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I speak to my fréends e\und neighbors in the Third Congres. ional Districte

I addressk my remarks to persons of ell political faiths, whether they
be Republian, Democrati,Farmer-Labgr, or independent voterse I speak in
behalf of my friend and a fellow public servant, Mr, Roy Wier, who is
the candidate of the Democratic-Farmer-labor Emiry Party for Congress
in the Third Congressiomal District.

I have watched with ever-inerea:ing interest the progress of this
campaign, As a voter in this district, I heve a particulér interest in ;aha

person who will represent me and my neighborst in the Congress of the

- United States. The people of the Third Congressional distriet represent

every walk of life. We are literally a little United Nations all by
ourselvess The Third Districet is composed predominently of farmers and
working men, along with small merchants and professional people, Our
district is so typically American it has always been referfed to as a
progressive section of the State of Minnesote and was always in the fore=-
front of support for our late g;owmbr Floyd B, Olson and our great
wer-time President, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, The third district is
progressive and liberal in its political hcomplexion.: It xx has only

strayed from the path of liberalism when the progressive forces were

disunited but today we stand shoulder to shoulder as liberal and progressive

fmericans behind the candidacy of Roy Wiers

I wonder if you know Roy Wier as well as I do., Permit me %o Just give

& brief account of his work as & private citizen and as a public official.



 Mr. Wier has enggged in the highly honorable occupationof working in
behalf of the ﬁn%erasta of the laboring men and wanen of Minneapolis
and the State of Minnesota. Yes, he is a member and x a significant
factor in the American TFederation of labore A labor movement which is
as much a part of the Ameri caﬁ way of life as our representative

¢ _
institutions of government. Roy Wier is lmown for being x fair and
honeste He is respected by business men, He is admired by the working
people and ix he is trusted by timmecwherdeorerdac orexerkioc: inwsoomr i
Jomx all who know him.

Roy Wier is a veteran of Xsk World War I. He is affiliated with
veterans organizationse Roy Wier has served the people of the 29th
legislative district mmbxthexkegistaiw in the legislature of the State
of Minnesota, He was one of those wk ¥ upon whom our, late governor
Floyd B. Olson depended. .He was always known for his understarding
attitude of not only the protlems of labor but the protlems of mansgement
and of businesses During those days of the depression he suppo;tad every
piece of farm legislation presented in behalf of the farmers of Minnesotae
i)uring those dark days of insecurity Roy VWier as a legislator worked for
and voted for and fought for liberml and humanitarian measures of social
security. c

A new call to public service came to Roy Wier in 1939 when men
and women of Minneapolis interested in our school system decided that some-
thing has- to be done immediately to check the disintegrationand retrogression
of public education in this commumnitye Roy Wier was called into publie
, services He was elected as a member of the School Board of the City of
Minneapolis and he began his tireless and effective battle for the
modernization and revitelizing of our school systems He was Rhe £izvsh

‘one of the first to lead the way in smving Minneapolis schools and in

protecting the school children of Minneapolis from a breakdown in our
educational systems Roy Wier has served ever since 1939 as a member
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of the school board and he has consistently supported the progress policies
of school administration of our superintedent, lMr. Willard Gosline

In the municipel election of 1945 I worked closely with Roy Wiers
He was supported by people from every area of our community, business,
professionél, educators, laborers, school-teachers, yes-=- he was supported
- by an overwhelming majority of tle electorate and was accorded one of the
greatest votes ever given in a municppal election for public offices.

T Roy Wier, your canmlidate for congress, has assisted me in my
municipal adminigtrations He has served on 'i:he nmayor's law enforcement
commitbee and has stood as & consistent supporter of honest and impartial
law enforcements He was one of the first to champion the appoimntment of
our recent superintendent of police, Ed Ryan, whom the voters of Hemnepin

county = will elect as sheriff next Tuesday.

This is a brief sketch of the public service mfxRmyxiiex redord of
Roy Wier, jllzhe Demoeratic-Farmor-Labor candidate for Congress in the Third
District,

In thisxp political campaign, as in others, there is a good deal of
nisrepresentation and distortion of facte To bs quite frank, there is.a good
deal of rumor-=- X vicious rumor, if your please-=- intended to undermine
the characier and good name of a candidate. There is no place in Ameriecan

politics for this sort of political activity. Imksxremexkerxiimxoisixxigze

Candidates for political office
that ik pit group against group, natiomality against mtionality, religion
ageinst religion, are umworthy of public support. It is time that people
demanded & code of ethics from their politicians and demanded a free and
frank discussion of issues, :_101: personalities, :

I want it elsarly understaod that I have the highest regard for lir.

Wier 's opponent :i'..n thig campaign, I am sure that Mre. Wier goncurs with me



k in this statement, Our differences are not of a personal naturc. My

support of Mr. Wier is based upon his political philosophy and his treamment

o' the issues and his program, I éupport Roy Wier because he supports

the liberal and progressive program so well advanped by Franklin D, Roosevelt

on & national level and so ably conceived on a state level by the late govemmor,
Floyd Olson.

Let me state my political philosophy, because khisxisxie I know this
%o be the philosophy of Roy Wiery. Besides timt, you have the right to know
the attitudes of the person who is talking %o youe I am & member of the
Democratic partye I have been, as you know, active in Democratic-Farms r=Iabor
polities in the state of Minnesota. I have spent several years in the study
of political science a;nd economicse Those years of study and my practical
experience in public aof fice hajre reaffirmed my faith in free political and
économic instutitions.

Let me put it this way: I am unalterably opposed to any philosophy
of govermmert which leads to the r gimentgtion of the individual, whether
ixbs that regimentation be politieal or econonmic, whetﬁer it be faseist or
communiste I am equally opposed %o a dictatorship of the right or the left,
I just. don't like dictatorship. Nor do I stand in politieal agreement with
any pepson or group that would undermine our politieal systems Roy Wier
believes this way with all the sincerity at his command,

But I do stand shoulder-to-shoulder with those who are dedicating
%heir efforts towards making Ammxcix democracy work, tow rds meking Ame iean
govermuent responsive to the needs of our people. I stand with those persons
who understand that our government is the instrumentality of the people and
that our govermment should be used as & means of assisting and helping the
pabple. I stand with those persons who have the vision to see that a
democracy must be everx moving fowward, that a democratic People must give

leadership to the rebuilding of a war-torn world, aml tlat a democratic people
must and should elect represeniatives to publiie office who believe in the
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ability of people to govern themselves and who can represent the people
because the come from the great rank-and-file of american citizense

That type of person is Roy Wiere s poee dermas e jockdvesd 2 Reodik 1k danals

gxikagiex He comes from our midste He knows our reedse IHe has represented

us with distinction in the state legislature. He has trained himself for

public office by experience and educatione He understands the world thet

he lives in and he approciates the sa orifices and the suffering of the plain

people everywheres He knows thet this is one world, because he fought for

ite He knows that everywhere the average citizen,'the common man, if you
please, is on the march in search for freedom and opportunity e
{

Fecdois Theopsapiaxdm In this election the people want to know the
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inflation, the foe of the worker and his rights, and the exploiter of the
farmer,

You know that a full year before the war was over men like Williem
Pittinger and Harold Knutson were gziving the green light to the speculators
and the processors by wreoking effective price control legislations You
people on the ‘iron range know that the Republican party in this state hag
played politiecs with the steel trust at the expense of the welfare of
Minnesota, You people in %he Bighth district know that Republican leader—
ship in Minnesota and in the nati on have sponsored ant:.-labor legiglation
in every mxx aess:non of the legislatureand in every session of the Congress,
You and I know that Republican congrossmen and the present state administra-
tion have fought every effort to give us a decent housing program,smmva
mbxkruximt You and % I know that Minne sota Republican Congresamen have
not played fair with the great mass of American People in programs of
taxation, surplus profits 'l:a.xes have been repgaled, the rich have gotten
richer because of their opposition to a fair and equitable tax program
and the lurdens of taxation in this state as well as in the nation have
rested inereasingly upon the lower-income groups. How can this be ﬁhen

there is a democratic majority in Congress? The answer is simple, a handful

of reactionary Democrats plus the Republi‘can bloc hes been enough to turn 14

the tide agamst the people.

-"“"/E: ring the next two years President Truman will be in the White

Houses He has tremendous responsibilities in this postewar periods A
Congress that is lined up against him will literally stalemate the processes
of govermment, A Republican Congress will pave the way for what it did

in the last post-war period when they ruined the program of Woodrow Wilson
and ultimately gave Americam over o the monopolies, the stock=-market
speculators and‘ the exploiters who through their salf-appointed represen=

- tatives in the White House and in Congress gave Anmrica boom and bust,

high prices and inflation, stock-market mmpulat-:gon and depression.
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£he record is surely clear on that subjects I ask you as informed eitizens
" to analyze the program of the Republican party today and then to see whether
it offers anyihing ¥df different from what it offered in 1920 through 1930,

It is with this in mind that I ask you to make your persomal
responsibility to work in behalf of the candigacy o@, your
Eaxxmdx candidate for congresss ik is committed by philosophy and
program to the furtherance and the improvement of the programs and policies
of our late Ixiim beloved President, Franklin D. Roosevelte He will support
the liberal and proz.gressiw.m_ policies-- both foreign and domestice= advanced
by President Trumane He will do his part to keep the Democratic party the
progressive partye He will speak with assurance and wisdom for The needs of
the veteran, He knows those needs, because he is mmexef khem & veteran.

(Rasm) st .

The election of dohn-Blatnik is a foregome conclusion if ¥k you, the
voters of this district, march to the polls in overwhelming numbers on
November 5. When the péople vote, yes, mxa when all the people vote,
democracy is in good hands. Progressive dm govermment needs the support and
the ellegiance of every one of us, A small vote== an election where laboring
people stay home-~ is to forfeit all hope of government by the people ;.nd
for the peoples

I camnot stress too stronzly '_the need for getting out the vote on
Noverber 5 and for eledting the Democratic-Farmer=lebor candidates=-- and I
mean all of theme. I mean Dr,Theodore Jorgenson for United States Senate.

- I mean Harold Barker for governor, andk the other nominees on our state
ticket .«

This world is in a period of corisis. What we do in America will ine-
fluence the direction of world politiecs and economics more than any other
single factor. We need x mofkitikmsixmescixxiorcpowe
o b o amd x ks xpr ekt emaxoodieoreed xniti gl repres ntatives in, Congress who

understandingk this world and its problems. We need men who have lived in



the faith of the League of Nations and the United Nations and who Tt
believe in the ability of their fellow-citizens to be masters of their
own destiny. Wo need people in political office who know that we have

it within durselves to make this world all over apgaine These people gre
%o be found in the Democratic=Farmer-Labor Partye " Ours is a party of the
peoples Its only master is the people. John Blatnik carries the banner
of this political philosophy in the Bighth Congressional districts, John
Blatnik will go to Washington widkxkeser and serve his country in peace

with the same distinction that he served his country in waXe
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C'I speak tonight to my friends in the Eighth Congressional Districte.
I address my remarks o persons of all political faiths, whether they be
Republican, Democrat, Farmer-Ilabor, or independents. I speak in behalf
of my good friend, John Blatnik, who is jessssssskisesis the Democratic-Farmer-
Labor cand_ida-be for Congress.

é_h.ave watched with ever-increaging interest the progress of this
political battle in the northern section of our state. I have always had a
keen interest in your area, because it represents one of the most signifiant
economic sections of the entire United Statese The people of the Eighth

- Congressional district are symbolic of the spirit of.the United Nationss

Here we see unity that comes thr axgh undersi_n nding, patriotic devq-bion on
the part of the citizens which comes through love of democracye ‘-E': is SaEssoms
“eiskmibiosiemink fronm this district that Minnesota politics has received an

inspiration for progressive programs and the living of the democratic lifes

the sort of person they would like to have as tleir representative in

Congresse I believe I know the political #and social attitudes of the
great majority of the men and women of Northern liinnesota,
< That is why tonight I feel impelled to speak out in ungualified

support of a good friend, a college assecintam, a fellow progrea-sive-l, —
~
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John Blatnik, g® whose ideals and political attitudes represent the
hizghest traditions of freedom and liberty in &rican political life,
(__-t; this campaign has been waged with bitterness and slander '

on the part of John Blatnik's opposition, This campaign has taken on

‘the character of acwE® malicicus process of vilification and e

outright misrepresentations You know what I mean. The present Congress-

man from -i;he Eighth Distriot and those who advise him and guide his

political destinies have attacked my friend, John Blatnik, in a manner

which is vicious and immora,l. As his friend I rise to his defense,

As sxReiiow one who believes with a deep and abiding faith in democracy

and American ideals, I

> @0 R 0w 1 i za enter this campaign to
challenge the wmwxmiky truthfulness m of the rumors and underground
smear attack which mmem a Congressman of the United States has seen it
to resort to. {
Let me state my ®mk political philosophy very briefly. You have
a right to know the attitudes and the philosophy of the person who is
talking to you. I am a member of the Democratic party. I have been
active as you know in Democratic-Famer-Iabor politics in the state of
Minnesotas I have spent several years in the sbudy of political
science and economicse £ That k study has convinced me more than
ever of the soundfiess of our institutions of representative government
of the fundamental and basié co-n:f.‘lict between any philosophy of totali-
tarianism and democracy principless My years of study in political
science and my practical experience in public office has reaffirmed my
falth in free = political and economic institutions. S EriwPrEmms
mixx Lets put it this way: I am unalterably opposed to any philogophy
of govermment which leads to regimentation of the individual, whether
that regimentation be political or economic, whether it be Fascist or
Commaniste I am equally' opposed %o a dictatorship of the right or a



diex dictatorship of the left, I Just don't like dictatorship, mor do I
stand in poiiﬁical agreement with any person or group which would undermine
our American political system or would se 11 us down the river by political

opportunism or par"ay line thinking,

ose of you who have bean an'bive in Demcratio—Fanpar—Labor ?irclas

But I do stand wkkk shoulder to shoulder with those who are dedicating
their efforts towards working making democracy work, towards meking Ame rican
government responsive to the needs of our peoples I stand with those
persons who understand that democracy and American goverment is the
instrumentality of the people and thet our govermnment should be used as
& means of equalizing the burdens and ‘equalizing the opportunities, I
stand with those persons who have the vision to see that a demc:cratic
people must be ever moving forward, Phxk that a democratic EEEXrTY people
misk must give leadership to rebuilding a war-torn world, that a demooratie
people must and should elect representatives to public office who believe
in the people and who can repreosent the ﬁeople because they are & part
of the great rank and file' of the peoplee

That kind of person is John Blatnik, He comes from your midst,

He knowxya knows your needs. FHe has representem distinction in the
state 1egislatum. He has trained himgelf for public office by education -
and exi:erience. He understands the world that he lives ine And he
appreciates the suffering and the sacrifices of ‘the plain people everywhers,

He knows that this is = one world, because he fought for it., He knows

that there is a freternity of men because he lived with our broth_eram
3

v



beyond the seas. He knows that man does not live by bread alone, because
he has pleced his faith in God Almighty and has used his ability and his
energy to create on this earth the good socieby which is the challenge to
every Christian and a challenge to every decent citizen rogardless of
religious faith,

Mre Congressman of the Eighth Distriét,-égu ere guilty k£ of foul
play., You and your hatchet-men have said of John Blatnik what the Tories
and the reacti naries x of another day said of Thomas Jefferson. You and
your éhostiwritera, Mr. Congressman, have resorted to fiction-= not to facht--
you have challenged the Fmsricamims Americanimm of & young American who
provéd to the satisfaction of the President of the United States, of the
American State Department, of the United States mPxdwmey Army thet he was
not only a good Ame;ican and a ¥t believer in democracy but mkmxkzxx that he is

a;;:oi: American and a fighter for democracy. Lets have no more of this
rumor-mongerings The people want to know the issues, The people wmumk
of the Bighth District do not care to have their imtelligence insulted

by the political tripe which was so characteristic of the old-time

machine politics which igm Americam is today rapudaiting in both politieal

'
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parties,
In this election, M, Congressman, bread and butter, meat and clothes,
decent homes end health are the main probiems that confront use The Aperican
people are interested in jobs, in econcmic opportunity and security, in
world peace and international justice. But you would never guess that these

wore the issues from listening to the Republican mm candidates and their

spokesman. There was & time when some of us believed that the Republican
party would be taking a kem turn towards liberalism. Ycs, there was a
Wendell Wil 'kie who spoke out in defense of liberal principles, but then

there was a Republican machine that cut him down and de-troyed him in the

midst of his battdes There was a time that Minnesota'ﬁapublicana

- - L JSCS



recognizing the political power and leadership of Franklin Roosevelt,
talked liberal and progressive principles. I ¥m% say talked it, because it
is _dlear today that they never believed it. The campign slogans, the
campaipgn talk a;ad the campaign tricks of the Republicen leadership in this
election has pgone back to the dark days of Herding, Coolidge, and Houvers
Like the old Kings of France- they have never lesarned anything and they
apperently have never forgotten anything. Fourteen years of progress in
this nation has left no immet upon the polktical and economic ik trinking
mpmnxkha of Republican leaderships They think they smell in the. air the
soent of victorye. They are so Rmmiixk .grags;ﬁyﬁfor power and so confident
xixx that they m&:ﬁnﬂd heve driven from their midst all hope of liberal
thought and have taken to their political bosom the bossism of m Chairman
Reece, the reaction of Bob Taft, the political opportunism of Senstor Ball,
and the economic philosophy of the 1920s,

Look at the record of the Republican palrty and its representatives
in the State of Minnesotas The Congressional delegation from the State of
Minnesota was wrong before the war, wrong in its isolationism, wrong in
its understandingy of Hitlerism, wronz in its economic programe All the
. way down the line, Minnesota Republicans in Congress have obstructed the
realization of the program of Franklin D, Roosevelts All along the line,
before the war they obstructed the strengthening of American diplomacy and
armed zkrxm forcese All along the linek, they have fought labor, double-
erossed the farmer, and have even gone 80 far as to oppose hot lunches for
schocl children, adequate pensions for the old peopls, full employment
legislatioﬁ for our workers, fair employment 1§ws for our minority :
groupss And in all too many instances have been the spokesman for the
vested inferests In the imhe iron range and throughout America. Their
record proves them guilty of every charge I have mades In faob their
record interpreted in the light of hisbtory and present day events

indicates that the Republicans in Minnesota have been the a gents of (



Now that Governor Thye has thrown the aged and outworn
"red herring" into the Third Congressional District contest, it
might be well to ask the Governor himself a few questions about
his party's candidate for Congress in the Third Congressional
District. After all, you know that both Roy Wier and George
MacKinnon sat in several sessions of the Minnesota State Legis-
lature from 1933 to 1939 where they had to cast votes on some
mighty important issues to the people of this District and State,
for the reason that the great majority of the common people of
this District and State were in the midst of their worst depression--
unemployment, drought and relief lines--following the Republican
collapse in 1929.

Does the Governor defend his candidates! vote for a sales
tax? House file #1564 which Governor Olson had to veto, with this
gquote, as part of his veto message, and I quote a paragraph of said
veto, "I am returning to you without my approval H.F. #1564. I
object to the bill on the principle ground that it is not based
upon the means and ability of the persons taxed, to pay the
taxes imposed. Those who can least afford to pay are taxed:
the most and those who can afford to pay, are taxed the least or
not taxed at all," end of quote.

Does the Governor defend his candidates' vote against
an effective corporate excess tax in the same bill? MacKinnon's
vote against this amendment would have saved the mining interests
and big corporations of the State millions of dollars because the
bill reduced the corpocrated excess tax rate to five mills and
applied only to certain public utilities.

Dpes—the-Governe
the $4,000 homestead t&>
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didatesvote against
tion passed in 1935%

mption legiéié

Dess_the._Governor-defend.-hls.candigdates' vote against
the increase of income taxes in the higher brackets of the income
law as of Thursday, April 11, 19357

end.his _candidatesd . vote against
tilities tax on April 10, 1935%

the increase of the telephoﬁe u

Dogs. the Governor.defend-his-eandidatesl-vdte against
the increased gross earnings tax on railroads Thursday, April 11,
1935%

Doss-the..Governor-defend-his-candidates' vote against
the party designation bill for members of the legislature
January 25, 193717

Does.the-Gevernor.dafend his candidates' vote against
H.F. #1766 which would have permitted additional funds to be
voted to match grants by Federal Government for highway con-
struction in 16357

Does the Governor defend his candidates' plan in 1935
to finance old age assistance? H.F. #1409 which placed a poll
or head tax of 3.65 on every citlizen of Minnescta between the
ages of 21 and 65.

Does the Governor defend his candidates'! vote for the
lien law on all old age assistance recipients, passed in 1939%
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