation

of wommn in interstate commergce for the purpose of prostitution'(?nd

quotég

exlsted for at least the past four years. It 1s ridiculous for the

These conditions are not of recent development. They have

mayor and hie enforcement officers to say that thayétﬁrum know that

such conditions exiated,
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Ladles and gentlemen, let there be no mistake about one thing,
If you elect me mayor, I accept the responeibility for law enforcement,
and I will enforce the law,

I am convinced the police force will and wants to enforce the
laws, I know that the public desires that the laws be enforced. I give
you my solemn pledge -- and let thie be a warning to those who now
degrade our government and our city by making unholy alliances that
permit 11liclt operations -- I give you my solemn pledge that the laws

will be enforced.
P

I am dy{ned that my admindstration shall ao].,va-“'thu

problem of law enforcement, I kgpd”iﬁat this means Iﬂﬁust have not_ only
G
the determinsfion and the will ‘S0 snforos the }aw. but I musﬁfdfio have
/"
a positivé progrem topforime control agd'prevention thgx”has the full

supp t and wholp:ﬁearted backing of the publice

——

-_.....——-"-'-”‘

Law enforcement 1a not merely a matter of police administration

/ | and activity, A peaceful, harmonious and law abiding community comes
only when people live in conditlions which are conducive to normal and
healthy community relationships., There 1e a direct relationship between
full employment at decent wages and respect for law, There is a direct
relationghip between good housing, modern parks and playgrounds,
progresgsive schools, adequate library facllitles and respect for the laws
and ordinances of the community. It has been with this thought in mind
thet I have placed before you a congtruective program which includes the
exprasion and development of our libraries, parks and playgrounds -- a
program whieh includeg new and better houging for Minneapolis -- a
program which demands industrial expansion. All of these things mean a
better Minneapolis, All of these plans and programs provide a wholegome

and healthy environment for the people of Minneapolis,
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If we remove the goclal and economic causes of crime and if
we fortify our positive efforts with an extensive program of crim
prevention and control, the problem of law enforcement, as we we now
know 1t, will be minimigzed., We must think in terms of the old adage
that "an ounce of preventilon is worthy a pound of cure", When we gee
avidences of %s-flagrant violation of the law, positive action must be
taken,,gnt no amount of police protection -- no amount of law enforcement
alone can cope with the increagse of crime which comes from environmental
and soelal conditionsz that breed delinguency and criminal behavior,

We mu=t direct our thinking in terms of building finer snd better
citizens, We must become positive and constructive in our approach,

We must attack the source of delingueney and crime and not merely w,ift

[\ij_taka sction when the eriminal is on the loose.

Yes, law enforcement is becoming increasingly important
every day, During the war years Juvenile delinguency has heen on ths
increasey an@, unless adequate precautione are taken, we can expeot a
recurrence of what happened after the lawt war,

Tonight'e Minneapolis Star-Journal give= us adequate evidence
of what results from tolerating condftions which produce delinquency
and criminal behavior, Let me quote to you from the news article:
"Petty crime operations of almost fantastiec proportions were under
investigation today by the Juvenile Division poliece who laid 200 to
300 theft and other cases to a dozen north side boys, 14 to 18 years
of age. Detectiveg sald 1t was the most gigantic %angle of erime they
have been agked to tackle in the history of the department, "=nd quote,
Such outstanding cases of Jjuvenile delinquency eoming from the north
slde of Minneapolls surely must bring to our mind some of the appalling

conditions of blighted and slum areas which exist in that sdetion of our
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eity, To merely place in custody those who are guilty of the orimes
committed 1s not an answer to the problem, It 1s imperative that slum
and blighted sreas be ¢leaned up and that crime prevention programs on

a massive gcale be instituted at once,

After the last war, under the impact of soclal eshanges created
by the war, the rate of delinquency skyrocketed. We must act now %o
prevent this from happening agaln,

Juvenile delinouency and inadequate law enforcmmfi®# go hand
in hand, Thus, a positive program aimed at cleaning up Minneapolls

must deal realistically with the problem, And dealing realistically

means mobilizing the public in support of a coursgeous program that --
without fear or favor -- enforeces the existing laws,

I wigh to outline a 7-point program that I believe will
provide a realistle attack upon theproblem of juvenile delinquency,
This program, coupled with courageous law é&nforcement and backed &
up by a determined and interegted citizenry, will go a long way in
enguring that our children willl have a wholesome environment in which
to grow up,.

First, we should estrengthen our police facilities by increas-
ing the amount of specialized training of officers dealing with
Juvenile problems,

Second, we ghould re-enforce existing social agencies and
expand goclal welfare activities and sgervices for young people,

Third, we should open our school facilities to the greatest
pogegible extent for gsupervised recreation }9 after-achool hours,

Fourth, we shopld providgﬁgaggésggigh for playgrounds, boys
clubs and settlement houses, ;

Fifth, we should establish supervised facilities particulgrly

for younger children of parents engaged in war work,
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Séxth, we ghould encourage more church groups toc open their
recreational facilities to young people, and

Seventh, we should coordinate the various soclal agencles
that are in exisgtence in order to determine areas of danger,

This program of cerime prevention 1is sssentisl to the success
of over-all planning for civic betterment. We must have many new
homes and many civic improvements, but these are important only as they
improve the living conditions of our people., The control of Juvenile
delinquency and the adequate enforcement of the laws are "muste" on our
program for the bullding of a Greater Minneapolis,

The good people of Minneapolis want law enforcement, just as
they want good housing, indus trialexpansion, efficient administration,
and community redevelopment,

Government responsible to the people, government cooperating
with the people ecan do these things, but the psople must be militant
in thelir support of s candidate who has s sound program and who will

fight for what he knows to be right,

—— - —— -
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In my oampaigﬁ for the office of mayor, I have been attempting to
deal with 323 issues that I believe are of fundamental importance to the civie
betterment of our community.

I have set forth a program of post-war industrial expansion that will
prepare us for the difficult period of reconversion that will follow the war,

I have discussed in some detail the need for an intelligent plan of
fiscal reform that will restore our city to financial solvency.

I have dealt at length with the extremely difficult problem of
housing and I have projected an over-all program for community redevelopment,

These matters I believe are of fundamental importance because upon
the successful handling of them will depend whether or not our city will be
able to provide ample job and business opportunities for our returning servicemen
end for all of our people.

The people of Minneapolis, I believe, have welcomed with great
enthusiasm this type of campaign. The hundreds of messages that I have received
from individuals who were incensed by the mud-slinging tactics of my oppoment
are overwholming evidence that the people of Minneapolis want their political
leaders to be responsible and constructive in their public statements.

I believe that I have been faithful to my pledge to keep this
campeign on & high moral and educational levels I believe you will agree =--
whether you support or oppose my candidacy -~ that my campaign has been a
sincere effort to make a contribution to the intelligent discussion of the
realiy important issues concerning our citys

Now, Minneapolis elections in recent years have centered almost
exclusively about one problem -~ and this is an extremely important problem -«

the problem of law enforcement.
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In previous moyoralty campaigns this issue of law enforcement has been
virtually the only issue. In a typical campaign, the mayor boasts of his fine
law enforcement record, and cites the number of arrests made. He selccts
statistics which tond to show that Minneapolis had less crime and vice then
citios of comparable sizo.

Mecrwhile, the opponent hurls charges that the town is "wide open",
that organized rackets are in complete control of the city, that vice is rampant,

In the flood of charges and counter-charges a typical mayoralty
campaign finds the other issues completely igmored.

This type of campaign has nover served the best intercst of the
community, and to cngage in such a campaign today would result in positive harm
to the city. Law enforcement is of vital importance but it must not be allowed
to obseure the many other vital issues with which the people must be greatly
concorncd.

Our city today stands on the threshhold of a new period in its life.
The war has brought many changes in our economie life. Already thousands of
servigemen have returned to our community, and future months will find many
morg thousands on their way homo.

This raises the fundamental question, what type of city do we want
our fighting men and women to return to?

Since the very beginning of this campaign 1 have made it clear that
I wantod tho issuo of law cenforcoment to have its proper place within a total
program of civie hetterment.":;d I have rcpeatedly stated, in unequivocal terms,
that, when I am eleceted mayor, I will enforce the low. I will enforce the
law impartinlly, and without fear or favor to any group or any combination of
interests,

Adequnte and proper law enforoement is an integral part of my owers

all community programQ('There must be an end to laxity in low enfbrcament.ﬁ) i
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There must be an end to special privilege for special interests. There must
be an end to the mysterious and imsidious influence that seoms to have the key
to the mayor!s office.

I see little need to engage in a lengthy and detailed statement of
charges to prove that organized rackets have existed and continue to exist in
our c¢ity, I believe that evefy informed person in my listening audience hap
seen sufficient evidence in our daily newspoapers to convince them that sueh is

the case.
¥ Is there anyone who believes that thore has not been during tﬁe
last four years open violations on an extensive secale of our gambling, liquor,
end white slavery laws? "

Is there anyone who believes that there is not something basieally
wrong with our city government in this matter of lew enforcement?
* But, I would like to quote just briefly an oditorial from The
Minneap olis Star-Journal under date of January 25, 1945: "The fact is that
Minneapolis is and has been for years &n open town =-- not & wide open town,
but one in which racketecers ond eriminal rings have been able to operate
without much molestation as lopg as they kept within certain bounds which
have not been the bounds of the law but the bounds of public and official

tolerance." h

I should like, too, to remind you of the report of the October-
November 1944 Hénnapin'grnnd jury. In that report the grand jury said that
there was open flaunting of the laws on gembling and liquor sales, and that this
condition revealed one of three things:

First, that the police are stupid or inefficient,

Second, that somebdody is getting paid,

Third, that our police are told to lay off on orders

from the higher upe.
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Now the first of these -- that the police are stupid or inefficient --
is not true. This is not the cause of the open viclations., The rank-and-file
police officer is an honcst, conscientious, hard-working citizen, who wants to
maintain his self-respect and do a good jobe.

That there were open violations the grand jury clearly demonstrated,
and the possible oxplanntions advanced by the jury certainly is eonvineing
evidence that something is fundamentally wrong with the administration of our
mayor's office.

/i It is in the mayor's office that the responsibility for law enforce-
ment rests, and to blame the police department is to blame a depw tment that
operates on its orders from the mayor's office.

In short, the responsibility for these conditions is squarely up
to the mayor -- as the grand jury pointed out./,(

Just within recent weeks our federal government found it necessary
to send the FeBeI. into Minnonpolis for the purpose of cleaning up white slavery
conditions which had flourished to the point where Minneapolis had become the
recruitment center for the entire nation.

When Federnl Judge Gunnar H. Nordbye sentenced the men convicted as
a result of the FeBels white slavery investigotion, he said, and I quote:
“"conditions such as these which have been brought to light in this case are
nauseating and certainly are & blight on our community.... From testimony in
thesc cases, it is apparent that so-called north Minneapolis night spots served
as 2 rondezvous for procurers and panderers plying their nefarious trade and
proouring young local girls to work for them in this city and elsewhere.

There can hardly be any criminal activity more despicahble than to arrange for

the transportation of women in interstate commerce for the purpose of

prostitution.” end quote.
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Theso cgnditions are not of recent development, They have existed for
at least the past four years. In fact, two years ago in 2 vonference with the
present mayor I told him the town was not cleaned up, that the town wes.as oDen
as it had ever baen.

In reply to this tho mayor said, and I quote: "You will learn a
great deal about this ecity, if you got into the mayor's office," end quote.

What this apparently implies is that the mayor had not been 2ble to
enforce the law or drive out the racketeers, and that no one else would be able
to do so either.

Is this why the present mayor does not want the responsibility for
low enforcement? Is it because he is too lacking in courage to face the
problem and undertake 2 program that will clean up our city?

““ 1ladies ond gentlemen, lot there be no mistake about one thing. If
you elect me mayor, I want the responsibility for law enforcement, nand I will
enforce the lww;;

I am convincod the police force wants to enforce the laws and I know
that the public desires that the laws be enforcod. I give you my solemn pledge =~
and let this be a warning to those who now degrade our govornment and our city
by meking unholy allianceos that permit illicit operations -- I give you my
solomn pledge that tho laws will bo onforcedn;

I am determined that my administration shnll'splve this problem of
law onforaegment, and I know fﬁ;t this méans that I must haye not only the
deternination snd ‘the will to enforce the lew, but that I must also have a
positive program for crime control that has the full support and whole-hearted
backing of the publics

Lew enforcement is becoming increasingly important every days During

the war yeﬁrs juvenile delinquency has been on the incroase, and, unless

adequate precoutions are taken, we can expect a recurrence of what happened afiar
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the last war. After the last war, under the impact of social changes created
by the war, the rate of delinquency skyrocketed. We must act now to prevent this
from happening again.

Juvenile delinquency and inadequate law enforcement go hand in hand.
Thus, 2 positivo program aimed at cleaning up Minneapolis must deal realistically
with the probleme And dealing realistically means mobilizing the public in
support of & courageous program that -- without fear or favor -- enforces the
existing laws.

I wish to outline a 7-point program that I believe will provide a
realistic attack upon the problem of juvonile delinquency. This program,
coupled with courageous law enforcoment and backed up by a determined and
interested citizenry, will go a long way in ensuring that our children will have
a wholesome environment in which to grow up.

First, we should strengthen our police facilities by increasing the
amount of specialized training of officers dealing with juvenile problems.

Second, we should re-cnforco oxisting social agencics and expand
social wolfare netivities and scrvices for young people.

Third, we should opon our school facilities to the greatest possible
extent for supervised recreation in after-school hours.

Fourth, we should provide supervision for playgrounds, boys clubs and
settlement houses.

Fifth, we should establish supervised facilities particularly for
younger children of parents engoged in war worke

Sixth, we should encourage church groups to open their recreational
facilities to young people, 2nd

Seventh, we should coordinate the various social agencies that are

in existence in order to determinc arcas of dangera
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This program of orime prevention is essentinl to the success of over-
all planning for civiec betterment. We must have many new homes and many civic
improvements, but these are important only as they improve the living conditions
of our peoplé.s The control of juvenile delinquency and the adguate enforcement
of the laws are "musts" on our program for the building of a Greater
Minneapolise

The good people of Minneapolis want law enforcement, just as they
want good housing,industrial expansion, efficient administration, and community
redevelopment.

Gov;errme'nt responsible to the people, government cooperating with the
people can do these things, but the people must be militant in their support of

a candidate who has a sound program and who will fight for what he knows to be

right.
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